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A GENERAL VIEW OF POSITIVISM. 



1 Wo llro of thinking n'"l ovoti of nctlnjr ; wo never tiro of loving." 



IN tho following aorioa of systematic ossnys upon Positivism, the 
essential principles of iho tloolvino ixvo first eonsulovoil j T. U\ou point 
out tho agencies by whioh its propagation will bo effected; and I 
conclude by describing certain additional foalnvos indisp&nsablo to 
its completeness. My treatment of those questions will of course 
bo summary ; yet ib will suffice, I liopo, lo overcome several oxous- 
ablo bub unfounded prejudices. It will enable any compotont 
roadoi 1 to asauro himself that tho now general doctrine aims at some- 
thing more than satisfying tho In Lollop, t; thuL- it is in reality quite 
iia favourable to Reeling and ovon Lo Imagination, 

INTKODirCTOKY KKMARKS. 

POSITIVISM consists essentially of a Philosophy and a Polity. 
Xhofto can novov ho dissevered j tho former being Lho bneia, and tho 
latter Lho end of om> comprohomivo sysLom, in which our intellectual 
faculties and our social sympathies aro brought into close corrolabioii 
with oaoh other, l^or, in tho first placo, tho Boiouco of Society, 
besides hovug movo impovlaut tlwu (my other, RupplicB Uio only 
'logical and eoiontifio link by which all our varied observations of 
phenomena can bo brought into ono consistent wholo.* Of HUH 
science- it is ovon more tvuo than of any o tho preceding ncionccH, 
that its real character cannot bo undovsLood without explaining Ha 
oxaob relation in nil general foaliues willi Iho art corresponding Lo 
it. Now hero wo find a coincidence which is assuredly not fortui- 
tous. At tho very Umo whon tlio Ihoovy oC sooioly is being laid 

'ThoostAbUsliiiioiit of (lilsgrcut prlnoltilala tlioinot ItniinrUut result of my ''Byo- 
torn o( 1'OftltlvD l'Wlii>i.\*y". '1'liln wiw-fe WHB ^mUIM)i\ \830-IR-13, vUl Uw tlUo ot 
" UoHrao of I'osltlvu I'liMiiMOphy," boeAimo IL WUH hwatl uimn a omiruo of loolnron ttollvorail 
l^O-lsai'. l!ul slneo lluU llnio I Imvo nhviiVM glvuti It llio liuiro imprnjirlillo iiitnio of 
ayNtoni. Slumld tho wnrk nuiuh u Hoooml oillllui). lliu uori-ooLlon u'lll bo inndo funimlly : 
niomiwliilti, llilM will, ] liopo, ruiiiovo nil ml*eofoi)llon n llio Hubjool. 



2 A GUXICUAL VIEW OF POSITIVISM. 

down, an immense sphere is opened for tho application of (hat 
theory ; tho direction, namely, of tho social regeneration of "West- 
ern Kuropo. For, if wo take another point of view, and look at 
(ho great crisis of modern history, as its diameter is cltsjiliiywl in 
the natural course of events, it becomes every day more evident 
how hopeless is tho task of reconstructing political inslitutiuiH 
without inn previous remodelling of opinion and of life. To form 
(den a satisfactory synthesis of all human conceptions ia tho inns*! 
urgent of our socinl wants ; and it is needed equally fur tlio enko of 
Order and of Profiles, IJuving tho gradual acconiplmhmpnt ul 
this great philosophical work, a new moral power will aviso spon- 
taneously throughout tho AVcst, which, as ita influence iiicroam-s 
\\-ill lay clown a definite basis for tlio reorganization of society. .It 
will offer a general system of education for Lho adoption of nil civi- 
lized nations, and by this means will supply in ovory department of 
public and private life fixed principle* of judgment and of conduct. 
Thm the intellectual movement and tho social crisis will bo brought 
eoutinuaJJy into close coimvction with encJi other. JJotli will com- 
bine to prepare the advanced portion of humanity for tho accept- 
ance of a true spiritual power, a power more coherent, as well HH 
more progressive, than the noble but premature attempt of medinvnl 
Catholicism. 

The primary object, then, of Positivism is twofold ; to generalize 
our scientific conceptions, and to systematize tho art of social life. 
These aro but two aspects of one and tho same problem. Tlmy will 
form tho subjects of tho two first chapters of this work. J ohall 
first explain the general spirit of tlio now philosophy. 1 shall then 
show its necessary connection with tho whole vourao of tluifc vnat 
revolution which is now about to terminate under its guidance in 
social reconstruction. 

'Ihis will kwl us naturally to another question. The regenerat- 
ing doctrine cannot do ita work without adhoronla; in tvlmf. ftuortor 
should wo hope to find iheiul Now, with individual exceptions of 
great value, we cannot expect tho adhesion of any of the inmor 
classes m society. They aro all movo or lose under tho influent of 
baseless nietophy 8 icaJ theories, nnd of aridtooratio aoll'-seokinff. Thov 
are absorbed in blind political agitation, urn! in ilJ-|,.,inf for tJ,J 
possession of the useless remnants of tlio old theological and mill 

?1 w!T\ ?' hoir f U?U - uly tcml8 lo l )Volo "K u ' evolutionary 
state indefinitely, and can never result in true social innovation. 

if i! , S f 1 " Tu "; rd .}. t8 . mtolI Jl'fll olidracior or its eocral objoots, 
win T ? P twism must look olsowhom for ammorfc I 
will find a welcome m those classes only whose good eonao has been 



INTltODUOTOIlY UBMAUKS. .'i 

loft nnitnpriircd by our vicious system of education, and whoso gone- 
roue sympathies nvo nllowwl t,o dtwolop Uxvm^lvcs freely. It w 
nmoiiR Wonion, thcniforo, nnd among tho "Working chisfles l.liat Llio 
heartiest supporters of llw new dnnirino will be 1 found. It is in- 
tended, indued, ultiumlnly for nil classes of snoiot-y, 1m t it will 
never gain much roul inlluenco over the higher ranks till it ia forced 
upon thoir notice by UIGKO powerful patrons. "Whim the work of 
spiritual rcorgunimtion is completed, it is on thorn that ils mainten- 
ance will principally depend ; nd an too, thoiv combined aid ia 
necessary for its commencement. Having but littlo influonco in 
political govornmont, they are the more likely to nppivcmto thn 
need of a moral govornmont, the special object of which it will 
bo lo protect thorn against tho oppressive action of tho temporal 
power. 

In tho third chapter, therefore, I shall explain tho mode In which 
philosophers and working mon will co-operate. Both Imvo been 
prepared for this coalition by tho general course which modern his- 
tory has taken, and it offers now tho only hope wo have of really 
decisive action. Wo fllmll find that tho oflbrts of Positivism to 
regulate and develop tho natural tondcnoioH of tho people, make it, 
oven from tlio intellectual point of view, moro coherent and com- 
plcto. 

But there is another and a moro unexpected BOUTRO from which 
Positivism will obtain support ; and not till then will its true char- 
acter and tho full extent of ita constructive power bo appreciated, 
I shall aliow in tho fourth chapter how eminently calculated is tho 
Positive doctrine to raise and regulate tho social condition of 
Wonion. It is from tlio feminine aspect only that human life, 
whether individually or collectively considered, can really bo com- 
prehended as a whole. Vor the only basin on which a system really 
embracing all tho requirements of lifo can bo 'formed, is tho subor- 
dination. ot intellect to social f oolixig ; a subordination which wo 
find directly represented in tho womanly typo of character, whether 
regarded in its personal or Booial rolationa 

Although these questions cannot bo treated fully in tho present 
work, I hope to convince my readers that Positivism is moro in 
accordance with tho spontaneous tondonoiofl of the people and of 
women than Catholicism, and is therefore bettor qualified to insti- 
tute a ftpmlual powov. It uUould bo obaomd that the ground on 
which the support of both these classes is obtained is, that Positiv- 
ism is tho only system which can euporHodo the various -Bubvorsivo 
schemes that are growing ovor/y day more -dangorous to nil tho rela- 
tions of domestic and social lifo. Yet the tendency of tlio doctrine 
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is to elevate the character of both of these classes ; and it givoa a 
most energetic sanction to all their legitimate- aspirations^ 

Thus it is that a philosophy originating in speculations of tho 
most abstract character, in found applicable not merely to uvory 
department of practical life, but also to the sphere of our moral 
nature. But to complete tho proof of Ha universality I havo still 
to speak of another vory essential feature. I shall show, in spilo of 
prejudices which exist vory naturally on this point, that Positivism. 
is eminently calculated to call tho Imaginative faculties into exor- 
cise. It is by thoso faculties that tho unity of human nature is 
most distinctly represented ; they are themselves intellectual, but 
their Gold lies principally in our moral nature, and tho rofliiR of 
their operation is to intluenco tho active pmvots. Tho subjoul of 
women treated in tho fourth chapter, will load mo by ft imturnl 
transition to speak in tho fifth of tho Ifetholio aspects of Positivism. 
I shall attempt to show that tho now doctrine by the vory fact of 
embracing tho whole range of human relations in tho spirit of mil- 
ity, discloses tho true theory of Art, which has hithorlo boon BO 
groat a deficiency in our speculative conceptions. Tho principle of 
tho theory is that, in co-ordinating Lho primary functions of! Hum- 
anity, Ppsitivism places tho Idealities of tho poet midway between 
the Ideas of the philosopher and the Realities of tho statesman. 
We see from this theory how it is that the pootioal power of Posi- 
tivism cannot bo manifested at present. Wo must wait until moral 
and mental regeneration has advanced far enough to ivwakwu Uu> 
sympathies which naturally belong to it, and on which Art in ite 
renewed state must depend for tho future. Tho first mental and 
social shock once passed, Poetry will at last take her proper rank. 
Sho will load Humanity onward towards a future which, is now no 
longer vaguo and visionary, -while at tho same timo sho enables us 
to pay duo honour to all phases of tho past, Tho groat object which 
Positivism seta before us individually and socially, is the endeavour 
to become more perfect. Tho highest importance is attached tlioru- 
fore to the imaginative faculties, because in every sphere with which 
they deal they stimulate tho sense ol perfection, Limited as my 
explanations in this work must bo, I shall bo able to show that 
Positivism, white, opening out a new and wido Hold for art, supplies 
in tho same spontaneous way now moans of expression. 

.1 shall thus have sketched with some detail tho true character of 
the regenerating doctrine. All its principal aspects will havo boon 
considered. Beginning with its philosophical baale, I pass by 
natural transitions to tta political purpose- ; thoneo to its notion upon 
tho pepphv its influence with women, and lastly, to its csllioliu 
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]>owor. In concluding this work, which is but tho introduction to 
a larger treatise, I have only to speak of the conception which 
unites all these various aspects. AH munmcd up in tho positiviet 
motto, Love, Order, Progress, Ihoy lend us to tho conception of 
Humanity, which implicitly involves aiul gives now force to each 
of them. Rightly interpreting thin conception, wo view Positivism 
at lost m a complete- anil consintont whole. Tho subject will natur- 
ally load us to speak in general forma of the future progress of social 
regeneration, as far as tho history of tho past enables us to foresee 
it. Tho movement originates in France, and is limited at first to 
tho groat family of "Western nations. I shall show that it will 
afterwards extend, in accordance with definite laws, to tho rest of 
tho whito raco, and finally to tho other, two groat races of man. 




CHAPTER I. 

THE INTELLECTUAL C1IAHACTER OP POSITIVISM. 

. THH object of oil true Philosophy is to frumo a 
phS * system which shall comprehend luininn lifo umlov 
to P 7tio riow over y ^pccL, social as well as individual. Tt embraces, 
oFCroan lira, therefore, tho three kinds of phenomena of which our 
SouiMS* S lifo consists, Thoughts, Mings, and Acliom. Undor 
imporfootlons. fl ]j fa^ a3 p ctd, tlio growth of Humanity is primarily 
spontaneous ; and tbo basis upon which nil wiao ftUontpla to modify 
it should proceed, can only bo furnished by nn oxaot acquaintance 
with the natural process. Wo nvo, however, alilo to modify thiu 
process systematically; and the importance of thin is oxtromo, ftiuoo 
we can thovoby greatly diminish tho pni'tml iluviutioiiB, tho .dlsiw- 
troufl delays, and tho gmvo intoiwialoucics to whioli eo coinplox u 
growth would ho liable wore it loft entirely to itaolf.^ To oll'uiil 
this necessary intervention is tho proper sphoro of politics. Uul u 
right r-oncoption cannot ho formed of it without tho aid of tho philo- 
sopher, whoso business it is to define and aniomt tlio prinoiploa on 
which it is conducted. With this object in viow tho plnlosophor 
ended ours to cq-ordiimlo tlio various clcmonla of innn's oxislonco, 
so tlmt it may bo conceived of thcorcticitlly as an integral wlinlc. 
His synthesis can only bo valid in ao fnv na H ia an oxtuii mul a*m- 
ploto representation of tho relations naturally existing. Tho Jlrat 
condition IB therefore that these rotations bo carefully ftUidtod. 
When tho philosopher, instead of forming such a synthesis, nttoinpts 
.to interfere more directly with tlio coin-so of practical Hfo, ho com- 
mits tho error of usurping tho province of tho statesman, to whom 
all practical measures exclusively belong. Philosophy mid Politics 
aru tho two principal functions of tho great souial organism. Moral- 
ity, systematically considered, forms tho connecting link and at tho 
same time tlio lino of demarcation between thorn. It is tho most 
important application of philosophy, and it gives a general direction 
to polity. Natural morality, tbat is to say tho various emotions ol 
our moral nature, will, as I have shown in my previous work, 
always govern the speculations of .tho ono and tbo oporafciom of t\io 
other. This I shall explain more fully. 

But the synthesis, which it ia tho social function of Philosophy 
tn construct, will neither bo real nor permanent, unless it embraces 
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overy department of human nature, whether speculative, affective, 
or practical. These threo orders of plioiionmiui rcnot upon raoh 
other so intimately, Unit any system which does not include all of 
thorn must inevitably bo unroal and inadequate. Yet it iw only in 
iho present day, when J?)ii]oHOj)l)y is mushing tlio positive stage, 
that this whicli in her highest and most essential mission can bo 
fully apprehended. 

The Lliuolugimtl synthesis depended exclusively upon ^Ij^J"^ 
uuv ivIYodivo niiUiro ; mid to Una is owing ils original fniu-a t in- 
miproinnoy and its ultiiualn doclino. l' l or a long titno ti l "ii Mi'io 1 'of 
its illvvonco over all o\iv hi^lnwt spcculnLimift wns ptivix- hunuwi imuir.i. 
mount, This WHS cspnciully tlio caso during tlio Polythoistift jmriod, 
wliou Inmgiufttion and Vwjling slill niliiiiujd thoir away uudv voiy 
fllighb vostmint from tlio rcnqoiiiiiK fftoultios. Ynt ovon during tlio 
timo of its bi^host dovolopinont, intollouLimlly^and socially, thoology 
oxovcisod no roiil control ovor prnolicnl Mfo. It roactod, of courao, 
upon it to BOino oxtont, but llio effects of this wore in moat cases 
far movo upptivutit than real. Xhoro was a. natural unLnijonisin be- 
tween them, which tlifni^h at llvaf, hnrdly pui-coivcd, wont on 
incronaing till at liwt it brought nbout the entiro dt'Htrnetion of tlio 
tbcologii'iil fiil)ric. A systi'in HO puroly Riiltjui'-tivo cmihl not hni- 
mnnixu with the ncfiivsurily olywlivd loiubjtuiiea and fltuljboru 
roalitios of practical life. Tbnol'ij^y asnurtwl all phenomena to bo 
under tlio dominion of Wills morn or less arbitrary : whereas in 
practical life men \vero led innro and more clearly to the eoneo])tion 
of invaviivblu Laws. .Km 1 wivhout laws Unmftu nuiion would. !mvo 
admitted of no rulo or plan. In eonH(?(jnenco of tin's uttor inability 
of theology to dwl with \iiftcUcal Hfo, its troattuanl of spotulativo 
and ovon of niorul i)roblomn viuj oxcocclingly imporfect, euoli pro- 
blems boing all more or losa tlonondent on tho practical nocosattios 
of lifo. To present a perfectly synthetic, view of human nature was, 
then, impossible as long aa tho influence of theology lasted; bocauso 
tho Intellect was impelled by Fueling and by tho y\utlvo powers in 
two totally diflbront direetions. Tlio faihiro of all metaphysical 
attempts to form a synthesis nuod not bo dwelt upon horo. Mota 
physicians, in spite of their claims to absolnto truth, have never 
hoon ablo to enpemedo theology in, uuestions of feeling, and liavo 
proved still more inadequate in pmoticnl quoationa. Ontology, oven 
when it was most triumphant in tho suhoolw, was always limited to 
aubjoots of a purely intellectual nature; and ovon horo its abstrac- 
tions, \\solti88 in UmmBolvofl, doftlt only with Vho cnso of individvml 
dorclopiiicnt, tho metaphysical spirit being thoroughly incompnllblo 
with Uio euoiftl point of vw\v. In my wovlc ou 1'oaiUvo Philosophy 
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times entrusted with tho solo direction of society, had long amcc 

become in evory respect utterly retrograde. 

BuuheFos- But all Positive speculations owe thoir first origin to 
Hi spirited- the occupations of practical Ufa; and, connoqucutly, 
pr^ucla Ufo" they have always given some indication of their capa- 
city for regulating our active powers, which had boon omitted from 
every former synthesis. Thoir value in this respect has boon and 
still is materially impaired by thoir wont of breadth, and their JHO- 
lated and incoherent character ; but it has always boon instinctively 
felt. Tho importance that wo attach to theories which teach the 
laws of phenomena, and give us tho power of provision, iw chiolly 
duo to tho fact that they alone can regulate our otherwise blind 
action upon the external world. Hence it is that while tho Posi- 
tive spirit has been growing more and more theoretical, and lias 
gradually extended to every department of speculation, it has. newer 
lost the practical tendencies which it derived from its source ; nml 
this even in the case of researches useless in themselves, and only 
to be justified as logical exorcises. If'rom its first origin in mathe- 
matics and astronomy, it has always shown its tendency to syfltc- 
rnatize the whole of our conceptions in every now subject which 
has been brought within tho scope of its fundamental principle, It 
exercised for a long time a modifying influence upon theological mid 
metaphysical principles, which has gone on increasing ; and mnco 
the time of Descartes and Bacon it has become evident that it in 
destined to supersede them altogether. Positivism lias gradually 
taken possession of tho preliminary sciences of Physics and .Uiology, 
and in these the old system no longer prevails. All thai remained 
was to complete tho range of its influence by including tho study 
of social phenomena, tor this study metaphysics had proved in- 
competent; by theological thinkers it had only boon pursued indi- 
rectly and empirically aa a condition of government. I boliovo that, 
my work on Positive Philosophy has so far supplied what was 
wanting. I think it imwt now bo cloar to all that tho Pontivo 
spirit can embrace the entire range of thought without lessoning, or 
rather with tho effect of strengthening U& original tendency to YOR\I- 
Jate practical life. And it is a further guarantee for the stability 
of the new intellectual synthesis that Social science, which la llio 
final result of our researches, gives thorn that systematic ohatactor 
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in which thuy Imd liiLhorto boon wanting, by supplying tho only 
connecting link pf which they ull admit. 

This conception is already adopted by nil true lln'nltora All 
must now acknowlodgo that Iho Positive spirit tends necessarily 
towards tho formation of ti comprehensive and duruUo system, in 
which every practical ns wall ns speculative mihjcct ahull bo in- 
cluded. But Huch a system would still bo far from realising that 
universal character without which Positivism would bo incompetent 
to supersede Theology in tho spiritual government of Humanity. 
"For tho oloniont which really preponderates in every human being, 
that is to say, Affection, would still bo loft untouched. This olo- 
mcnt it ia, and this only, which gives a stimulus ami direction to 
tho other two parts of our nature : without it tho ono would waste 
its force in ill-conceived, or, at least, useless studies, and tho other 
in barren or oven dangerous contention, "\Villi this immense defi- 
ciency the combination of our theoretical and active powers would 
bo fruitless, because it would lade tho only principle which could 
ensure its real and permanent, stability. Tho failure would bo ovon 
greater than tho failure of Theology in dealing with practical ques- 
tions; for tho unity of human nature cannot railly bo made to 
depend either on tho rational or tho active faculties. In tho lifo of 
tho individual, and, till more, in tho lifo of the race, tho basis of 
unity, as I shall show in Iho fourth chapter, must always bo fowl- 
ing. It is to tho fact that theology arose spontaneously from feeling 
that its inllnonco is for tho most part duo. Ami although theology 
is now palpably on th ilc-eline, yet it will still retain, in principle 
at least, some legitimate r.lainm to tho direction of society so long ns 
Uto now philosophy fails to occupy this important vantago-ground. 
Wo como then to tho Jinnl conditions with which tlio modern syn- 
thesis must comply. "Without neglecting tho spheres of Thought 
and Action it must also comprehend tho moral sphere ; and the very 
principle on which its claim to universality vests must bo derived 
from Keeling. Then, and not till then, can tho claims of theology 
bo finally sot aside. Kov. then the now nyslom will have surpaPHotl 
tho old in that which is tho ono essential purpoRO of all gonoral 
doctrines. It will have shown itself able to effect what no nthor 
doctrine lias done, that in, to bring tho throe primary elements of 
our nature into harmony. If Positivism wore to prove incapable of 
satisfying thin condition, wo must givo up all hope of sysleinatizH- 
tion of any kind. For while Positive principles are now sufficiently 
developed TO neutralize thoso of Theology, yot, on tho othor hand, 
tho inlluonoB of theology would continue to bo fur greater. Hcnca 
it is that many conscientious think cm in tho present day are PH 
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time is ultimately tending. It must bo ownoil, too, that MUMI- view 
seems bovno out by Uw prosout character of thu JAisitivo molhod, 
While all allow its utility in tho Ironlmont of practical, nnd iwnn of 
speculative, problems, it BOOMS to most men, niul very naturally, 
quite unfit to deal with quostiona of morality. 

humiin ^ ut on ^ oscv examination they will wjo VVHOII lo 

ature, and rectify their judgment. TllOJ' Will 8(!0 Unit till! Imrd- 

f'nUiTO "ess with which Positivu aoionuo him bruit JnnUy 

stem, Affoc. ' 
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system, Affoc. rop^achcd, is cUio to tho spooinlity null M'mit tif 

prerondornt- with which it lifts Iniliovto bco pweuoil, nm\ in not. ut 

turnout. a u jnhevout in its nature. OrighuiUiiK (in it dul in 
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necessities of our material nntnro, whicli for n l(tK 1-inio ri-Htriclod 
it to tho study of tho inorganic world, it hiuniol. till now titsnnnn 
siifticicntly complete or Bystomatic to hnrtnonixo \vu\\ witli our 
inoval natiwe. But now that it ia brought to Iwnv upon mit-inl 
o^ucations, which for tho future will form its ninat iinporlaiit liiMd, 
it loses all tho defects peculiar to its lontf period of in funny. Thu 
very attribute of reality which is chiiinod by Lho now philoftophy, 
leads it to treat all subjects from tho moral still mro Umii from UID 
intellectual side. Tho necessity of ftssigniiif; with uxuut ttulli llm 
place occupied by tho intellect and by tlio heart in tho oixanixiitioii 
of human nature and of society, leads to the decision Unit AUiiulinii 
must bo tho central point of tho synthesis. Tu Iho Lrotilitii'iil of 
social questions Positivo scionco will bo found uttm-ly to dfonutl 
those proud illusions of the supremacy of reason, to which it had 
boon liable during its prolimiimiy alagos. Itolifyinpr, in f-hiH 
respect, the common experience of mon oven more forcibly tlniii 
Catholicism, it -teaches us that individual lmp))inosa nnd publiu 
welfare are far more dependent upon tho huurt than upon tlw 
iutolleot. But, indopondontly of this, tho question of co-ouliimLing 
tho faculties of our nature will convince us that tho only bfisis tin 
which they can bo brought into hawnonioue union, is Llio imipon- 
deranco of Aftooticni ovor Reason, and ovoti over Activity. 

Tho fact that intellect, as well us aooitil sympathy, is a dlotinotivo 
nUribnto of our nature, might lead us to suppose that oilhor of 
two migbt, bo BUpromo, and thorofovo that thoi'fl miuht bo 
l,han ono method of oatabltehmg unity. Tho fact, howovor, 
that there is only one; because these two olcmouU tiro by no 
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tho intellect is permanently adapted is to bo Iho servant of tho social 
sympathies. If, imttiad of boing emdout with this honourable 
post, it aspires to become supreme, its ambitions aims, which are 
novor realised, result simply in Llio most deplorable disorder. 

Even with iho huUvitUwl, it is impossible l<> establish permanent 
harmony botwwm our various impulses, except by giving complete 
supremacy to tho feeling which prompts tho sincere find habitual 
dcsiru of doing good. This fooling in, no doubt, like Iho rust, in 
itsolf blind ; it has to learn Ii'om reason Um right moans of oljtiiiu- 
ing ai\ti8faotiun ; and uur active fncuHioa arc thnn called into 
roiiuiaition to apply tlioao inuans, Jlut common oxpuriimeo proves 
that nftor all thu ]'ini:ipal condition of right action is Iho bonovo- 
loul im}>\ilsG ; \v\Lli U\o ovdinavy amount o intolloct mul nctiviiy 
that is found in men this stimulus, if woll sustninod, ie enough to 
dirool our thoughts and onorgios to a good result. Without this 
ImbiUml spring of acl-ii)ii thuy would imn'ilably wnato thuingolvca in 
barren or incoherent eilbrts, anil upcmlily mhipsu into thuir original 
torpor. Unity in our moral nnturo in, thnn, iinposaiblo, oxcupt so 
far as (iflTcction jiropondcrutus over inlclk'cL mid a<:Livi|.y, 

Triio as this fundaminit.nl prinriiilo 1.4 for thu iiidivi- 
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uuul, it is m iHUiliu Lao Uiftl, its luw-CHHity cau bo Cut'Uiutt- 

domonstratcd mowt irrcifuLably. Tlio Problem is in ^'vico 'of LI'O 
reality tlio eamn, nor is any difl'uront Bolution of it Hnuiiii ym- 
I'oriuircjd ; only ib iissumus such increased dimonsions, l " u lltjli ' 
that IcaM uncui'tninty is foil as to thu niothud to bo adoptwl. Tho 
various boings wliuni it is sought to hannoiiixo have in this caao 
oixoh a soparaLo oxialcnoo ; it is clear, thoroforo, that tho llrst 
oondition of co-operation muni, bo sought in their own inherent 
tendency to nnivmvwl lovo. No calculations of eolf-intorcst can 
rival this social hwtinct, wholhur in promptitudo and breadth of 
intuition, or in boldnens and tenacity of purpose. True it i thafc 
tho bonovoltnit uiiuitionB liavo in most cnsea loss mtvinaio oncvgy 
than tho aolllsli. Uut they havu tliis beautiful quality, that social 
life- not only permit* their growth, bnt stimulates it to uu almost 
unlimitod. extent, while it holds their antagonists in constant chuck. 
Indeed tho increasing tendency in Lho .former to prevail over tho 
latter is the bent measure by which to judge of tho progress of 
Huaimnity. But tho inlullool may do much to conllrm their inllu- 
onco. It may strengthen eocial feeling by diffusing juator views of 
tho tftliUiona iu whiuU tho viuioua inu-la of socbty slcuid to 




societies, ov from tlto puerile flpQcialiUofl with wluoh thny nro afc 
present occupied. 

In Inct, Uio ambitions claims wliioli, nvot mncn wn hopeless 
(Iodine of tho thcologicnl synthesis, Imvo linen ftdviuicril by Uio 
intellect, never wore or could bo realised. Their onty vtihio lny in 
their solvent action on llio theological ayaloni whon it Imtl bncorno 
hoatilo to progress, Tho intellect ie iuLoiulod for Horvicu, not for 
tiinpuo; vflicii it imftgwoa itself supremo, it is jcttHy only uh&ying 
tho personal instead of Uio social iitnlinols. It nnvor mils indepen- 
dently of feeling, bo that fooling fiootl or bud. Tim Jirnl noniUlioii 
of cojnnmnd i& forco; now ronson line lut liglik; UIP iinpillHo Unit 
moves it must come from olsowlioro. TJio JiioLnpliyflicul Ut-nj)Jn8, 
in which a lifo of \>uro con LOTH plnlion is hld out w llio hi^lioat 
ideal, attraot tho notice of our mon of BCJODCO ; but lira really 
nothing but illusions of jwlo, oit veils for diahmiwit, wcliomos. 
True there ig a gonuino eatiafnction in tlio not of illaruvoriiiK triitlr*; 
bub it la nuL sulftciontly intcnso Lo lio mi Imbitiml guide ol conduct. 
Indeed, BO fcoblo is our intellect, that Iho impultio of HOIIHI imnflioii 
is nccoasfiry to direct and Biistftin itiii nlmostovory nffort. "\Vfiou tho 
impulse conies from kindly fooling it attracts attouUou ou rtwxnmtof 
its rarity orvaluo; when it springs from tliOflolHsb inotivoa of K\my, 
arabiuon, 01 gain, it is too common to bo vomm-ltod, This is 
usually tlio only dilToronco botwcon tho two casca. It (loon indood 
occasionally Imppon thnt tlio Intollcol is aolualocl by a eork of pas- 
sion for tmth in it-aolf, witliout nny mlxluro of prido or vanity, 
Yet, in this caso, as in ovary other, ihoro is intoneo cftotiwrn in 
oxotciaing the montal novrara imapttcUvoly o( Ml sooial objoctfl. 
Positiviam, aa I slinll nf towards oxplftin, ia ovon moro aovoro' limn 
Calholwwm in its condemnation of iliie typo of oliarnotor, wliollior 
in motapliysioinns or in mon of Roionco. Tlio true philosopher 
would consider ib a most culpablo abuse of tho opportunities which 
civilization affords him for the anko of tho welfare of wololy. in 
leading a speculative Jifc, 

We have traced tlio Positive pvmciplo from U origin in Uio 
puisuite of active life, and have aoon it. extending ancoofiflivoly to 
every department of spociil alien. Wo now find it, in Ha maturity, 
and that as a simple result of its elrlot adherence to fnotj embrnolng 




a doctrine ot as great political ns philosophical importance, that the 
Heart preponderates ovor the Intellect. 

It is truu tluit this cloctrino, which is tho only basis under Ttio- 
,,,.,. , . ' , ii, 1 ' T olo sy lli ' 

for establishing liuvniony in our imturo, had boon, as 1 toiioot wa tho 

boforo remarked, instinctivuly accepted by theological Ct ; ndur 
systems, But it was ono of tho fatalities of Bocioty roaiiiviBiu, its 
in its preliminary phase, that tho doctrine was coupled 80lvimL 
witli an error which, aflor a linio, destroyed all its value. In 
acknowledging tho superiority of tho heart tho intellect was ro- 
clueoil to aljeet submission. Its only chance of growth Iny in 
resistance lo the established system. This course it followed with 
increasing cll'cct, till aflor twenty centuries of insurrection, tho 
system collapsed. The natural result of tho process was to stimu- 
lute metaphysical nnd scion Li He pride, nncl to promote views sub- 
versive ol' all social order. But Positivism, while systematically 
adopting Lho principlo hero spoken of as tho foundation of indi- 
vidual and social discipline, interprets that principlo in a different 
way. It teaches that while it is for tho heart to suggest our 
problems, it is for tho intellect to solve thorn. Now tho intellect 
was at (irst, quitn inadequate to Ihia task, for which a long and 
laborious training was needed. The heart, therefore, had to take 
ila place, and in default of objective truth, to give free play to its 
subjective inspirations. But for UIOBO inspirations, all progress, as 
1 showed in my "System of Positive Philosophy," would have 
boon totally impossible. .For a long time it was necessary that they 
should bo believed absolutely ; but aa soon as our reason began to 
mould itt conceptions upon observations, moio or loss accurate, of 
tho external world, those supernatural dogmas became inevitably 
an obstacle to its growth. Hero lies the chief source of tho 
important modifications which theological boliof has successively 
undergone. No further modifications aro now possible without 
violating its essential principles ; and since, meantime, Positive 
science is assuming every day larger proportions, tho conflict be- 
tween thorn is advancing with increasing vehemence and danger. 
The tendency on tho ono sido is becoming more retrograde, on thu 
other more revolutionary ; because tho impossibility of reconciling 
tho two opposing forces is Xolt more and more strongly. Never 
was this position of affairs more manifest than now. The re-atom- 
lion of theology lo its original power, supposing such a tiling wore 
possible, would have tho most degrading influence on tho intellect, 
and, consequently, on tho character also ; sinco it would involve the 




tion of Western Europe, by the vary fuel "f ilH iv 
tendencies, upon the greatest of (ill wwiid (imsslhim. Kid owing 
to its influence thai Uio central point of Uio new Hyntlionin is 
plflcod in out moral rather Uwin our iuti'Meetual nidimi ; uml this, 
in spite of ovwy pwyudico mid habit of thought Unit him litmn 
formed during the revolutionary porind of Urn JiwL flvn cimturicfl. 
And while in this, which is tho. primary condition (if social or^ani- 
Ration, Positivism proves nioro olllcicmt limn 'JL'hiioltigy, it, fit Uio 
same time terminates tlio disunion winch liti c-xinUid HO lon^ bo- 
tweon the in tolled and tlic heart. For it followw hi^iuilly from ita 
priiiciylos, and also from tlio wholo npirit of tho nynli'in, that Uio 
intellect shall bo free to cxcrcieo its full Blinii! of inlliinnan in ovory 
(lo[)urtmont of human life. \Vlton it is wiiil that tlio inLolloot 
should bo subordinate to tlio heart, what in infant IB, thai, Uio in- 
tellect should devote itsolf exclusively to Uio iirolthmiH which the 
heart suggests, tho ultimate object being to find pro pur milififiusUon 
for our various wants. Without this limitation, oxpprioiicn hna 
shewn too clearly that it would almost always follow ittt natural 
bont for useless or insoluble quostionn, which arc the most plenti- 
ful and the easiest to deal with. But whou any problem of a 
legitimate kind has been onoo proposed, it is th(3 solojudKO of tho 
method to bo pursued, and of tho utility of tho roaulla ubliilnnd. 
Its province is to enquire into tho pi'osont, in order to foronoo tho 
future, and to discover tho menus of improving it. In Uiis 
province it is not to bo interfered with. In a word Uio into! loo I ia 
to bo tho sorvnnt of tlio heart, not its slave. Uiuloi 1 UIOHO two 
correlative conditions Uio olcmonU of our nature will at last bo 
brought into harmony. Tlio equilibrium of those two oloinoiitu, 
oucc established, ia in liulu danger of boing diaturhod. For sinco 
it is equally favourable to both of them, both will bo interested In 
maintaining it, Tho fact that Reason in modern times boa become 
habituated to .revolt, is no ground ior supposing that it will 
always retain its revolutionary character, oven whou ita logilimnto 
claims have been fully satisfied. Supposing tho caso lo arino, how- 
evev, society, as I shall show afterwards, would noL bo without 
tho means of repressing any pretensions Uml wore subversive of 
order. There ia anotlmv point of view which may assure ua Lhat 
the position given to the hetitt undo* tho now system will involve 




Our doctrine, thoroforc 1 , is one which renders 
hypocrisy und -o^ni-ussum alike impossible. And it 
now alaiul.i forward as Llio result of all the eflorts of s"'M f \.j//vj> 
the [Hint-, for the ro^rm oration of order, which, whoUuii- cicw of i'oatv- 
considered individually 01- socinlly, ia so deeply com- lmn ' 
promised by tho annrdty of tho present timo. It (istablishos ti 
fiuulnmonlnl principle by which true ])hilosophy and sound polity 
are brought into correlation ; a principle which can bo folt as wall 
as proved, and which is at once tho keystone of a system and a 
basis of government. I shall show, moreover, in llio fifth chapter, 
that tho doctrine is as rich in esthetic beauty as in philosophical 
power and in social influence. This will complete tho proof of its 
olficacy as Ilia centre of a universal system. Viewed from llio 
moral, scientific, or poetical aspect, il is oimally valuable ; amlitie 
llio only principle which cnn bring Humanity safely through tho 
most formidable crisis that she has ovci 1 yet undergone. It will bo 
now clear to all that tlio force nf demonstration, a force peculiar to 
modern times, nud which still retains much of its destructive 
chin-actor, becomes matured and elevated by Positivism. It begins 
Lo develop constructive tendencies, which will soon bo developed 
more largely. It in not. Loo much, thon, to say that Positivism, 
notwithstanding its speculative origin, offers as much to natures o 
deep sympathy as to men of highly cultivated intellects, or of 
energetic character. 

The spirit and tho principle ol llio synthesis which pywH LM( 

11 , i ! i i ii i j , t i- i or tho Hyatom: 

nil trim philosophers should endeavour lo establish, nxionmi Or- 
Imvo now boon dolinod. I proceed to explain Uio tvoVi^na^ 
method that should bo followed in tho task, and the voniuu'by Bd- 
peculiar dill'iculty "with which it is attended. " c ' 

Tho object of tho synlhome will not bo secured until it embraces 
the whole extent of Us domain, tho moral and practical ilopart- 
Miouls aa well as the intullucluii). But those throe departments 
cannot, bo ilcult with annul Van oomly. Thoy follow an ovdov, of suc- 
cession which, HO fur from dissevering thorn from tho whole to 
which they belong, is noon, wlion carefully oxtvimnwl to bo ft 
natural result of their mutual dependence. Tho truth is, and it is 
ft Ivuih of gvotvt imiiovhuico, that, llhoughts must bo systematise;! 
boforo l^collngs, Ii'eclings before Actions. It is doubtless, owing 
lo a mmfusodanm-Ghousiott of tlnVti'ulsh, that phllosoyihore hilhorto, 
in framing their systems of human nature, have dealt almost 
exclusively with our intellectual faculties. 





16 A GKNBIlAfi VIEW Off r08ITIV18M. ICUAP. i. 

The necessity of commencing with Lho co-ordinution of iclima ia 
not moroly due to tho fact that tho rclationa of thcmt buiitR inoro 
simple and more susceptible of demonstration, form a useful logical 
preparation for tho remainder of tlio Insk. On closor uximiiuntlon 
we Hud a more important, though less obvious rciiHoti. If thin first 
portion of tho work bo onco oflioiontly performed, it in tlio 
foundation of all tho rest. In what romninu no very notions 
difficulty will occur, provided always Lhut wo con tout mtnmlvua with 
that degree of completeness which thu ultimato purpuao of tho 
system requires. 

To givo such paramount importanco to thia portion of tlio ul>- 
ject may soom at firat sight inoonaiBlont \vilh tho pvupomliim jut 
laid down, that tho strength of the intellectual fnciiltiuH in fur in- 
ferior to that of tho other elements of our nutuiu U in ipiitc 1 
certain that Fooling and Activity liavo much morn to ilo witli any 
practical step that wo take than pvtvo Kcaaou. In ftUciptiug Vu 
explain this paradox, wo como at last to the noouliar dilliculty uf 
this great problem of human Unity. 

Tho first condition of unity is a suhjoclivo prmciploj ami Una 
priuciph) in tho Positive ayatonv ie tlio auliordinutuiu of Uwj iulollwl 
to tho heart. Without this tho unity that wo tiuolc can novel- ho 
placed on a permanent basis, whether individually or colluctivoly. 
It is essential to have- some iiilluouco auHlciontly powerful to pro- 
duce convergence amid the hetorogoncoua and oflun imlaKoitiHlio 
tomlonoics of so complex an organism as ours. But thin limb con- 
dition, indispensable as it is, would bo quite inaullioiont for thu 
purpose, without some objective basis, existing indopumltmtly of 
ourselves in tho external world. That basis oonaiala for IIH in tho 
laws or Order of tho phenomena by which Humanity is regulated. 
Tho subjection of human lifo to this order is incontoatubloj and an 
soon as tho intellect has enabled us to comprehend it, it becomes 
possible for tho fooling of love to exorcise a controlling influence 
over our discordant tendencies. Thia, then, is tho mission allotted 
to tho.intcllect in tho Positive synthesis ; in this aonao it ia that it 
should bo consecrated to tho service of tho heart. 

I have said that our conception of human unity must ho totally 
inadequate, and, indeed, cannot deserve the name, so long as it 
does not embrace every element of our nature. But it would bu 
equally fatal to tho completeness of this groat conception to think 
of human nature irrespectively of what Ros outside it, A purely 
subjective umty, without any objective bwiu, would bo shnpl'v 
miposmbo. In fte Hat place any attempt to co-ordinalo IIUI/H 
moral nature, without regard to tho external world, supposing Urn 
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attempt feasible, would Vmvo vovy liltlo ponnfment influence on 
our happiness, whether collectively or individually ; since- happi- 
ness depends RO largely upon ouv relations Vo ftll that exiats ixvouud 
us. Ijosidcs this, wo hnvo to consider Llio exceeding iniporfoction 
of ouv nnturc. SoU-lovo is deeply impluntcd in it, and when loft 
to itself is far stronger Limn Social Sympathy. The social instincts 
would uovov gi\m tho uwstevy wove they not sustained ivmt willed 
into constant exorcise by tho economy of tlio external world, an in- 
fluciKC which tit tlio. Sftiuo Uitio checks Lho powcv of lliu selfish 
instincts. 

To uudovstaud Lliia economy aright, wo musl roiumit- 
lior that it oinbmcpa not inuroly tlio iiiorgunic world, nylttiio aoif- 
liut ul.HQ tho phouoiuona of our own osislouco. Tho ] ^"n\\'^\- 
phononiona of huinnu lifo, though inoro modifmblo lll nii*oifl,.ii 
than any othora, aro yot mnially subject to invariablo " lonK OI1C< ' 
IHWH j Inws whioh form iho principal olyoots of 1'ositivo spocula- 
tion. ytovf tho Lionovolont nflcalions, which thoinsolvos act in 
hurnipny with tho laws of aocial development, inclino us to submit 
to all other laws, as soon as tho intellect luis discovered thuii 1 
cxistcnco. Tlio possibility of moral unity dopomlfl, thoroforn, ovon 
in tho caso of tho individiml, but still inoro in that of soomty, upon 
tho necessity of recognizing our mibjoction to an oxturnnl power. 
By this miiiiim our fidlf-rugnrding instincts aro rondunsd fliiscoptibln 
of discipline). In thoinsulvuB tliuy aru strong onough to noiilriilixu 
all Hyin])rttholto tcndoncicH, wore it not fur tho support that tlio 
lo-ttor find in this Kxtornal Order. Its discovery is duo to tlio in- 
telloctj which is thus c-nlisLtul in tho sovvico of fouling, with tho 
ultimate purposo of regulating action. 

Thus it ia that an iutcllocLiinl ayjithusis, or 33*8 tumi tic study of 
tho laws of nature, is neodcd on fur higher grounds than thoso of 
satisfying ouv theoretical faculties, which arc, for the- most part, 
very fooblc, oven in mon who dovoto thunifiolvos to a Jifo of thouglil. 
It in needed, becauso it -solves at onco tho most difficult, problem of 
tho moral synthesis. Tho higher impulses within us aro brought 
under the influence of a powerful etinuilus from without. By itf; 
niotins they aro enabled to control our discordant impulses, and In 
maintain a 8 In to of Imrmony towards which thoy luivo always 
ttmdcd, bill which, without such uid, could novov bo ronlisod. 
Moreover, this conception of tho order of nature evidently supplies 
tho basin for a synthesis of luunim action ; for tho cIVicacy of our 
actions depends entirely upon their conformity to this order. But 
tins part oi tho subject lias boon fully explained in my previous 
work, and I need not onlnrgo upon it further. As soon us tho 

2 
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synthesis of mental conceptions enables iw lo Win ft nynlWm of 
filing, it is clear that tlioro will bo no very BOIUHW dillitrnllma in 
constructing a synthesis of actions, Unity of nclion tlqii-iulH upon 
unity of impulse, and unity of design ; ami limn wo liml that the 
co-ordination of human natnro, a* a whole dopendu iilliiimU-ly upon 
tho coordination of uicnUl conceptions, a subject which m:cnicd at 
first of comparatively slight importance. 

The subjective* principle of Mliviam, lluil ia, Ui HulmnluiaLwu 
of tho intellect to tho heart is Ihus fortilliul by nn oliji:Livo basis, 



Uio immutablo Necessity of Uio oxleriwl wnvlrt j ami by ibi , 

it becomes possible to bring humnn life within tho inflm-nco of 
social sympathy. Tho superiority of Uio now HynlliPWR ID llio old 
is cvon moro ovidwH nndor tliia fiocond nHpuct tlinii iindi'i 1 the 
first. In thoologital fiystann tho objective ljnni WHS mipplii'tl by 
spontfliicoufl belief in a BiippnmLunil Will. Kmv, wlinluvor tho 
dcgroo of reality Attributed to UIOKO ficliuitB, Lhny nil prucccclod 
from a subjective source ; and thoreforo ihcir inlli'.onco in inont 
cases must linvo boon very confuacd and JliicUniliiiK* In rchpcct of 
moral discipliuo tlmy cannot bo compared oitlior for prccinioii, for 
force, or for stability, to tlio conception of nn invnriiibln Order, 
actually delating witUouL ua, tvml ottCBlctl, wkyllmr \vo will ov no, 
by every act of our oxislonco. 

Tliia fmidivmonlnl ilodrinn ol PoaiUviwn ift nol to ba 
tion'ot twsKx- attributed in tho full brfiiullli of its n'omiings to nny 
h^'bcon 1 ^- fi ^ n 8? c Wnnlxor. It is tlio slow result ol a vnt procoBS 
dually grow- carried out in separate dcitiirtmonU, which boynii willi 

carUuinimoa! tho ^^ U8 ^ OUI ' intolloctllttl ])OWUW, Illld wlllt'll J8 

c" df i^ t] " 8 ^ on '^ J llst c-omp^'-cd in thoso who exhibit thoo poworfl 
compe . in their highest form. During tlio long period of liar 
infancy Humanity has boon preparing Ibis tho wont procioua of hor 
intellectual attainments, (is tho basis for tho only nyslnm of lifo 
which is permanently adapted to our nnturo. Tho ducttlno IUIB to 
be' domonstratcd in all tho moro essential casce from obsorvation 
only, except so far as wo admit argument from nnnlogy. 3 induc- 
tive argument is not admissiblo, except in such casoa na nro 
oyidontly compounded of otliovh in wbitli Vbo pvuof given hna boon 
eu'fficiont. Thus, for instance, wo uro nnthorieod by sound logic 
to watl'the 'BxiBfomco of laws ol wontuor ; though most, of those 
arc still, and, perhaps, always will bo, unknown. 1'or it ia clear 
tliat raoteoiologicaVphotiomona rosnlt from a combination of natro- 
ffomical, physical, and chemical influences, each of which )ias bon 
proved to' be subject to invariable laws. Bnt in all phenomena 
whicH are not thus reducible, wo must liavo recourse to Induotivo 
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reasoning ; for a principle) which is tho basis of all deduction can- 
nob bo itsolf deduced. Hence it is that the doctrine, being so 
entirely foreign as it is to our primitive menial stato, requires aueli 
a long course of preparation. < Without sncli preparation oven tho 
greatest thinkers coulil not anticipate it. It is truo Llmt in some 
cases metaphysical conceptions of a law have boon funned before 
the proof really required bad boon furnished. But they wcro never 
of much service, except so far ns they generalized in a more or loss 
confused way tho analogies naturally suggested by the laws which 
had actually boon discovered in simpler phenomena, Besides, 
such assertions always remained very doubtful and very barren in 
result, until they wore based upon eonio outline of a really 
Positive theory. Thus, in spite of tho apparent potency of this 
metaphysical method, to which modem intellects are so uddictod, 
.the conception of an External Order is still extremely imperfect in 
many of Iho moat cultivated minds, because they liavo not verified 
it s.uffloionlly in tho most intricate and important class of phe- 
nomena, the phenomena of society. I am not, of. course, speaking 
of tho fow thinkers who accept my discovery of tho principal laws 
of Sociology. Such uncovlainty in a subject BO closely volalcd to 
all others, produces groat confusion in men's minds, and nfi'octs 
thoir pevcoptitm of an invariable ovdni 1 , even in. tUo simplest eub- 
jccts. A proof of this is the uttnr delusion into which most 
geometricians of tho present ilny Uavo fallen with respect to, what 
they call tho Calculus of Chances ; a conception winch presupposes 
that tho phenomena considered are not subject to law. Tho 
doctrine, therefore, cannot bo considered as (irmly established in 
nny ono case, until it lias boon vorifiod specially in every ono of the 
primary categories in which phenomena may bo classed. But now 
that this difficult, condition lias really boon fulfilled by tho fow 
thinkers who have rlson to tho level of their ago, wo have at last 
a firm objective basis on which to establish tho harmony of our 
moral nature. That basis ia, that all ovonta whatever, tho events 
of our own personal and social life included, arc always subject 
to natural relations of sequence and similitude, which in all 
essential roapccls Jlc beyond tho roach of our interference. 

This, then, is the external basis of our synthesis, 
which includes tho moral and practical faculties, as 
well as tho speculative. It rests at every point 
upon tho unclmnffoablo Order of tho world. Tho right ou' ioi tbo 
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understanding of this order is the principal subject or 

our thoughts; ile preponderating influence determines tho general 

course of our fcoimgB ;. its gradual imnrovoiuont k tho constant 
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ancy of the lower inatincts ; and our active* ptiwura wimhl abandon 
themselves to purposeless agitation. Men luivo, it is trm 1 , Wn for 
a long time- ignorant of Una Order. Noverthuh'Htt wu linvn huoit 
always subject to it; and its influence has always linidud, tlmiigh 
without our knowledge, Lo control our whole boinK; our notions 
first, and subsequently ouv thoughts, tmd uvou our u(U'i:litma. AB 
wo have advanced in our knowledge of it, our llimitfliU lnwo 
become' less vague, our desires less capridoiw, our conducl loan 
arbitrary. And now Hint wo aro ablo to tfrimp Iho full nm.ining of 
the conception, its influence extends to every putt of our conduct. 
For it leaches us that the object lo bo aimed ill in Lhu economy 
devised by man, is wise development of tlm irrcBmlihlo nconomy of 
nature, which cannot bo amended till it is In si sLudiod imil ubbyod. 
In some departments it has Iho chaructov of fnto; LhuL in, it admits 
of no modification. But oven hero, in fipitn of tlm Hii|mtllcitil 
objections to it which have arisen from inlflluclual prMn, it is 
necessary for the proper regulation of lunnun Jifo. KuppuHu, for 
instance, that man wore exempt from tho nocwmity of living on llio 
earth, and worn free to pass at will from olio pliinnt lo imolliur, Iho 
very notion of society would bo rendered impossible by tlio Uconco 
which each individual would have to give way to whutovor 
unsettling and distracting impulses his nature utighl inoliiio hinu 
Our propensities are no heterogeneous and ao deficiunt in nlovuliou, 
lhal there would bo no fixity or consistency in our conduct, 1ml for 
thoso insurmountable conditions. Our fcoblo reason may fn-t at 
such restrictions, but without them all ils deliberating would bo 
confused and purposeless. AVo aro powerless to crunLo: nil Dint wo 
oan do in bettering our condition is to modify an ordor in which wo 
can produce no radical change, Supposing m in posHOBfiion of that 
, . absolute indapondouco to which mataphysiwil pvW \\H\\WK, it ia 

certain that so far from improving our condition, it would bo ft bar 
M .. to all development, whothov social or individual. Tlio trim jjiilh 

!.i I 1 of human progress lies in tho opposite direction; in diminishing 

tho vacillation, inconsistency, and discordance of our dcai^HH hy 
furnishing external motives for those opomliona of our intollouliml, 
moral and practical powers, of which tho original eourco wnfl pua-ly 
intonial. Tho tics by wliich our vtivioua divovgiwg Unduncioa mo 
held together would be (luito inadciiuato Cor- Lhoir inirposo, without 



lint, howovor groat tho value of Positivo doctrine in pointing out 
tlio unchangeable aspects of tho universal Order, what wo have 
principally to consider arc Urn numerous departments in which that 
order admits of artificial modifications. Hero lies tho most 
important sphere of human activity. Tho only phenomena, indeed, 
which wo nro wholly unable to modify are tho simplest of till, tho 
phenomena of tho Solar System which we inhabit. It is true that 
now that wo know its laws wo can easily conceive them improved 
in certain rospocts ; hut to whatever degree our power over nature 
may extend, wo shall novor bo able to produce tho slightest change 
in thorn. What wo Imvo to do is so to dispose our lifo as to sub- 
mit to thoao resistless fatalities in tho best way wo can; and this 
ia comparatively cnsy, because their greater simplicity enables \w to 
foresee them with more precision and in a more distinct future. 
Their interpretation by Positivo science has had a most important 
influence on tho gradual education of tho human intellect : and it 
will always continue to bo tho source from which wo obtain tho 
clearest and most impressive sonso of Immutability. Too exclusively 
stncliud they might even now load to fatalism ; hut controlled as their 
influence will bo henceforward by a moro philosophic education, 
they may well become a means of moral improvement, by di- 
posing us to submit with resignation to all evils which are 
Absolutely insurmountable. 

In other parts of tho external economy, invariability untinmoat 
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in all primary aspects is found compatible with modi- modify it mini 
ftcatiom iu points of secondary imnortauco. These '"^wiS^ 1 ^ 
modifications become moro numerous and extensive as H forms tho 

,11 i mi p n Aj'Bloiiiauo 1m- 

tho phenomena are moro complex. Iho reason ol tins n { 4 ( human 
is that tho causes from a combination of which tho nul| "- 
effects proceed being moro varied and moro accessible, offer greater 
facilities to our feeble powers to interfere with advantage, lint all 
this has boon fully explained in my "System of Positive Philo- 
sophy ". The tendency of that work was to show that our inter- 
vention bocamo moro efficacious in proportion as the phenomena 
upon which wo acted had a closer relation to 'the lifo of man or 
society, Indeed tho extensive modifications of which society 
admits, go far to keep up tho common mistake that social pheno- 
mena are not subject to any constant law. 

At tho same time wo have to romombor that this increased 
possibility of human intervention in certain parts of tho External 
Order necessarily coexists with increased imperfection, for which it 




time, ino existence 01 inuso uoiccui HIIUUKI uu UIKUII nuo 
careful consideration; not indeed with tho hope of nmnndiiiH them, 
but as a check upon unreasoning admiration. licmdrs, thny'lond ua 
to a clearer conception of the true position of Humanity, ti portion 
of which the moat striking feature is Uio noccBuity of struggling 
against difficulties of every land, Lastly, by obm'rving tlioso 
defects wo arc less likoly to wnsto our titno in seeking fur absolute 
perfootion, and so neglecting Uio wiser course of looking for auch 
improvements aa are really possible. 

In all other phenomena, the Jncreaaing imperfection of Llio 
economy of nature becomes a powerful stimulus to nil our fnoultics, 
whether moral, intellectual, or pi-notion). Hero wo find 
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which can really bo alleviated to n largo extent by wiflo anil well- 
sustained combination of efforts. Thin consideration Hhituld KWO A 
firmness and dignity of bearing, to which Humanity could novor 
attain during her period of infanoy. Those who look wisely into 
tie 'future of society will fool that Uio conception of man Incoming, 
without fear ot boast, tl\o arbiter, within oortnin HinilH, of hia own 
destiny, has in it something far more satisfying than Uio old belief 
in Providence, which implied our remaining passive. Suclnl union 
will be strongthened by the conception, bociiuno ovory ono will BOO 
that union forma our principal vofeouvco ftgiumt, Lho inMos ol 
human lifo. And while it calls out our noblont flympalliiaa, it 
inlpressea us more strongly with Uio importance of high intellectual . 
culture, hoing itself the object for which suoh cultuvo is roqiiirod. 
These important results liavo boon over on U\o tncronw in modern 
times ; yet hitherto they have bflcu too limited mid cnaiml to ho 
appnciatod rightly, except so far as wo could ontioiimlo tho fiitnto 
of society by tho light of sound historical principles. Art, BO far 
a* it is yet organized, dooa not include Umt \rnvt of Uvo economy of 
nature whibh, being tho most modifiable, tho moat imperfect, and 
the mostimportant of all, ought on ovory ground to bo tenanted na 
the praoipal object of human exertions, Kvon Medical Art, 
specmllyso called, IB only just beginning to fa* Ktelt from ito 
l^ V ;n r 6i And Social Art, wbotiior moral or polilioal, i 
routine so deeply that few statesmen admit tlu possibility 
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to law a as otliovs. W UGH Uio cuucaplum at Ui Uidoi ot iMauivG luis 
become generally accepted in its full extent, tlio ordinary definition 
of Art will bcconio 03 coin pro] luiisivo and as homogeneous as Unit 
of Science; niul it will tlion become obvious to all sound thinkers 
that the principal sphere of both Art and Science is tlio social life 
of man. 

Thus the social aovvicos of the Jnlollect are not limited to reveal- 
ing the existence of an external Economy, and tlio necessity of 
submission to its sway. If the theory 13 to have miy influence upon 
our active powers, it should include nu exact estimate of tlio impor- 
fbotions of this economy and of tlio limits within which it varioi, 
so as to indicate and define the boundaries of human intervention. 
Thus it will always bo an important function of philosophy to 
criticize nature in a Positive spirit, although the antipathy to theo- 
logy by which such criticism was formerly animated has ceased 
to have much interest, from the very fact of having done its work 
so effectually. The object, of Positive criticism is not controvoraiul. 
It aims simply at putting tlio great question of human life in a 
clearer light. It board closely on what Positivism tenches to ho 11 IR 
groat oiul of life, namely, the struggle to become moro perfect ; 
which implies previous imperfection. This truth is strikingly ap- 
parent when applied to the case of our own nature, for true morality 
requires a deep ami habitual consciousness of our natural dofools. 

I have now described the fundamental condition of , r , 10 d)(of 
the Positive Synthesis. Deriving its subjective priuci- iiiniouiiy of 
plo from tlio affections, it is dependent ultimately on Kynthosia'ww 
Llio mloUiiel fov its obiccUvo baavs. This basis connects to oouM.iota 
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it with tlio .Economy ot the external world, the domi- oftiioicxtonmi 
won of which Humanity accepts, and at the aamo time ^JJHn^t to 
modifies. I have left many points unexplained; but 3ooii phono. 
enough has boon said for tlio purpose of this work, " l0 "' 1 ' 
whioh is only the introduction to a larger treatise, "\Vo now coma 
to tlio essential difficulty that presented itself in the construction 
of 'the Synthesis. That difficulty was to discover tlio truo Theory 
ot human and social Development. Tho first decisive stop in this 
discovery renders the conception of tlio Order of Nature complete. 
It stands out then as the fundamental doctrine of an universal 
system, for which, tho whole course of modern progress has boon 
preparing tho way. For throe, centuries mon of science Imvtj boon 
unconsciously co-operating in tho work. They have loft no gap of 
any importance, except in tho region of Moral and Social phono- 
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view from which every dcpavtmcnt of kuowlcdfio can liu mnlinuwl. 
In my "System of Positive Philosophy" both UiPRolJcln woro 
aimed nt. I attempted, and in tlio opinion nf tlio principal lliiitlcors 
of our time successfully, to complete and nt the wimn tiinn co-or- 
dinnto Natural Philosophy, by establishing U"J fjciioml law of 
human development, social as well as intellectual. 1 nlmH nt, now 
enter into tho discussion of Urn liw, smco il ImlU in no Imigcv 
contested. Fuller consideration of it, ia roaorvwl for tlio lltml 
volume of my now troatiso. It Inya down, as in ^oiiornlly kunwn, 
that our speculations upon nil Bulycots wlmtsonvnr, pfiwi iirn'MRnrily 
through tlireo succossivo etngon ; u Theological lfij(" i" wli it'll frofl 
pky ia given to sponlaucoun fictions iitltnUlin^ of no pwinf j Um 
Metaphysical Binge, clmttictoTisicd by Uio pTovMcnco of pt'vaoiniloil 
abRtractions or outilics; lastly, tha PoaiUvn RU^o, luifina \\\wn nil 
exact view of tho real facts of tho caeo. Tho firat, though purnly 
provisional, is invariably tlto point from which wo flliui; tlio third 
Is the only permanent or normal state; tlio nocoml linn but a modi- 
fying or rather a solvent influence, which qual'tRes it for wgnlntiug 
the transition from the first Btngo to tho third. Wo Vtogin with theo- 
logical Imagination, thence wo, \mfta Uu-o\\gU wotapUynicftl I )i('.URRiou, 
and wo end at last with positive Demonstration. Thus by means of 
this one general law wo are enabled to toko a (joniprplionBivo and 
simultaneous view of tho pnst, pvoaont, and future of Iluinnnily. 

In my "System of Positive Philosophy," this law of Vilfallon 
hna always been associated with tho law of ClimsificnUon, thn appli- 
cation of which, to Sodftl Dynamics fwvmahos tho aocond nlnmonl 
requisite for tho theory of development. It fixes tho order iix which 
our different conceptions pass through each of theao nhflfloa That 
order, as is generally known, ia determined by tho rtncrcaemg 
generality, or what comos to tho eamo thing, by tho liicronniiig oom- 
plftxity of the phenomena; Uio more complex lioing iinlumllv 
dependent upon thoso that arc more simple and loaa ftpcoial. 
Arranging tho ecionces according to this mutual relation, wo find 
them grouped naturally in six primary divisions: Mathematics, 
Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and Sociology. Uaoh 
passes - through the throe phases of development bofoio tlio 
one succeeding it. Without continuous reference to thin classifi- 
cation the theory of development would bo contused and vftguo. 




lira!, sight to include nothing but the intellectual movement. Rut 
my previous remarks will have shown that tins is enough to giuir. 
nn too its applicability lo social progress also; since social progress 
has invariably depended on the growth of our fundamental buliofs 
with regard to tho oconomy that surrounds us. Tho historical p-irlioii 
of my "Positive Philosophy" bafj proved an unbroken connection 
between (lie development of Activity and that of Speculation; on 
tlio combined influence of these depends tho development of Affection. 
Tho theory therefore requires no alteration : what is wanted is merely 
an additional statement explaining tho phases of active, that is to 
.say, of political development. Human activity, as I have long since 
shown, passes successively through the stages of. OUousivo warfare, 
Defensive warfare, and Industry. Tho respective connection of 
these states with tho preponderance of tho theological, tho meta- 
physical, or tlio positive Hpivit leads afe once to a complete ftxplaim- 
.tion of history. It reproduces in a systematic form tho only his- 
torical conception which has become adopted by universal consent ; 
U\o division, namely, of hislovy into Ancient, Mcdirnvsvl, ivml Modern. 
Thus tho foundation of Social ecionco depends simply upon 
establishing tho truth of this theory of development. Wo do this 
by combining the dynamic law, which is its rtislmeUvo foatmo, wilh 
tho statical principle which renders it coherent ; wo then complete 
tho theory by extending it to practical life. All knowledge is now 
brought williin the upbore of Natural Philosophy ; and Uio pro- 
visional distinction by which, since Aristotle and Plato, it has boon 
' so sharply demarcated from Moral Philosophy, ceases to exist. Tho 
Positive epiiit, so long confined Lo the simpler inorganic phenomena, 
.lias now passed through its difficult course of probation. It ox Lends 
lo a moro important and more intricate clnsa of speculations, and 
disongagoa thorn foi 1 over from all theological or metaphysical 
influence. All our notions of I ruth tiro thus rendered homogeneous, 

and begin at once to converge towards a central principle. A firm 
objective basis is consequently laid down for that complete co- 

ordination of human existence towards which all sound Philosophy 
.has ever tended, but which the want of adequate mate-rials has 
.hitherto made impossible. 

It will bo felt, I think, that tho principal difficulty ^'5^5: 
of the Positive Synthesis was mot by my discovery of oinaicni town 

the laws of development, if wo boai- in mind that u^moCiJ 
while that theory completes and co-ordiiiatos tho objcc- iwftinuiniij 

live basis of tho system, it at tho same time holds it in !^<'"A"- 
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tlie intellect is lno apt to aim in ila priila t something bnyomt its 
proper function, which consists in unromilting wn'vico of lltu Hooinl 
sympathies. It would willingly cacapo from all control niitl follow 
Us own bent towards speculative digressions ; u tendency which is 
at present favouicd by tlio undisciplined habits of llinii^ht iiutunilly 
duo to the first rise of Posilivtom in its Bpecinl depart uu'ii IN. Tho 
influence of UKJ moral pvmdplo ia uocu&wuy to vocull it tu its tnm 
function; since if its investigations wore nlluwod In imunio un 
abaohto clmvaclor, and to nuogmso no Hii\\t, wo Blilil only bo 
repeating in a scientific form ninny of tho worst romilU of lliuolo* 
gicnl and motaphysicnl belief. Tim Uuivcvso IB tu bu uiuiliml not for 
ils own snko, but for the enko of Jl'nn or mllior of Hiiinuiiity. To 
study it in any oilier spirit would not only bo immoral, but nlao- 
highly irrational. For, na aliUcmonts of iwro olijuutivu trulh, our 
scientific thoorios can nevov bo roally en Us factory. Xliny cnn only 
satisfy us from tho subjective point of view; tlniL ia, hy limiting 
themselves to tlio treatment of such questions] us Imvo HDDIM ilircut 
or indirect inllucnco over humnii lifo. It ia for social fui'liuy to 
determine those- limits; outside which our knowlotl^u will iilwuyn 
remain imperfect as well as iiacloes, and this ovoii in tho ciwo of tho 
simplest phenomena ; na astronomy testifies. "Wore tho inlluonco 
of social feeling to bo slackened, Hie Positive spirit would HUUU fall 
back to llio subjects which wore preferred during tho period of its 
infancy ; subjects tho most remote from Humuu uauiout, tiiul Lliuvo- 
fore also tho easiest. While its prolmtionavy poriod lubtod, it was 
natural to investigate all accessible proMoma v/Hhottt dialiiiutiou ; 
and this was often justified by tho logical value of many problem* 
that, scientifically speaking, wove Msultm lix\t ow that tho ViMlivo 
method has been sufficiently developed to bo applied exclusively lo 
the purpoao for which it w ft s intcmltid, llioro ia no uao wlmtovor in 
prolonging the period of probation hy thoso idle oxoraincB. Jndcud 
tUowantof pwposo and disciplinb in our researches ia mnidly 
assuming a retrograde character. Its tendency is to undo tho oliie'f 
results obtaural by tho spirit of dolaU during iho Umo whun Uml 
spirit was really essential to progress. 

^T tb P? ri . OU8difflolllt y' Tlio eoMtruotlon 
a91 ! f f r th ? ^Wvo-ynthflale imposes two 0011. 
seem at nrst sight, incompatible. On the one hand 




natural tendency to unlimited digressions, llio problem was 
insoluble, so long as tho study of tho natural economy did nob 
include- Sociology. ]Jut as soon (is tho Positive spirit extends tft 
tho treatment of social questions, those at onco lake precedence of 
all others, inul tlius tho inoml point of view becomes paramount. 
Objective science, proceeding from without inwards, falls at last 
into natural harmony with tho subjective or moral principle, tho 
superiority of which it had for so long a timo resisted. As a mere- 
speculative question it may bo considered as proved lo tho satisfac- 
tion of every true thinker, that tho social point of view IB logically 
and scientifically supremo over all others, being tho only point from 
which all our scientific conceptions can uo regarded ns a whole. 
Yet its influence can never bo injurious to tho progress of other 
Positive studios; for these, whether for Iho sake of their method 
or of their subject matter, will always continue to bo necessary tis 
an introduction to tho fuml science. Indeed tho Positive system. 
gives Uio highest sanction and' the most powerful stimulus to all 
preliminary sciences, by insisting on the relation which each of them 
boars to tlio great whole, Humanity. 

Thus tho foundation of sociid science hears out tho statement 
made at the beginning of thi work, that tho intellect would, under 
Positivism, accept its proper position of subordination to the heart. 
Tho recognition of this, whioh in tho subjective principle of Posi- 
tivism, renders tho construction of a complete system of human lifo 
possible. The antagonism which, wince the close of tho Middle 
Agos, has arisen between Kcnson and .fooling, was an anomalous 
though inevitable condition. It is now for ever at an end ; and 
tho only system which can really satisfy the wants of our nature, 
individually or collectively, is therefore ready for our acceptance. 
As long us tho antagonism existed, it was hopeless to expect that 
Social Sympathy could do much to modify the preponderance of 
self-love in the affairs of life. JJut tho case is different ns soon as 
vcftBOU iwd sympathy ava brought into native co-opurution. 
Separately, their influence in ouv imperfect organisation is very 
foohlo; "but combined it may extend indefinitely. It will never, 
indeed, bo able to do away with tho fact that practical lifo must, 
to a largo extent, bo regulated by interested motives; yet it may 
introduce a standard of morality inconceivably higher than any 
that has existed in tho past, before these two modifying fovcoa could 
bo made to combine their action upon our stronger and lower 
instincts. 




pnrpono uMoro \,\ ]fi \, .I'oJity. ULiKmviRc Mid imi'iiri'L, win IK) nuTinu 
U8 ' away, as it bus boon bcfnrr, by its lumlniry In ntn-ltma 

digicRsions, It will endeavour to extend llicliiml-t nf if province; 
thereby escaping from tho discipline iiiipriatid liy not-inl motives, and 
putting off all attempts at moral nnd social regeneration fm-a lunger 
time than tlio construction of tho philosophic Imnis for fiction really 
demands. Here wo shall Hud a fwiah pvant of tho importance of 
my theory of development. JSy that dinc-twcry Uio intellectual 
synthesis mny bo, coufmlcvttd m having ahviuly vouched llm \w\\\\, 
from which llio synthesis of afl'cctkms may bo nt unco lie&nn ; nnd 
oven that of actions, at least in it highest* nnd mml, tHllitmlt jmtL, 
anorality properly so called. 

WiLlt tho view of TesUiclmg Uio coiiHkucUnn of (ho tilijcctivn Imwis 

within rcnsonablo limits, there is tins difllinction to bo Imnut in mind. 

In the Order of Nature, Lhovo ore two claasoH of IIIWH j UKIHO Unit nro 

simple or Abstract, Ihoso that aro compound or Cnne.ri'tn. In my 

i work on "Positive Philosophy," tho distinction lm WI>H lluirou^ily 

| established, and frequent use has bncn umdo of if, ]t will bi\ miffi- 

ciont here to point out its origin and tho mollmrt ctl apiilyin^ it. 

Positive science may deal cither wit!) objccla tlioniHelvus ns tboy 
exist, or with tho separate phenomena that tho objnclH nxliIhiU 
Of course wo can only judge of an object by tho mnn'of ita pliono- 
mona; but it is open to us cither to examine u Hponial olrina of 
phenomena ahstraoLccl from all tho beings Uml oxbilild it, or to tnko 
Bomo special object, and examine tho whole naiiorolo gninp of 
phonomona. In tho latter caso wo shall bo atndyinp dilTnront 
systems of existence; in the former, different inodi'H of activity. 
As good an example of tho distinction as flan bo given i that, 
already mentioned, of Meteorology. Tho JadR of weather nro 
evidently combinations of astronomical, physical, chemical, hioloftf 4 
al, and even social phnnomcna; eacli of dlicso classoB requiring its 
own separate theories. Wore these abstract laws BnlMimtly woll 
known to us, then tho whole dilBcnlty of tho conci'oto problem 
would bo so to combine thorn, as to dcilum thft ortlor in which otxoh 
composite effect would follow. T|m, howovor, i* n j)roco8 wltioli 
seems to m so .far beyond our fwljlo powove ol deduction, IhnL 
even supposnig our knowledge of tho abstmct laws iwrfuot. wo 
abould still bo obliged lo luivo iccimrao to tho hulnctivo inolhotl. 




economy nuo us primary pnenoinonn, Unit is to any, into those which 
am not voiluciblo to others. These wo rtingo in classes, each of 
which, notwithstanding tho connection Hint cxUls between nit, 
requires a separate iiuluctivo process; for tliu existence of laws cnn- 
not bo proved in tiny one of them l)y pure deduction. It is only 
with these simpler and niovo abstract relations that our synthesis is 
directly concern oil : wlion those aro established, they allbrd u rational 
groundwork for tho more composite and concrete researches, Tho 
great complexity of concroto relations mnko3 it probable that we 
shall uovor bo ablo Lo co-ovdiuaUi thorn \wfccUy. In tlnd caau Uio 
synthesis would always roniuin limited to abstract laws. But iis 
truo object, thnt of supplying un objective basis for the great 
synthcsid of luinmn life, will nono tho less bo attained. l'or this 
groundwork of abstract knowlodgo would introdnco harmony butwocn 
nil our inontal conceptions, and thereby. would nmko it posaiblo lo 
syslematixoour feelings nnd actions, wliicli is tho object of nil sound 
philosophy. The ab.-itmct study of nature is therefore nil that is 
absolutely indisnonsidjlo for tho ostublishmeiit of unity in lunnan 
life. It serves ns tho foundation of all wise action; na the 
2)ldtiiii(>i>hi(t priwn, tho ncccHsity of which in tho nurnml state of 
Immunity was dimly foreaeon by Iliicon. \V\nm llm abstract laws 
exhibiting tho various modes f activity have been brought syste- 
matically before us, our practical knowledge of each special system 
of existence census to bo purely empirical, though tho greater number 
of eoncmto laws may atill bo unknown. Wo find the bent example- 
of this truth in tho most difficult nnd important subject of nil, 
Sociology. Knowledge of tho principal station! tnul dynamical laws 
of social existence is evidently sufliciont for tho purpose of syste- 
matizing tho various aspects of private or public life, and thereby 
of I'Quduriug QUA- condition fnv mom pei-fcel. Should Ihie kiwwlwlgo 
bo acquired, of which tlmro is now no doubt, wo uood nut rogrot 
being unable to give a satisfactory explanation of ovory state of 
society that we Ilrnl existing throughout the world in all ages. 
The di.iuiplino of social fooling will chock any foolish indulgence of 
tho spirit of curiosity, and provunt tho untlorstanding from wasting 
its powers in molt-as speculations; for feeble ns those [towers nro, it 
is from them that Humanity derives her most efficient moans of 
contending against tho defects of iho External Order. The discovery 
of the principal concroto laws would no doubt bo attended by tho 
moat bonulieinl results, moral as well ns physical ; nnd this is the 
field in which the science of tho future will reap its richest harvest.. 
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should novor become so perfect ns wo di-miu, social rogoiiiTiition will 
still bo possible. 

Itogimlod under ibis more niniplo nflppr.t, our ylom 
O f 80 i ntific knowluiluo i ftlwuly net fur Hnlinnilnif. Unit ' 

. . . , n , . ^ ... . ,, ,'. ,. 

nil thinkers whoso nature iH Hiillli'ii'iHIy Hymi'iiUiotHj 
in[i y l>tt>wd without tlolay to Uio imililpin of inoinl 

VflgCHCVfttion j fl \WOblum \v!li(llv IHMBt 1VWJHIVH lllG Wfty 

for Unit of politicnl roorgAiiiwlion. l''or wn nlmll thul that tlio 
theory of tlovolopnioiit of which wo liiivo IILVU HjicnkhiK, wliou 
looked at from another jioint of view, coiulnnuH niul ByHlt'inal-iKCB 
all oivr iibstrnot concopliona of Uio onlov ol naUiro, 

Tliis will lio umlaralood liy rogavdiiiK all tlnpuititioiUH ot our 
luiowlcclgo ns being really component purlfl of ono dinl t)ir mino 
soionco; tho science of Ilimmmly. 'All other Boii'iin-H nr Imt tlio 
])rohido or tho dovolopmont ol Lhle. Jloforo wo nrn I'litur upon It 
directly, there avo two Bubjccts which it is nocwwrnvy to invcalimilo j 
our external oiroumstancos, and Iho orgAiiixnlioii nf 'our own imliirc, 
Social life cannot bo understood without first mulnmdimliiiK Uio 
modinm in which it ia dovolopod, nml tho hoinga wliu inatilfcHt it. 
We blinll make no progress, Ihoroforo, in tlio linnl Mtlnnco iinlil wo 
have sufficient abstract knowledge of Uio oulw wovlil nml ot 
individual life to dcfuio tho mfluoiico of thoao Inwn on tho Bpooinl 
Jaws of social phonomomi. And this is nocounry from tlio logionl 
as well ns from tho scientific point of view. Tlio fonblo fdcultloa 
of our mtolloct require to T tvftmod for Iho movo difllonlt apoou- 
lationa by practice in tlio oneior. For tho amuo roaaona, Iha study 
of tho inorganic world should tako procodonco of tho organic. Kor, 
.111 the first place, tho laws of tho inora universal niodo of oxifltonco 
have a'ptepondorating inflxicnco over those of tho moro ni)oolal 
anodes; and in tho second ylaco it is clcavly Inwmbonl on ns to 
begin tho study of tho Positive mothod with its simplest and moot 
oharaetoristio applications. I need not dwell further upon principles 
so fully established m my former work. 

Soc , ia | 1 Ph l! r 08 P h y. therefore, ought on ovory ground lo bo 
preceded by Natural Philosophv in t!,o ordinary R oU of !L word- 
Hmt is o say by tbo study of Inorganic and organic notura. It is 
Tewrvod for our own eonturv to tako in tho wholo seono of soionco: 
-but tho-oommoncemflnt of tW proparatory atudioa cfatos from tbo 



dependence of biological conditions upon astronomical is very cotlain. 
3 Jut thesis two Bcioiicus differ too nmcli from each otlior and nro two 
inHiroctly connected to glvo na an adequate concoption of Natural 
Philosophy ai a whole. It would bo pushing thn principle of 
condensation too far to reduce it to these two terms. One connect- 
ing link was supplied by Iho science of Chemistry which arose in 
tho middle ages. The natural succession of Astronomy, Chemistry, 
and JJiology leading gradually up to tho final soionco, Sociology, 
made it possible to conceive more or loss imperlcclly of mi iulullcc- 
tual synthesis. Hut tho interposition of Chemistry was not enough ; 
because, though its relation to Biology was intimate, it was too 
remote from Astronomy, 1'or want of nndorstanding tho mode in 
which astronomical conditions really affcotod ua, tho arbitrary and 
chimerical fancies of astrology wore employed, though of course 
quite valueless except for this temporary purpose, hi tho seven- 
teenth century, however, the science of Physics, specially so called, 
wns founded ; and a satisfactory arrangement of scientific concep- 
tions began to bo formed. Physics included a series of inorganic 
researches, the. move, general branch of which bordered on Astronomy, 
tho more special on Chomwtry. To complete our view of tho 
scientific hierarchy wo have now only to go buck to He origin, 
Mathematics ; a claas oE speculations BO simple and eo general, that 
they passed at once and without effort into tho Positive atago. 
"Without Mathematics, Astronomy was impossible : and tlioy will 
always contiuua to bo the starting point of Positive education for 
tho individual as they have boon for tho raco. Even under tho 
most absolute theological influence thoy stimulate the Positive spirit 
lo a certain doyrco of systematic growth, From thorn it extends 
step by stop to tho subjects from which at first it had been most 
rigidly excluded. 

\V*G soo from those brief remarks that tho series of tho abstract 
floioncos naturally arranges itsolf according to tho decrease in 
generality and tho incrcaso'in complication. "Wo soo tho reason for 
the introduction of each member of the soriea, and tho mutual 
connection between them. Tho classification is evidently tho samo 
as that before laid down in my theory of development. That 
theory therefore may bo regarded, fratn tho statical point o view, 
as furnishing a direct basis for the co-orcUimtion of Abstract concep- 
tions, on which, as wo have noon, tho whole synthesis of human lifo 
depends. That co-ordination at once establishes unity in our 
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trnct from tho two adjoining links ; but it in cloudy h-lnlwl in lU 
commoiicoinont to tho preceding levin, in its couduhimi lo Uio Lorm 
which follows. A further proof of tho homoj(imouuinjs nuil con- 
tinuity of Uio system is Umt tlm same prinuiplo of elniwillcuUon, 
when applied inoro closely, enables ua to HITUUKO Uio vniioua theo- 
ries of wliicU each science -onsisls. If'or exumplo, thu llirtm great 
ovdovs of mntUctnalical eitoculalions, Arithmetic, Guoniutry, nncl 
Mcclinnica, follow tho siuno law of cliwaiflwaiou ua Unit l>y which 
ilio on tiro scale is icgulatatl. And I liavo aliown iu my " I'oniUvo 
Pliilosopliy" tlmt tlio aamo hohls good oi Uio oilier nciunci^. As a 
wjiolo, tliurcforo, tho scries is tho most COIICIHO ainimifiry llmt can 
bo forinwl of tlio vast rongo of Abalmot trulli ; niut coiivownly, all 
laLioiuil vcscurcheg o a eiiecial kind rouult in nmuu purtiul ilnvolop- 
mont of this scvics. Enoh term in it taint tun its awn Hpaciul jiro- 
cesses ol induction; jot in onch wo ronson ilvUwUvly frmii Uio 
prccwUiig terra, a method which will nlwnya Ijo HH nuccHsixry for 
purposes of inslruoLion, ns it was origimiHy for Llio puf|inso ( o 
discovery. Thus it is that all our ollior studioH nro butn iinipiualioii 
for tlio iinal science of Ilinnaiiity. J!y it tliciv nioilo uf culture 
will always bq influenced, and will gradually ho inibuuil with tlio 
Uuesinut of genorftlity, which is BO o'osoly cuuiu'ctud with Racial 
sympathy. Mor ia thero ay dangov of such inlluouto bucnimug 
opjirc^sivo, since Uio very prlncijilo of our ayaloni ia Lo combine ft 
duo incnauro of independence with pmctical convoix''iieo. Tho fact 
that our theory of classification, by tlio very UmiiB ul' ita conipnaiMon, 
subordinates intollcotnal to social conaidoratioiif, ia uiuinrmtly 
culcjuliitcd to secure its popular acceptance. It bvin^a tho whole 
speculative systam uiidev Uw cvilwi&m, and at) the enuw limo niulcc 
tho pvutcction of tho public, which is usually not slow lo chuck any 
abuse of those habits of abstraction .which ni'o nocnenary to tho 
philosopher. 

The same theory then which explains tho menial evolution of 
Humanity, lays down tho true method by which our nbsLraot 
conceptions should bo classified ; ihua roconoiliiig Iho OQiuUUoua of 
Oi-der and Movoraont, hiUicvto mow or losa at vnrinuco. Ha his- 
torical cloorne8& a\\d its philosophionl force Btvongtlion oftoh olhoi, 
for wo cannot understand the connection of our concoplloim oxcopt 
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tliia unity will bo developed and couRolulato.il as ouv knowledge of 
Ha basis becomes more satis facto 17. lint Uio social application. of, 
tho fly atom will liavo far inoro influence on tho result than any 
ovoratmincd attempts nt exact, scientific accuracy. Tho object of 
our philosophy is to direct tho spiritual reorganization of tho 
civilized u'ovlil. It is with a view to this object that all attempts 
at fresh discovery or nl improved urrangoinont should bo conduotod. 
Moral imd political rof|\ui'omouts will lead us to investigate now 
rchiUous ; hut Ihu search should not bo can-Sod fixvlhor than ia 
nuccsaury for thciiv application. Sit (Union!, fov ouv purpose, if this 
incipient clasaiiinntiou of our montfil product bo so far worked out 
thnt tho synllHJsis of An"i;cli<m nml of Action mriy bo at onco 
attoiuptiiil ; tlmt in, llmt wo may be^iu at onco to construct that 
system of morality undur which tho linal rt-^cuonition of HumnniLy 
\vill procuml. '.riioao who havo road my "Positive Philosophy" 
will, I think, bo convinced that the time for this attempt has 
arrived. How urgently it 19 needed will nppoar in ovory part ol 
tho picscnt wovk. 

I luivo now daaeribed. Uioaouovul snivitof Positivimn. 

it, i n i ii - , i i 

Init thoro iiro two or tlivoo points on wluch aomo 
furthor oxplnnation ia ncccssai-y, ns tlioy arc tho source 
of misnpprchoisluns too comnion and too sorioua to ho 
disixiKai'ded. Of course C only concern myself with 
such objoctions as nro mndo in i/ood faith. 

,.,i f . e ,- f t f ,1 i i i T f 

Jho met nl onliro Jveutloin Irom tlieological boliof 
being necussury bL-fuvo tho l.'ositivo atato can bo 
povfoctly iiUniund, hns iuilvicod BupordcitU obsovvovs to 
PosLUvism \villi a atixLa of puvo nwyutiou. Now this BlaUi wns nt 
ono timo, and that oven ao rucently as tho last century, favourable 
to progress ; but at present in those who unfortunately still remain 
in it, it is a radical obstacle to nil Round social ami oven intellectual 
orgaiiixation. J havo long ago repudiated nil philosophical or his- 
tovical connection between Positivism ami what is called Atheism, 
Bui it is desirable to expose tho orror somewhat more clearly. 
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solutions of Theological problems, instead of setting aside all 
inaccessible researches on the ground of thoir utter inutility.^ The 
true Positive spirit consists in substituting the study of tho invari- 
able Laws of phenomena for that of their so-called Causes, 
whether proximate or primary ; in a word, in studying tho How 
instead of the Why. Now this is wholly incom pati bio with the 
ambitious and visionary attempts of Atheism to explain the forma- 
tion of (he Universe, tho origin of aninml life, etc. Tho Positivist 
comparing the various phases of human speculation, looks upon 
these scientific chimeras as far loss valuable oven from the intellec- 
tual point of view than the fivst spontaneous inspirations of 
primeval times. The principle of Theology is to explain everything 
hy supernatural Wills. That principle can never be set aside until 
we acknowledge the search for Causes to bo beyond our reach, and 
limit ourselves to the knowledge of Laws. As long as men persist 
in attempting to answer the insoluble questions winch occupied the 
attention of the childhood of our race, by far tho more rational plan 
is to do as was done then, that ia, simply to givo freo play to the 
imagination. Those spontaneous beliefs have gradually fallen into 
disuse, not because they have been disproved, but because mankind 
has become more enlightened as to its wants and tho scope of its 
powers, and has gradually given an entirely 'now direction, to its 
speculative efforts. If we insist upon penetrating tho unattainable 
mystery of the essential Cause that produces phenomena, there is 
no hypothesis more satisfactory than that they proceed from Wills 
dwelling in them or outside them j an hypothesis which assimilates 
them to the effect produced by the desires which exist within 
ourselves. Were it not for the pride induced by metaphysical and 
scientific studies, it would bo inconceivable that any atheist, 
nwdera or ancient, should have believed that his vague hypotheses 
on racb a subject were preferable to this direct mode of explanation. 
And it was the only mode which really satisfied the reason, until 
nwa began to see the utter inanity and inutUity of all search lot 
absolute troth. The Order of Nature ia doubtless very imperfect 
in every respect; but its production is far more compatible with 
thehyp^hesia of an intelligent Will than with that of a blind 
meeteBiHm. Persistent atheists therefore would seem to be the 
^flJogical of Ifaeologista -. because they occupy themselves with 
Uiyogwal problems, and yet reject tye only appropriate method of 
fcandfiftg them. But the fact is that pure Atheism even in the 




pulsed iiiuior ioaniou lornis, nuo a vague ami ansiraui/ juun ui 
I'cUuhiam. Aiul it ift not impossible thai it. may lead to the vopro- 
cluction in ono form or oilier of every theological phase, as soon as 
tho clicck which modern society atill imposes on metaphysical 
cidvavu-gflWAi has become Houuuvlmt \veako,up.d. Tho adoption of 
such thcorii'H us a satisfactory system of belief, indicates ft very 
exaggerated or rather false view of intellectual roqiiiiuiuoiila, and a 
vory insullicifnt rounguUion of moral and social wants. It is 
generally cnnm'cU'd with tho visionary but mischievous tendencies 
of ambitious Uiinltovs io uphold ivlmL thoy cnll tho ompiro of 
llonson. Tn Lho moral sphoro it forms a sort of basis for tho 
degrading fallncioa of inodom motrt physicians as to tho nbsoluto 
pveponderftiico of ecU-intwost. PoHUcally, ils toiulouoy is to 
unliinited prolongation of tho revolutionary position : its spirit is 
that of blind hatred to tho past : and it resists all attempts to 
explain ilon Pnsitivo principles, with Uw view ol dieo.loeing tho 
future. Atheism, therefore, is not liknly to load to Positivism 
except in those who pass through it rapidly as tho last and most 
fiUovUivcd ot mctaphysicrtl plmpcs. And the wide diffusion of tho 
fitiicntific spirit in tlin prr-ncnl. day inaltofi lliis passage so easy (hat 
lo arrive at maturity without accomplishing it, is a symptom of a 
certain mental vveidcnoas, which is often conncntod with moral 
influflicioncy, and ia vory incompatible with Positivism. Negation 
offers but ft icoblo and precarious basis for union : awl disbelief in 
Monotheism is of itself no bettor proof of a mind fit to grapple with 
tho questions of tho day than disbelief in Polytheism or JAitiohiem, 
which no one would maintain to bo an adequate ground for claiming 
intellectual sympathy. Tho atheistic phase indeed was not really 
necessary, except for the revolutionists of tho last contury who took 
tho load in tho movement towm-ds radical i-cgonomtion of society. 
The necessity hns already ceased ; for tho decayed condition of tho 
old system makes tho need of regeneration palpable to all. Persist- 
ence in anarchy, mid Atheism in tho most characteristic symptom 
of anarchy, is a temper of mind nioro unfavourable to tho organic 
spirit, which ought by this time to liavo established its inlluonoo, 
than sincere ndhcaum to tho old forms. This latter is of course 
obstructive : but at loost it docs not hinder us from fixing our 
attention upon tlio great social problem. Indeed it helps us to do 
so ; because it forces the now philosophy to throw aside every 
weapon of attack against the older faith except its own higher 
capacity of satisfying our moral and social -vvixnta. But in thb 
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Atheism maintained by many imslaphyniciaHH and RcU'Uttfic innn of 
tho present dny, Positivism, instead of wliolrmniui rivalry of this 
kind, will meet with nothing but barren reliance. Anli-theulngi. 
calassnch men may bo, they fool uninixnd repugnance, for any 
attempts at social rcgenoralion, although their eflbrlH in tho luat 
contury liad to some extent prepared llm way fur il. Km-, Ihon, 
fvom counting upon their support, PoHiUvintn mimt e\piic.t to find 
them hostile; although from Iho incohoreucn uf their opiniona it 
will not bo difficult to reclaim those uf them \v\uw. i?irniH uru not 
essentially duo to pride. 
Mft^riftMam I'l' cliarRO of Malorinlitmi which in oflim nuulo 

Is duo to Iho ftrjainet PosillVO philoSOpliy M uf H1OW illlplirltlllCd. It 
onoronohmtiit - , .1 t ,<i- .1 1-1 

of tho loww originates in Iho coin-so of Rcicnlilm Htiuly upon winch 
SonUSn'lrftiio kho Positive Syslcin in bnm-il. Jii answering Iho 
charge, I need not enter into any (litunta-'iim of i 
liable- mysteries. Our theory of dnvulopnie.nl 
oimblo us to BOO distinctly llio real ground o; 
confusion that exists upon tho subject. 
Positive science was for a long time limited lo the ii 

subjects: it could not roach Iho highest except by n natural 

of intermediate stops. As each of thofto elepH I'M lukeii, llm Blmlent 
is apt to bo influenced too strongly by tho melhndu ami remilla of 
tho preceding s (ago. Here, as it Bocnm Lo nm, lii-s llm mil notitco 
of that scientific error which men Jiavo iiiHliimlively lilaimsl aa 
materialism. Tho nomo is just, because Iho loiidency itnlii-nlcd IB 
ono which degrades tho higher subjects of Lbouglit by cnn founding 
thorn with tho lower. It was hardly poesiblo that Ihiw iiurpation 
by ono science of the domain of another should Imvo been wliolly 
avoided. Por since tho moro special phenomena do really depend 
upon tho moro general, it is porfcclly legitinmto fr mw\\ Hisinuco to 
exorcise a certain deductive influence upon that wbicb fnllnWH it in 
the scalo. By such inlluonco tho special luduclioiw of Unit Htsionoo 
wore rondorcd more coherent. Tho result, however, ia Lliat each of 
tho sciences has to undergo a long struggle agiiinat tlm cnurtKiolt- 
monts of tho ono preceding it; a struggle which.cmm in tho euro of 
the subjects which have been studied longest, ia not yot over. 
Nor can it entirely cease until Iho controlling influence ,,f B uund 
philosophy ho oslablisbcd over Iho wholo scale, iiilniiluuiiiK justor 
views of tho rolalions of its several part, about wliieli at proaont 
there 13 such irrational confusion. Thus it apnoara that Matorial- 
ism is a danger inherent in tho modo in which llio sciontillo studios 
necessary as a preparation for Positivism woro pursued. Ifoch 
science tended to absorb tho ono next Lo it, on tho ground of 



by moat of those who deplore it. It passes generally unnoticed 
except in tho highest class of subjects. These doubtless avo inoro 
seriously affected, inasmuch as tlioy undergo tho encroaching process 
from (ill tho real ; but wo find Llio samo thing in diffcronl degrees, 
in ovory stop of tho ficionlific scale. Even tho lowest stop, Mathe- 
matics, is no exception, though its position would scorn at first sight 
to exempt it. To a philosophic eye (hero is Materialism in tho com- 
mon louiloncy of mathematicians at tho present day to absorb 
Gcomotry or Mechanics into tho Calculus, us well as in tho more 
evident encroachments of Mathematics upon Physics, of Physics 
upon Chemistry, of Chemistry, which is more frequent, upon 
Biology, or lastly in tho common tendency of tho best biologists to 
look npon Sociology us a moro corollary of their own science, In 
nil these cases it is tho same fundamental error ; that is, au exagge- 
rated xifio of deductive reasoning ; and in nil il- is attended with tho 
same result; that the higher studios are in constant danger of being 
disorganized by the indiscriminate application of tho lower. AU 
scientific specialists at the present time am moro or loss materialists, 
according as the phenomena studied by thorn are more or less simple 
and general. Geometricians, thorofore, aro moro liable to tho error 
than any others; they all aim consciously or othorwiao at a synthesis 
in which tho nuwt elementary studies, those of Number, Space, and 
Motion, are mado to regulate all tho rest. .But tho biologists who 
resist this encroachment most oncrgoli cully, arc often guilty of tho 
flume mistake. They not unfrcquontly attempt, for instance, to 
explain all sociological facts by the influence of clhnato and raco, 
which are purely secondary ; thus showing their ignorance of tho 
fundamental laws of Sociology, which can only bo discovered by a 
series of direct inductions from history. 

This philosophical estimate of Materialism explains how it is that 
it has been brought as a charge against Positivism, and at tho same 
time proves tho deep injustice of tho charge. Positivism, far from 
countenancing so dangerous an error, is, as wo have soon, the only 
philosophy which can completely remove it. Tho error arises from 
certain tendencies which are in themselves legitimate, but which 
have boon carried too far ; and Positivism satisfies these tendencies 
in their duo measure. Hitherto tho evil has remained unchecked, 
except by the theologico-motnphysical spirit, which, by giving rise 
to what is called Spiritualism, bus rendered a very valuable service. 
But useful as it has boon, it could not arrest tho activo growth of 
Materialism, which has assumed in tho eyes of modern thinkers 
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aomothing of a progressive character, from having lii'im BO long 
connected with tho causo of n>nitancn to 11 itdroKnuIn system. 
Notwithstanding all tlio proUwlH nf thn Rpmtimliftlw, tint lowor 
sciences liavo encroached U])on tho higher to an exli'iiUlnilBiinwiBly 
impairs their independence and tlioir value. Hut I'lioiLivifiiii moots 
tho (lifliGully far moro olfoctuaHy. It witinJiua ami rceoneilua nl\ 
that is really tonablo in tho rival clainiH of Imtli MulorialiJim and 
Spiritualism ; and, having dono Um, \L iltemmU Uimu liolh. It 
holds the 0110 to bo as dangerous to Order ti tlm nlln-r In J'rofiraea. 
This result ia ai\ immctUftUs coiiueqvxouco of Llvy frtluljlinliuu-uL of Uio 
eiioycloptedio scitlo, in which each ficiom:o nttniiiH il own proper 
ephara of iaduotion, whilo dcducllvuly it j-(fiiuuim Hutioviliuato to 
tho science which precedes it. But wlmt roully dnculi-H tlm ninttor 
is tlio fact that such nammoimt iniporlaiKjc, bnlh logically anil 
Boicnlificnlly, is given by Positive Pliilonophy to w.\n\ qit(>lioiiB. 
Koi- those uro tlio quoationa in which tho jiilhumcti of Alitli-iialism 



quoationa 

is most mischievous, and also in which it ie moat iily iiUi-oducud. 
A syatom thoroforo which gives them tho priicuiloncn over nil other 
questions must hold Materialism to bo quiln UH olwlniclivo oa 
Spiritualism, sinoo botli arc aliko an obatnolu to tlm prutfioHH of 
that science for tho so^o of wliicli nil otlioi- sciuiiucH am Htudiccl. 
Further advance in tlio work of social roKomirnLiim inqilinH tlm 
elimination of both oJ tnom, because it cmiuot pcoimwl without 
exact knowledge of tho laws of moral and social phoiiciiiumn. in 
the next diaptw I slwll \rnvo to sponk ot tho mtHuhiovnuH olVocls of 
Matorialism upon tlio Art or jirnctico of fiooiiil lifu, It Icndn to a 
miaconcoption of tlio moat lundnmcHlnl pviniiiplo oS Umt Art, 
namely, tlio systematic separation of spiritual mid temporal power. 
To maintain that separation, to carry out on ft mum tmlUt'uctovy 
basis the admirable attempt mmlo in Iho MuldlivAHcs by tho 
Cathplio Church, is tho most important of politicul ^uiatloiw. 
Thus the Antagonism of Positivism to Matoriallsiu rosta upon 
political no less than upon philosophical grouiitk 

"With the viow of securing a diBpassioimlu conaidoration of this 
subject, and of avoiding all confusion, I liavo laid no alnus umn 
the obargfl of immorality that is so ofton brought ngnhut Matovittl- 
wni. ihe reproach, oven when mado sinooroly. is uoiiBlniilly 
belied by DXpBvionco. IndocO ibis inconsistent with all that wo 
-know of human nature Our opinions, whether right or wrong. 
S n t ot ' f ?^. na %. * ataolmo power over out fueling nnd 
conduct winch u commonly attributed to thorn. Katorinliim liu 

t "y TT tcd ? lfc Uvo whol fflovomoul ol oinaiKd- 
has therefore often boon found in common with tlm 



orroi-, purely uuoiiucumi inougu it oo, nns to a cortiun extent alwnys 
checked tho frco piny of ouv nobler instincts, by loiulhig iiieu to 
ignore or misconceive moral phommionn, which wore loft unex- 
plained by its in-udo hypothesis. Cabauis gavo a striking example 
ol tin's londimcy in his unfortunate attack upon mcrtirovfil chivalry. 
Cnbaiiis was a philosopher whoso inonil nature was as ]niro and 
sympathetic as In'a intellect wna olovatod and enlarged. Yot tlio 
materialism of his day had entirely blinded him to tho bonoficial 
results of tho attempts ivmdo by Urn most onovgoUc of our ancestors 
to institiilo tho Wornhip of Wotnnn. 

Wo Uavo HOW oxuuunwl tlio two pvincipal olmvgos bvouglit 
ngnitist tho Positivo aystoin, und wo ]mvo found Hint they apply 
tueroly to Iho utiayatoinfttio Btute in which Positive principles avo 
first, introduced. !Hul tlio system ia filso accused of Fatfiliam and 
of Optimism ; ohavgoa on which it will not ho nccoasai-y to dwell at 
great length, hocauso, though frequently inado, they nro not diffloult 
to refute. 

Tho charge of Fatalism hns accompanied ovory fresh N (g 
extension of Positive science, from its Rial beginnings, tivimn fiiuiint, 
Wor is tin's Bui'pming ; for whim any soricn of phono- ti'^ rxtuimi 
incna pnsson from the dominion of Wills, whether onioi- to bo 
modillod by inotiiphyHical abstniKtiona 01 not, to tho moiliuft 
dominion of Law, tlio regularity of tho Inttor continsls so strongly 
with tho instability of tho former, as to prosont nil uppoamnco of 
fatality, which nothing but n very careful examination of tho real 
character of scientific truth can dissipate. .And tho error is tho 
more Hkoly to occur from tho fact that our first typos of natural 
laws are derived from tho phenomena of tho hoavonly bodies. 
Those, being wholly beyond our interference, nlwnys sngfiost tho 
notion of absolute necessity, a notion which it la difficult to 
prevent from extending to mnro complex phenomena, a soon us 
they tiro brought within the reach of tho Positive method. And it 
is quite true tlml Positivism holds tlio Order of Nature to ho in its 
primary aspects strictly invariable. All variations, whether spon- 
taneous 01- artificial, are only transient and of secondary import. 
The conception of unlimited variations would in fact bo equivalent 
to tho rejection of Law altogether. But while this accounts for 
tho ifiofc that every now Positive theory is accused of Fnluliam, it is 
equally olonr that blind porsiatoiico in tho accusation shows a vory 
shallow conception of vrmvt Poaitiviam venlly is. Fov, \molnmgo- 
ablo as Iho Ordor of Nature is in its main aspects, yet nil phono- 
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that it embraces Social phenomonn, tho repnmch, however it may 
have bcwi once deserved, should ho hoard no longer, tmimj those 
phenomena, which will for the future form its principal filil, admit 
of larger modifiration than any others, and that r.hiolly by our own 
intervention. It is obvious then that Positivism, fur from en- 
couraging indolence, stimulates \ia to action, ospt'cinlly to social 
action, far more energetically than any Theological doeUinn. It 
removes all groundless scruples, anil prevents UR from having 
recourse to chimeras. It encourages our olTorts everywhere, oxcopt 
whore they are manifestly useless. 
Tiw dmnjo ^ ov ^ 10 charge of Optimism thorti is oven less ground 

api)]iM t [oii"oI ^ lim * ov tlmtl ^ ^^ sin - '1'ha l ft Uor wne, to a certain 
nfn B rMhm- extent, connected with Uio TIRO oE tho 1'onitivo spirit ; 
but Optimism is simply a result of Theology ; and its 
influence has always been decreasing with tho growth 
..__ of Positivism. Astronomical lawn, it ie true, suggest 
t JS tho klca of P CTfcction ^ nnlnntlly na that of nocosflity. 
m in- On the other hand, their groat simplicity places tho 

imtely. flofe^ O f ^ Q rdcr o{ Jf nluro j,, e[) C l 0ftr ft jj gntj ti ), ftt 

optiraista would never have sought their argumonta in anlronomy, 
were it not that tho first elements of tho noionco hud to ho worked 
out under the influence of Monotheism, a system which involved 
tho hypothesis of absolute wisdom. But by tho theory oE develop- 
ment on which tho Positive synthesis is hove made to rest, Opti- 
mism is discarded as well as Fatalism, in tho direct proportion of 
the intricacy of the phenomena. It is in tho most intricate that 
the defects of Nature, as well as the power ol modifying thorn, 
become moat manifest. With regard, therefore, to social pheno- 
mena, the most complex of all, both charges nro utterly misplaced. 
Any optimistic tendencies that writers on social suhjoola may 
display, rauat be due to the fact that their education has not boon 
Biich as to teach them tho nature and conditions of tho true 
scientific spirit. Foe want of sound logical training, groat misuse 
has been made m our own time of a property peculiar to social 
phenomena. It is that we find in them a greater amount of spon- 
tanemu wisdom than might have been expected from their 
complexity. It would bo a mistake, however, to suppose this 
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alwaya to lio taken relatively to tho social alatG in which Uio notion 
takes place. Therefore nil hialoricnl positions and changes must 
havo at least aoino grounds of justification ; otherwise limy would 
bo totally incomprehensible, because inconHielont with tho nnturo 
of Uio agents and of tlio actionti performed by tlioni. Now Una 
naturally fosters a dangerous londoncy to Optimism in nil thinkers, 
who, whatever tlioir powers may bo, havo not passed through any 
strict scientific training, nnd havo consequently novor cast off 
metaphysical and theological modes of thought, in tho higher 
subjects. HccniiBO every govorinnont shows a certain adaptation to 
tho civilisation of its time, they make tho loose assertion that tho 
adaptation ia perfect; a conception which is of course chimerical. 
But it is unjust to charge Positivism with, errors which aro 
evidently coulvavy to its tvuo spirit, imd merely duo to lUo want of 
logical and scionLifio training in those who have hitherto engaged 
in tho study of socitil questions. Tho objeot of Sociology is to 
explain all historical facts ; not to justify thorn indiscrhmnatoly, as 
ia done by thoso who aro unablo to distinguish the influence of tho 
agent from that of surrounding circumstances. 

On reviewing Una brief skotoh of tho intellectual 
character of Positivism, it will bo aeon that all its 
ossontial attributes aro summed up in tho word 
Positive, wliicli I aitplied to Uio now philosophy at its 

i i *ii ji i * ttr . -t* tjnlCB,mulwiH 

outset. All the languages of Western Juiropo ngroo in 
\uuloretanding by this word and its derivatives tho two 
qualities of real ill/ ftl "l- nsn/ulnc.ns. Combining these, 
wo got at once an adequate definition of tho tvuo philosophic spirit, 
which, after all, is nothing but good aonso generalized and put into 
a systematic form. Tho term also implies in all European 
languages, certainty and precision, qualities by which the intellect 
of modern nations is markedly distinguished from (hat of antiquity. 
Again, tho ordinary acceptation of tho term implies a diioctly 
urf/ania londoncy. Now the metaphysical spirit is incapable of 
organizing; it nan only criticise. This distinguishes it from tho 
Positive spirit, although for a time they had a common sphere of 
action, liy epoaWng ol Positivism as organic, wo imply that it has 
asocial purpose; that purpose being to supersede Theology in tho 
spiritual direction of tho human race. 
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abovo taut critical position wnica uwy iwvo nuncrio UIKWI up 
towards tlie past, except by repudiating all tilinuhitu [iriiiciploa, 
This last meaning is inoro latent Limn 1) to otlmi'rt, 1ml* in i willy con- 
tained in tho terra. It will soon becomu gimovully miuoptutl, tuul 
the word Positive will bo understood to inotiu relutfat} us much ns it 
now means organic, precise, certain, nsfiful, uiul real, Than llio 
highest attributes of htnuait wisdom have, with onu uxci'pUoii, boon 
gradually condensed into a single oxprc-hhivo tonn. All Unit ia now 
wanting is that tho word should donolo ivlint nt HrHt coulil form no 
part of tho meaning, tho union of inotul with iululUiutuul nuuHUoB. 
At present, only tlio latter nro inclmlud ; but tho coin-flu of nioilorn 
progress makes it certain llmt tho uonw^pUon impJiuil by tho woixl 
Positive, will ultiinfUoly liavo a inoro diroct rofouuco lo tlio licnvt 
than to tho undwstftnding. Tor it will BOOH IJG full by all IhitL tlio 
tendency of Poaitivisui, and thai by vivlvw ot itw iivii 
loristic, roality, is lo innko ^'cclin^ ayHlcinnlluilly w 
Reason as woll^as over Activity. Aflor nil, tho olian^o 
8imply in realising tho full etymological vnluo of tho word 1'hilo- 
sophy* Vor it was impossiblo lo ronl'uo it until moral and numtal 
coaditioua had hcou toconcllod ; w\d Ihw has beun now iluno by Iho 
foundation of a Positive science of society. 
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TIIK SOCIAL ASPECT OK I'OHITIVI.SM, A9 SHOWN BY ITS 
CONNECTION WITH TI1K (IKNKHAr, UK VOLUTION A RY MOVK- 
MEN 1 ! 1 OF WKSTKUN KUHOl'K. 

Ae Iho chioC cUimvcUvislio of 1'oailivo Philosophy in Uiu paramounb 
importance Unit in KIVIJII, and tlmt un Hpcuulalivo grounds, to social 
coiitfidomlioiiH, iln ollicioncy fui- 1-ho pin-pones of pmutical life is 
involved in Uio very Bpivit of Urn ttynUini. "Whuu Ibis apirib ia 
riplilly iimlci-Htduil, wo liml that it Icnilw at onco to an object fur 
Mghur Hum Hint of mUiafying ouv aciciitifio curioatty ; tlio object, 
iiamoly,_af ov^iiti'/.in^ hunuui life. Convoi-soly, Una imvcticuUaiHicl 
of roailivo .Vliilnaopliy oxurclfics tlio inual eniutary infhiouco upon 
its apccultilivu uhtimulor. .Ity tapping ooiislnully boforo ua tlio 
nocctmity of coiiouiitmting nil ncicuUlio uU'otU upon tlio social 
objcot vliitih cuiiBLiUilt'B tbuii- viiluci, wo Uiko Lho bnat poraibln mains 
oi ulioclting Uio LDtulonoy inlii'ioiit in nil nbstracL (iiuiuirics to 
iloKOiwnilo into iiHi.'lusa (ligriiHHionn. Itut HUH (funuval connocliou 
botwoon Ihoory mul prucUco would not by ilsiilf Iw milliuinul for 
our pnrpDHO. It wmilil bu iinpcWiblu to RWIII-M ibn luiciiptiuico 
of (i inoiitnl (lluinliiio, HO now mul HO dillicult, woro it not for 
coiieiilonilioiiH ilui-ivuil fitiin Ilia Konuml conditioiifi of modern 
uocioty ; oonuuUiviiUons MlunlrtUnl to iuiprusH pbiloRopbcrn wil.li n 
moro iloliuito eonuu of obli^alion to do thoir nUuost townnla satis- 
fying tho wanta of tho linm, JJy Lluw avonaing jmblio sympatliioa 
iwd ho\ving Ihut Uifi HUtcoHft uf VosiUvism w a inaUor of pormrm- 
unt tu id ^ononil iiii|Kir(.nnui', Uio cohoronco of tbo system OH woll na 
tlio oloviition of ito iiiniH will bo jtlacud boyond diaputo. Wo Imvo 
luUiovlo buon vcHuvdiuy I'yuiUviHUi m Ui IRHVIO in whiolv iulcUcct- 
uul dovolopmont noccsnaiily I'UHiiltH. Wo Imvo now to viow it ftom 
tbo sooitil Hido ; lur until wo luivo doitu thin, it ia imposstiblo to form 
a ti-uu concoption of it, 

And to do tliiw. all Unit in litivo nrcosimry in to - Tl !? 1l1lltIm 

. , . ,, , i ,. i i ,, J , -i "1 lOd 

point out tho clow icliiliuii in winch Urn now phtlo- to iho 
sophy aUiiulu to tho wliolo coutno of thn l (1 i'muih !Uovn- 
lution. 'L'bla involution IIHH now boon iiKittitiuK AVdntoi-it imtions 
lov sixty yciira. .1.1 in Iho linnl iflauo of Llm vnst ImnHJUuii LhrougH 
whiob wo Iiavo bunii puaain^ during llus live \iruvinufl conturiua. 
In this Ri'oat ormia thovo (iro natundly two principal phasuja; of 
only Uio ikflt, ov noyalivo, pluino him yoL boon iicconipliahccl. 
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Tn it we gavo tlio lust blow to llm old nyfltcin, lint without arriving 
at any fixed and distinct proapfiul of Um im\v. In Un i wr.nml or 
positive phase, which is til last beginning, a h;isin for th now 
eocinl stal.o has to tin constructed. The firnt pinion led nfl its 
ultima to result to Lho lonnntion of ft Round philosriphiail ttyntotn; 
and l)y tins system tho second pluvw will 1m dimiU'il, It in Uiia 
twofold connection which wo are now to cotiHiilcr. 
Thonogniivo Tho strong rcftclion M'liich M'liB nxdnriHud upon Lho 
intellect by tlio Jivat uveat ttlioch of viA'uluUitii \vi\s nlj. 

, , J , " , . . 

solutoly necnsstiry to rouao ami Hiinluin nur nifliilal 
efforts in tlio scfircli for ti now P>'Htnm. Fur Itin ^ruutoeli 
thinkers of Urn oijjhtoonlh cnnUu-y had licnn hlimlod to 

BiwSy">*wii t ' 10 *- l ' uo clmractoi 1 of the now Htut liy tlui I'd'flo iom- 
pboouiDuu*. , lf i n tg O f |,) IO ]j_ ^, u i L ] m g ], (1(: | c W ' (W puppt-iniiy no . 

cossnry for tlio foundation of aociul scicnwi. J'or tlui IIJIIIH of tlmt 
scionco is t!\o conception of human Prii^i'Mra, u cwm;npl,iim whioli 
notliin" but tho llovolution nonld Imvo brought fui-wunl into fluffl- 
cienfc prominence. 

Sooinl Ortlov was vognrdod by Uio uncienla ns Rlntioimry : nnd ila 
theory under this provisional nnpoct wnfl mliuimltly flkuU'.Urtl out 
by tho yi'otit Aristotle. In tins rospocl. tho CHRO tif Snc.iulo^y tmoni. 
bios that of Biology. In Biology statical caiiuipliottH wuvo uttuinod 
without tho loant !cuo\vlwlgc of dyutimical lnwa. Kimiliirly, Urn 
social speculations of anti(|ui(,y are entirely devoid uf tlui fitmcoption 
of Progress. Thoiv historical field was too narrow tu indicnto any 
coutmuous movomontof Humanity. It was nol till Llm MHWb 
Ages tlmt this movement boonnio snfflcionUy mniiiCauL to umpiro tho 
fnohng that wo wore tending towards a fltato of inoronH.nl pnrfnclioii. 
U was then scon by all that Catholicism was tiiiporinr U. J'nlyLlioiam 
and Judaism ; and this was afterwards coufirmcil by Urn envvcapond- 
mg political unprovcmont producod by Llio mibstitutidii of I-'.niiliilism 
or Koman govonunont. Qonfnsod ns this Hint fooling of human 
IrogroM was.itwftB yot very inlonao ami very lurgoly dilTwod: 
though it lost much of its vitality in tho thool^ioftl and moUphy- 
eical discussions of later centuries. It is horo that wo inuflt loolc if 
wo wottW undowtawl U)ta ardour in tho causo of Vnuratn wliicli is 
peculiar to the Western family of natiam, and whii-.lv him boon 
Cll !i k m f? y 60 ! lhieticfl1 dohwionm oBiocinll in 
T ?, th , 1IoWo ns l lira ^ of 
lmU y meUl P li y aicftl wloa of 



-... t ., mi ,, vo u,; this naBcont feeling, it was vory 
to establish Uio conviction ol Progress us a fund- 
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twcon Polytheism ami Catholicism was instituted, prevented men 
from conceiving tin: hnvu possibility of any further stage. Tlio 
Hunts of pwfiielion v-'ovu supposed to Imvo bi:im vouched by Uio 
wodiiovid rtyhtr.m, anil Imytmd it lluivo wi\s nothing l>nl Iho Chvia- 
tinu Utopia o 11 fuluvu life. Tho decline of mcdmiviil theology 
soou ftut I ho imu^iimUmi fvco from any smcli ousluulcsj but it led ut 
Llio HO nn.! tiuio Lu u iiiunlnl vwustion whiuli for a long time was uu- 
fin'ourulild hj Mio dovi!lo]jni<!iit of this Ihv>l concontion nf Vio^ross. 
It brou^liL a fpt-lii)^ uf blind HiiU[);illiy to tlio Jlidtllo Ages. 
Almost a II tliinliei'H in tlioir difliko of Uio Cntlmlic doginnB wc-ro 
fKjixrd with ftuch irnitiojinl ndininilion fw Antiquity as untinily |u 
ignore Ilio sociid mipntiority of tlio wcdimvul Bj'fllL'iii ; nnd it WOP 
only nninn^ tlio unluught innsscs, capc'ciiilly in tlio countries pro* 
aoi 1 vcd Ti-oni I'l'otesttintiHin, Umt any ronl fouling of this superiority 
was rotninrd. It wns not till Ilio middlo of tlio aovc'iiLounth cc-ntnvy 
Umt niod'M'it tliinkei's IjcLjnn lo dwoll on Uio cmiceplum of l^rc^rcHs. 

It rc-iipprnml iJirn iindor a now nfpcict. Coiiclusivo ovidunculmd 
ly Unit tiino been fnmiMliud thut Um movo civilised ]ii)ition of our 
'n\cu liiul iu\vnin:t:il in Hi;iiimu mid indnslvy, nnd DVIMI, Llum^li not BO 
\in([iU'Liir.tl)ly, in llm !mt\ mis. l'>ul Uvwo asiw-tta wnro only 
pAvliul : nnd tlwuifh U i y wcru undoubtedly tlio Bmivco of tlw inovo 
sysUinuttic. VK-AVS Imld by (Uir own centuvy upon thu awbjiid, Uioy 
wore nut enough Lo (lonionslruLQ Uio fact of ft proKrcssion. And 
indcc'd, from Uio wiciiil point of view, so fur more imnorlnnt tlinn 
any oilier, J'rogrcs!) soeincd moro doubtful tluin it hud liuou in tho 
Middln AKCH. 

Jful tliiw condition of o]>iiiion was ohniifnd by tho rovolntionnry 
shock wliidi iui])ullcd .I i 'niiii:o, tlio normal cnnlro of "\Veslorn .Knropo, 
to apply iUelf It) [ho tunic of Bocinl rt-genernticin. A lliiid tann of 
compiiriHun, Umt iw to my Ilio typo on wliicli modern socioLy ishoing 
moulded, now pvcHcntisd ilsoll ; tliough it lay aa yot in a diHUuib and 
obsciii'i) future. Compared willi tlio incdirovnl ByaUmi it was seen 
to bo mi ndvimco an great as Unit winch jnatilied onr nnceolora of 
chVvalnnis IIIIICH in aBHc.iiing Biipi-viovity to Uioiv jivcdficcenova of 
itiUi(piily. Until Um destruction of CaUiolit I'midnlimn becnino m\ 
overt. fnuV, iln i'H'iit.0 i'innnts litid concculed Uio poliliwil fwluvo, ftd 
tho fncfc of conUnuoi\B iivu^i'i'.fta in Bucioly had nlwtiys vojiuxined \\i\- 
cevtum. Sowiiil pliotioiucna huvo this jieailuuUy, Umt tlio objoot 
oTjaovvyd uuderpiaGH u \mico8H of dovoloumont na woll us ami simul- 
lanooualy with tlio obsurvor. Ky\v up to tho timo of tlio Rovolution, 
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political development, on which the principal nrfiiinienli for tho 
theory of Progress mustalways bo based, corresponded in its imper- 
fection to the incapacity of tho scientific spirit to frame tho theory 
of it. A century ago, thinkers of tho greatest eminence were 
unable- to conceive n{ a really continuous pvogi-casiou ; mul Human- 
ity, as thy thought, was destined to movo in circles ot iu 
oscillations. But under tho iufluonco of the devolution a roal 
sense of human development 1ms orison spontaneously nncl with 
more or loss result, in minds of tho moat ordinary cast; first in 
Franco, and subsequently throughout tho whole of Western .Kuropo. 
In this rcspcot tlio crisis 1ms hcon most salutary ; it has given us 
a that mental courage as well as force without which tho conception 
i could never have arisen. It is tho basis of social science- and thoro- 
'foro uf all Positive Philosophy; since ibis only from tho Boc-inl 
aspuct tlmt Positive Philosophy admits of being viewed us a con- 
nected whole. Without tho theory of Progress, tho lltoory of 
Order, oven supposing tliat it could bo formed, would bo inadequate 
-as o basis for Sociology. It is essential that tho two should bo 
combined, Tho very fact that Progress, however viewed, is 
nothing but the development of Order, shows that Order cannot ho 
fully manifested without Progress. Tlio dependence of Positivism 
xipon the French Revolution may now bo understood more clearly. 
Nor was it by a movely fortuitous coincidence tha.t by this time 
tho introductory course of scientific knowledge by which the mind 
is prepared for Positivism should have boon suflloiontly completed, 
lint wo must hero observe- that, beneficial as tho intolleotnal 
-reaction of this great crisis undoubtedly was, its oflbcts could not 
bo realised until tho ardour of the revolutionary spirit had boon to 
some extent weakened. Tho dazzling light thrown upon tho 
Future for some time obscured our vision of tho Past. It disclosed, 
though obscurely, the third term of the social progression; but it 
prevented us from fairly appvcoiftting tiio second term. It 
encouraged that blind aversion to tho Middle Ages, which hud 
b,een inspired by the emancipating process of modern times j a 
feeling which had once been necessary to induce us to abandon 
the old system. The suppression of this intormodiato step would 
be as fatal to the conception of Progress as tho absonco of tho last ; 
because this last differs too widely from tho first to admit of any 
tot eompMiaon with it. Right views upon tho subject wore 
impossihlo therefore until full justice hod been rendered to tho 
Ahddlo Ages, which form at once the point of union and of sopanx- 
tion between ancient aud modem history. Now it was quite 
impossible to do this as long as tho excitement of tho first years of 
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iho revolution kalflil. In Ihis respect tlio philosophical reaction, 
organised nt tho beginning of our cuntury ljy Lho great Do Maielro, 
was of wfiluvinl sittstatrtiien in pn-parmg Iho iruo theory of I'rogrcss. 
Hi Rc.hool w<w of brief durnUou, ami it, was no doubt nnimiUod by 
ji votuiumdo Hpirit ; but it will always bo ranked among tho ne- 
cessary anlccfidi'iiU of Lho J'tisitivn system; although its works 
fl.ro now entirely mipoiwdcd by th nao of tho now philosophy, 
which in a )iiro purfucl form 1ms embodied nil Uioiv chief 
remiHs. 

What was rofjinrtHl thon^foru for tho discovoi-y of Sociological 
laws, iuul for tho o,stabUshimml upon tlicso hiws of a sound 
philosophical ny^m, wna nu intollrct in tho vigour of youth, 
imbwwl \i\d\\ ivll Uu> (vvduc of tho vovolttUonavy Hpivit, mid yet 
RpoiiUuiuously rtftMiiui Idling id I that was valuul'Io in tlio ullompta of 
tho rnlro^nulo fmhool to upprcciiilG Iho hialorical iiii|)ortanco o tho 
!Middlo Affus. In HUB M-ay and in ]io other could tho tiuo spirit 
of liietory iiriso. For that spirit coitsifiLfl in tho souso of lunnnn 
coTitinuity, which had hithorto botsn folt by no one, not ovon by 
my ilhiHlrinim anil niifurtuniito predocosaor Condorcot. "Moantinio 
tho Roniufl of (lull WIIR cmnplotiiiK Lhorncont nltoiuplfl Lo sysloinnlixo 
biology, by omimni:itiK Iho sUidy of Ihu inlomnl fnncUona of tho 
bniiu ; na fin- id Iviwl ns UJH couUl bft uudovalood fvoin Uio 
\ilioiiuinuuix of iudividiud aa distinct fi-ouv aooiul dovolopmont. 
Ami now I huvo explained tho Buries of social and intellectual con- 
ditions by \vhii-.h tliii dinr.ovory of sociological laws, mid comcquontJy 
tha foundation of I'tiaitivism, was jlxcd for tho pvcoiso dato at 
whioli T bo^an my jiliiloitopliioal cnrocr: that ia to say, ono 
gononilion nflur Iho iirogrf^Bivo dicta to rsliip of tho Convontioi), 
and almost i mined ialuly aftor tho fall of tlio rotrugmdo tyranny of 

ItonnpnHo. 

Th\ia H appoara Uuvt tho vovohiUoimvy movomoui, awl Uio long 
poviud of vmclitiu wliich (uicmidud it, \voro tililco iiccossavy, before 
tho now gonuvol doctrine could by distinctly ooncoivod of aa a whole. 
And if this prqmratinu was winded for tho oalablislnnent of 
1'oaitivj'sin aa a. philoaophical ayfttoin, fav move needful was it for 
tho recognition uf iln social valno. I'Vir it gtmmntood froo oxjiosi- 
tion find diacueaton of 0]iinion : and it led tho public to look to 
Poaltivism ns Iho Hytwn which conLaiued in gonn tho ultinmto 
solution of nooial probloms. Thia is ft point so obvioua that wo 
iiood wot tlwull u]ion it fHvLhor. 

Hftving Ba(.i8(lcKl oiivtMilvua ot Uio dapoudoucG of fositivJBm upon 
tlio fleet phaso of tho Involution, wo linvo now to consider it as 
tho futiiro guide of tho second plmo. 
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Thoconstruo- ft j s fUm HUppOSI'd tliat tllO dcall'llcLioll 0[ tllO old 

tho* p ovoi- roghno was brought about by tho Involution. Hut 
iunpS fll t5 l8tory when carefully examined puinU to n very 
construct fail- difforont coucluaion. It shows Unit tho Involution 



was not Uw causo but Llw ctmwjuuciwo oC Iho 
pHucii'iua. decomposition of tho mciliamil syatom ; u proeoas 
which hud boon going on for livo conturiob tlii'in^lunit Wuatorn 
Europe, and especially in Franco; spontaneously at, Ural, and 
afterwards in a more systematic way. Tlio Kuvulntiim, fur from 
protracting tho negative nxovomoiit oC provioiw contuiiun, wim n hnr 
to its furthor oxtonsion. It was a finnl outbroak tu which mon 
showod thoic iruQvoculjlQ purnono of abuudinHii^ tho ulil eyatoin 
altogotlior, and of proceeding tit onco Lo Llio tunic uC onLirn i-ocoii- 
struction. Tlio moat conclusive proof of thitt iiilonliun was flivoii 
by tho abolition of: royalty; whicli had been tho rallying (luint of 
all tho decaying remnants of tho old branch conn titu lion. Ihit 
with this exception, which only occupied tho Cunvimtioii dliviiig 
its first sitting, tho conatructivo loiulciicica of tho inovuiin-nt woro 
apparent fiom its outset ; and thoy ahowod thoniaolvcu Htill mow 
clearly as soon as tho republican spirit liad bucnmo prudciminimt 
It is obvious, howovor, that strong as theso UmdumrmB inuy hnvo 
boon, tho flrab period of tho Revolution pruilueud vuaiilU of an 
oxtteraoly negative and dosVvuclivo kind. In fact Iho movement 
was in this respect a failure. 'J'liis is partly to bo alliibutod to tho 
pressing necessities of tho hard struggle fur imtiunul iudupuiiilonco 
which. Franco maintained so gloriously ngainat Ihu combinod nllnoka 
of tbo rotrogrado nations of Juiropo. Jiut it is far inuro largely 
owing to tho purely critical character of tho moUipliyslcnl doctrinoa 
by which the revolutionary spirit woa at tlmt tiino directed. 

Tho negative and the positives movements whicli hiwo boon 
going on in Western Europe ninco tho closo of tho Middlo Ages, 
havo been of course connected with each othor. But tho former 
has necessarily advanced with greater rapidity than Iho latter, 
T.DO old system had so entirely declined, tba'b a dusiio for social 
regoneration had become general, before the groundwork of the 
now system had boon sufuciontly completed for its U-uo character 
to bo understood. Aa wo have just Boon, tho doclriuo by wbloh 
social regeneration is now to bo directed, could not hnvo arlaon 
ptemoualy to tho Revolution. Tho impulse wliieh tbo Kovolution 
gave to thought was indispensable to its formation. Jloro then 
was au mwnwmntablo fateHty by wnioh mon wore forced to mako 
use of tho critical pnnoiplos winch had boon found aorvleunblo in 
former struggles, aa tho only available iusLrumonU of oonslcuotion. 
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As Boon tis tUo old orclov hud ouco boon fairly (ilmudouo.d, there 
was of coin-Mo no utility whatever in tho negative philosophy, 
But RH dootrhuiH had become familiiir Lo men's minds, and its 
motto nf "],ibwty and Equality," was ft I, that tiino Iho ono most 
compatible! with social pvo^vtiaa. Tims tho first alago of tho 
revolutionary movmmuit was accomplished under tho influence of 
prinoi|)Ii'B tliut hud become obsolete, uiid that wore quite inadequate 
to tho now tusk roijuiml of ilium. 

l''ur cuiwtructivu purposes Iho revolutionary philosophy was 
vuUttiUias ; oxci'pt eo fuv UK it put fotward a vtiyuo pvoyvnmmo 
of tho politicid fuLuro, founded on soiHimont ralhor tlmu cou- 
viotion, uiul uimccoiiipuniod liy any explanation of tho vjghL modo 
of rwilixiiiK it. hi default of organic princlploa tho doctrines 
of Iho critical suhoul wow employ ml ; nml tho vcsiill upoodily 
fihowcd thuic tnluiLvut Lcinhinfjy to uiinruhy ; a toiulono.y as poulous 
to tin) goniiH of tho now ordor ns to tho ruins of tho old. Tho 
oxpuriimmt wn Iriisd unco foi 1 all, nnd it loft such incflhcoanlo 
mumoricH tluit it in not prubiiblo that any serious altonipt will 
Iju jmulo to vopwit it. Tlic iiwtipacity fov conatcucUon inhclont in 
tlio dnctiinp in which tho revolutionary spirit had embodied itself 
WUH ])l(icod buyond thu ruuch of doubt. Tho result was to 
iwpn'Ma ovory uuo witli Iho urgunt nticosaity for social renovation; 
bub tlio vinciplua ul thut vonuvalion woro still lolb urnlotor- 



In tbia condition of philosophical and political Cnnntor-ro- 
opinion, tlio imct:nnity of Ordor wiw lolt to bo jwrn- Suo'iaacT 11 
mount, and a lonff period of. reaction onaucd, Xtaling 
from tho ullUiiul .lioittm inlrinlmjuil by KubcBptovio, it ronchod its 
height uudor tho u^na-Htiivo aydtoui of J3onaparlo, and it was foobly 
protraotuil, in enito of tho pcnco of 1810, hy liis insignificant 
fiiiccoflfloru. ' '.rho only pomuiniiiit roault of this period was tlio 
hiiiturical and doutriuat oviduiico brought forward by Do Miuetro 
mul his school, of thu BQuitd iivi\Ulivy of modern motaphyaics, 
whilo tit thu aaiuo tiino thoir intollouLnal wcuknosa was being 
proved by tlui HUccoSHful attoiii])t8 uf Cabftnifl, and still inoro of 
(Jail, In oxtund thu Pumtivo nietliod to tho lifghoat biological 
qucstionB. In nil othor roBjmots tliia olaborato attempt to provont 
tho fliwl (imuuoiimUou of lUuiumlty ptovotl a coiunloto Cniluro; 
in fnot, it linl to a revival of tho instinct of 1'i-ogtoBs. Strong 
nntiptithioB wore roimod ovorywhoro by those fruitions efforts at 
ruuonatructing u sjraluiu whicli had bocomo BO entirely obsolete, 
Unit oven those who wove Irtbouviug to vobuild it no longav 
uudcwtood its aliaroolot or tho conditions of its existence. 

4 
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A re-awakening of Iho revolutionary spirit waa lima inevitable; 
and it took pkeo as soon as peace was established, mill Llio chief 
upholder of the retrograde system had boon wmovod. The 
doctrines of negation were called back to lifo; 1ml. vory little 
illusion ]iow remained as to their capacity .for organizing. In want 
of something better, men accepted them QB a mcam of resisting 
retrograde principles, just as thoso last had owed their apparent 
success to the necessity of checking the tendency to miafchy. 
Amidst these fresh debates on worn-out Biilyo&tn, tlio public BOOH 
became awaro that a final solution of the question had not yet 
arisen oven in germ. It thoroforo concerned iUolf for little 
except tho maintenance- of Ordor nntl Liberty; conditioiiH aa 
indispensable for tho froo action of philosophy an for material 
prosperity. Tho whole position was most fuvowabln for tho 
construction of a definite solution; and it wan, in fact, (hiring 
tho last phase of (ho retrograde movement that tho elementary 
principle of a solution was furnished, by my discovery , m 1822, 
of tho two-fold law of intellectual development. 

The apparent indifference of tho public, to whom all 
tlio existing parties seemed equally clovuiil of insight 
into tho political future, was at last mistaken by 
a blind government for tacit consent to its unwise schemes. The 
cause of Progress was in danger. Then came tho memorable crisis 
of 1830, by which tho system of reaction, introduced thirty-six 
years previously, was brought to an end. Tho convictions which 
that system inspired were indeed so superficial, that its. mipporterfl 
came oi their own accord to disavow them, and to uphold in their 
own fashion tho chief revolutionary doctrines. Theso again wore 
abandoned by their previous supporters on their accession to power. 
When tho history of those times is written, nothing will givo 
a clearer view of tho revulsion of feeling on both sidee, than tho 
debates which took place on Liberty of Education, Within a 
period of twenty years, it was alternately demanded and rofusod 
by both ; and this in behalf of tho same principles, na thoy wove 
willed, though it was in reality a question of interest rather than 
principle on either side. 

All previous convictions being thus thoroughly upset, more room 
was loft for tho instinctive feeling of tho public ; mid tho question 
of reconciling tho spirit of Ordor with, that of Progress now came 
into prominence. It was the most important of all problems, and 
it was now placed in its true light. But this only made tho absence 
of a solution more manifest; and tho principle of tho solution 
existed nowhere but in Positivism, which an yet was immature 



nient to anarchy ana to reaction, so as Lo bo able always to 
noulraliw) tlm ono by tho othor, Tho establishment of Constitu- 
tional Monarchy was now put forward as tho ultimate issuo of 
thci great Involution. But no one could seriously place any 
rail confiiloiico in a system so alien to tho whole character of 
I'vcncU liisUivy, offering us it did nothing but a superficial and 
unwise imitation of a political anomaly essentially peculiar to 
En gl ami. 

Tho [lui'ioil tluin between 1830 and 1848 may bo regarded 
ns a natural pamo in Lbo political movement, Tho reaction which 
succccdcil tho original crisis Imd exhausted itself; but tho fuml 
or organic phase of tho Revolution was still -delayed for want 
of definite principles to guide it. Mo conception had been formed 
of it, oxccpt by a small number of philosophic minda who had 
taken their slivml upon tlio recently established laws of social 
science, and Iwil found themselves able, without rccoursn to 
any chimcvicftl VIOAVK, to gain some general insight ii^to tho 
political future, of which Condorcot, my principal predecessor, 
know so liltlo. Jlut it was imnossiblo for the regenerating 
clocti'ino to spread more widely and to bo accepted as tho peaceful 
solution of soeiiil problems, until a distinct refutation had boen 
given of tlio false assertion so authoritatively mado that tho par- 
liamentary system WHS the ultimate- issuo of tho Revolution. This 
notion once destroyed, tho work of spiritual reorganization should 
bu loft entirely to tlio free efforts of independent thinkers. In 
these rpRpccls uiir Inst political change (1848) will liavo accomplished 
all that is required. 

Thanks to Iho ineUneUvo semo nnd vigouv of Tho roaen ,. 
our working classes, tlio reactionist leanings of the position, isi?" 
Orloanist govornniont, which had become hostile to tho Kift^"^ 
purpose for which it was originally instituted, havo at v i v 3 ,"'> 

i,i i , i i ,i / i i i-r- t i grcnt prlncirJo 

last brought about tho dual abolition ot monarchy in O f enbordinnt- 
Franco. Tho iirestigo of monarchy had long boon lost, ji'jf,. 111 '"' to 
and it now only impeded Progress, without being of 
any real benefit to Order, liy its fictitious supremacy it directly 
hindered the work of spiritual reformation, whilst tho measure of 
real power which it possessed was insufficient to control the 
wretched political agitation maintained by animosities of a purely 
povsonol chavactor. 
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respect. J'.von tho social instinct is a force on the political value 
of which wo cannot always rely: for when not based on some 
definite principle, it not un frequently becomes a source of dis- 
turbance. Hence we arc driven back to tho continuance of a 
material system of government, altliough its inadequacy is acknow- 
ledged by all. In n republic, howovov, such a government cannot 
employ its most efficient instrument, corruption. It has to resort 
instead to repressive measures of- a more or leas transitory kind; 
OTOvy Umo that, tho danger of anarchy becomes too threatening. 
These occasional measures, however, naturally proportion themselves" 
to tlio necessities of the case. Thus, though Order is exposed 
to greater perils than Progress, it can count on more powerful 
resources for its defence. Shortly after tho publication of the 
first edition o Una work, tho extraordinary outbreak of Juno, 
1848, proved that the republic could call into play, and, indeed, 
could push to excess, in tho cause of public Order, forces far 
greater than those of the monarchy. Thus royalty no longer 
possesses that monopoly of preserving Order, which lias hitherto 
induced a few siitcovo and thinking uaou to continue to support it j 
and henceforth tho solo political characteristic which it rotaius is 
that of obstructing Progress. And yet by another reaction of this 
contradictory position of affairs, the monarchical party sccma at 
present to have become tho organ of resistance in behalf of material 
Order. Hotvogrado as its doctrines arc, yet from their still retaining 
a, certain organic tendency, the conservative instincts rally round 
them. To tin's tho progressive instincts offer no serious obstacle, 
their innufiicicnoyfor tho present needs being more or loss distinctly 
recognized. It is not to tho monarchical party, howover, that wo 
roust look for conservative principles; for in this quarter they arc 
wholly abandoned, and unhesitating adoption of ovory revolutionary 
principle is resorted to as a means of retaining power j so that tho 
doctrines of tho Revolution would scorn fated to close their oxistodoo 
in the retrograde camp. So urgent is tho need of Order that wo 
.are driven to accept for tho moment a party which has lost all its 
old convictions, and which had apparently become extinct before 
the Republic began. Positivism an'd Positivism alone con dis 
entangle and terminate this anomalous position. The principla 
upon which it depends is manifestly this : As long as Progress tends 
towards anarchy, so long will Order continue to bo retrograde: 
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But the retrograde movement ucvor really attains its object : indeed 
its principles ui'o always nentmli'/.cd by inwmBUUml coiUTsaioiu. 
Judged by tho boastful language of its leiulm, wo mi^ht imagine 
that it was destroying republicanism ; w hernia tlm movement would 
not exist ftt all, but for the peculiar cu'eumHtimetiH in whu:h wo are 
placed ; circumstances which are forced into tfmitur prtmuiumco by 
tlio foolish opposition of most of l!wi aullumUiis. A mum ua Iho 
instinct of political improvement 1ms plueed ilwlf under HyuUmiatifl 
guidance, its growth will bear down all vouwLuuw ; uml tliuu Iho 
reason of its present stagnation will be putout to all. 

A "^ ^ ov ^" 8 'i'licologiaiu in, uuiiwiirCH, \H'eiHii-iuK tlio 
way. Its appavoul propuiuloniuco \ihu'.u I'uHitivism 
ift precisely thut position which I winlml fur tun ycunj 

dtocrodlt. ag0i 'j;j lQ t\ v o OVgftlUU pviiwiplttft cult UU\V \v\ lmif(ht 

sida by side, and then 1 uilativo stumgth tented, willioud tho ctunpUea. 
tion of any metaphysical consMciftUona. 1'or Lhu itiuultotuitco oE 
metaphysical systems is now recognized, nud thuy iwy (iutdly 
decaying undei- tho vovy political systoin wliicli Hcoiuwl nt QUO 
time likely to promote their accoplauw. CtntBU'iteluiu IB noon 
by all to bo tho thing wanted: aud men avo vapully liueomiug 
awaro o tlio uttov hollowncsB ot all schools which cuulliw UioiiiHalvoa 
to protests against tho inatitutiona of Uioologi&m, whilo (idiuitUuy iu 
essential principloa, vSo defunct, indeed, havo l\wm scliools 
becomo, that they can no longov fulfil ovon tluiir old olllcu of 
destruction, Tina haa fallen now as au ticcesaory task UJIQU 
Positivism, wliich oflbra tho only ayalomalio Ruurauloo n^iuust 
retrogression ns wall us against anavchy. I'aycholQ^iHta, eUictly ao 
called, have already for tho most part disappeufed with tlio full of 
constitutional monarchy ; so closo is tho volution holweou thuao two 
importations from Proles tnutism. It acomod likely thovoCoio that 
tho Ideologists, their natural rivals, would regain thoir inftuonao 
with tho people. But ovon they cannot win buck Iho confidence 
roposed in them during tho groat Involution, bmumo Uio doclriuoa 
in virtue of which it was thon given arc now HO nUurly exploded. 
Tho most advanced of thoir number, unworthy Biicccsaora of tho 
school of Voltaire nnd Danton, liavo ahown thouiflolvoa thoroughly 
incapablo either morally or in I oil actually of directing tho aooond 
phase of tho revolution, which tlioy nro hardly nblo-to diatingnieh 
from tlio first phase. Formerly I had taken as thoir typo a man of 
far superior ruorit, tho noble Armand Carrol, whoso doaLh was 
such a grievous loss to tho republican cause. But ho was a oom- 
pleto exception to tho general nilo. 'iVuo republican convictions 
were impossible with mon who had boon echoolod in pnrliamonUiry 



ctup. 11.) 



TUB SOCIAL ASPECT OF POSETIV1 ill. 



55 



intrigues, and who had (Hrcotcd or aided the pertinacious efforts of 
the Froncli press to rehabilitate the name of Bonaparte. Tlioir 
accession to power was futile; for they could only maintain 
material order by calling in tlio retrograde party; and thoy soon 
became nioro auxiliaries of this ]>arby, disgracefully abjuring all 
their philosophical convictions. Tlioro is one proceeding which, 
though it ia but an episode in tho course, of cvcmts, will always 
romfiin as a tost of the truo character of tliia unnatural alliance. I 
filludo to Iho lloman expedition of 1849; a dotestablo nnd con- 
temptible net, for whioli just penalties will speedily bo imposed on 
all wlio wore accessory to it; not to speak of tho damnatory vor- 
diot of history. 13ut precisely the nmo hypocritical opposition to 
progress 1ms boon exhibited by the- otlier class of Doists, the 
disciples, that is, of Rousseau, who profess to adopt Kobospiorro'a 
policy. Having had RQ shflva in the government, lUoy have not so 
entirely lost thoir dold upon the people; but they aro at tlio pro- 
aont tiino totally devoid of political coherence. Thou- wild anarchy 
is incompatible with tlio ganoml toim of feeling maintained by the 
industrial activity, tlio scientific spirit, and thooslhotic culture of 
modern life.. These Professors of the Guillotine, as tlioy may bo 
called, whoso superficial sophisnia -would reduce exceptional out- 
Tjroaka of pOj)ular fury into a cold-blooded system, soon found 
thomsolvea forced, {or the sake of popularity, to sanction the liuv 
which very properly abolished capital pnnisliinont for political 
offeiiGOs. In tho same way they are now obliged to disown tho 
only real meaning of tho rod flag which serves to distinguish their 
party, too vnguo aa it is for any other name. Equally wrong have 
they shown themselves in iutorproling tho Loudcnciios of the work- 
ing classes, from being so entirely Inkon up with questions of 
abstract rights. Tlio people Imvo allowed theso rights to bo taken 
f torn thorn without a struggle wlionovcv tho ca\iso ot Oulcv has 
seemed to require itj yot they still poraifjt, mechanically, in mrtin- 
tftininjT that it is on questions of thin sort that tho solution of nil 
our diflicultics do\)nude. Taking for their political ideal a short ami 
iinomalous poriod of our history which is novor likuly to rocur, they 
iiro always atlompting to aup])ross liberty for the sake of what tlioy 
call progress. In a time of unchangeable poaco they aro fclio only 
i-oal Bupportors of war. Xhoir conco]>tion of tho organization of 
labour is simply to destroy the- industrial hierarchy of cnpit&lfet 
and workman established in the Middle Ages; und, in fact, in 
every respect thcso sophistical anarchists nro utterly out. of keeping 
with the century in which Uioy Hvo. There aro some, it ia true, 
\vlio still retain n inoosuro of inflnonco with tlio working classes, 
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ncapableand unworthy thou R h they bo of their pduition. 
their credit is rapidly declining ; and it is not likoly to ' 
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principles, ami practical life still retained its military character. 
This separation of powers, on which the final organization of society 
will principally depend, is understood and valued now hove but in 
the new school of philosophy, if wo except tlio unconscious and 
tacit admiration for it which still exists in the countries from which 
Protestantism has been excluded. l r rom tho outset, of tho Revolu- 
tion, tlio prido of theorists has always made them wish to become 
socially despotic j a state of things to which they have ever looked 
forward as their political ideal. Public opinion has by this time 
grown fat too enlightened to allow any practical realization of a 
notion afc once so chimerical and so retrograde. But public opinion 
not being as yot suflieiently organized, uffort-s in this direction are 
constantly being made. Tlio longing among metaphysical vofovinera 
for practical ns well aa theoretical supremacy is now greater than 
ever; because, from the changed state of affaire, their ambition is 
no longer limited to mere fidnnnibtralive functions. Their various 
views diverge so widely, and all find so little sympathy in tho 
public, that thoro is not much fear of their over being able to check 
free discussion to any serious extent, by giving legal sanction to. 
th&iv own particular doctrine-. Hut quite enough has been 
attempted to convince every one how essentially despotic every 
theory of society must bo which opposes this fundamental principle 
-of inod&vn polity, tho ponvmnont separation of spvriUml from 
temporal power. Tho disturbances caused by metaphysical ambi- 
tion corroborate, then, tho view urged so conclusively by tho 
.adherents of the now school, that this division of powers is equally 
essential to Order and to Progress. If Positivist thinkers continue 
to withstand all temptations to mix actively in politics, and go on 
quietly with their own work amidst tho unmeaning agitation around 
them, they will ultimately make tho impartial portion of the public 
familiar with tin's graifc conception. It will henceforth be judged 
irrespectively of tlio religious doctrines with which it was originally 
connected. Men will involmiUivily contrast it with other systems, 
and will sec more and more clearly thut Positive principles afford 
the only basis for truo freedom as well as for true union. They 
-alone can tolerate full discussion, because they alono rest upon solid. 
' proof. Men's practical wisdom, guidexl by tho poculiar naturo of. 
our political position, will react strongly upon philosophers, and 
keep them strictly to thoir sphere of moral and intellectual influ- 
ence. Tho slightest tendency towards the assumption of political 
power will bo checked, and the desire tor it will bo considered as a 
-certain sign of mental weakness, and indeed of moral deficiency. 
.Now that royalty is abolished, all truo thinkers arc eocure of perfect 
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freedom of thought, awl oven of oxpY<mion, I\R long tia they abulo 
by tho nocessftvy comlitioiw of public oidui. Royalty wna tho last 
renmant of Lhu eyatom of castes, which gnvo tho monopoly of 
deciding on important social questions to n Bpcoial fiimilyj ils 
abolition completes tlio process of theological (jiimnoipiition. Of 
courso tlio magistrates of u republic may nhow despotic U'luluncica; 
but thoy cnn novor bocomo very dangerous whoro power is hold on 
so brief a teiniro, and whore, ovon wliou concentrated in n fiinglo 
pcraon, it emanates from suH'rago, incompetent aa that nuiy bo. II 
is easy for tho Positivist to show that thuso funetiommoa know very 
little move tViim thoiv constituents of tho logiail i\nd Bciimtiflo 
conditions necessary fov the gyslcimilvc working (Hit of movnl and 
social doctriucs. Such authorities, though dovuid uf uny npirilutil 
sanction, may, liowovcr, conimand obodionco in tlm nnmu of Onlor. 
But tlicy can uovcr bo ronlly rcspcctod, unless thoy mlhoro 
scrupulously to their toni])ovnl ftinctioua, witliout clniniing tlio IcftaL 
authority over thought. 1-lvou boforo Lho contrnl power fnlla into 
tho hands of moil really fit to wiohl it, tho republican chnwiolor of 
our govommont will havo forced this conviction upon u nation that 
has now got ritl of all political fanaticism, whether of iv rotrogrmlo 
or anarchical kind. And tho conviction ia tho niuyo coHtxin to nviao, 
because practical autliovitics will become move ivnd movo ixbaovbcd 
in tho inaintonance of matovial ordor, and will tlioroforo loavo tho 
question of spiritual ordor to tho unroslriotod oflbrla of tliinlcora. 
It is neither by accident nor by personal fnfluonuo that I Imvo 
myself always enjoyed so largo n inotiauro of frocdoin in writing, 
and Bubsoquontly in public lectures, and tliifl under KovornmontB 
all of which wore more or loss oppressive. Kvery truo philosopher 
will receive tho same licence, if, Hko myself, l;o olfura tho intol- 
lectual und moral gaavantccs which tho public nml tho civil jiowor 
ate fairly entitled to expect from tho Byatowtic orgnns of 
Humanity. Tho nocesaity of coutvolling lovollora may load to 
occasional acts of unwise violence. But 1 am convinced, that, 
rc8peot_will always ho shown to construotivo thinkow, and that 
they \?i]l soon bo called in to tho asuistanco of public ordor. For 
order will not bo ablo to exist much longer without tho aauolion of 
some rational principle. 

Tbeaoedofa ^ im ^> then, of tlio important political obiingoe 

KSXTS w ^ loh lwo cnU y tak 11 P lnc o "9 ^ie. Tho aocond 
tt>o whole no- Phase of tho Uovolution, which hitherto Ima boon 



"Htncted to a few aclvftnccd minds, ia now ontorod \>y 
the public, and men are rapidly forming justov viowa 
ot us truo character. It is becoming recognized that tho only firm 
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for a roforin of our political inalilulioiia, is n complete 
rooryaimalion of opinion and of lifo; nnd Iho way is opon for Llio 
now Kslitfimifl doiilrhm l-o ill root thin work. I havo thus explained 
Iho way in whih ihu m>i:inl min-sinn of fomlivism connects iUolf 
with Iho flponlaiiwnia nhanyos which nro taking place in Prance, 
tho ciMilro of l-hu vovolnlinnnvy niovromml. ]lnt Si would ho a 
mistako lo mippusft tlml KvaiKO will Im Iho only nccno of tlicao- 
wHK I'JVnvU. .iMi^in^ on mnnnl hisiovicnl ^vincijilca, w& 
\\a\\\)\, Utrtl Umy will umlivrtco Uio whi>l cxLonl of AVosloru 



Uio fiv wiutuvivH ot yuvuUiUomvy tvimailinn wlu'di hixvo 
HIUUW U\H Muldtii jV^-K, wo liv<* loal, ni^Ul f tho fuel Umt 
in nil fiiiuliuiM\liil iiHi-ttUdiiH Lhc. Wc.slpvn naUnna fovin one )iol\t\Pi\l 
. It WI\H uwlc.i (liiUmUi 1 , 1'VAuliilifliii U\t\t Uioy wc.vft fivst 
; tv union fnv which thoiv iuwivpoi'iitinn into tho Konmn 
hivl ]n-niiiux'd Uicui, iiutl which wua linnlly civgixniKcd by tho 
u ^OIUUH iif (Jliiivldiun^iw. lu spito ot imlkmni 
uiuhUl(!t'<!il fin Ihoy w<u - o atUu'Wflixls hy IhcoloRicftl 
this HH'iil* Ucimhlid haw in modm-ii Uuios shfiwu iutelloetudl 
and sot-.iid nmwlh Imlh in tlwi piwUivo mid nc^Uivn divoctiou, to 
which othuv pitvtiiniH nf tlin hnnimi ];(', nvnn in lOiU'tijii!, can show 
no pavullul. Tho nipUiro uf CaUinlicisiii, nnd tlio decline of 
Chivulry, at, fiwt Borioniily iinpiiiinl UII'H fi-nliiijj; of relationship. 
Hut it Boon Imgaii IK nhow ihnlf u^iiiti under imw forms. It rests 
now, Lhoii^h IholniHiH i iniidcii[niitii, upon l.lm fnolin^ of coinmnnity 
in indimtrial duvi-liipniciit, in i-HLlitiLio cut tun, 1 , and In flcionlific 
diacovory. Amidst tin; rtmoi^iinixtiil Lnlo ttf politirul iifliiirfl, whioh 
Irnvo olivionsly Imtui Lundiii^ townnlH aoino rmlicnl cliango, this 
similarity in c.ivilixiiMon 1ms produced n ^rowiiipf conviction that 
wo avo nil p(irtii:ipntiiiK in oim nnd Urn namo HOOI'II! niovoinont; n 
niovoinont liinilcil M yot l.o onr own family of imtioiw. Tlio first 
stop in tlio H'' i;| it I'VWM WIIH ncci'Nwii'ily tnkuii hy tlio Krmcli nation, 
bocaiific* it wnn butlm- prepared than any ollior. It was thcro tliut 
tho old ordnr of thiiiK" had biu-n inost thoron^lily nprnoUul, nnd 
thai, most had Imim dnini hi working out tlio nmto-inls of thu now. 
But llio strong nyinpiilliii'H which Iho miLhrcal; !' our revolution 
(iv.)ufifid in nvury ]>ai't of Wcntcm Kurojio, fihowml thntonr flifllor- 
iialiona woto only KnintiiiH HB Iho honourablo jjost of dniigor in a 
niovoinont in which all tho nolilnr portion of ITuimuiily was to 
paHiuipnLo, And thin WHS tlio fnolinK proclniinad hy the great 
romiblioiin aflHinnlily in tho iuidnt of Ihoir war of tlufoiico. Tli& 
nulilnty oxtmvaanocn M'hioh followed, and which form tho 
distinguishing funluro of tlio uoiiiiLni'-rnvolnlioii, of courao chcclcod 
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tho fooling of union on liolli sides. But no cloeply wan it rooted 
in all tho antecedents of niodorn history Hint pi-uno noon nwtorocl 
it to life, in spito of tho pertinacious eflbrU of nil purlieu inlm-i'tiled 
in maintaining unnatural separation Iwtwi'iiii Jfamnu nnd other 
countries. What greatly facilitates tins li-mluncy w Um tMwn of 
every form of theology, which removes tho uhiuf Honrcis of former 
disagroomont. During tlio last phase of tlin fioniilei-rnvdlution, nnd 
still more during the long pause in tlio politinil mnvimicnt which 
followed, each member of tlio group ontcrud upon a mrim of 
revolutionary uiTorts moro ov luss vpsomblmg lh<wi f Urn wiitml 
nation. And our recent political changes ciuniot but utrnngthon 
this tondonoy; tliongh of courno with imtioim ICHH fully projiurod 
tho results of thcso oirorts havo at pmsont licnn less itiiinii-ltinL than 
in Franco. Meanwhile it is evident that thin unil'urm conditinn of 
internal agitation gives incvcnaml Hccuvity for \ww\\ ly whidi its 
extension hnd boon originally facilitaUul. And tlniH, nltliough 
thoro is no organised intoniational mikm RH wn tlm nnun in tho 
Midillo Ages, yot tho pacific Imbitn and inlnllticUtnl cnlturo of 
modern Hfo havo already boon sufficiently dill'iinnd to mill out an 
instmot of fiatormt/y alvongcv Umn miyUwvt. lm ovi'v oxiftlnd liofovo. 
It is strong enough to prevent tho subject of nocinl rugonerution 
from lining over regarded as n merely national question. 

And this is the point of view which displays tlio ulmrnclcr of tlio 
second phase of tho Revolution in its truest light. Tim liral plmo, 
altlioxigh in its results ftdviwUgcouft to Uio otUcv ntvUoiiR, wi\a 
necessarily conducted as if peculiar to Franco, bocauan Jio other 
country was ripo for tho original outbreak. Imleoil .In'onoh 
nationality was stimulated by tho necessity of rcntaling tho conntor- 
rovolntionary coalition. But tlie final nnd cciiifltinctivo phase 
which haa begun now that, tho uutioiml limiU of tho cviKiw liavo. 
been readied, should always bo regarded as common to tho whole 
of Western Europe. 1'or it eonsista cssontially in Hpiritual 
reorganization ; and the need of this in ono almpo or othov prr-Bsea 
already with alm'oat equal force upon each of tho flvu notions who 
make dp tho great Western family. Couvovaflly, tlw uioro 
occidental tho chavactor of tho reforming movomont, tlic greater 
will bo thtt prommenco given to inlolloclonl and moral rog'on oration 
as compared with more modifications of government, in which of 
course there must be very considerable national difTcroncoe. Tho 
first social need of Western Europe is community in bolioE and in 
habits of life; and this must bo baaed upon a uniform system of 
education controlled ami applied by a spiritual power that shall bo 
dccoptcd by all. This want satisfied, tho reconstruction of govern- 
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numl-3 may bo carried oulinacwn-dauco with tho special requirements 
of cacli nation. Difference in this respect is legitimate: it will 
not affect tho essential unity of the Posilivist Republic, which will 
Ijo bound together by move complete and durable tics tlwm the 
Catholic Republic of tbo Middle Ayes. 

Not only thou do wo find from the whole condition of Western 
Europe that tho movement of opinion tmnstoiula in importance fill 
political agitation ; but wo find that everything points to the 
necessity of establishing a spiritual power, as the solo means of 
directing this frco yet syatorrmUo, reform of opinion and of' 
life with tho rerpiisilo consistency and largeness of View. Wo now 
see that tho old revolutionary prejudico of confounding temporal 
and spiritual power -is directly antagonistic to social regeneration, 
although it onco aided tho preparation for it. In tho first pluco it 
stimulates tho sense of mitionulity, which ought to bo subordinate 
to larger leol'iugs of international fraternity. And at tho same 
time, with tho view of satisfying tho conditions of uniformity which 
arose obviously required for tho solution of tho common problem, 
it induces efforts at forcible incorporation of all tbo nations into 
ono, efforts as dangerous us they are fruitless. 

My work on Positive Philosophy contains a detailed ntg Rc 
historical explanation oE what I mean by tho expression, ito consists of 
Western Kuvopu. Bui tho coiuuiitiou is QUO of such 8 1 ,atiu!, tal Brt- 
iinnorlanco in relation to tho questions of our time, l1 ^. "i" 1 oor- 

. T i it i . i i mail poiiula- 

that I shall now proceed to onumorato and arrange in tj,, n9( p ,.o'ipoa 
tlvoiv ovdct tho wluuiouLs o vrUieh this groat family of ^"^S"^ 
nations consists. 

Since tho fall of tho Roman empire, and more especially from 
tbo time of Chiulomnguo, Francu hos always boou tho centre, 
socially us well as- geographically, of this Western region which 
may bo called tho nucleus of Humanity. On tho ono great occasion 
of united political action on tbo piu-fc of Western Europe, that is, 
in tho crusades of tho llth and 12th century, it was ovideutly 
franco that took tho initiative. It is true that when tho 
decomposition of Catholicism bognn to assume a systematic form, 
tho centre of the movement for two centuries shifted its position. 
It was Germany that gavo birth to tho metaphysical principles of 
negation. Their first political application \vtia in Uio Dutch and 
English revolutions, which, incomplete as they wore, owing to 
insulllciont intellectual preparation, yot served as preludes to tho 
groat ihml.orisig. Tbcso preludes -wore most important, as showing 
tho real social tendency of tho critical doctrines. But it was 
reserved for Kranco to co-ordinato tbcsp doctriues into a consistent 
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system nnd to propagate them fmccofjafully. Vninro llu.'n rcmuned 
Jier position as (ho principal ccnlru in which tlio tfivul moral and 
political questions ivoio In bo worked out. And thin pnnltion sho 
will in all probability rulniii, us in fuel il. in only a recurrence to 
thu novmnl orginmalioii o lUo Wt-wlm-u Kqmliliu, whii-.li hud been 
U-inpomi'ily moililicd to meet epuuiid conditions. A fivtU dmplnco- 
mont of tlio centre of tho fiociiil movi-nmnt i.n not In bo oxpuctod, 
unless in a fntnro too diulunl In unyu^n nur attention. U can 
indeed only bo tho ivunlt of widu oxtrnnioM of our advanced 
civilization beyond Kuvopoun. limits, as will bu explained in tho 
conclusion of this work. 

North and sonlb of this natural ctmtvc, wo flml Uvn pairs ot 
nations, between whkOi Bronco will nlwayn Inrni an mini-mediate 
Jink, partly from her geographical position, and ulno fiom her 
language and inajincrs. Tho first pair in for tho wont part Proles- 
taut. [(, coiiipmw, fust, tho givul (Juruuuiiu bndy, with tho 
nuinoroua iwtions thai, may bo vcyavdud as it* oflrtbuoln ; impcc.ially 
Hollmul, which, since UioTiliiUlhi A^CB, him huim in nvory rcHpcot 
the moat advanced portion of Germany. Secondly, (mit .llrilain, 
with which may bo classed tlio United Klatcn, imtwithfltiinding 
their prosont attitude of rivalry. Tho Rewind pair in i'xulnnivoly 
Catholic, It consists of tho groat Italian natuuuiUty, whuih in 
spite of politwal divisvona luvs ahvays UMvintivincd it difttinat 
cliaracter; and of tbo population of tbo Spuinnh i'oninmila (for 
Portugal, sociologicnlly considered, is not to bo sojmruled from 
Sprun), whicli lias so largely incrcruicd tho AVosLcrn family by its 
colonies. To complete tho conception of Ibid group of advanced 
nations, wo must add two accessory momborn, Orccca uutl .Volund, 
conntriea which, though situated iu KnBlcvu JCuvujic, iuo uonuowtcd 
with the "\Vcst, tbo ono by ancient hiBlovy, tho nlhov by modern. 
licsidea tbeso, tlioro am vftrions intonnodiato nutionalilioa whltili I 
need not now enumerate, connecting or demarcating tho moro 
important branches of tho family. 

In this vast Kopnblio it is that tho now philosophy is to find iU 
sphere of intellectual and moral action. U will endeavour BO to 
modify the initiative of tbo central nation, by tbo reacting iiilluonooa 
of tho other (ouv, as to givo increased efficiency to tlio gonoml 
movement. It IB a task eminently calculated to test tho social 
capabilities of Positivism, and for which no other system ie 
qualiQcd. Tho metaphysical spirit is as unfit for it as tho theolo- 
gical. Xho rupture of tho modifovia system is duo to tbo decadence 
of theology : but the direct agouoy in, tho rupluro wtva tlio solvent 
force of the metaphysical spirit. Neither Iho ono nor tho oilier 
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then i likely Lo rr.e.oiuhinn nlonmnU thn so]>arntion of which is 
principally duo in their own oimceptiom. It ia entirely to tho 
spontaneous ar.tinn of tho iNiftitivo spirit tlml wo owe Ihoio now 
though iiifmflkimil 1'mUn of union, whether industrial, nrtfolio, or 
scientific, wliiob, winco Ilio chino of the i\liddlo Aijos, hnvo boon 
loading n nioro nnd IIHU-H decidedly to a reconstruction of tho 
Western allianco. And now llmt Positivism has assumed its 
matured find By.. I mi win* form, its coinpctnnoo for tho work ia ovon 
more umincHtionable. .It alunn cun olil-ctimlly remove tho national 
antipathic which ntill exint. Hut it will do this without impairing 
tho imlural (jimlitieH nf any of tln'in. Its object Ea by n wiso coin- 
of theno (iiuditiuH, |,n dnvolop under a now form tho fcol- 
y nf a mmininn ( (midoilidily. 
Jly oxtondiiitf thi! noejnl uiovenient to its 
wo Ihiw ('xhil)it on a larger ficaln tho 
that Wisi'D imticed when Krunco nlono was 

.-I'd. Abvoiul or at home, ovory 
social pinbli'in that. arinc provcw that tho object of 
socond I'tiviihilidiuiry plinmi in a ivor^aiiixiUiiui of 
cipltrH and of life, lly Ihm nii'iuiH a body of 
opinion will ho formed of Kullir.iiint fon:u to lead gradually to tho 
growth (if new pnlitieal innliltilJutiH. Thene will lio adaplwl to tho 
flpr.ciiil refiiiii'omentH of (Mt'li indinn, under l-ho gidinral piinorintcn- 
dotico of Iho Kpiritndl power, from wlmm onr fnndaincntnl 
prini!i[iln<f will hrivn prneccded. The j^enoral spiril of thoao prin- 
Q\\)\a i wuiiilmlly hiHtoi-lcal, wbereuH the te-iidoncy of tho iicgntivo 
plmHO of thn revolution wan niiti-hml.oviriil. \Vithont blind hiilm! 
of tho piiflt, men would imver hum htnl fiullldont oiier^y to abandon 
the old ByHtem, Iliil hniirnforUi tho bust (widened of having 
ftUaiiicd c.niupli'tn ('inatieipatii'ii will be the rondon'iiR full jnsttco to 
t!w iiuali in all iU \>haHC!i. 'I'his in thn inot clmmcloriatio fen turn 
of Unit relutivo Hpirit which distin^nmlu-H T'oaitivism, Tho euros t 
aigtt of Rujiorunity, whtitluu' in pnr.soim nrwystoma, ifi fair apprecia- 
tion of opiioiieulf. And thin nuwt idwaya bo tho tondoncy of 
p.ciciico when rightly luidtu-dtond, sincn iU provision of thu 
i iiVdWwUy himc.d upon Hyutcuiatiu oxamiuation of tho past, 
U in tlw 'iiily \vuy in whic.h thn fvf uuil yot univomil udoplion o 
gftuuvrtl pviin-.ipli^ of wK-.iiil V('c.o\\nUuctiou can ovi'r ho iiossiblo. 
Such iv.wmnU-imUtm, vi\vl hy tlw linltt oC Stmiology, will bo 
vtjgftvdcd iw iv ncv.cwiu-y Hide iu lht\ wru\a of luuiwxu davolopmont j 
and lh\ia nmuy eimfuwd, niul iuwihcr^ut uoLimia RURRoatfiil by tho 
avWlmvy buliofa hiUu'Vtu p|^^vl^U l n^< will llunlly iliRn^cnv, Tho 
growth ot publio o\>liUu iu Utin vwpccl ifl ivuloil by tho incrcttsing 



tiio close relation botwcon tnoir own system ftnu u\o 
effort of roedifnval Catholicism. In ofltormtj for Uio acceptance of 
Humanity a now organization of lifo, wo would not diflsueialo it 
with nil Utal has gone bofovo. On tho contrary, it JH uiir boast 
that wo are but proposing for hor maturity tho nccoiiipliuhmonl of 
tho noblo effort of hor youth, im ofTort madu wlion intellectual and 
social conditions precluded tho possibility of success. "Wo ftto Loo 
lull of tlio fnturo to tow w\y utriouti charge of wtroguewiiou towards 
tho past. It would bo strange wore such u clmr^o to proeuod from 
those of out- opponents whoso political ideal is that amalgamation 
of temporal and spiritual power which was adopted, by tho theo- 
cratic or military systems of antiquity. 

Tho separation of those powers in Uio Middle Aj^os ia Uio 
gronlost atlvanco ovov yol miulo in tho Ihoovy ol flociul Older, It 
vvus imporfoctly offcctcd, because tho tiino \VM not \-i\w for it ; but 
enough was clone to show tho objoob of tho separation, nnd flonio of 
its principal results wcro pavtitilly arrived at. It originated tho 
fundamontal doctrine of -modern social life, Uio BubordiimLioii o 
Politics to Morals ; a iloctvino \vloh in spiVo oE tho inosl r>liHlhmlo 
rcaitstiinco haa suvvivod Uio dcdino of tlio roliyiou whkh Iliat 
proclaimed it. Wo sco it now sanctioned by a republican yovorn- 
mont which has shaken off tho follow) of tliat volition i no ro com- 
pletely tlmn any other. A further result of tho separation ib Lho 
keen sense of personal honour, combined with gonoral fraternity, 
which distinguishes "Western nations, ospoctaHy thoso who liavo 
boon pioaoi'vcd from Protoatantiam. To lUo wuuu tnuuvcu ia dun 
tho gonoral foeliDg that men should ho judged by ihoir intollootua! 
and moral worth, irrospootivoly of social position, yot without 
upsetting that subordination of classes which is random! noeoasary 
by tho requirements o practical lifo. And Una has aoeiiHtonuid au 
tlasauR to fvco disc\\seiou oi! movtvl awl oven of political ipiofttiona ', 
since every ono fcola it a right and a duty to judyo actions and 
persons by the gonoral principles which a common system of educa- 
tion lias inculcated alike on all. I need not enlarge on the, valuo 
of tho mcdiooval church in organising Uio political system of Weal- 
em Europe, in which tVmvo was no other recognised principle of 
union. All thcaa social results tiro wildly nUtibulcd to tho 
, excellence of the Christian doctrine ; but history whou fairly 
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examined shows that tlio source from which llioy arc principally 
doriviid in Lho Catholic principle of separating tho two powers. 
For th'jso dfi'titH urn uowltoro visible i-xctiut in Iho cauiitvios whore 
tliia separation him been effected, although u similar cotlo of morals 
nwl indeed a fiiitli identically tho same- Imvn hcon rocoivcd elsewhere. 
Beside, although fiaur.limioil V>y Iho ^uncml lono of moilorn life, 
they liavo hooii noulraltaod to a coiiNi'durable oxl-onL by tho decline 
of Lho CnUuilio oi'^aiii/aUun, and Lin's oajji'iiiully in iho counlrioa 
wliiifi! Lhu grcalchl utlurlH hnvo boon inaclo to rcntoro tlio doctrino to 
its ovitfimil pvivily uiul juiww. 

In tliuiji) rirtpiscln Pimitivwin Ims alroady tipimicintcd CntlioHcisiu 
juoro fully than uiiy of itH own dofciiiiliirs, not ovun oxco])ting Do 
Muistro hinwi'ir, a huhiuil m>mo of thy mom c/indid organs ot tlio 
loU'oymdn Hi-liool luivu allowed. Jlut tho merit of Catholicism dooa 
not niiM't'ly dniiond on Llm fuot Unit it forms a most important link 
in Urn BuricH uf liuiimn tlovulupmonl. "VVlmt adds to tho glory of 
ila ofVorU is thai, iw hisUivy nloavly pvovos, they wovo in nilvmico of 
Lltoir tinio. 1'liu puliticid failure of Oatlioliuisin rosnUod from tho 
iiuporfuotinn of itH dontrinos, and llio i-L'siatfinco of tlio social 
modium in ^vhi^;l[ JL workwl. It IH Inio Lliat Monotheism is far 
movft oiiiupatililt* with Um K\uu'aLioii of \iowoitt Uwm 1'oIyUvoiBin, 
lint from Llm absuhitn cliaractnv of ovory kind ttf tlwoloyy, there 
was alwiiyti 11 tondi'iiiiy in tho modiiuvul synlum to dcgpnorato into 
mci'o Uiuocviu'.y. in fool, U)o pi-oxinmlo niuisu of its Uuclino "Nvas 
Iho iiioiviisisd di,'Vi.'l')pniunt of thJH tondoncy in tho fourtooiitji 
coiituvy, itiul tlu> ro^ialiincit whidi it provokud among tlio kings, 
who wtood fuvwnrd to ropi'tiH^nt llio goiiuud voice ol coiidonumUou, 
Agrtin, lho\i^h Hoptmilion ol' powt'w wna lows ilimuttU in tho tlofcnaivo 
ayntoui of modiiuvul warfavo than in tho nfigrosflivo system of 
antiquity, yot it, j.4 Lhoi-oughly rojiiignant to (ho military spirit in 
nil its phiiHOH, burmisn nilvoiflO to Unit concentration of authority 
wliidi in rwiuiKito in \\'uv. And tliun it was novoi- thoroughly 
realised, oxunpt in Uio conceptions of a fow lending mon among 
both tlio Hpirituul and temporal dim. Itfl brio! success wns princi- 
prilly cmibml by u temporary unnilii nation of civcmiiBtnncea. it was 
for tho nujKt piii't u ctiiidition of vcvy imatablo onuilibriinn, 
botwuou thcocraiiy nnd omjiiro. 




.not morel, 

by tho iivopamtory Inboura of tho last livo conturios. " ow o ft ," d 
Now modus ol Uiought liave nelson, and practical lito 
Iiua aaauiuud now iihoaos ; awl nil ato oliko tonclmg towards tho 
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rccogiusca ny an 
nothing mow Hum tho distinction knlwocn theory ami practice ; a 
distinction which is already admitted mow or loss formally 
throughout civilized Kuropo in subjects of km intporlanco; which 
thoroforo it would bo unreasonable to abandon in Llio most difficult 
of oil arts and sciences. Viewed socially, it implies Iho separation 
of education from nclion ; or of morals from politics; and fo\v 
would deny that tho maintenance of this fiupamtion in 0110 of Uio 
greatest blessings of our progressive civilipiilion. '.Din distinction 
is of equal importance to morality and to liberty. Tt i tho only 
way of bringing opinion and conduct inulor tho control of principle; 
for tho most obvious application of ft principle) had litllo weight 
when it is merely an act of obcdionco to a Rpccinl command. 
Taking tho more gonornl question of bringing our political forces 
into harmony, it seems clear that theoretical and practical power 
aro so totally distinct in origin and operation, 'wliothor in relation 
to tho heart, intellect, or charaotct, that tho Tunctiojin of couneol 
and of command ought never to belong to tlio name orgaim. All 
attempts to unite thorn aro at onco rotrogmdo and visionfiry, 
and if successful wotdd load to tho intolorablo govorjinionfc of 
mediocrities equally unfit for cither hi ml of powor. .Hut as I slmll 
show in tho following chapters thifl principle of Reparation will 
soon find increasing support among women and tho working 
classes ; tho two elements of society in which wo find tho greatest 
amount of good sense and right feeling. 

Modern society is, in fact, already ripe for the adoption of this 
fundamental principle of polity ; and tho opposition to it proceeds 
almost entirely from its connection with Iho doctrines of tho 
mediroval church which havo now become deservedly ol)soloto. 
Bub there will bo an end of these revolutionary prejudices among 
all impartial observers as soon as the principle is soon embodied in 
Positivism, tho only doctrine which is wholly disconnected with 
Theology. All human conceptions, all social improvomonta 
originated under theological influence, afl wo sco proved clearly in 
many of tho humblest details of lifo. But this has never prevented 
H\imamty from finally appropriating to herself Iho roamLa of fcho 
creeds which aha has outgrown. And ao it will bo with this groat 
political principle j it has already bocomo obsolete oxccpt for tho 
Positive uchool, which bus verified inductively nil tho minor tmtlis 
implied in it The only direct attacks againat it COIDQ from tlio 




necrssity for diwuiMsinn. Tho foot iR tlmt Borious disturbances will 
soon bo (jauwid by tho poi'timicioiis (ifl'oi'lH of thrso ndhoronts of 
riothinlofimcy to rt^ulalo liy law wlmt ought lo 1m loft to moral 
iudumia'H ; anil Ihon tho public, will Ijocumo inoro alivo to tho 
uoemity of thu -Cu<nlivtnt doctriuo of systematically w.]Wftt>mg 
political fvm wmd government. '.L'ho IftU-ov n!io\il<l Ijo \unlwflt,ood 
lo vcly oxclvihivi-ly on Uio fovm'H of cimviuUon and povanasion ; itfi 
inlluoiifin on notion lipiiiR nini])l,y Unit of counsel ; \vhoroaa tho 
fornior oinjiloyfl iliicot coinnnlsioji, biisod U])on superiority of pliysi- 
cal force. 

Wo now undovHtniitl what ia momifby tho coiietruotivo clmmotor 
of tho flfloond mvolutioiHiry plmso. It iinplios n union of tho socinl 
nsnivatiotiH of Mm lUuldlii vVgcw witli tho wiso political inetincts of 
Iho Couvoiilinn. In llm intorval of tliofio two noi-ioclfl tho nioro 
ntilimiH wnvo witlimtt any Ryl.niualio orp;aui'/.aUo!i, and 
wbiuidoiiwl t.n l-lio (Avu-Ctild pvnccwh of transition, which was 
tlu\ old i>vt\tM' mul \)Vii])nviuR tho now. lioth Uioso 
preliminary fili>iw nvo mw milUcirntly ixcct>in]>lisl)cil. Tlio dosiro 
for sociftl rnK<mf!ralinii lnm lidconin Loo Klronpt lo be rcsislficl, and a 
philosophical Hyn!.inn cnpablo of directing ib hns nlroady nvison. 
Wo limy, tliornfovtt, vociininii'iH'o on n. hotter inlollcctuiil find social 
Imaia Lho j^rcnt nH'orl, of CJutholicimti, to bring Western Jim)[>o to a 
aooinl nyntoin of pcuciiful activity imtl intolloctiml cnlluro, in which 
Thought und Action ftlunild bo subordinated to univoranl Lovo. 
KcootiRlruclioii will br^in at tlio points whovo doinolitioii bogan 
TUa (lissoUiUoH of Um old ov^nnism began in tho 
w\utnvy l\y tho dt^U'iintiou of its intovnalional dmr- 
Convom % ly, voov^iunwtinn Im^ins by autiufying tlio inlol- 
locliml find moral wiinU common Lo Urn iivo Wcstovn nations. 

And lioro, nincu Iho object of thin olmpLor is to , r . ,.,.., 

, . .. ' . . . 'i , . ... . ,. ' , riio iitnicw 

explain Iho HOCIIII vnluo of .I'oaitiviHin, 1 may show nvoimn of PO- 

bnody tlmt it Icailw nccosHdrily to tlio formation of a slll * lBm - 
dofhiito flyetom of universal Morality; tin's boing tlio ultimate 
ohjoct of nil riiiloflonhy, und tlio alnvtiiiR point of nil Polity. 
Since it ia by its moral r.mlo (hat ovory spiritual power nnisb bo 
principally touted, thin will bo tho befit mode of judging of tho 
toUtivo merits of Voftitivisiu and GiUhoHcism. 

To tbo 1'oailiviat tho objocl ol Movftls ia to make our sci't-iovo t^jo- 
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ctaivm fc Ui& sympathetic instinct prnpowlf.mlo tw fuv i\fl possible 
pr^]oro CtI Ti?o over tho selfish instiiictH ; social fi'o]iiu,'fl ovnr pmnoiml 
ted? 1 fnvnnri fcoHngs. This way of viewing tlm fliiliji!ct IB peculiar 
tburoauit;bnt to tho now philosophy, for no iitliHi' HyKloni has in- 
11,^7 hV'l^ eluded Iho inoio voctmt addilimui to tho thoory of 
human nature, of which Catholicism #t\vo HU imper- 
fect a representation. 

It is one of tho first priiiciplc.4 of Biology that 
organic Hfo always pvopm\dunU<!ij ovcv imimul life. By Uiia 
principle tho Sociologist explains tho mipid'inv Htri'iigth of tho 
self-regarding instinc.ls, ainco thcso aw all eminent.^! mom or loss 
closely with tho instinct of nolf-nrofini-vation. Hut, filtlimiKli tlicio 
is no evading this fact, Sociology fhows that it ia coinpaliblii with 
tho existence of bonovolcmt iifTocUons, aiVoc.liunH whioli CitUictHciani 
had asserted to bo altogether alion to our imtun 1 , and tn ho ontiroly 
do[iondonton suporhuinnn Grano derived from u Hpliuru buyotiil tho 
reach of Law. Tho fjvcivt problem, Uu'.u, ia to vuiwi wuciiU fi'(jHi\g 
by artificial effort to tho position wliich, in tho nulnml c.undition, ig- 
hold by selfish feeling. Tlio eolation in to bo found in another 
biological principle, namely, that ftinclunm and or#iiin tiro do- 
voloped by constant exorcise, and atrophu-d by pmloii^cd iimc.tion. 
Now tho effect of tho Social slntD is, Unit whiln our sympathetic 
instincts aro constantly stimulalnil, tho aullinh jiropuimitieit aro 
restricted; sinoo, if free play wore given to them, human inter- 
course would very shortly becom impoasiUo. Th\iK it, wnnpcuwitca 
to some oxtont tho natural wonltncas of tho SyniptilhiisH that they 
aro capable oi almost indofinilo extcnfilon, whilst Nulf-lovo niooU 
inevitably with a moro or loss ollieinnt ohoclc. Jloth thoso ten- 
dencies naturally increase with tho progi'OHB of Humanity, and 
their increase ia iho best immum of tho dcgriio of jiovfcction tint 
wo Imvo attained. Their growth, though upontanoona, may bo 
materially has tonod by organized intorvonlion, both of individuals 
and of society, tho object being to WOKWIBG all ftwouviihlu iuIluuuccB 
and diminish tho nnfiivourablo. This ia tho object of tho art of 
Mpvals. Like- ovnry other art, it is restricted within corlaiu limits. 
But in this case tho limits aro loss narrow, bocauao tho phenomena, 
being more complex, aro also moro modifiable. 

Positive morality tliffova thovefovo fvom that of thuologionl H 
well as of metaphysical systems. Its primary principle is tho 
preponderance of Social Sympathy. l?ull and fwn oxpaiiflion of 
tho benovolont emotions is mado tho fiwt condition of individual 
and social woll being, since thoao omotiona aro at onco tho swootost 
to experience, and avo tho only toolings which can Hud oxprowlon- 
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methods nf jnolrtphyHjcH cuiild novor advance with any consislenoy 
beyond iho aplu>ro of the individual. Theology, especially Chris- 
tian theology, could mily risu to social conceptions by an indirect 
process, forced upiui it, not liy its principles, but by its practical 
functions. Inlrinnictilly, its spirit wna fiHognlhcr personal ; the 
highoKd ohjficl pluv.wl licfovn n\eh individual was Uio iiUftininont of 
hie own salvation, mid nil Inininn nd'oelione wore mndo subordinate 
to Iho hivo of find. It JH truo that tlio lire I training of our higher 
feeling iw duo to Uiftologinnl RyRlome ; but tlioir moiftl value 
dopoiulod nminly on tlio wlmloin of tlio priosfliood. They com- 
ponsatcd tlio (Icltml.s o[ thoir doclrinc, nud at thnt time no bottor 
doclrinc wa uvailabloj by taking advantage of tlio antagonism 
which nalimilly iiwinonltstl itsolf btiUvoou the iutorosta of tlio 
iinagiimry mitl thtmo of Iho roal world. Tho moral value of 
Positiviflin on tho contrary, is inlioront in its doctrine, and can bo 
largely dovdopnl, imlcponddiilly of any spiritual discipline, though 
not BO fur UK to dinpmiart \t\\\i tho nocpwiiy for such dincipMno. 
Thus, while Jfonility aa a pcicnco is niadn far nioro conaialont by 
boing jilficcd in HH trim connnclion with Mm rest of our knowledge, 
tho ftphnvtt ot iiaUnvl moi'nHly JH \viilwiwl by bringing httnum life, 
individually and collrntivoly, uiuhsv Lho direct and continuous 
influcnco of Sochd Vcdluig. 

I havo sUilwl that VoBiUvo morality is brought into i,,^,.,^]^^ 
a cohornnt and flyatmnalif. form hy i(n principle of iioiwoon eoir- 
univfli-aal lovo. Thw principlo iniiKl now bo oxainincd ISISnnJnoS 
fiiat in its application lo Lho acparnto iiBpcclH of tlio i<>co mo tbo 

... 11 n it i i i .1 (iomoaUoiiftoc- 

subject, and BiibBCtniciiLly afi tlio mcaiiQ l)y winch tlio tioim: niiai, 
vavioiiR parts niny bo oo-ordinatcd. jum^^ 1 ^ 

There arc thrun HucccHsivo Htat of morality answor- iml 
Ing to the throo juinoipal Htagos of human lifo; the 
poraonnl, tlio domostio, anil Ibo Hocial Btn^o. Tho succession 
i-Gprofionts tlio gradual training of tho sympatliotic principle; it is 
drawn out stop by Rtop by a aoricfl of affections which, as it 
cUmimshos in inlanmly, inevo(\wos in dignity. This ftorioa fovma 
our boat rofloiirco in atloinpting na fnr as possible lo reach the 
normal stuto; Huboidination o[ nolf-lovo to social feeling. Thcso 
ftvo tho two oxtromoK in Iho senh of human aflcctlons; but bctwoon 
thorn thoro ifl an intorinodiaLo dogroo, namely, domostio attach- 
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'dent, and it is on thia Hint Iho solution of Lho groat moral problem 
depends. Tlio lovo of his family loads Mini out of hid original 
etato of Sclf-lovo nnd enables liim to attain iiniilly u miflieicnt 
measure of Social lovo. Every attempt on thy part of tlio niornl 
educator to cull this last into immodiiilu action, rugnrdlcM of tho 
intermediate stage, is to bo condemned as utterly ohiimirieal nml 
profoundly injurioua Such attempts aro n^nnluil in thn prcneut 
day witli far loo favourable an oyo. Fur from buin# n sign of 
aocial progress, tboy would, if auewsttful, bo un immense nlcp 
backwards ; since tbo fooling which inspires thorn is ono of per- 
verted admiration for antiquity. 

Since the importance of domestic life is HO #rcut as n transition 
from selfish to social fooling, a systematic vioiv of UH rolatioim will 
bo the best mode- of explaining Iho spirit uf Pomlivo morality, 
which is in every respect based upon tlio order .found in imturo. 

Tito Jirst germ of social fooling is soon in tho alfrrtiuH of Lho 
child for its parents. Filial lovo ia tbo slnHnitf-poiut of our moral 
education: from it springs tbo instinct of Continuity, and oonso- 
quontly of rovoronco for our ancestors. It is tlio Hint tin by which 
tho now being feels himself bound to tho whulo past history of 
Man. Brotherly lovo comos next, implanting tho iiiBlinot of 
Solidarity, that is to say of union with our contemporaries ; and 
thus wo have already a sort of outlmo of social oxinlimco. With 
maturity now phases of fooling aro developed. KolutiunahipB aro 
formed of an entirely voluntary nature; wlnoh liovo Lhcroforo a 
still moro social character than tho involuntary tiuo of oarlior yoars. 
This second stage in moral education begins with conjugal aflbo* 
tion, tbo most important of all, in which porfcct fuIlnoBB of dovo- 
tion is secured by tho reciprocity and indissulubility of tho bond. 
It is the highest typo of all sympathetic instincts, and 1ms appro- 
priated to itself in a special sonso tho name of Love, Ifrom this 
most porfcct of unions proceeds tbo last in tbo aorios of domcstio 
sympathies, parental lovo. It completes tho training by which 
Nature prepares us for universal sympathy ; for it twiohoa us to 
care for -our successors ; and thus it binds us to tbo Future, oa 
filial love had bound us to tlio Past. 

I placed tho voluntary class of domestic sympatbiofl attar tho 
involuntary, because it was the natural order of individual develop- 
ment, and it thus boro out my statement of tho nooosaily of family 
bfe as an intermediate stago botwcon personal and social lifo But 
in treating more directly of tbo theory of tho Family aa tho consti- 
tuent element of the body politic, the invorao ordor should bo 
followed. In that case conjugal attachment would oorao Unt as 



CHAP, 11.1 



TUB SOCIAL ASPECT 0V POSITIVISM. 



71 



boing tho fooling through which tho family comes into existence as 
a now social unit, which in many cases consists simply of tho 
original pair. Domestic sympathy, when once formocl by marriage, 
{3 perpetuated first by parental then by /llial affection ; it may 
af to wards bo developed by tho tie of brotherhood, tho only relation 
by which dillbront families can be brought into direct contact. 
The ordov followed hero is that of dcrnse in intensity, and 
incvoaao in extension. Tim fooling of fv.Ucmity, which I placo Inat, 
bcoauao it is usually least powovful, will bu soon to bo of primary 
importance when roganlod as tho transition from domestic to social 
ail'ootionsj it in, indeed, tho natural typo to which all social 
sympathies conform. Hut there is yet anothor iulormcdialo rela- 
tion, without which thifl brief exposition of tho theory of tho 
family would bo incomplete; I moan the relation of household 
servitude, which may ba called indillbrontly domestic or social. It 
is a relation which at tho present time is not properly appreciated 
on account oC our dislike to all subjection ; and yet tho word 
rfoincsfuJ is enough to voimud. UR Unit in ovary normal stuto of 
Humanity, it svippHoB what would otUavwisio bo iv want in house- 
hold rotations. Its vahio Una in completing tho oiVtiuiilion of Iho 
social instinct, by u special apiirontiouflhip in obedionco and 
command, botli being subordinated to llm universal principle of 
mutual sympathy. 

Tho object of tho preceding remarks wan to show tho efficacy of 
tho Positive method in moral (iuontionn by applying it to the most 
important of all moral thcnrit'H, tho theory of tho Family. For 
mow dotailo.d proof, 1 must rotor to my treat on "Positive 
Polity," to which tliia wovk is introductory, I would call atten- 
tion, howovor, to Iho bonc(io,\al inlliwucu of Positivism on jxirsoniil 
morality. Actions which hithuvlo had always boon vtifuiTOil oven 
by Catliolio philosophers Lo personal inloruals, nvo now brought 
under tho groat principle of Lovo on which tho wholo Poditivo 
doctrine is based. 

Foolinc's aro only to bo developed by constant . ^oiaoimivir- 

O if , i i.U*H 1'lUUQil 

exorcise ; and oxiirciso is most necessary wJion tho npm a nw\ni 
intrinsic energy of the feeling IB least. ]tis thoroforo iWlll< 
quite oontvary to tho true spirit of moral education to degrade 
duty hi questions of porsrmid morality to a more calculation of solf- 
intaveat. Of coavac, in Una olonicuLuvy part of l-Uhica, it is o-iaior 
to ostimato tho conBoquonccs of actions, und to ahow tho personal 
iitility of tho rnlca enjoined. But this motliod of pTOOcd\ivc 
inevitably stimnlatoa tho self-regarding propensities, wliioh nvn 
already too preponderant, and tho exorcise of which ought us far na 
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possible to bo discoumgod. Ucsidoa, it oflrn romilln in practical 

ftiiliiro. To lonvo tho decision of ouch t[U((.Htionn to tho judgment 

of tho individual, is to give a formal Bftm-.Uon Lo i\H Uu\ nutuml 

differences in men's inclinations. "When Dm only jntitivo nr^ed is 

consideration for personal consequences, ovory ono fnnln hiiimnlC to 

bo tho best judge of thaio, and modilh'9 the nilo ut II!H pli'nsuro. 

Positivism, guided by ft Iniov estimate of llin fuclw, entirely 

remodels this olomontnry pnrt of Kthic. Its ii|ipwil ia to Hocinl 

feeling, and not to personal, since thn actions in titujBlum ftvo of a 

kind in which tho individual ia far from lioinn ihn only ptwm 

intorostod. For oxainplo, Biicb viiiuof ns It'iniHTiim-n uiul oliimtity 

aro inculcated by tlio Positivisl on otlior fjminnlfl tliuii tlioo of 

tbeir povsonnl iidvniitngrs. Ho will not of cnumi h lilind Lo their 

individvwl value; buL this in nil tiepcc.i. on which li wjl! not, dwell 

too much, for fear of oonccntmtinK iittmitifin on fli'lf-inl,t'n'Ht. At 

all events, ho will novcr mnko it tho Imais of liin pn'c(i|itH, lint will 

invariably rest them upoii llioir social vnhio. Tliovii iivn CUHCH in 

which mou aro prcaorvcd by an umimmlly slion^ tionfttitnlion from 

tbo injurious effects of intempomnco or liborUmiK" luit 

are bound to sobriety nnd conLinonco (IH 

bccauao vritliovit Uicao vivU\ca they ct\i\not 

duties rightly. Even in tho commonest of 

liness, this nltovation in tho point, of vimv limy bo inndn wil.h 

advantage. A eimpln sanitary roguliitinu w thus oniifAilcd by 

knowing thnt the object of it is to malto m^li oim of iw moio lit 

for tho service of others. In this way nnd in no other, cnn moral 

education assume Us true characlor at the vory outwit. AVo fllnill 

bocome habituated to iho tooling of subonUimUcm In HvHMmty, 

oven in our sinnllosfc actions. It is In tlioco that wo olnmld bo 

trained to gain tho mastery over tho lower propcnmtioa j and tho 

more so that, in those aimpio cnsca, iL ia less dilllcnU to ftppronmlo 

their conseqnenco8. 

Tho influence of Positivism on personal morality is in iUolf 
a proof of its superiority to other nyatums. Ita flnporiovity in 
domestic morality we have already soon, nnd yot Una waa 
the best aspect of Catholicism, forming indeed tho pvinoipal basis 
of its admirable moral code. On social morality Btriotly so called, 
I necdiwt dwell at length. Horo the value of tho now philosophy 
will be more direct and obvious, tho fact of iU Blatulmft al the 
social point of view being tbo vory feature which distinguishes 
it from all other systems. In defining tho mutual duties arising 
from tho various relations of life, or again in giving aolidity 
and extension to tho instinct of our common fraternity, noithor 
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obvious cunvaeLcriflMCH m romuviwn i nooa not lartnor onlnrgo, 8 
I shall havo other ncmiona for vtiforriiiR to lliron. 

After this Itriof exposition of Positive Humility I must alludo 
with cijual brevity to tho means by which it, will bo established and 
applied. '.Chew nvo of two kinds. Tlio nvat lay down Uio fonnila- 
tions of moral training for caoh individual : thoy furnish principles, 
find limy rotfiilaln frolingn. Tlio second oavry out tlm work begun, 
nod onflow the application of Uio principles inculcated to practical 
lifo. Both these functions tiro in Uio first instance performed 
spoil Uncous! y, wulnr tlio inlluonco of tho tloctrino nnd of the 
sympathies ovokcd liy it. JUit for thoir adcquato pcvformanco 
A epiriluiil power spneinlly devoted to tho pnrpoeo is 

The mowil education of tlio Positivist is Ijasod both 
upon Kcason and on Feeling, tho luttor having always 
llio propondoranco, in accordance with Uio primary 
principle of Uto Hynlom. ( 8SffiS ft t,ig 

Tho result of the rational baam is to bring moral imt aim moro 
procopta to I ho lost of rigorous demonstration, ami to tiio" htiiei 
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sccnro them nfininwl all dftn^or from diRcufwion, Ity 
.showing that llioy rost ii|>on tlio laws of our individual and social 
nature. 31y knowing tlieso laws, wo ore enabled' to form a 
.judgment of llio inllntmcft of cnch affectioii, Uion^ht, action, oir 
habit, bo thut influence direct or indirect, special or general, 
in private lifo or in public. Convictions based upon such know- 
ledge will bo as doop I\R any that are formed in tho present day 
from the etriotcet scientific evidence, with that excess of intensity 
duo to tboiv higher importance nnd thoir close connection with our 
noblest fcelmfls. Nor will Ruoh conviction* bo limited, to UIOBO who 
are able to appreciate the logical value of tho arguments. Wo BOO 
constantly in other departments of Positive sciuncc that men will 
adopt notions upon trust, and carry thorn oxit with tho anmo ?.aal 
and confidence, an if thoy wora thoroughly acquainted with all 
tho grounds for thoir belief. All that ia necessary in, that thoy 
(mould fool aatledod thai/ their confldonco is well bestowed, tho 
(fact being, in spite of all that is said of tlio independence of modern 
thought, that it IB often givon loo readily. Tlio most willing 
assent is yielded every day to the rules which mathematicians, 
astronomers, physicists, oliomfeto, or biologists, havo laid down in 
thoir respective arts, even in oases where tlio groatunt) interests are 
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at stake And similar assent will certainly be accorded to moral 
rules when they, like the rest, shall bo ackuowledged to be suscep- 
tible of scientific proof. 

Dut while using the force of demonstration to an extent hitherto 
impossible, Positivists will take- care not to exaggerate its import- 
anco. Moral education, even in its more systematic parts, should 
rest principally upon Feeling, as the mere statement of the great 
human problem indicates. The study of moral questions, intellect- 
ually speaking, is most valuable; but tho effect it leaves is not 
directly moral, since the analysis will refer, not to our own actions, 
but to those ol others ; for all scientific investigations, to bo im- 
partial and free from confusion, must be objective, not subjective. 
Now to judge others without immediate reference to self, ia a 
process which way possibly result in strong convictions ; but so far 
from calling out right feelings, it will, if carried too far, interfere 
with or check their natural development. However, tho new school 
of moralists is the less likely to orr in this direction, that it would 
be totally inconsistent with that profound knowledge of human 
nature in which Positivism has already shown itself so far superior 
to Catholicism. Xo one knows so well as tho Positivist that tho 
principal source of real morality lies in direct exorcise of our social 
sympathies, whether systematic or spontaneous. Ho will spare no- 
efforts to develop these sympathies from the earliest years by every 
method which sound philosophy can indicalc. It is in this that 
moral education, whether private or public, principally consists; 
and to it mental education is always to be held subordinate. I 
shall revert to these remarks in tho next chapter, when I come to- 
the general question of educating the People. 

But however efficient tho training received in youth, organisation 
it will not be enough to regulate out conduct in aftor f 1( " bUo Opl " 
years, amidst all the distracting influences of practical 
life, unless tho same spiritual power which provides tho education: 
prolong its influence over our maturity. Part of its task will be 
to recall individuals, classes, and even nations, when tho cnse 
requires it, to principles which they have forgotten or misinter- 
preted, and to instruct them in tho means of applying them wisely. 
And here, even more than in the work of education strictly 
so called, the appeal will bo to Feeling rather than to pure Reason, 
Its force will be derived from Public Opinion strongly organized. 
If the spiritual power awards its praise and blame justly, public 
opinion, aa I shall show in the next chapter, will lend it the most 
irresistible support. This moral action of Humanity upon oaoh of 
het members has always existed whenever there was any real com- 
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munity of principles nnd feelings. But its strength will bo far 
groatov \mdi i .v tho Positive ayaVcm. Tho I'caHty of tho doctrine 
and iho social character of modern civilixalion give advantages 
to tho now spiritual power which \VLTO domed to Catholicism. 

And tbcso advantages aro brought forward very 
prominently "by thoPoHilivn system of commemoration. 
Commemoration, when regularly instituted, is a most 
valuable instrument in Iho hands of a spiritual powor for continuing 
tho work of moral ed lien lion. It wan tbo ahmihilo character of 
Calholicipm, ovtm moro than [ho defuelivo stale of medimval society, 
that caused tbo failuro of its noble aspirations lo become tho uni- 
versal religion. In Hpilo of all HH efforts, iln system of connuomora- 
UoJi has always beon restricted to very narrow limits, both in timo 
and space. Outsido those limits, Catholicism lias always shown tbo 
Bfuno blindness and injustice that it now complains of receiving 
from its own opponents. Positivism, on tho contrary, can yield 
Iho Cull uwwum of praise to nil limes and nil countries, without 
either wcalcnesH or inconsistency. Possessing Iho true theory of 
lummu duvolupuioul, overy modti ami \iluiuu of tlmt development 
will be c e 1 iib rated. ThiiH ovoi-y moral precept will bo supported by 
tho inlUu'Hcn of piwluvily; nml Una in pvivato lito ns well i\a in, 
public, fur tbo system of commemoration will bo applied in tho 
anmo spirit lo tbo hninblcHt hiivvicoa on well an lo Iho bighcat. 

"\Vhilo ri'Sfirving njieciid ilotails for tho Ircnlifjo lo which this 
work is introductory, I may yet glvo olio illiiHtration of this import- 
ant aspect of Positivism ; an ilhmlmtiou which probably will bo 
Iho fifststep in tlio practical application ol Iho system. I would 
propose to iiiHtilulo in Western .Kuropo on any days that may bo 
thought suitable, Lhn yi'iirly colebnition of Iho Ibrco greatest of our 
prcdcccBBoi-H, CiVHur, St. Paul, and (^harlomagne, who arc respectively 
tho highest typos of ( ! ruco-Komnn civilixation, of Jlcdisovnl Foud- 
alism, and of Culbolicimn which forms Iho link between Iho two 
periods. Tho floi-vicus of tbcsu illuslnous men havo jiovcr yot been 
adequately recognised, for want of H sound historical thoory onabling 
IIB to explain tbo prominent part whieh they played in tho develop- 
ment of ouv ruco. Kvui\ in tit, Pnul'a caao tho omission is notice- 
able. PoHilivinm gives him a still liiglmr place tbun ban boon given 
Un\ by TUuolugy ; fv il looks upon him iw Uiatorically Uw Ccmndoc 
of tho religion which bcnva tho inappropriate name of Christianity. 
\\\ Vl\o oUicv Uvo WWOB tins inllnonco of Positive pviudples is QVCIX 
movo necessary, ttor CJu-Hnr has boon almost equally inisjndgod by 
thoobgienl and by motaphynical ivrilma ; and CaUioHcisin baa dono 
very little for tho appruciatiun of Charlemagne. However, noU 
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withstanding tho absence of any systematic appreciation of these 
greftt men, yet from the reverence with which they arc generally 
regarded, we can hardly doubt that the celebration here proposed 
would meet with ready acceptance throughout "Western Europe. 

To illustrate my meaning still further, I may obscrvo that his- 
tory presents cases where exactly the opposite course is called for, 
and which should bo held up not for approbation Imt for infamy. 
Blame, it is tcuc, should not be carriacl to the same extent as praise, 
because it stimulates the destructive instincts to a degree which ia 
always painful and. sometimes injurious. Yet strong condemnation 
ia occasionally desirable. It strengthens social feelings and princi- 
ples, if only by giving more significance to our approval. Thus I 
would suggest that after doing honour to the three great men who 
have done so much to promote the development of our race, there 
should bo a solemn reprobation of tho two principal opponents of 
progress, Julian and Jtonaparte ; the latter being tho more criminal 
of tho two, the former tho more insensate. Their influence has 
been sufficiently extensive to allow of all tho Western nations join- 
ing in this damnatory verdict.* 

'The principal function of tho spiritual power is to direct the 
future of society by means of education; and, as a supplementary 
part of education, to pronounce judgment upon the past in the 
mode here indicated. Rut there are functions of. anolhev kind, 
relating more immediately to the present; and these too result 
naturally from its position as an educating body. If the educa- 
tors are men worthy of their position, it will givo them an influence 
over the whole course of practical life, whether private or public. 
Of course it will merely be the influence of counsel, and practical 
men will bo free to accept or reject it ; but its weight may bo very 
considerable when given prudently, and when the authority from 
which it proceeds is recognized as competent. The questions 
on which its advice is most needed are tho relations between 
different classes. Its action will bo coextensive with the diffusion 
of Positive principles; for nations professing the eame faith, and 
sharing in the samo education, will naturally accept tho same intel- 
lectual and moral director?. In the next chapter I shall treat 
this subject more in detail. I merely mention it hero as one 
among the list of functions belonging to the new spiritual power. 

Thepoiitfcai It wil1 llow n t be difficult to show that all the 
tMmi*oi ^waotcristics of Positivism are summed up in its 
and Progress, motto, Order and Progress, a motto which has a 

* On reconsideration, Comlo saw fit to withdraw this proposal. See Positive Polity, 
TO. tv.,ch. 6., p. 8S1. r 
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pliilosophical as well as political bearing, and which I shall nlwnye 
fool gMcl to INIVG put fonmrcl. 

Positivism is the only school which has given a definite signift- 
caucc to these two conceptions, whether regarded from thoii- scientific 
or their social aspect. "With regard to ProgL-eas, tho assertion will 
hardly bo disputed, no definition of it bxit the Positive ovor having 
yet been given. In the ease of Order, it is less appnrciit ; but, tie I 
have shown in the first chapter, it is no loss profoundly Iruo. All 
previous philosophies had regarded Ordor as stationary, a conception 
"which rendered it wholly inapplicable to modern politics. But 
Positivism, by rejecting tho absolute, and yot not inlrorluoing tlio 
arbitrary, represents Order in. a totally new light, and adapts it to 
our progressive civilization. It places it on tho firmest possible 
foundation, that is, on tho doctrine of tho invariability of tho laws 
of nature, which defends it against nil danger from mibjcctivo 
chimeras. Tlio Positivist regards artificial Ordur in tSocinU phono- 
ninna, as in nil others, as rusting necessarily upon tho Order oC 
nature, in other words, upon tho whole scries of natural Inwe. 

But Order has to bo reconciled with Progress: and v loKTCMt Uo 
here Positivism is still more obviously without a rivnl. iavi>iii>mont 
-Necessary as tho reconciliation Is, no other system lias 0( ordor. 
cvon attempted it. But tho facility with wliicli wo avo now 
enabled, by tbo oncycloptedic scalo, to pass from tho simplest 
mathematical phenomena to the most complicated phenomena of 
political lift 1 , lejida at onco to a solution of tho problem. Viewed 
scientifically, it is an instance of. thtit necessary correlation o oxisU 
eiico and movement, which wo find indicated in tho iunrgnmo 
world, and which becomes still inoro distinct in Hliology. Finding 
it in all tbo lower sciences, wo are prepared for its appearance in ft 
still more definite shape in Sociology. XTcro its jji-ncUcnl iniportnuco 
becomes more obvious, though it hud been implicitly involved 
before. In Sociology tho correlation assumes this form : Ordor ig 
tlie condition of all Progress; Progress is always tho object of 
Order. Or, to penetrate tho question still more deoply, ProgrCFS 
may bo regarded simply as tho dovclopment of Order lor tlio 
order of nature necessarily contains within itself Iho gorm of ftll 
possible progress. Tho rational view of human affrtira is Lo look on 
all their changes, not as new Creations, but n new Kvolxitio.w. 
And wo find this principle fully bonus out m history. Kvcty eooinl 
innovation has its roots Lu the past; EUU! tho rudosb ])luxeos of 
savage life show tho primitive trace of all subsequent improvement. 
*" ftl L 8 - S u.o- Progress then is in its essence identical with Order, 
phyoi- and may bo looked upon us Ordor inndo manifest. 
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cat intone^- Therefore, in ox]ikm\nq Una ilcmhln o.ano.opUmi on 
rt/aiKi mom!. w [!i c ii (,1m Science and Art of smiinty ilnpnml, wo may 
at present limit ourarlvoB to tho analynifi nf ]'WHI-PW. Tluw aim- 
plifloil it is more cnay to fit-asp, especially now thnl tlin novelty and 
importance) of tho question oC ProScan urn nlt-mntinR HO much 
ntionlion. For tho public in becoming inslinnlivoly uHvo to 
its rail significance, as tho basis on whioli nil sound moral anil poli- 
tical teaching must houcnfovth vml. 

Taking, Uwn, this point nE view, wn may ny that tho ono groat 
object of life, personal and facial, in In Iwcmnn movo pnrftsot in 
every wny ; in our external condition fii'flt, but iilwri, ami mow 
ospcciftlly, in our own nature, Tho fiwt kind of Tivi^mfiH wn nlmro 
in common with tho hi^lioi-animnlw; all of wliitili iimko wmm olTorls 
to improvo ilioir mnlorial jioHition. It is of nunw Mi leant 
olcvnlcd stngo of pmgrcsft; 1ml being lUo WKieftl, it i tlw point from 
which wo slavt towarcli tho hi^hov slii^oa. A nation that has 
nmdo no efforts to improvo it-iclf materially, will Uko lint littlo 
interest in moral or montal iinprovonionl. 'i'hifl in tlm (inly ground 
on which enlightened men can fool much plciimmi in tbn nmtoi'ial 
proRros3 ol our own ttnios. It stirs up inllunnc.PH tlmt toiul to tho 
nobler kinds ol Progress ; inilinmcos winch wmild mnnl witli oven 
gvcatov opposition U\ai\ they do, wove not Urn IcwptalUwH pvosoutod 
to the conrsni 1 natures by matovial prosperity no irresioUM". Owing 
to tho montal and moral anarcliy in which wo livo, flyfltnmatio olforts 
to gain tho highor degrees of Progress aro as yot impoftriiblo; and 
this oxplnina, though it does not justify , tho exaggerated importance 
attributed nowadays to material improvements, ilint tho only kinds 
oHmpvovomont rcdUy elmviictovislio onivimainLy ftvo Uioau which 
concern our own. nature ; (uul ovcu hove wo live- not c|_uito (iloua ; foe 
several of tho highor animals show some Blight tendencies to 
improve themselves physically. 

Progress in the highor aonso includes improvements of thrco 
sorts ; that is to say, it may bo Physical, Intolleotnal, or Moral 
progress; tho difficulty of cnoh class being in proportion to its 
value rmd tho extent of ils spliovo. Physical pvogvraa, which acam 
might bo divided on tho satno nriuciplo, aooma uudor soiuo ot its 
aspects almost tho samo thing aa material. Hut regarded an n whole 
it is far moro important and far moro difficult ; its Inlluanco on tho 
well-being of Man is also much grantor. "Wo gain moro, for 
instance, by the smallest addition to length ol life, or by any 
incveaaed security for health, than by tho most elaborate improve- 
monts in our modes oE twvolllng by land or water, in which Urdu 
will probably always havo o. groat advantago over xia. However, 
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as I said before, physical progress is not exclusively confined to 
Man. Some of l-lio animals, for instnnco, advance as fac aa cleanli- 
nosa, which is tho first stop in the progressive scale. 

Intellectual and Moral progress, then, is tlio only hind really 
distinctive! of out- race. Individual ammnls somnUnies show it, 
but never whole species, except as a consequence of prolonged 
intervention on tlio part of Man. Between these two highest 
grades, as betwcon the two lower, wr> shall find a difference of 
vnhio, extent, and difficulty ; always supposing tho standard to bo 
tlio manner in which thoy nffect Man's well-being, collectively or 
individually. To .strengthen tlio intellectual powers, whether for 
art or for scionco, whether it bu the powers of observation ov those 
of intluction and (Induction, is, whon circumstances allow of their 
being made available for social purposes, of greater and moro 
extensive importance, than all physical, and, a fortiori than all 
material improvements. But wo Ituow from tlio fundamental 
principle laid down in tlio first chapter of this work, that moral 
progress has ovou moro to do with our well-being than intellectual 
progress. Tho morul faculties civo moro modifiable, nllhough the 
effort required to modify them is greater. If tho benevolence or 
courage of tho human vaco were increased, it would bring more veal 
happiness thmi any addition to our intellectual powers. Therefore, 
to tho question, What is the true object of human lifo, whether 
looked at collectively ov individually? tho simplest and most 
precise answer would bo, tho perfection of our moral nature ; since 
it has a more immediate, and certain inUucueo on GUV well-being 
than perfection of any other Jdnd. All tho other kinds are 
necessary, if for no other reason than to prepare the way for this; 
but from tho very fact of this connection, it may bo regarded as 
their representative'; since it involves them all implicitly and 
stimulates them to increased activity. Keeping then to tho ques- 
tion of moral perfection, wo find two qualities standing above tho 
rest in practical importance, nivmely, Sympathy and Energy. 
Both theso qualities are included in tho word Heart, which in all 
European languages has a different moaning for tho two sexes. ' 
Both will be- dovylopcd by Positivism, mom directly, movo continu- 
ously, and with greater result, than under any former system. 
The whole tendency of Positivism is to encourage sympathy ; since 
it subordinates every thought, desire, and action to social feeling. 
Energy is tilao presupposed, and at tho same time fostered, by the 
system. For it removes a heavy weight of superstition, it reveals 
tho true dignity of man, and it supplies an unceasing motive for 
individual and collective action, Tho very acceptance of Po"sitivi8m 
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demands some vigour of character; it implies Iho braving of 
spiritual terrors, which wore once enough to mtimiduto Iho firmest 

W! prorc8s, then, may bo regarded under four succwaivo aspects : 
Matorfal Physical, Intollcctim], and Moral. .Kach of llioso might 
fl ain ho divided on tho same principle, ami wo should Ihon dwcovw 
several intermediate phases. Theso cunnot bo investigated hero; 
and I Imvo only fco noto that the philosophical principle ol this 
analysis is precisely tlio same as that on which I Imvo bused Iho 
Classification of tho Sciences. In both cases tho order followed is 
that of increasing KonoraUty ami complexity iu tho phenomena. 
Tho only difTorouco is in tho mode in which tho two arrangements 
are developed. Tor scientific purposes tho lowov portion of tho 
scalo has to bo expanded into greater doUil ; wliilo from tho social 
point of view attention ia concunlrutcd on tho liighor parts. .But 
whcUuii U ho tho soulo of tho True or that of tlio Good, tho con- 
clusion is tho sniuo in both. Both alike indicate Iho nupromnoy of 
social considerations ; both point to universal Luvo ae Lho highoet 

I liavo now explained Iho principal piirpo.no ot Vosilivo Plnlo- 
Bophy, namely, spiiitual worgnnitoition ; and I have nhown how 
that purpose is involved in tho Positivist motto, Order and 
Progccss. Positivism, then, realizes tho highest aspirations of 
mcditoval Cutholioism, and at Uio aamo tiino fullils tho conditiona, 
tho absonco of -which emiacd tho frtiKivo of Uw Couvuiitum. It 
combines tho opposite merits of tho Catholic and tho ^Revolutionary 
spirit, and by so doing supersedes them both. 'J'hoolofjy and 
Metaphysics may now disappear without diiugor, bociuiso tho 
aorvico which each of thorn rendered is now Imi-iuoiUBtid with that 
of tho otlior, ond will ho performed more porfootly. Tho principle 
on which this result depends ia tho separation of flpmLual from 
temporal power. Tlwa, it will be rownnbovod, had ulwaya beou tho 
chief subject of contention between the two antagonistic parties.^ 

Application ^ have spoken ol tho moral and montnl roovgimization 
of or prinoi- of 'Western ICui'opo as clmractorixiiig tlio second phase 
Sm&^An of tho Rovohition. Lot us now soo what aro its 
govornmcnt ro laUon8 with tho nrosont state of politics. Of coiii-so 

niUBL tor Uio ,. , , , e 11 -.- -ii i i ,,.,1 

pruacntboiiro- the development of Positivism will not bo inucli 
visional affected by the rettogmdc tondoucioa ol Uw day, 
whether theological or motapliysicftl. Still tho general course of 
events will exorcise an induonco upon it, of which it is iinpoi'Umt 
to take account. So too, although tho now doctrine cannot at 
present do much to modify its surround ings, there avo yet certain 
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points in which action may bo taken tit once, Tu tho fourth 
vohnno of this Irailiw) tlin question of a transitional policy will ho 
carefully conmilorul, with Urn viow of facilitating tho advent of 
the normal wlulu which nocial soioiifio indicates in a more disliuit 
fuUtro. 1 cannot complete this chapter without some notice of this 
provisional policy, which imist bit carried on until 1'ositivism 1ms 
inado ita wny lo gouml ixeaiphvnce. 

Tho \iriiiciinil fwiUiio of this policy is thai it is tumpomvy. To 
sot up any permanent innlituliim in a society winch hns no fixed 
opinions or priiidiplcs of Jifo, would bo liopnlepg. Until tho most 
inipurlnnf' iiui;sUona nvo thorouglily suttlud, both in principlo nnd 
])ntcticc', Llio only NICIIHIIVCH ol tbo least ulilily nra Ihosb which 
1'aoililnto Um j>vow i S3 of voc.oiiBU-miUon. Monsxivos ni\opVwi with a 
view Lo ]K)ViHtiumic.o must cud, tin \vo have soon them and ao often, 
in disappoiiiliiinnli and failure.', howovor onUiusmflticiilly they may 
liavo btiiiii nici'ivi'd a I/ firnt. 

Tnovitidjlo n this cniiHoqucnco of our rovolutionnry position ia, 
it Ima novur bcon uudnvslooil, oxcopt by tho groat Icndnrs ot tho 
republican movoinont in 171)11. 01 tho various govcvnmonU that 
wu havo hud d\u-ii\K (.ho II\H(, L\vo (ouc-vfttiyns, nil, csftopl Uw Con- 
vouLion, lnu'o fallon into Lho vain duliiHion of aUnnnl/ing to found 
poi'inanunt iiiHULutionn, without waiting (or any intollnctiml ov 
moral bum's. And tliorofum it ifj Lliat nonci but tho Convention 
has loft nny tltnp tnicoa in IIIOII'M Lhmighta or fcoHngs. All its 
principal nioamiios, oven thnsn which coiiucnicil tho i'nUiro inoro 
tlmn tlm pvusout, wfu jwowui\ly )ivovisvw\i\l j tuul tho eonaequcnco 
\vt\a that Lliuy haviuouiwd wiill with tho \icouliur ciicuinslancca of 
Llio tiino. Tho truo pliiloanphor will alwixyw look with roapcotful 
atbniiatinn on thono nion, who not only had no rational theory to 
guiJo tluuii, but woro onoiunbovod with fulso inolaphysical notions j 
and who yob noLwiLlmlandiiig proved thoms)olvu tho only veal 
Blatcsmou that Wiiatum Knvopo can boust of siimo tho Umo oi 
^i-cdcvick Uio CtrauL. .Cudcd Lho wisdom of their policy would ho 
nhnosl nnnccountahli), only that tho vory ciroiuitalfincos which 
oallod for it HO urgently, woro to nemo oxtont cnkulatod to suggest 
it. Tho fll-ulo ol 1 UtiiigH was aucli an to make it impossible to sottlo 
tho govovnntuiit on any ]n)rniancnt baaia. Again, amidst all tho 
wild oxtravngiiuco of tlio prhiciulus in vogxio, tho noccsfiity of ix 
ftU'ong govovnmcut to maist foreign iuvflBiou couuluvactcd many of 
thoiv womt ofluuta. On tho removal of this anlulnry prossuro, tho 
Convention fell into tho common error, though to a loss oxtont limn 
tho Comtituont Assembly. It eot up a coiinliLiilioii framed 
ttcoorcliug to sojuo aUlcnob modol, wliich was supposed to bo fluid, 
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but which did not last BO long as tho period originally proposed for 
its own provisional labours. It is on this first period o! its govern- 
ment that its fa mo rests. 

The plan originally proposed wtw that tlio government of tho 
Convention should last till tho end nf tho war. If thin plan could 
Imvn been carried out, it would probably have- been extended sUU 
further, as tho impossibility of oHtabliKhing any pm-mancnt nystpin 
wonltV have boon generally recoguiflud. Tho only avowed motive, 
for making tlio government provisional was of courso tho urgent 
necessity of national dnfoncc. Jiut beneath llito lomuorovy motive, 
which for tho time superseded every other consiiUimlion, thoro was 
another and a ilcepov motive- fov it, which could w(. have boon 
luidci-stood without soundor historical principles than wur at that 
time possible. Tlmt motive was tho ulloi'ly jit^ativo character of 
tlio malaphysical doctrinos ihon aecoptod, innl Urn consequent 
ab3enco oi' any intolluctual ov moral basis fov political vuamsLvuc- 
tion. This of course was not ruco^niacd, but it wan really tho 
principal reason why the establishment of any dufimto system of 
govei'iimont was delayed. Had tho war boon 1 trough I to an end, 
clearer views of tho unbjccl would no doubt huvo bcim formed ; 
indeed thoy had hcou fovtuod already iu tho opposite camp, by mou 
of tho Nco-cfttholic sohool, who woro not abnorhod by tho urgent 
question of defending tho Kopublio. AYhat blindml mon to tho 
truth was the fundamental yet inevitable error of tuippomng tlio 
critical doctrines of tho pwicaliug gouocaUou appliaihlo to \nu-pose8 
of construction. They were undeceived at hint by tlio utter 
anarchy which tho triumph of those principles occasioned ; and tho 
next generation occupied ilsoH wilh Lho connlor-rovoluLioimry 
movement, in. which similar aLtcmpLs at !imiU(,y worn mada by tho 
various reactionist parties. For thoso parties wore quite as desti- 
tute as their opponents of any principles euilcd to the tank of 
reconstruction ; and Lhoy had to fall bauk U])on tho old system as 
tho only vecoguw.cd basis on which public Order could by main- 
tained. 

And in this respect tho situation is still unchanged. 
? fc 8t 'H I ' ot(lins its revolutionary oharaotor ; and any 
BU-wctton iro- immodiatu aUompt to roovgani'/o political admimBlva- 
p tion would only bo tlio signal foe fresh attempts at 

reaction, attempts which now can have no other result than 
anarchy. It is true that Positivism has just supplied us with a 
philosophical basis fov political reconstruction. ]lut ita principles 
are atill so now and undeveloped, and besides ar.o understood by so 
fuw, that thoy cannot exorcise much influence at present on political 



is, its possibility is id Insfc as certain us its m#oncy. "When 
sufficient, in'o^vt'HH liurt V.i'ii nimU\ with it, il will ctwsu a gmchml 
vc^mcmitidU of political institutions. .But nuy uttrmpl to modify 
tliu'.Hii Ion rapidly would only result in fivslt (.linturlmnccs. Such, 
distil rbanri'H, if, in true, will never bo ns dangerous as they woro 
formerly, bei-misi) Mio anarnby of opinion is so profound that it is 
fur inori! difficult for men to iijjrco in uny fixed principles of action. 
Tliu nlmnlnlr doctrine* of tlifi last cmilury wliich inspired such 
intonsis uuiiviclinn, 1:1111 novuv rc^nin Lhoir sLroiij;Ui, Itijcnuso, \vlicn 
brongliL to UIH uvuc.inl lest, of oxpnvicnco ns woll us of discussion, 
thoiv Hsp.li'.(*6i i H foi- c.(niHLi i iu;livo imi'iKiswi and Uioiv mibvovsivo 
tcmlouc.y Imcjiuu! ovideiil, in nvory ono. Thoy havo boon wonkoiied, 
too, liy Umologir;il (!oin:c.4rtio]iH Avhicli tlioir mipporlm-fl, in order to 
curry on tin) j, f m'uriiini'iil ill nil, wore nblige.il to mnko. Conso- 
OjUmitly lliii policy with ivliiuli limy nro nt ]>rr,aont nonncctod is ono 
whicl) tiscillnti'H l)(!l,\v(:cii umc.tioii mid inmrcby, or ratlior wliich is 
at onco despulio ami dt-Ktrurlivn, from tbo nocof-sily of controlling 
n BOcinLy \vliic.\i litm lii:rumn fihiumi as wlvcrno tn motaphyBicnl fis to 
vultf. In Urn uUw nbHcncn, Uiun, of j\i\y gonoval con- 
tlm wn'Kl. rnfiuB n[ \xiHUe.al c.ouuuotiai\ avo not to bo 
fuarcd, licciuiHo it \vm\\i\ bo iinnoaaiblo to rouso nion's passions 
Biifficinntly. ]Jul, utiwint! I'llnrla to ml up a normnnont flyslom of 
govarnnu'iit would (wen now lond, in covlnin cnsos, to lamentable 
disoi'der, mid would itl, nil (svmiLH b utterly nucleus. Quiet nt homo 
dopondfl HUM*, likn ju-itcti nbi-oud, Hiniply on tlio abaonco of clifllurb- 
ing forcoH ; IIHHJHL inmtmro Iwihia, mnco il ia itsolf ti flymptom of 
llio exti'iit io wliii-h tlin iliain^iuii/inR inovnmont lina pvocoodetl. 
This sinyuliu 1 c.oudili<\ UIUR!, uc.cc.Kwivily cmilimio until tlio inter- 
ri.'ffiutin wliMi ut \iri'Nout oxwU in tbo moral and intollo.climl region 
comcfl to an oiid. As loii^ OH tboro is such ftn utter wimt of 
Jmrmony in fuelling im wolf us in opinion, ihoro can bo no rent 
soourily nf, r (iiiifiL WHV ov iiitonml dinovdor. Tho oxisting equilibrium 
1ms arifton so BponlnnoouRly Unit it is no doubt loss unstable Umn is 
generally mtppoHcd. Still il is suffloionlly pvocarioue to oxcito 
continual piinieB, liotli al Koine niul abtoiul, which ftro not only 
vovy ivvilflLiiifi, 1ml, oflon oxovoiflo i\ wonl injvivioua inlluonco over 
our policy. Now uttouniU at immcidiato raconaU-uctioii of political 
institutiuiie, instead of improving this etnlo of tilings, mnko it 
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vory much worso, by giving factitious life to the old doctrines, 
which, being thoroughly worn out, ought to bo loft to tho natural 
process of decay. Tho inevitable result of restoring Ilium to official 
authority will bo to deter tho public, and. ovon th thinking portion 
of it, from that freo exorcise of tlio montul \w\ww by which, and 
by which only, wo may hopo to arrive without disturbance (it fixed 
principles of action. 

Tho cessation of war therefore justifies no change in ropublicnu 
policy. As long as tho spiritual iutorrognum hints, it muni retain 
its provisional ohm-actor. Indeed this clmmulnv ought Lo bo more 
strongly impressed upon it than over. l ; or no olio now hnw any 
real boliof in tho organic value of tho received metaphysical doc- 
trines. Thoy would never have boon revived but fur tho need of 
having some sort of political formula to work with, in default of 
any real social convictions. lint tho revival is only apparent, and 
it contrasts most strikingly with tho utter alwiicu of synlunmtic 
principles in most active minds. There in no mil danger of 
repeating tho error of tho first revolutionists nnd of attempting to 
construct with negative doctrines. "VVo have only to cutim'dor tho 
vast dovolopmont of industry, of oalhotic oulturn, and of Hcjiontiilo 
study, to froo oursolvoa from all nnxioty <m Lliw ht'iid. Hnch 
things are incompatible with any regard for thu nmlaphymcnl 
teaching of ideologists or psychologists. Nor is th^ru much to fear 
in tho natural enthusiasm which is carrying UH back to Uie lust 
days of tho Kovolution. It will oidy revive tho old republican 
spirit, and make us iorgot tho long period ol relrogi'iswwm and 
stagnation which have elapsed since the Jlrst groat outbreak; lor 
this is tho point on which tho attention of! piwlorily will bo Jiimlly 
coneontratod. But while satisfying those vory legitimato fooling!), 
tho people will soon find Utal the only nspocl ol tlii great ciiaia 
which wo have to imitate is the wiso iimight of tho Convention 
diirhig th'i first pait of its administration, in pura-iving Unit ivs 
policy could only bo provisional, and that doUnitu njiionslructiou 
must bo rosurvod for boUer limos. AVo may fnivly liopo that 
the noxt formal attempt to sot ii]) a constitution according to Homo 
abakact Uloal, will convince tho tfi'onch nation, and xilUmntoly tho 
whole West, of tho utter futility of such schema. JJesidofl, tho 
fvco disewssvoii \vl\kh lifts now become habitual U> us, and Vhu 
temper of tho people, which is as sceptical of political entities us 
of Christian myeLovics, wowkl uwko any such nltomplH cxU-oiuoly 
difficult. Never was there a time so unfavourable; to doctrines 
admitting of no real dumouslvation : domonaUation l)uiy now U\o 
only possible basis of permanent belief. Supposing then a now 
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consLilulion io lio Hot on font, and llm usual time lo bo spent in tlie 
process of elaborating it, public opinion will very possibly discard 
it before it in completed; not Allowing it ovon'tlio nhort avcrago 
duration of former constitutions. Any attempt to check free dis- 
cussion on Iho huhjeul would defrat Us own object; since frco 
discussion is tho imUivnl eoimriqumicr! ol our intellectual and social 
position. 

Tho snmo conditions wbinh niipiirp our policy to ho ,, 
proviflionnl while llm spiritual inlm-rcgmim Insts, point what la^L^ 
dleo lo tin) mode in which this provisional policy {j '[ '^jf^ 
should bo nuvieil (t\it.. Had Urn i-ftvolntioiinvy govovn- iicHjMiispcoch 
montof thi) Convention cmithiuotl till Iho owl of the Iuul d1fee " B8l " n 
war, it would prnbiiMy havo bomi prolonged up to tlio prosmit 
tiino. ]lut in onn inont iniporlnnt nsppccfc a inodificntion would 
havo been iicccuMdry. iDnriiiK llm fitingglo for imlojiondonco what 
wns wmitcil wna iv viHWimfl lUctntnvHlnp, combining spiritiifil wiUi 
toinporal })O\VC)-H: a diclutorHlii]) ovon Htrongor tlmn the old mon- 
nrchy, and only difitiiiRHiHimd from dcspoUsin by ils ardour in the 
cause of pro^rcse. Without cmnplolo cancnntralioii of political 
power, the* rtipnblin couhl uovor hnvo IIOIMI saved. .Hut with praco 
tho iwc.cpftity for n\\uli ('.oin-.^nVvfttitm WI\H nl an owl. Tlio only 
fnolivo for utill wmlimiinK tlio proviHional KyHtem was tbo absence 
of sooiiil c.iinvielioiiH. Hut tliis M'onld also l>o a inotivo for giving 
porfoct liberty of wpci'di and diflciinion, which till thon hnd boon 
impossible or dan^i'miia .Kur liberty wan a nucoHsary condition 
for olabnvftUnH nud tU(Vviiug \\ wvt ayfllwu of \inivcvaivl pviueiploa, 
as the only mirn IwniH for tlio fiHum rogonoration of wociety. 

Thin hyimtlietical view of diimgus which might havo taken 
placo in the Convcntitmal govonmiont, may bo applied to the 
existing condition of ii!liiirn. It i Iho policy best adapted for tlio 
rcpublicim Rtwcvinnwvt whinH in i\o\v nvimug in all tlio security of a 
sotllcd i>r,nco, and ytit amidat Iho most mtiro anarchy of opinion. 
The euccoaaore of tb Convontion, nion unwoi-lhy of thoir task, 
degraded Iho progradHivc dictaloi'Hliip ontrualod to thorn by tho 
circtmiHtancoa of tlio time into u retrograde tyiaimy. During tho 
roign of CUnvlcB X., wluc.li WIIB Urn last phneo of Iho voRctton, Uio 
conlral powoi- was thortniglily undnrminod by tho legal opposition 
of the parliamentary or local powov. Tho central government still 
refused to rocognixo any limilH to ils authority; 1ml the growth of 
free thought nmdo itH clniins lo H]iirilual jurisdiction moro and moro 
unUimblo, leaving il, inuvuly Uui txinqioral authority requisite for 
public oidor. During tho neutral period which followed tho 
dountor-rovoluUon, tho diolntorahip wan not merely restricted te its 
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proper functions, but was legally destroyed j limb is Lho local 
]iowci- as represented by ptxvliammit look tho plnm of l.lm contra! 
yiowor. AH pro ton Lions to spiritual infliumco worn abandoned by 
both; their thoughts being snlllnionlly occupied with tho mainten- 
ance of nmtorinl order. Tho intellectual aimrchy ol Llm linn; mnilo 
this tusk difficult enough ; but Ihoy u^vavivtM tlm (IHUtmUy by 
unprincipled attempts to establish thmr government on Lho basis of 
puvo .self-in lorost, irrospcctivoly of all nmnil considerations. Tlio 
restoration of tbo republic and Lho progressive spirit aroused by it 
lias no doubt given to both kgwUUvo mitl usicciiUvu a liwgo 
iiicroaso of power: to an extent indruil wliic.h a fuw years back 
would bavo caused violent imlipaLhy. JHiL it would bo a giim'tms 
eft-or for oitlior of them to ntlompl to iniilalii llm dictatorial stylo 
o tlio Conventional govcvuincnt. l!"iiBviccv.rtsful in uuy ln\\i BCIISO 
as the attempt would be, it might occasion vury fujrinua diHturbtiucufl, 
winch Jiko Lho obsolete nioLapbyHical ]irim:i|iIt;H in which they 
originalo, woidd bo equally dangerous to Order and Lo Progrosa. 

\Vo BCC, thon, that iu Uw lotal tibi(iico of any !ixl \iviuci\ilo8 
ou which men can unite, tlio policy rcnuircd in 0110 which shall ho 
purely provisional, and limited almiM ontiruly to the. iiniintoiuinco 
ol maloiial order. K ovdor bo proaorvud, tbo ulUiatum IH in all 
othor respects most favourable to the \vavk of luuuUil and mowil 
regonoration which will propuru Lho way for tlio aociuty of tlio 
fuLuro. The ostaljlisbmont of a republic in I'Ynnco dinprovoa Lho 
falso claims sot \ip by official writers in bebaU of coiwULutional 
government, aa if iL was tho final iaauo of tho Rovolutiou. Koau- 
tiino thcro is nothing irrevocable in tbo republic itself, oxccpt tbo 
moral principle involved in it, tho absolute and permanent in'ciion- 
domnco of Social Reeling ; in otbov worda, Ibo concuuiralion of all 
tho powers of Man upon tho common welfare. This la tho, only 
maxim of Lho day which wo can accept aa final. It needs no 
formal sanction, because it is merely the expression of feelings 
generally avowed, all projwlicoa against it having boon imliroly uwopt 
away. ]Jut with tho doctrines and tho institutioiif) resulting from 
thorn, through which this dominion of social fooling in Lo bocomo 
an organized reality, tho republic has no direct connection; it 
would ho compatible with many dilVmoiit solutions of tbo problem. 
Politically, the only irrevocable point is Lho abolition of monarchy, 
which for a long Lime has been in Franco and to a less oxlonb 
throughout the West, tho symbol of retrogression. 

That spirit oE devotion to tho public wollavo, which is tho 
uoblost feature of republicanism, is strongly opposed to any im- 
mediate attompts at political finality, as being incompatible with 
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conscientious ondwivoiirfl to find a real solution of social problems. 
jrov beftmi Uiu practical solution can bo hoped foi 1 , a ftyftl.cwn.Uft 
baais fur it must exist: anil lliia wo can hardly expect to fnul in 
tho TonuianU tatl to u of Lho old eviiwH All that Llio true philo- 
fioplmr il(!flii-<:n in "imply that llio qitCHlion of moral and intellectual 
rcorRiniizuliuii shall bo left lo llio iinroslricliid clloiia of thinkers of 
wlwtovcr school. And in advocating thi cause, lio will plead tlio 
interests of tlm republic, for tlio aafoty of wliich it is of tho utmost 
inipovLt\uc Unit no Rjmcidl ftsl of ^viuciylcH filjtniUl lie placed umlcv 
olllcml initroiiii^o. IttipuMiuaiuHiti, lliwi, will do fni- moro to 
])rolcftl fi'oo llion^it, and rrsist ]iolitic.al oncroaolnnniit, limn was 
done during 1-1 10 OrlcaniMt t-ovuinmont by llio iT.lrufjrado instincts 
of CfitholiuiHiii. (Jalluli ri'si-slancio to pnlititifil rc-oonstructions was 
nlrong, but Ijliinl : iln plaon will now bo nmro than supplied by wiao 
indiffuronon on thu pmL of tho public, which has learn I by expert- 
on co U if; iniwiitiblo fuiluvn of UICHU incohuvonl attompla to rctvliso 
mctnpJiyfiital 'Utopian. The only daiiKur of Iho position is lest it 
divert Uui public, iivi-n Ino Jimru rollnclivc jiortion ot it, from deep 
and cojitiiiutniH llioii^'Ut, to pwclica) uxperiinpiilfl bused on aupor- 
liciil nnd buRty coimidoratiotiH. It must bo owimd that tlio temper 
ot iiiiud \vluuli now pmvuili woidd Imvn boon moat nnfuvoumhlo 
for tlio oi'iMinnl elaboration of I't^itivinm. That work, however, 
hail (ili'Oiuly bi-nn ftci;irtnpliHln*il mi i tar th CuiisLiLulioiwl BystMw ; 
Tvliicli, wbilcj not no rcHtriclivo as the ptrccdiiitf govorninont, was 
yet fliillicii'iitly HO to ['oncciitraLu ouv inlullcutiml powers, which of 
IhoniHolvoB would liavn liean too fuoblo, upon the task. The 
original conception hail imleotl \WM\ formed during tho preceding 
i-oign ; bi\t ili dtivulupuu'iit uiul diftimiaii took place uiulcv the- 
parliamcntiiry fiyKlcm. Po-sitivism now oflora itself for practical 
applicftlion Lu lht inii'Htiou ol nucinl pn^rus?, winch bfis beeumo 
again tho pruininont o,ut'nlion, and will ovur romain so. Un- 
favourablo an flio pniHcnt polilical UnipRi 1 would liavo boon to tlio 
riso of Positivimn, it ia not at all HO to ils diffusion; ahvayn sup- 
posing il Leachwd to bo nion uf milliciont dignity to avoid tlio 
anitt'O of poUUwiI niulMliuu iU) \v\\w\\ tlunkota uva now P.O upl lo 
{(ill. .lly explaining, an it alono can explain, tho futility and 
danger at tho various Utopian Kcliemos which are now competing 
with oaeli othur for tho ri-orgaiii/alion of fioc.icly, J l o.-iitivisin will 
soon bo ablo to divert public- attention from thcso political 
cliimQtaa, to tho qiicntion of a total reformation of principles and of 
life. 
Ropnblicnmttn, Uicn, will olUn no olwU\clo lo tlio 
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whic]l wo mn y rORll V 1 ifl flft tho 
tho so- commencement of tho normal state. It will gradually 

load to iho recognition of the, f \\mlmntjnU\l pvinulpln 
t j |(lt spiritual power must bo wholly iiulnjiondoiit of 
every kind of temporal powor, whether central or local. It is not 
merely that statesmen will aoon liavo to confer their innbilily to 
decide on Iho merits of a dootvino which suppose an amount of 
deep scientific knowledge from winch thoy must noc.i^fmvily bo 
precluded. liosidcs this, tho dialui'bancu earned by tho ambition 
of motnphysic.nl schemers, who are inciipnbln of undnraLamUng tho 
times in whioh they livo, will jnduco tho public' to withdraw tlioir 
confidence from such men, and givo it only to thoso who arc 
content to abandon Ml political prospects, mul to tVivoto Ihom- 
solvos to thoii' proper function ns philonophorf. TlniR Republi- 
canism is, on tho wholo, favourablo to this Kroat princijilo ol 
Positivism, tho suparation of temporal from Hpiritniil power, 
notwithstanding tho temptations oflorcd to men who wish to carry 
thbit tlioorios into hnmoilinto upplicntion. Tlio pvinuiplo ficoniK, no 
doubt, in opposition to all our revolutionary pivjndic.cs. ]lut tho 
public, as well as tho government, will bo brought to it by 
experience. They will find it the only moans of wiving society 
from tho consequences of metaphysical Ulopins, by which Order 
rind Progress five- alike threatened. Tlrinkeva too, tlwo of thorn at 
lenst who are sincere, will ccaso lo regard it with finch blind anti- 
pathy, wlion they see tlmt wliilo it condciniifj tlioir ii9i>i rations to 
political influonco, it opens out lo them a noblo and most oxloiiaivo 
sphero of moral influonco. Indopondontly of fiotiinl ooneidonitions, 
it is th& only way in which Iho pUUosophw can niivinttxin tho 
dignity to wliicli his position entitles him, and which id at present 
so oiton compromised by Iho very euccoss of bis political iimbitlon. 
The political attitude which ought for tho present to 
isso. ^"^ bo Qsanmcd is so clcnrly indicaUd by all tho olroum- 

dwn- * >Mic stanccs of ^ lu ^ m ) t ' lftt pvoctlcal Instinct Ime in this 
respect anticipated theory. Tho right viow is well 
expressed in tKo motto, Lilwrty and Public Onlar, whioh was 
adopted spontaneously by tho middle olnsa at tho commencement 
of tho neutral period in 1830. It is not known who wns tho 
author of it; but it is certainly far too progressive to bo coimldorod 
as representing the feelings of tho monarchy. It is not of course 
tho expression o any systematic convictionn ; but no metaphysical 
school could have pointed out so clearly tho two principal condi- 
tions required by tho situation. Positivism white accepting it as 
an inspiration of popular wisdom, makes ifc mow compl^o by 
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adding two points which should have been contained in it nt first, 
only that they wove Loo much opposed to existing prejudices to 
have been sciiKitioncd by public opinion. Both parts of the motto 
rcquiro Bouio expansion. Liberty ought to include perfect freedom 
of teaching; Public Order should involve tlio preponderance of the 
central power over tlio local. I Biibjoin a few brief remarks on 
those two points, which will bo considered more hilly in the fourth 
volume of this treatise. 
Positivism is now tho only consistent advocate of 

i ii- n i i - 

frco speech and froo enquiry, Schools of opinion 

whiob do not rest on demonstration, and would come- . 

.quonLly bo shaken by nny nrgumontativo attacks, can 

nevfir bo flincoro in thoir wish for Liberty, in tlio extended sense 

here given to it, LiUnvty ol writing wo have now had fov a long 

tlino. ](ut besides tins wo want liberty of speech; and also 

liberty of teaching; that is to say, the abandonment by the State 

of all its educational monopolies. Freedom of teaching, of which 

PositivJsts are tlio only genuine supporters, lias become a condition 

of the first importance; mid this not merely as a provisional 

measure, but as an indication of the normal state of thing*). In 

the first piano, it is the only moans by which any doctrine that lias 

.the power of fixing and harmonising men's convictions can become 

generally known. To legalise any system of education would 

imply that such a doctrine had been already found; it most 

.assuredly is not tlio way to find it. But again, freedom of teach- 

ing is a atop Vowawla the normal stato ; it amounts to an Admission 

that the problem of education is one which temporal authorities 

are incompetent to solve. Positivists would bo the last to deny 

that education ought to ho regularly organi/cd. Only they assort, 

.first, that as long as tho spirinial interregnum lasts, no organiza- 

tion is possible; and secondly, that whenever tbo acceptance of a 

aiow synthesis makes it possible, it will ho effected by tho spiritual 

power to which that synthesis gives rise. In tho meantime no 

general system of State education should be attempted. Tt will bo 

well, however, to continue State assistance to those branches of 

instruction which are tho most liahlo to bo neglected by private 

enterprise, especially reading and writing. Moreover, there arc 

c&vtam institutions oitliov established, or vevived by the Convention. 

for higher training in special subjects ; those ought to bo carefully 

preserved, and brought up to tho present state of our knowledge, 

lor they contain tho germs of principles which will be most valu- 

able when tho problem of reorganizing general education comes 

before ns. But all tho institutions abolished hy the Convention 
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Government sliouiu no uouut oxoruiso cumumt 
private educational institutions ; but this should have- nothing Lo 
do with tlwir doclrinos, but with thoir morality, a point scan- 
dalously neglected in tlio present state of Iho law. Tlioeo should 
lo tho limits of state interference in education. \Vith those excep- 
tions it should ho lofl to tho unrestricted ofibits of private 
associations, so ns to givo every opportunity for a clolimtivo 
educational system to establish itself. I'ur to protend that finy 
satisfactory system exists at present would only ho u hypocritical 
subterfuge on tho part of tho authorities. Tho most important 
step towards freedom of education would bo Iho suppimsion of all 
giants to theological or metaphysical societies, leaving uach nmn 
free to support tho religion and tho system of iimtraetioii which ho 
prefers. This, however, should bo cnvricil out in u jxist und liberal 
spirit worthy of tho cause, and without Iho loast ttunt of piirsoiml 
dislike or party fooling. Full indemnity should his ^ivuit to 
mombors o Churches ov Univoreities, upon whuin thiwi cliinigts 
would come unexpectedly. By acting in this spirit it will ];o fur 
loss difficult to carry out measures which are obviously indicated 
hy tho position in which wo slaml. Ao thovo is nuw no doutiino 
which commands general assent, it would bo an net of retrogression 
to givo legal sanction to any of tho old eruuds, wlititovor their 
former claim to spiritual ascendancy. It ie i|\iito in aiiiiotdftiico 
with the republican spirit to rofuso such sanction, notwitlmtanding 
tho tendency that there is lo allow ideologists to succeed to tho 
Academic oificos holil imdov Iho CDiiatiUitionfil yatum \>y psycho- 
logists. 

Order de- ^ u * > Positivism will htxvo as boiiofictnl mi iiifluonco 
mada con- on iiwbUt; Qttlov us on Ijiljerty. It hulilH, in oxsict on- 

tralltaHoii. :,. , T ,. i- i , ,i , i 

position to revolutionary projudicuw, that tho central 
power should preponderate over tlio local. Tho constitutionalist 
principle of Bopavivting tho legislative fvoiu tho usoouUvo w only nu 
empirical imitation of the larger principle of sojiarating temporal 
and spiritual power, which was adopted hi tlio Middle Agos. 
There will always bo a coulyst lov politic*! BUprcmucy bdtwoou tlio 
contra! and local authorities ; and it is an error into whioli, from 
various causes, wo have fallen recently, to attempt to balance thorn 
against each other. The whole tendency of IfroncU history \m 
boon to let tho central power preponderate, until it dogonortitod 



that It is moro practical anil IL-.HH Hkuly to auUip any claims to 
spiritual influunco. Thin lu:it ftuitum in of Iho highest importance, 
ami is liltnly In lnju>mu iwwy iluy im>vr> marked. Y^horcas Uio 
local or K'tfiHliitivo puwtsr, nnl Imviiig HH functions clearly defined, 
is very apt to iutovlWu in thcoiotind questions without lining in 
imy HO nan inwliliud fordoing Hit. J.t.4 prone mdomiH'.o would, than, 
in most ciiHi-H ho injm-imiH to inleHuctual freedom, wlm-h, as it fools 
instinctively, will ullinmti-ly result in Uio riso ol it ppiritual 
autlioiity dcHtini'il to HUpcwiilo il own. On tlio stionglli of those 
toiulcncicH, which liavu novcr Iwfom boon explained, Posilivists 
have liUlo htiHiUtiou in Hiding in ulmoBt all cases \viLli Uio coutval 
(is ngaimt tlm lounl ptiWfii-. J.'lu'IoHoplHirs, whom no ono can nccnao 
ot roaiiUoninl fir Hcrviln VUWH, wlio Imvn givon up all political 
pi'ospuoln, and who urn duvoLin^ jJiioiiKclvcs wliolly Lo the work of 
aph'ilmil rnni^anixution, \\w\\ not, i afvaiil to Inko lliia course; 
and they miglil Ut tixi-i-L lUoumnlvdri vi^nrously in making the 
coiitml powur propundui'iuit, limiting tlm fnnctions of the local 
powor to wlial IH Hlriolly iiiiViMpuUHiOtlo. Aiul, uotwUlialfiiuling all 
ftpnonranci'H to tho imntmi-y, ropuhliciuiiHin will hoi]) to modify the 
revolutionary IWIhifj mi tliin point. It romovoa tho distrust of 
authority wvviMul uiiUimlly by Uw rotvo^imlo Rpiiit of tho old 
monarchy; and it nudci-K it easier lo roprop-H any further tondoncios 
of tlio fiamo kind, without nuceRnilftling an onliro chtingo in Lho 
ohamctov of our policy for tho srilco of providing against a contin- 
gonoy, of wliich tlmro in now HO littlo four. As soon as tho central 
powov him yivou n\\(l!cinut \\vwi of iln pvu^vcttsivo inlonUous, them 
will bo no unwillin^ncHH on tho part of tho 'French jmblic to 
restrict tho powmvi of iho lo^iMlativo body, whothor by reducing it 
to ono-tln'ixl of ita prnmnit luinibni'H, which aro so far too large, or 
ovon by limiting it.s funotioiiH to tlio annual voto of tho supplies. 
Buving lh lowt phiwu <v tli conntCM-ovolulion, and tho long 
poriod of pfirliainwitary gnvnrinnont which followed, a state of 
tooling liaa orison on tliiw Hubjoct, wlncli is quite exceptional, and 
winch Bound philosophioiil teaching, and wise action on Iho part of 
government, will eawily modify. It is inoonnislont with tho wliolo 
of .Vvoiuili InuVovy j txnd only Icudn ua into tho mistake of 
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Such, then, is Iho way in -whirl* 1'iwilivinm would 

cofmectTon of interpret thcso two primary t'onditimtH of nnr ]>iiont 

wborty with policy, Liberty and Public Onlor. Hut bowidi'H this, it 

" lcr ' explains and cnnlirms tho connocliim which nxiatg 

between them. It teaches, in tho first plnco, that tnm liborty is 

iin possible at present without tho vigorous control of a central 

power, progressive in tho true Bcnso of tlio word, wisn enough to 

abdicate nil spiritual iiitlueucc, and kcup to iU own practical 

functions. Such a powor is needed in order to check tho despotic 

spirit Df U\o various doctrines now in vogiio. An i\U of Uumi avo 

more or less inconsistent with tho principle- of Reparation of powers, 

they would all bo willing to employ forcible means of securing 

uniformity of opinion. .Ucsides, tho anarchy which in ciumed by 

our spiritutd interregnum, might, but for a strong govornmcnt, very 

probably interfere- with tho philosophical freedom which wo now 

enjoy. Conversely, unless Liberty in tho nonno hero Hpokon of bo 

granted, it will bo impossible for tho central novfr to maintain 

itself in tho position which public onlor requires. Tho obstacle to 

that position at present is tlio four ot reaction ; ami a (wrvip\ilowa 

regard for freedom is tho only menus of removing these feelings 

vhich, though perhaps unfounded, aro but too natural. AH fears 

will bo allayed at oiico when liborty of instruction uiul anHOclation 

becomes pnrt of tho law of Iho land. Thoro will tlmii bu no hopo, 

and indeed no wish, on tho port of government to rrgulnlo our 

social institutions in conformity with any particular dootrino. 

Tho object of this chapter linn been to show tho social value of 
Positivism. Vfo have found that not merely dooa it throw light 
upon our Future policy, but that it also tcachon m how to act upon 
tho Present; and thcso indications have in both eased boon based 
upon careful examination of tho Past, in nccorUanco with tho 
fundamental laws of human development. It is tho only system 
capable o{ handling tho problem now proposed by Iho more 
advanced portion of our race to all who would claim to guide 
OHTO. That problem is Urn; to reorganize human 11 to. irroapoo- 
lively of god or king; recognizing tho obligation of no motive, 
whether public or private, other than Social Pooling, nfclod in duo 
measure by tho positive science and practical energy of Man. 
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whi'lhi-r kinked ut an a philosophical 
aysUmi or UN an hiHtvnnmnt o[ Ko<-ud iviiovuUnu, aumul, 

COIIllt Upnil linirll MlppiUl fixjm llllV ul' Um clllHSCH, 
i .1 ,n i L., , i i J ,\ 

wlmthi'i' in Uimvli m- Midi*, by whom tins gnvi-riiinuiili d-wi, w* 
of nmiikind IIIIH liilli.-H,, 1i,.,>u coiMucli-d. Tln-m will iCi!r tot '' 
|jo inoliit'''! oxn-pUmin uf f^vi'iil. value, iind thcsu will 
BOOH litintiiii) intim muiii>njUB: but 11 in pnyjiuUctw niul piwsinua of 
tliOHD i:liisi-.4 will jH'i^i'iiL HKi-iniiH obstiH-li'M to llti! \vnrlc ol' moral 
niul nii'iiliil vi'Mixiini/iilitiii wliiuli nuiirtlitiUcs l.lin Hfr.imd jJinao of 
tho gnit AVt'.stcrn nivnlulidii. 'I'linii- jfmilly dtumtinu mid llioit 

ti) HyhLi'lll [il'i-juilirn tlu-tll ii^iiili^t a pliHnNnpliy which 
Hpi!c.iiilil.it'M [.n ^ciiijnil )iriiiri[ilcn. Tlicir nviLm:vutii; 
iiinkii il vi-ry tlilHuult for Ihi-iu Lo n-ni^iiiso Llm Mipronmcy 
jM-i'Mng ; that- ilodvitm which lies ui, thu rout, of fiooitil 
.inn, an cuiir.mvi'il by LNtmtiviHiu. Thut no HiipporL can bu 
Fi'iiiu lliti (iliiHHi'.-t u'liti writ) hi Llni afcciulant bufui'o Ihu 
liovohil.il ni, in tif I'durni) ubvioUH ; and wu shull pvulmbly incut witli. 
oppusitiini, i[iiilii im mil thiwjjli nmro i-iuv fully conrnilnd, fvoni Lho 
iniiUUc eliiHscti, tn wlium tlifiL h'VuliiLiim U'diiHl'iirrml Llio nulhurily 
uud Huniiil iulliii'iM'i! M'hirh tlu'y bad lung butsn coveting. Thoir 
VhoughU tivn Pliv)-ly ru^viwmnl willi Uu; ivniuiBiUoii of power ; ftml 
thoy ctniciini Un'.niHclvoH hnL liUlo with Urn inmlu in which it i* 
used, in llin tilijiinln l(t which it is ilin-cLcd. Tlmy wuro i[iiilo cuii- 
vinrt'd 1.1ml. llm Revolution biid fonml n Hiilmfncluiy issun in tlm 
pui'liiiiiuinLary Hyuli'iu iiiHtitnLi'd dui'in^ tin) recent puriod nf iioliLi- 
oal ui-cilhiLiiDi. '.rimy will Inii^ iitniliimo to ix i {, f rot Uml slulionary 
porind, bdciuiHO it WIIH pL'c.ulinrly ffivoui'iililn to tln.'ir vusth^H 
ninbitioii. A inovi'inont tn)idin^ to tho emnphilo i\ geneva tiou of 
socioty i nliiumL an much dnuuUnl now by tlm niiddlo olnssus no iL 
was fornun'ly hy tlm highiT. And hoth would at nil uvonts figrou 
in pi'oloiiHinK Uin MynLcin of thiiologiiiiil hypin:riny, w fm- us vopub- 
licmi iimlitutiiniH mlnutlcd of it. Thut imlicy i now tho only 
by which I'utrojjnwaiun is Htill puHsihlu. lynoblo as it is, 
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there itvo two molivca for adopting it; il wniv>t vi^pi-i-1 and wiil)- 
nmsion on Uio part of Urn nmssi-s, und it impnwH no unpleasant 
duties on their govwiiorp. All llu'ir mliriil uml nmUphyaical 
pi'ojndires indi.sposo ihoni In Icviiiiiiriti- llin wluln of Hpiritual 
anarchy which is tho gveatH. obfi(iu:h< d> sin-in] n^i'iii-mlion ; while 
at the samo timo tlioir ambition dirudM lliiM-Kliililislminit of u now 
iiioral authority, tho rostrintivn inHuciiru of wlih:h would id course 
press most heavily uprni thfiinsulvuH. In Mm i-iglilticnth cuntury, 
mon of rank, niul oven kin^s, acccplrd I lie pun-ly iic^itivd jiliilo- 
sopliy that was tlion in voyun; it vi'iimvi-il iininy ulislmOi'.H, it \vm 
an easy path to reputation, nml it iinpanril no f^mil Hutirilic.n. Jlut 
wo can hardly liopo from tliift pivivdciil, tluit tin- wniltliy nml 
litornry clnasua of our own timo will ho crpwlly willing In Receipt 
Positive philosophy ; tho avowed purpowi uf whii-li in to (lineiplino 
our intellectual powm-a, in oixlor In ri'or^iui/n our inoilus of 
life. 

Tho avowal of such n pur])OHo in .i(uiln .siilllcii-nt Ln prvpnt 

l^ositivisin from gaining tho flymnatliirH nf uny onn of ih govorn- 

ing classea. Tho clasacs to -which it imit iijipiMl nni UIOKH who 

havo heon loft untrained in Uio present, worthlt'ss nmtliocla of 

instruction "by woida and ontiLios, who nrn nuiumt<!tl with fttroiifi 

fjooial instincts, and who consequently Imvo Uiu Jnr^cHt tonk of 

good sense and good fooling. In a word it in among Urn Working 

Glasses that tho now philosoph^ra will dud thoiv uuml, cuovgoLio 

allies. They tiro tho two extreme terms in lint Rtx-ml m-rii-n as 

finally constituted ; and it is only throuj^li their (iiiniliinnd action 

that social regeneration am he.couui ft pnicUoul puwsiliilily. "Not- 

wiUiatfiiuling their iliffcronco of position, n ilifli'iviiw which indeed 

is inoro apjiarcnt than rrnl, there aro Hlrong alUnilit'H l)nt\vwii Ilium, 

liolh morally and intcHcoAunlly. .UoU\ luwo Uio mwn Boiwn oi Uio 

real, tho snmo proforcnco for tlio useful, and llin naino IcndiMicy to 

suhordinato special points to general piinaiploH. Morally they 

ittcnnUG cnch oLUov in gonp.nily o (cnling, in \\irn tnutmcorn for 

material prospects, and in iiuliflotciico to worldly ^randi-ur. This 

at least will ho the case as soon as philosopher in tlm true BOIISG of 

Umt wovd havo mixed BufCicionUy with tlm noltlor iiimnliorH oE tho 

working classos to raiso thoii 1 own clmrnolor to i[R in-ojmv lovol. 

"When tho -sympathies which unito them ujion thoau oHnontial 

liomlelmvo had timo to aliow Ihomaolvca, it will lio full llml tho 

philosopher is, \mdor certain aspects, a monitor r ,f Uio working 

-class fully trained j while the working man is in many VGBijcots ft 

philosopher without tho training. Both too will look with similar 

Jeolmgs upon tho mtormodiato or capilaliet class. AB tlmt class is 
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nccosswrily tins ponm-nsur of malorial power, tho pecuniary oxialonco 
of both will m iv vul \m dnpmulont upon it. 

Thflso nfliniliPH follow an a natnrul result from their -i-howm-kino 

respective position and functions. Tho rcuaon of their ""t wiio no- 

not having boon nicngmm'd morn dmtinully is, that at if.!!^''"^^^- 

prcaonl wo havn iinlhing that i:nn 1m calhid a plnloso- ^'ly ^'tuaiod 

phio olaBB, or at Inist it JH only ruprcsenlcd by a fiw uunofcompiS- 

' ' A\ r iirkinn wurlhv of limit- nnmlion aro ) ', ci r lv ' lrl "; 

i . . ' _ cinii and 



happily fur loss nirnj but liilln>ilu il. in only in J^runcu, K'Hi 
or ratlmr i Vnria, Llial Lluiy liavn H!IOWH Uuininclvus in 1 '- ullle8 - 
tlicir tfuo litftit, iw "Hi" cnuuicipiiloil from cliimnricnl liolicfs, and 
carolosfl of Llio oinpty prcHlinn of nocial position, ll- is, tlion, only 
in PiU'iw that, thw l-vutlt uf Urn ptewidiuy ramavkn i-iui ha fully 
vuHflcd. 

'J'lio occMpi\tin nC wuvking iiwn avo (iviilcuLly fnv movo con- 
ducivo to pliilnHdpliiciU vidWH tlinn fho.su of the middlu clossuaj 
since limy aro not HO iibnorltm^ a to pmvont conUmioug Diought, 
ovon (luring Mm hourn of Inliour. And bi:nidcs having morn timo 
for Ui)iOui% lliy liuvti a nionil lulviuilago in Lho nhsonco of any 
rtypoiiBibilily whi'ii tlmir work in ovoi-. Tim workman in nruacrvod 
by lii posiliou from tlin Hcluiinf-a of aHHi'iinclisomunt, which aro 
conshmlly InirniHHiiig Uu; cupi[iilit. Tlioir difloriinco in tliiy ros- 
pect c(Uic n I'.itiTHHiinndinH dillimmco in Miuir modes of thought; 
tho ono cftR'H Jimro for gntcral prinoiplc, Iho olhov more for 
doLnilfJ. To u ni'iiHililo workman, thu Hystoni of diaporsivo speciality 
now so much in vo^m\ nlimvn iUulf in iti trno liglit. Ito fioos it, 
thai ia, to bo lirutidixiiig, hucniiHO it would eondmnu his inlolloct 
to llvo inoftt. ) \nltvy modo u[ c.ulluvo, BO much BO that il will uovov 
bo accepted in Kraiicd, in Hpito of Iho irrational ondoavonrs of our 
Anglo-ni anir. nr.ononn'Htrt. To Uio cnpilnlisi, on Iho cnnUwy, iuu\ 
ovon to Llio man of fwimica, (ImL ayHloin, howovor rigidly and con- 
fiialontly onrriod out, will mum far ICBB degrading; or ralbor it will 
ho looked upon an most ihwimhlc, unlfins his education hag been 
fliioli as to countiiruct UifHti IniulnncioR, and to give him tho dcsiro 
and tho ability Jfor uliHl-ract and gisnoral thought. 

Morally, tho contrast botwnon the position of: tho workman and 
tho capitalist IH oviui nioro Btrikjng. I'roud as most mon aro of 
worldly Bucccas, tho di'greo of moral or mental excellence implied 
in tho acquisition of wealth or power, ovon when tho moans used 
hflvo boon atrieUy logitinmto, is hardly each as to justify that pride. 
Looking at iuU'iuftio tjuivlltifts vaUiov than at viniblo roaulta, it ia 
obvious that praotical tmccwWj whothcji 1 in industry or in war, 
depends fin 1 nioi'O on olmvaoloi: Umu ou inlolloct or. aHoction. The 



Lulcccl it would hnnlly bo on exaj/grmlum to sny lliat 
poverty of tlioughb and fooling 1ms often Hunuitlihitf Lo do with 
forming and maintaining Llio disposition rcquiHitu for llm purpose. 
Vigorous exertion of tho active powurs JH inoni fwinontly induced 
by tho personal propensities of avarice, ambition, ur vanity, Umii 
by tho higher instincts. Suporiority of position, wlum legitimately 
obtained, UCBUYVCS respect; hut Iho iihiluwiphuv, Hko tlu\ iisliftUmiat, 
and with (still bettor grounds, refuses to regard it IIH u proof of 
moral superiority, a conclusion winch \voiiM li wholly nl variance 
with tho true theory of hitman natnm 

Tho lifo of the workman, on the oilier Imiid, IH far innvo favourable 
to tho development of the noblor instincts). In practical ([ualitics 
ho is usually no!, wanting, oxcopt in caution, a ilulleionoy whicli 
makes his onovgy and pcrsovomnco loaa imt^ful to liinisulf, thougli 
fully available for society. But it is in tho tixorcino of tho higher 
feelings that tlio iiiordl aunoviovily of tho worlciuy clusa ia most 
observable. "When our linlnla and opinions huvu buuii brought 
\mdov tho influcnco o syslftwiaUo pviiKiplow, thu tvv\o chavftdoi* of 
this class, which forms tho basis of modem HtjcioLy, will hecomo 
more distinct j and wo shall eco that lionio nlToiiLions am nutunilly 
stronger with them than with tho middle classiiH, who urn too iniion 
ougrossed with personal intoroata for tho full onjoymont of domoa- 
tic tics. Still more evident ia their superiority in social feelings 
strictly eo called, for tlioso with them aro called into daily oxorciso 
from earliest ohildhootl. Tfcro it in that wo find llio highest and 
most gonuino types of friendship, and tlito oven nmojigat Ihoao 
who aro placed in a dependent position, iiggmvi\tcd oU:u by tlio 
aristocmlic prejudices of those above thorn, and whom wo might 
Hnagmo on tbftt account condtmnod to a lowor morul slanjawl 
"Wo find sincere and aimplo respect for anpcriorH, xmliimled by 
servility, not -vitialtd by tlio prido o loarning, not diHlurbed by 
tho jealousies of competition, Thoir poreoiuil oxperioneo of tho 
miseries o! life is a constant stimulus to tho nobler sympathies. 
In no class ig there so strong an incentive to social fooling, at least 
to tho feeling of Solidarity between contemporaries ; lor all aro 
conscious of tho support that thoy derive from union, support 
which is not at all, incompatible with strong individuality of char- 
acter. The aonao o Continuity v/ith tho pft&t has not, it ia teuo, 
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ill nny ouiur. J.IUUL-, uuu, uiuu in uio uuuu IIUBOIIUO 01 any 
Uc education, all UIUHQ moral oxeulUmcw nmal bo looked upon us 
inliorout in Llio clans. H ia iinpusniblo to nllribuLo thorn to 
theological iiiducnco, now that thoy lutvo so entirely shaken off tho 
old fail) i. Xho lypo I huvo dosr.ribud would bo generally con- 
aiderud imaginary ; and til pronciil it in only in Paris llmt it can lio 
fully rcali/cd. Hut llio fuel of ltn oxibloncu in tho contro of 
\Voalorn Kuropu in enough for nil rational observers. A typo ao 
fully in iiecoriliinco with "what wo linow of lunnim naluvo enmitit 
f!l ultiiuiilcly LM Hpnmd ovurywlioro, cspotially whoii tlicso spoil- 
iftucn\\a lmwli!iiia av phicud uudiit Uw aystomaLic guidance of 
Positivism. 

TliL-HO rotiiiirkH will pi'tipam IIH Lo npprooiftto tho wise 
and tfiiwrouH iiiHtinctn of tho Convention in looking to 
tho 1'rolot urin to IIH Llio inaiiiHpring of iln policy; nnd 
this not tniii'isly on account uf Lho iucukMilnl danger of ucoic i 
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fwoiKii nivtiHioii, l>ut in dunlin^' with tho mrj'or wiliLhi 
HnoHtii.111 ut uueiiil vt^nnnvaiuiii, which it inn-RuoiV BO ttot - ftt 
nidontly, tlioiiK'i i" mi^h igtiuriiuco of it truo princi|)li:s. 
howovw, to Uw \viuil* of u wiLwfiidtivy Hy^Luiu, and Ilia disoiduv 
produced by llio iiHiliiphywioal llmovicw of Iho linio, tho epirif, in 
which thin ulliaiicu with Ihu pooplo wns friuncd was inconipntiblo 
with tlm iciil olijcd in vtow. It wna coiwidorcd thai govommont 
onylit nw a rulo to Ijo in tltn hands of tho pooplo. Kow nndor tho 
apccinl civcuniHtaiicoa uf Lhu liinu poindar govornnicnl was un- 
doubtodly vory UHoful. Tho oxinlntico of tho republic depended 
almost onlivoly upon lh ]iroluLavhilo, Iho only class thai stood 
uuolialton find Inm to iln iirinciplcn. liut in llio abdoluto spirit of 
tho YMioivvid puHUwil UW-OVICB, thin ulatu of things wivs rogaidod tis 
noriiinl, u viww which in incompatible with Llio most important 
condilioiifl of modern Hoomly. H in of courao always rijjjil for llw 
pooplo lo iiHHint Kovm-iunuiit in carrying out tho law, oven to tho 
oxtont of pliyainil forco, sliuiiUl tho ciiao ruciiiiro it. Intorforonco 
of this Buhordinato kind, wliothur in foroign or inloriml quusLioiiR, 
so far from loading lo amivoby, is obviously a guarantee for ardor 
wliicli ouglil to oxiat in ovovy nroporly conalilutcil sodoty. Indocd 
in this roapoct out hftbita iii lu'iinco uro slill vory dofootivo; mon 
avo too oltiu oouLont to vcmaiu moro lookuvu on, whilo tho \wlico 
to whom they owo tlioir daily j>rotwtlou is doing its duty. Bui 
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Positivism rejects Lho uiuta\ihysioal doctrine of the 
w c it > (iro Sovereignty of tlio people. .But it appropriates all 
rcnpio ciui ba ^nt } 8 TC(X )\y sound \\\ Uw douUie, tuul this with 
roilsu'. B01C reference not moroly Lo exceptional cases but to tho 
nomial state ; while at tho samo tinio it guardH against the danger 
involved in its application as an absolute truth. In tlio hands of 
tho revolutionary party tho doctrine is generally used to justify 
tho right of insurrection. Now in Positive Polity, HUH light id 
looked upon as an ultimate resource, witli which no society should 
allow iUtilf to dispense. Absolute sulmusmoH, which ia too 
strongly inculcated by modern Catholicism, would expose IIB to 
the danger of tyranny. Insnncotion inny bo vugnvdcd, scienti- 
fically, as a sort of reparativo crisis, of which floatation stand in 
more need Limn individuals, in accordance with Lho wi-ll-known 
biological law, that tho higher and the inert! complicated tlio 
organism, tlio more frequent and also thu more- dniiKurotw is thp 
pathological state. Thoroforo, tho foar that Positivism, when 
generally accepted, will encourage passive obedience, Is perfectly 
groundless ; although it is certainly not favouvablo to tho pure 
revolutionary spirit, which would fain tuko Lho disoimo for Lho 
normal typo of health. Its whole ehtmieUiv is so oaaoulially 
relative, that it finds no difficulty in accepting subordination as thy 
rule, and yet allowing for exceptional oases of, revolt ; a course by 
which good Lasto and human dignity arc aliko satisfied. Positivism 
looks upon insurrection as a dangerous remedy that should bo 
reserved for extreme cases ; but it would never scruple Lo sanction 
and oven to encourage it when it is really indispensable. This ia 
quite compatible with refusing, as n rvdo, to auhmit Lho decision of 
political questions and tho choieo of rulers Lo .judges who arc 
obviously incompetent; tuul who, \\mlor tho inllmmco of Posi- 
tivism, will of their own free will abdicate rights which are 
subversive of order. 

Tod 7 th 'i n " '^ l "^t&physicnl doctrine of tho Sovereignty of tho 
OTprossioJi l i* people, contains, however, a truth of permanent value, 
*wi>V h ot W ttva tnou g^ m ft VOI T confused form. This truth Positivism 
poopfo abouid separates very distinctly from its clangorous alloy, yet 
raib%)ui wi thont) woakeningt on tho contrary, with tho cfUicl of 
goveruraeut. enforcing, its sooiftl import, Thoio are two distinct 



invoiced in tlin announcwiii'nt of nny Bpncml measure, of which tho 
motives nro milViutcnlly intelligible, Mid which directly concern the 
practical intovcsU of \\w \vliolo cimnmmity. Vndov Una head 
would 1 10 iw.ludttd dw.imouH of liuv couvts, declarations of war, otc. 
When socinty IWH reached thn "Positive stale, and Ilia sense of 
imivorwil flrtlidiu-ity to mow generally diffused, thcro will bo oven 
inoro significance and dignity in snoh expressions Umn thoro is now, 
because tho namn invdkod will no Inngnr ho (Jmt of a apocinl 
jirtlion, IHI t Unit, of Humnmly na o wholo. Ib woulrl 1)0 absurd, 
howovoi'j Ln uxU'nd Utifs pviwilicfi lo thoao atiU inovo mimei'ona cnaes 
wlicro tl\o pnopln in iucoin]iQttinl Lo oxprcaa any opinion, and \\m 
nioroly In ndopt tin* (iimiinn of Htiporior ofllccrfl \v\\o 1m vo obtaincil 
its confldmico. Thin limy ho owing oithor to Lho rtifllcnlty of the 
qiinstion or Ln tlio fact of iln (i])]iliefttiort being indirect or limited. 
Soch, for iiiflluncp, wimld )>o (tnticlinonta, vory often of groat im- 
porlunco, which donl with Biiii-ntiflo in-inciplcfl ; or agftirt most 
qttcatitmft I'uliilinp; to Kpiicinl pvofc.artitmR m livanchoa ol hulvistry. 
lu all thuflft CIWPH unnnlav gootl sonao would, undor Pnailiviet 
jnlliioncn, nusily hn lipt olt-ar from political illusions. It is only 
inidor tlio fitlnuilus of inclu]tliyftifiul prido that mich illuaioiie 
becomo dniiKtmiim ; and Lho uitlMigliL masses liavo but liUlo ox- 
pm'ionco of tliJH lonling. 

Thovn is, howRYcr, aiutlhnr tvnUv implifid in tho oxpTossion, 
Sovcvoiguty of tho po.oplo. Tl implies Uiaf, it i Iho (Irat of dutiefl 
lo concentrate all Iho efforts of Hooioty upon tho common good. 
And in this thorn !H a moro direct, roforonco to tho working clnss 
than to nny other; Ilrn(,, on account of thoir immonso nnmorical 
superiority, and, nrrondly, hocanao tin? dilFmnltirs by which their 
life, is Biirionnd^d rcijnirn Hptiftial Inluri'nroiico lo a clogvco which for 
oihov clnaanft wmild bo \\nncvt\nHiivy, .l'vom Una point of viw it ia 
a nvinciulu which all Lrun ropuhlioaiiH may accept. It is, in fact, 
idontical with what wo havo laid down aa Lho universal basis of 
morality, tho direct and prsrmnminL prcpondoranco of eocinl fooling 
over all poraonal inturcfita. Not merely, thon, ia it incorjjovated by 
Positivism, but, aH waa H!IOWII in tho first clmptor, it forma tlio 
primary prinolpli) of HID syRtnw, ovon \mdov tho inloilooUtftl nspoct 1 . 
Stuco U\o dcclino of CaUuiHciRm tl\o maLanhyi*icnl spirit has hocu 
provisionally tho gimrdinn of this great aocinl pvccont. Positivism 
now finally appropriatofl it, and puriflcH it for tho hituro from all 



involved in tho metaphysical modo of regarding it. 

The Peopid'u "What then, it will bo iiskud, is thu part unsigned lo 
MsiatilioHptr" l ' 10 Proletariate in tho Him! inmstilntioii of society? 

*.,~i ~~..,~- j.. IMm &iittiTn>'iftr rtf itnuil.mn wlni'li 1 lirtnifriil mil- 1m. 
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ower in The similarity ot position winch I. pointtjd out IK- 
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the answer. They will I to of tho inouL (ism.'niinl service 
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to tho spiritual power in each of lift Ihvwi w>c\ul fuut-.twus, judg- 
ment, counsel, and ovon education. All th intellectual and moral 
qualities that wo havo just indicated in this i:lunn concur in lilting 
them for this service. It wo except lino philusuphic body, which 
is Iho recognized organ of general principle, there in no class 
which is so habitually inclined to take eoiuprohniiHivo viown of any 
subject. Their superiority in Social Feeling ia still moro obvious. 
In this ovon tho best philosophers aro rarely their equals ; and it 
would bo a most beneficial corrective of thiiir tondoncy to over- 
abstraction to como into daily contact witli tho noblo and spon- 
taneous instincts of tlio people. The working class, thon, is butter 
qualified than any other for understanding, and still moro for 
sympathising with tho highest truths of morality, though it may 
not bo ablo to give them a systematic form. And, as wo have noon, 
it is in social morality, tho moat important and UKJ highest, of Uw 
three branches of Ethics, that their superiority is most observable. 
J'csides, independently of their intrinsic merit*, whether inlelloc- 
Uid ov moval, the -nocossitics of thoiv daily Ul'o Borvo to iraprosa 
them witli respect for tho great rules of morality, which in most 
erases woru framed for their own protection. To secure tho appli- 
cation of theso rules in daily Itto, ia a function of thu spiritual 
power in the performance of which they will moot with but slight 
assistance from tho middle classes. It ia with them that temporal 
power naturally resides, and it is their misuse of power Unit has to 
bo controlled and sot right. Tho working classes aro tho chief 
sufferers from tho selfishness and domineering of men of wealth 
and power. For this reason they are tho Jikolk-flt to como forward 
in defence of public morality. And they will bo all tho moro 
disposed to give it their hearty support, if they Imvo nothing to d 
directly with political administration. TT ' 
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delect tlio n tier hnllmviicfiK of Urn off-hand solutions that arc now 
being obtruded upon uw. Tim people will rapidly become con- 
vinced thai Urn turn-at method tif waMymg nil legitfmalo claims 
lies in tho jimml ngoncicH which Positivism ofFora, though it 
appeals to Uioin nl Mm Banm titiui to nhilir-iitn political power which 
either yieldn them noUnu^ or vtwillw in tumvdiy. 

So niiUiral in thin tendency of tlio people lo rally round tho 
spiritual pnwnr in di-fciicn of morality, that wn (hul it to have 
boon tlin mm nvon in nu'dimvftl IIDIGH. Im\(joil Uii it is which 
oxplftiiifi tlui fiympiilliii'H whic.h CatholioiHtn Htill roliiins, notwith- 
standing its ^itni'inl dticliiiu, in Uin (toinitrioR whom Vrolcalftntiem has 
foiled Lo (jBtubliHh HsoH. KopoifKiifil olwnrvcrH often miettiko thoso 
sympathies for ovidciicn of BIIICOVO atlnchniont to Iho old crcods, 
though in point <>f fiwt thny urn nioro thoroughly undermined in 
llmno countrioH Lhuu iiuywliorn olno. .H is an historical error which 
will, htnvnvr, noon ho cormtitod hy tho rocoplion wliich thoso 
imtiona, so wrnnj{ly inm^innd to bo in a backward Hlago of political 
development, will jjivn to PimiLiviKin. 'J^or thny will noon soo its 
eHporiority lo CalholiiMmii in HiilJHfying thn primary necessity with 
which them- soc.iiil iimtiiir-U nro no jufltly praor.oupictl. 

Tn tho Muhlln A^iw, howovtir, tho vohitioiiB botwcon tho working 
clnssoR ami Dm prichtliood wim hainponid by tho iiiBlitutioii of sorf- 
ngo, wliicli was nut wholly nh(tlinhod until ('alhnlicim had hogun to 
dcolino. Jn fiu-t a curt'ful ntudy of hintory will ehow that ono of 
tho principul cuimdH of iU dculinti was tho want of popular support. 
Tho modiiuval nhim-h wa a imblo, but promaturo nttompt. Dis- 
boliof in KB docliiiifH, and aluo volrof-rado tondcnoics in its direc- 
tors, had virtually drslroywl it, Imforo thn Prololavialo had attained 
BiuTiciont fionial imporlniico to uupport it Kiicecflfifully, supposing it 
could liavo dcflorvc.d llu>ir Bii])port, !Hut wti are now sufficiently 
advanced for tho pnrfcut realization of tho Catholic ideal in Posi- 
tivism, And UKI principal means of rnnlizing it will bo tho forma- 
tion of an alliance liotwrnn philosophers and tho working classes, 
for which both aro idiko prepared by tho ncgntivo and positive pro- 
gcoas of tho hud live* ctmtuvipfl, 

Tho direct object of thoir combined action will bo Tholr Ottm . 
to sot in motion tho forco of Public Opinion. All bmaji offwin 
viowBof the fuUivo condition of socioty, Uio viowa of tonmiiu" 'u* 
practical mon as wnll (i of })hilosophio thinkers, ngrco 1>llbll i l|ll|l)n - 
in Iho belief that tho principal feature of tho stale to which wo 




every one to nvo as lar as pogsiwo wiuimii fiomiiMUinoni;, uio 
will bo intrusted with a strong check upon tlio lifo of tho individual. 
Now that all theological illusions havo buconm HO entirely obsolule, 
tho need of such a check is grralor thnn it WIIH before. It coin- 
ponsatoa for tho insufficiency of natural gooilmiss which wo ft ml in 
moat men, however wisely thoii 1 education IIOH IIOCH conducted. 
Except tho noblost of joys, thnt which eprin^s from social Nyiiipnlliy 
when called into constant exorcise, tlioro i no roward for doing 
right so satisfactory as tho approval of out' follmv-btiinga. ]<>cn 
under theological systems it Ima boon ono oE uur slvmi^eHt nupirnliona 
to live esteemed in tho memory oC oLheiH, And wLill moro pro- 
minence will 1)0 givon lo this noble form of nmliition undoi- 
Positivism, because it is tho only way loft us of RnUsfying tho 
dosiro which all men fool of prolonging thoir lifo into 1.1m lAUuro. 
And tho mcroaod forco D Publjo (Ipinion will covn.'Hponil, to tho 
increased necessity for it. The peculiar reality of '.l.'imUivw doctriuo 
and itg constant conformity with facts facililnto tin) recognition of 
its principles, and romovo all olwcurity in tlioir application. They 
are not to bo ovadod by- subterfuges lifco ihoso to winch mulnphysicnl 
and theological pvjnoiploa, from thoir vague and tilmoluln clmvaotor, 
havo boon always liable. Again, tlio primary pvindplo of Positivism, 
which is to judge every question by Lho Rlniidnnl of Hocial inlctosta, 
is in itself a direct appeal to Public Opinion ; flinco tho public 
is paternity tho judge of tho good or bad nflhol of nction upon tlio 
common wolfiivo. Umlov theological and wolnphyHical syBtoms 
no appeal of this sort \voa rccoguiwul; bccausfl tlio objects uphold 
as tho highest aims of lifo wore purely personal. 

In political questions tho application of our principle is still 
moro obvious. For political morality Public Opinion is almost our 
only gwmmteo. Wo feol its force oven now in rtpito of Lbo inlol- 
jeotofll anarchy in which wo live. Noutralir.cd i\8 it is in most COSGB 
by the wide divergences of men's convictions, yet it shows iisolf on 
the occasion of any great public excitement. Indeed, \vo fool it to 
our cost somutimes when Iho popular mind lino Iriknii a wrong 
direction ; government in jmoli caeos being very seldom able to ofTor 
adequate) resistance. These aaaos may coiwiuco \w how irK*wtiblo 
this power wiU prove when used legitimately, and when it is foimod 
by systematic accordance in general principles instead of by a pro 



not mowly to dnk-rmino tho chuiantor of tho tompoval reconstruc- 
tion, but to anpply tho principal molivo fovco by which tho work is 
to bo carried out. Intullucluid nnd moral harmony will gradually 
bo rcHloml, and under Ha inlluunco llio now political system will 
by doKninn arise. Mumal impnn'omonta of tho highest importance 
may therufuro bo raiHxud long boforo tho work of spiritual 10- 
organixulioti is complntud. 'Wo find in modiiuval history that 
Catholicwm nxeroimid a powortul iulltumco on society during its 
omorgonco from barbarimii, bcforo its own inlornnl constitution had 
advanwd Inv. And Him will bo tho caso to a still greater degree 
the rugon era lion which IN now in progress. 

i5V within which Public 
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Opinion ulioiild oporalo, wo ttlmll iind littlo difllculty ion 
m duUivmmiuu (\w. uumliUoim ramtaito fov Ua pvomn 1 *9 }'','!, 1 , lollllCH 
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orguimatmn. .llii'Ho nix-, IlrHt, ttio CHinoliBlimont ol iintt.ca) 
fixed \n'iui:ip]i!K of wuwal urlion ; nocondly, thoiu adon- 
Uon by thti public, mnl its coiiHont to thoir aiipliciilion 
iji Hnuoiul wiHi'.H ; and, lantly, u roco^niHcil organ to lay 
down Iho prini:iph:tt, and to apply tlu:m to tho conduct d(lto tho '"' 
of daily lifii. iJhviimHas IhcNii thriio cimdilioiiauppeiir, they arc still 
BO littlo unddintfjod, Unit it will bo well to explain each of thorn 
eomowhal morn fully. 

Tho lirnl condition, that of laying down lixod principles, is, in fact, 
tbo oxloimiuii to Hiioinl ipmalionH of that flopamlioii bolwoon theory 
and pruulici', wliioh in mihjeols of ICHH imjiortanco is universally 
locognisod. TliiH i tho tinpucl in wbich Uio superiority of tho now 
Bpmliuil B)'flU'in lu tho old i mosl pevcopUblo. '1'ho priuciplos of 
moral and politico I conduct llmt wove accepted in tho Middle Ages 
wsvo HUly bUv Ihuu iMupiviuil, ivnd. tiwcd. thciv etnbilily entirely to 
tho flanction of roligion. Jn thin ri'Hpect, inclond, tho superiority of 
Cutholicimu tu llio nyutuuiH which pvcccdud it, conaistod merely in tho 
fact of separating ito jn-uccptH from tho special application of them, 
By making its procepla tho diHlinct object of preliminary slndy, 
it secured thorn agaiimt.Uio biaw ol human pasaiona. Yot important 
JIB Urn separation wns, tho Hynlom was flo dofcctivo intclloolually, 
that tho successful application of its principles depended simply on 
tho good eoiwo of llm Icaolmrw j for tho jn-inciploft in thomaolvos wore 
as vaguo and iw almoluto lift th creeds from wliich thoy woi'O dorivod. 
Tho inlluonco oxcroined by Catholicism wan duo to its indirect action 



uo way clou-acting tiom we practical vniuo oi social principles, give 
thorn the imposing woiglit of theoretical truth ; and ensures their 
stability and coherence, by connecting thorn with tho wholo series 
of laws on which tho life of man and of society depend. Vor those 
laws will corroborate ovon those which two not, immediately (Induced 
from thorn. By connecting all our rulos of action with tho funda- 
mental conception of social duty, wo rondor thoir interpretation in 
ciicli special case clear nntl consistent, and wo secure it against tho 
sophisms of passion. Principles such aa thoao, based on reason, 
and rendering our conduct independent of tho impulses of tho 
moment, two tho only moans of sustaining tho vigour of Social 
Feeling, and at tho same time of saving us from tho errors to which 
its unguided suggestions BO often lend. .Direct and constant culture 
of Social Feeling in public as well as in private Hfa is no doubt tho 
first condition oi morality. Bub tho natural strength of SoK-Lovo 
is such that something besides this is required to control it. Tho 
coin-so of conduct must bo traced beforehand in nil important cases 
by the aid of demonstrable principles, adopted at iirst upon trust, 
and afterwards from conviction. 

There is no art whatever in which, however ardent and sincere 
oar desire to succeed, wo ean dispense- with knowledge of tho nature 
and conditions of the object aimed at. Moral and political con- 
duct is assuredly not exempt from such an obligation, although 
we are more influenced in this case by the direct promptings of 
fooling than in any other of tho aria oi life. It hfia boon shown 
only too clearly by many striking in&Uincoa how fav Social Fooling 
may load us astray when it is not directed by right principles. It 
was for want of fixed convictions that tho noblo sympathies 
entertained by tho French nation for tho rest of Knropo at the 
ontsofc oi tho Devolution BO soon degenerated into forcible oppression, 
when hes retrograde leader began hia seductive appeal to selfish 
passions. Inverse oases are still more common; and they illustrate 
the connection of feeling and opinion as clearly aa tho others, A 
false social doctrine has often favoured tho natural ascendency of 
SolMove by giving a perverted conception of public well-being. 
This has been too plainly exemplified in OUT own thno by tho 
deplorable influence which Malthns's sophistical theory of population 
obtained in England. This mischievous error mofc with very little 
acceptance in tho rest of Europe, and it has been already refuted 




body of supporters sul1it:umt to make Uio weight of those principles 
folt. How it was horn Hint Catholicism proved so weak ; and 
thorofovo, ovon had its lUmUino boon lens poml-iablo, its decline wns 
unavoidable. But Urn dofoat in (imply supplied, in the now spiritual 
ordor, which, ua I Imvti hnforo shown, will vucoiva tho iuUuoiUial 
support of tho working uliuuwa. And tho need of each assistance 
is as curtain us tho readiness with whiuh it will bo yielded. For 
though tho intrinsic cllicaoy of Positive teaching is far greater limn 
tlmt of any dootriuo which is not susceptible of demonstration, 
yet tho convictions it inHpinw cannot bo expected to dispense with 
tlio aid of vigorous popular support. Human nature in imperfectly 
organized j and tho inilvwmco wliioli Rnfieon exorcises over it is nob 
by any numna HO fjrcat as this uuppoftiUon would imply. Even 
Social li'iiyliu^, Uurtigh iL iuftimuco \H (civ (vcatei- Uiftii tlmt of 
Reason, would not in general Im BuIIloiont for tho right guidance of 
yrncticftl life, if J.'ulilir, Opinion wore not conslimlly at hand to 
support the ^ood inclinations of individuals. The arduous struggle 
of Hooial 1'coIiiiK iigiiiiist Holf-lovo rcqinrtis llio conslaut nssortion 
of true principloa to rnmovo uncnrtainty as to the pvo]mr couvso of 
notion in each cnso. .Hut it requires also Homolhing moro. Tho 
strong reaction of All upon linclt ie nootlod, whollior to control 
selfishness ov to stimulata sympathy. Xlio tondoncy of our poor 
and woiik mvluro L givo way to Uio lower pvopoiifiiUcs IB BO great 
that, but for this universal co-operation, Fooling and lienson would 
bo almost imuloqutitn to tlioir task. Itt tho working class wo find 
the requisite conditions. They will, as wo have scon, form tho 
principal source of opinion, not merely from their numerical 
superiority, hut also from thoii 1 intellectual and moral qualities, as 
well an from the influence directly duo to thoiv social position. 
Thus it is thai. Voflilivism views Uio groat problem ot human life, 
jind shows us for Mm Ilrst timo that tho hasos of a solution already 
oxisl in Iho very Bii-uoUivo of Oio wociid ovganism. 

Working men, whnthor as individuals or, what is working 
etill moro important, calloctivoly, are now at liberty to n'oiiit* 
criticise all tho detailf, and ovon tho general principles, of tho social 
system under which they livoj affecting, as it necessarily does, 
thomsolvoB moro nearly than any other class. Tho remarkable 
eagerness lately shown by our people to form clubs, though there 



social truth will largely increase their influence, "by giving thorn a 
more settled chnraclor ami a more important aim. So far from 
being in any way destructive, they form a natural though imperfect 
model of tho modo of life which will \\llhimtoly ho mlnpkid in Uio 
regenerate condition of Humanity. In thrso unions social 
sympathies arc kept in constant fiction by a stimulus ol a most 
beneficial kind. They offer tho speediest and most olu'ctual moans 
of elaborating Public Opinion : this at least is thn rumi when there 
has been a fair measure of individual training. No ono at present 
lias any idea of tho extent of tho advantages which will ono day 
spring from those spontaneous meetings, wlicn llioro is an adequate 
system of general principles to direct thorn. Spiritual reorganiza- 
tion will find them its principal basis of support, fur they secure 
HB acccpUvnco by Uw people; and this will Ivavu Iho gmUm 1 weight, 
because- it will bo always given without comnultiiim or violonco. 
The objection that meetings of tliis kind nmy load to dangerous 
political agitation, rests upon a misinterpretation of tho oven Is of 
the Revolution. So far from their stimulating ix di-nmi for whitt 
arc called political rights, or encouraging their cxricimi in those 
who possess them, their tendency is quite in tho opposite direction. 
They will soon divert working men entirely from all usnloss at- 
tempts to interfere with existing political institutions, and bring 
thorn to their true social function, that of assisting and currying 
out tho operations of the now spiritual powov. It IB a noblo 
prospect which is thus hold out lo them by Positivism, a prospoct 
far more inviting than any of tlip motaphysical illuRJoiiH of tlio day. 
The real intention of tho Club is to form a provisional substitute 
for tho Church of old limes, or rather to pro-pare tho way for tho 
religious building of tho now form of worship, tho worship of 
Humanity ; which, as I shall explain In a subsequent chapter, will 
b<i gradually introduced under tho regenerating inihioneo of Positive 
dootrino. "Under our present republican government all progressive 
tendencies are allowed free scope, and therefore it will not bo long 
before our people accept this now vent for social sympathies, which 
in former times could find expression only in Catholicism. 
In this theory of Public Opinion ono condition yot remains to 



in HICU 11 nun IHIVIT DDoii rciiiiy waning, lor ovoiy doommi must 
have linil wimn fiiuinli-r, mid usually hrw a pi>rinau<mt body of 
tonchom It would 1m tlUVu'.uK to wmnnvo Unit a sjMlem of moral 
Mid political nriimijilcn Hhonld hn pow.'8Hiul of ^reat social inlluonce, 
and yd at the minm limn Unit Urn men who originate or iuoulcato 
tlto system (mould OXCVCIKO mi ^liriliiul authority. It, IB Uuo that 
thifl inronflinlisiHsy did for n timo oxml under tho m^ative- and 
doBlruclivo inlLiiciino of VrulfihuitiKiu mul .Doism, Iwn-nnHo mon'a 
though [f worn for Llm limu i-iHiroly ukott up with Um HLru^Ui In 
oacfipf frnm thn nilro^nidn Imuli'iicii's of Catholicism. During tliia 
long porioil nf iiiHiim-clif m, ciich indiviilunl buenmo a sort of pripst ; 
cuch, Llial- in, fnllinvdd h!n own intcrpn^nlann of ft doclrino which 
ncoilfid no HpiKiial tciic.hi'r.J, ln'i-auno H-H function wuanoUo construct 
but to fiHticisK. All tlm i',oiHlitntionn Hint Imvo lioon rccrmtly 
oatablinlifd on mntupliyHical piiiicipli'H givu n direct unnction to 
this ntalo nf tiling, in tho pri'miiUiwi with which limy comnionco. 
'L'hoy ap|uiriMitly I't'^anl each r.tli/.tm w cmnjnjlput to form a sound 
opinion on fill minul qni'HtioiiH, UIIIH rxi-mpting him from Llm 
necessity of "pplyiiiK In nny Hpccinl inliivpiL'turs. Thin cxti-nsiou 
to tho nonnnl Hliil.ii of ihingH of a phaw of mind only united to 
tho period of nwiihilimmry transition, In an error which ] have* 



In thn minor nrln of lifu, if. in obvious that f(onoral 
Odiiuot ho laid down without HOIIHS tlniori'tifinl eluily ; and that tho 
(vppHcnlion of \\wrn vuliw In npccinl cnaos ia i\ol In bo onUvcly loffc 
to Urn unt alight iiiHtitml, of Llio tivMwni. And can it bo othorwiso 
with tho ml of Hociid ;i',ifn, no fur hiinhir and more important Umn 
any otlicv, and iu wliuvh, fmui iU \u'iHci\ilua bttin^ h' a a wui\ilo aud 
Io88 prociao, u H]ii'oiul nx'plumition of them iu onoh caao is oven 
inovo necosHiiryl Tfownvr porfuct tho dcmonstmtion of social 
prlncfplcH imiy Imeomo, it must not 1m min\ioBod IhuL knowledge of 
Ponilivo ilodti-iius ovmi whun it him been Inu^liL in tho moftt 
oflloiont way, will diMpiuitio with tho necossity of fretiuoiiLly 
appeal i UK to tho philoHophfii' for lulvico in qucatioufl of practical 
life, wholhnr ptivutn 01- publio. And thifl necoewity of tin intov- 
protor to inUu'vonti occftHiomilly hutwcon th priimiplo and H 
(ippHcation, IH ovijii moro cviildtit from tho moral than il; is from tho 
Intellectual nance t. Curium a it in that no 0110 will bo so woll 
no/nmintod witli the truo t;haraetov of Lho doctrine an tho plnlosopho;- 
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could Imvo but litllo weight in reforming individual or social 
conduct. It is principally through hw agency Uml wo may hope 
in most coses to bring about that reaction of All upon Each, 
which, as wo Imvo scon, is of such indippennablo imptirlanco to 
practical morality. Philosophers arc mil indeed -llm principal 
source of Public Opinion, as intellectual prido HO often loads tliom 
to believe. Public Opinion proceeds rssmitinlly frmn tho frcti 
voice and spontaneous co-operation of Lho people. Hut in order 
that the full weight of their untmimoua JHtlgwo.Ht may ho. felt, it 
must be announced by some recognised organ. Thorn lire, no doubt, 
rare cnscs where tho direct expression of popular fouling in enough, 
but these are quite exceptional. Than working iwm and philo- 
sophers mo mutually nccessnry, not merely in thn creation o! 
Public Opinion, but also in most eases in tho manifestation of it. 
Without the first, tho doctrine, however well oRlivbliVbcd, would 
not have sufficient force. Without tho second, it would usually bn 
too incoherent to ovorcomo those olwtac.los in tho constitution of 
man ai:d of society, winch make it RO diflicult to bring practical 
life under the influence of fixed principlce. 

In fact thin necessity for eomo RystfiumUc orRttu Ui direct and 
givo effect to Public Opinion, has always boon folt, oven amidst 
tbo spiritual anarchy winch at present frtiiTounds UH, on ovory 
occasion in wliicli sucli opinion bna played any impovlnnt part. 
For its oiTcct on those occasions would have boon null and void hut 
for some individual to take tho initiative and personal responsibility. 
Tliis is frequently verified in private lifo by cason in which wo 
RCO tho opposite state of things ; wo BOO principles which no one- 
would think of contesting, practically inadequate, for want of some 
recognized authority to apply thorn. It is a florioiifl deficiency, 
which is, however, compensated, though imperfectly, by tho greater 
facility of arriving at tho tvuth, in trnch \sea, twd by Uu\ gvcftter 
Rtrongth of tho sympathies which thoy call forth. But in public 
life, with its more difficult conditions and more important claims, 
such entire- absence of systematic intervention could never bo 
tolerated. In all public transactions oven now wo may perceive- 
the participation of a spiritual authority of ono kind or other; tho 
organs of which, though constantly varying, arc in most cases 
metaphysicians or literary men writing for tho press. 'J'lniR oven 
in tho present anarchy of feelings and convictions, Public Opinion 
cannot dispense with guides and interpreters. Only it lias to bo 
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content with imm who nL tlio boat ctm only offer Lho guarantee- of 
pOHOiml nupomibiliLy, withmil nuy reliable bocurity oiUicr for Uio 
stability of thmr eonvic.liuim or Urn purity of their feelings. But 
now tliuL llm problem nf or^ini/Jiitf I'ublic Opinion 1ms onco boon 
proposed by 1'unilivBin, it eaimot remain long without a solution. 
Il plainly reduces ilmilf to tin) principlu of separating tho two 
Bocinl pmviii-M ; just HH wo huvo KITH that the nceesmty of uu 
established diiulrino m-dud on tlm annlogoun principle of fwpnrating 
theory from practice. It in ch-ur, on thu one hiuul, thut bound 
mturprulalioii of iiiontl itnii political rules, nsi in Llm cnso of any 
othoi uvl, cnu only bii fiiruinlu:d by pliiloaoiilii-ia cn^ny^d in tho 
atutly of Ihu nulurul luwn on wliidi limy iwt. On tlio other )mud 
thcso pliildKDplmrH, in tinli-i 1 to prcwn'Vn Unit breadth nud ^inonility 
of vimv which in Umir iiriiiuipul intulluctiud duinictcriHlic, must 
nbatnin fn:vupulimnly from all ru^uhu' pnrltuipntion in practical 
tifljiiw, iiml i'[n:i:ially /rnjn political Jifu ; on tho ground tliat itg 
siiocinliHiu^ inlliuiiicn would noon impair thoir Bpr.cuhitivo onpaoiLy. 
Amlnuch a cnurmi in itijuully ncccsHtiry on moral ^rounda Kholpa 
to prcwirvti purity of fcolin^ inul impiirtiidity of chnractor; qualities 
oaaontiid to thmr iiillui-in:n upon public. n well iw \ipun ]niviila lifo. 
Snub, in iiulliin-, in iho 1'onttivo Llmory o[ L'ublio Opinion. In 
oftoli of ib tbrcn cmistituont uli'iiumls, thti JJnc.lriiui, the 1'owor, 
and tlm Oi'^aii, it i.-i intinuHuly coinmiilcd with llm whole question 
of eniviluiil ri'in^ani/atioii ; or nithur, it foruiH tlio simplest modo 
of viewing Lluit ^n'nt mdymt. .All Urn oHnuntwl partH of it aro 
cloacly riiluli'.d to ctich olliiir. I'o.nitivo in-iuuplcH, on Iho ono hand, 
ominot count mi murh imituriul wupport, nxcupt faun tho working 
ohw3ua ; tlii'Sii in tlii'ii 1 turn will for tho futuvo rt^nrd I'oailivism 
as thu only dnulmm with which tlmy win fiympathfuo. So, again, 
with tho philodopldi; nrgaiiH uf opinion ; without tho People, thoir 
nocoflfiary indiipomlmicu cannot bn oalablishod or auntainod. To 
our litiiiury chinsus Um Hopiiriitiou of tlm two powers is insl-iiietivoly 
ropuynanl, htiiiiuim) it would lay down ftynleinatio limits to tlio 
iinwiau amhilion which wo now HUG in tlumi. Ami it will ho dis- 
liked w strongly liy tlio ricli olHt', wlio will look with loar upoji 
a now mond authority dostiuud ID imposu an iwoaiaLiblo chock 
upon thuii 1 HuUiHliiu'MH, At priwuiit it will bo generally understood 
ftiul woleoinud only by tlm prolulary ohiaH, who havu movo aptitude 
for general viuwn and for Bnniul Hynipalhy. Tu I'ninco especially 
thoy aio lead under tho dehmion of niotnphyfiicul floiihifima and of 
aristocratic) prastigu Uian ny ul-liur clnss ; and llm Poaitivist viow 
of this pvhimry condition of wncifil rogouomtiou will lind a ready 
outraucu into thoir miiidn and hearts. 
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AH tUrco Our theory of Public Opinion shown nn n( onco how 
JhitoJ far wo Jmvo already poiio in organizing Uii ^rcal rogu- 
oxi8t.Vj.il jinvo j atoi . O f 1110 [lorn society; hnw fav wo utill full short of 
cmniJwcti. C01 wliftt itt wftulccl Tlio 3)o(:lrtno haa (it last nviacn: 
llicro is no doubt of tho oxistonco of tho Power; niul oven tho 
Ortfin is not wanting. Uul limy do not us ynt Hluixl in llioir right 
relation to each otlior. Tho offcdivo impulso Inwards social re- 
generation defends, U\on, on o\\o ultimata cimtUlitm j Urn 
of ti linn ftllianco bulAveon pliilosoiiliors nnd pvolntnrira. 

Of lliifl powerful coalition t hnvo already fi|ioki^n. T Imvo 
to explain tho advantages which it olTorfl ID lli pcojilo in tlio way 
of obtainhig suflVev'eiil. vccogvnliou of all IcyiUnnvU r,livimn. 

Of thtjso advnntngoa, tho principal, and Mint liy which Ihn rest 
will speedily bo dovolopod and socurod, i tlm important fiocinl 
fuiictiun which is hereby conferred upon 111 cm. Tluiy hucomo 
axixilinrios of tho now B]nvvUvaI powov ; mixilinvios indi^niiiRaWo to 
its notion. This vast nvolutnry olnRS, whicli over Ri'ni'o itf rise In 
the Middle Agoa has boon shut out from tho political syKtoin, will 
now assunio tho position for which by nature it is bent adapted, 
mid which is must ooiuhieivo lo Uio gmioral \viMUipi { of Hooloty. 
Its members, indoncndontly of thoir spocinl vocation, will at last 
lakfl a regular and most important part in public lifo, a part which 
will compensate for tho hardships iiisopnmbln from their Booial 
position. Thoir combinoil ixcUon, for from diwUirbin^ Uto ftfllixbHahod 
order of things, will bo its moat solid gnaumloo, from tho fact of 
being moral, not political. And horo wo RCO dollnitoly tho nltom- 
tion which Positivism introdnccft in tho revolutionary concoption 
of tho action of tho working tonnes upon {society. Vor stormy 
discussions about rights, it Bubatilutoa potxcoablo dolltution of dutios. 
It supersedes uaolosa disputes for the possession of power, by in- 
quiring into tlio rules tliat should regulate iU wiso omi)Ioymont, 

Snon wnoo.18 A B "P ori tefol observer ol tho pmscnt fiUito of Ihilige 
ton<ici.aica nf might imagine ouv wovking clftftsca to bo s yot vory 
fflgrtti" ff 11 ' fl ' om tllis frllll >o of mind. JJut ho who looks deeper 
tion. Tboir into the nuestion will eeo that Lho vory oxpovimont 
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which thoy are now trying, of ox lending thnir political 
rights, will soon havo tho offcot of showhvg thcux U\o UoUowiww of 
-a^ remedy which has so slight a boarhiK upon tho objects really 
important to them, Without malting any formal abdication of 
TVRhts, which: might sooni incoiinsloiit with thoir social dignity) 
there is little doubt that thoir instinctive etigaoity will load them 
to-tho still moro offtoAoIous plan of indifforonoo. PositivJam will 
readily convince them tbat whereas spiritual powor, in order to do 
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its \vork, mwt minify in every direction, it is essential to public 
onlof tlmt political power should bo us a ntlo concentrated. And 
Una conviction will grow ll l lfm thmn, as they see moro clearly tlmt 
the primary Ror.inl pruhlmiifl which am vnry properly absorbing 
their attention urn rummlially moral rather tlmn political. 

Olio Htup in thin ilinwlion they bnvo already taken of tlmir own 
accord, though ita importance Ima nob boon duly appreciated. Tho 
well-known flohoini) nf Communism, which ban found BUC)I rapid 
acceptance with thnm, Rorvoa, in the absence "f Bounder, doetrino, 
to oxpvcma tho way in winch lliny aro now looking at Iho groat 
social problem. The uxporinnt'-n of tbo flrt part of tlio llovolulton 
has not yot wholly dina1mod Ihmn of politiniil illusions, but it lias 
at Icftst. Immtfhl them tn foul Unit Property is of move impoitauco 
tlmn Tower in fhn onlinary HCIIHO uf tliu M-onl. .So fnv Communism 
Ima glvon a wiiltir nii'iiiiiiiK In tlm gniat fiocial problem, and lias 
thereby vondfliv.il un nHscntiul Rtirvico, which is not neutralised by 
tlio lomjiomvy druigorn involved in thn mntaphyHical forms in which 
it comoft boforii un. (lommnnifiin fihnuld thornfovo bo carefully 
difltintfninh<!d fnnii thn nnmwoim cixtravagant Bchotnoa brought 
fiH'Wrtnl in thin limn <tf npiritual anarchy; a liinti wliic.h Htimulntoa 
incomiintonl and ilUniinnd jniiidR In the nifint difllcnlt Hubjdcts of 
tlioiiffht. Tho fniilmh RchmncH rnforrcd to bavo HO few dofinitb 
fofituvoa, thnt w litvvo In \iiftUnfiniftK them liy tho unini'-n of l-heu' 
nuthoia. But (InninuiniHin boars tbo name of no sinfjlo author, 
and is aomolliiiiR nuirn than an accidental proiluot of anomalous cir- 
curaataucCH. Wn Hlunild Ionic upon it as tlm natural nrogross in 
the right dirctstion of thn i-ovolutionnry spirit ; progrcsn of a moral 
mthor tlmn inli'lh'i'.lual kind. Tt i a proof that revolutionai-y 
tonclcncina nro iinw conr.niitVFitinK tlmniflolvos upon moral questions', 
leaving all purnly political qupntionn in tlio back-ground. It is 
quite true Unit tlm Hiilutinu of tho problem which Communists aro 
now putting forward, in atill HR pHsonlinlly political as that of thoir 
proilccosfloi-H ; R'HIIIO Llio only modo by wliioh thoy propose to 
rogulato tho omjilriymnnt of property, ifl by a clmngo in tho modo 
of its tonurn. Still it ifl owing to thorn that tho question of pro- 
pavty ia uli lt\nl \tmMglit fnvwiu'd fov diKCusalon -. and it is a question 
which so evidently nowlH a moral Holutton, tho solution of ifc by 
political moann is ut onco so inadnquftto and so dostruotivo, that it 
cannot long roritiuuo to bo dobatod, without loading to tlio more 
satisfactory rcwtlt olVorod by I'oaith'ism. Men will soo that it 
forms a part of tho Html rogonoratiou oE opinion and of life, which 
Positivism in now inaugurating. 
To do justice to Communism, wo must look afc tiio gcmoroua 
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sympathies by which it is inspired, not at Lho shallow theories in 
which those sympathies find expression provisionally, until circum- 
stances cimblo thorn to take somo othor shape. Our working classes, 
caring but very little for metaphysical principle*, do not attach 
nearly the same importance to theso tlicorics an io done by mon of 
literary education. As soon ns tlioy BCD ft bettor way of bringing 
forward tho points on which they huvo wch legitimate claims, 
they will very soon adopt Iho clear and practical conceptions of 
Positivism, which can bo carried out peaceably and permanently, in 
preference to those vague and confused clumoraH, which, na limy 
will instinctively fcol, load only to anarchy. Till thnn they will 
naturally abide by Communism, aa tho only method of bringing 
forward tho most fundamental of social problems in u way which 
there shall bo no evading. Tho very ahum which their present 
solution of tho problem arouses helps to stir public attention, and 
fix it ou this great subject. But for this constant appeal to their 
fears, tho metaphysical delusions and aristocratic solf-sooldng of 
tho governing classes would shelve tho question altogether, or pass 
it by with indifference. Tho errors of Communism muHt bo rectified; 
but there is no necessity for giving up Iho namo, which in a simple 
assertion of tho paramount importance of Social libeling. How- 
over, now that wo have happily passed from monarchy to republi- 
canism, tho namo of Communist is no longer indispensable ; tho 
word Republican expresses the moaning as well, and without tho 
same dangsr. Positivism, then, has nothing to funr from Com- 
munism ; on tho contrary, it will probably ho accepted by most 
Communists among tho working classes, especially in France, whcro 
abstractions have but little influence on minds thoroughly emanci- 
pated from theology. Tho people will gradually find that Iho 
solution of tho groat social problem which Positivibiu offers is bettor 
than tho Communistic solution. 
iia now titio A tendency in this direction bus already shown itself 

of Socialism. Q[ 



working classes have now adopted a now expression, ijurialim, 
thus indicating that they accept tho problem of tho Communists 
while rejecting their solution. Indeed that solution would seem 
to bo_ finally disposed of by tho voluntary exile of their leader. 
Yut, if tho .Socialists at present keep clear of Communism, it is 
only because their position is one of criticism or inaction. If they 
were to succeed to power, with principles so far below tho level of 
their sympathies, tlioy would inevitably fall into tho samo errors 
and extravagances which they now instinctively fool to bo wrong. 
Consequently tho rapid spread of Socialism very naturally alarms 
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tlio upper eliuwoBj mid Llioii- resistance, blind though it bo, in at 
prosont tho only legal guarantee for material ordor. In fact, the 
problem brought forward by Urn Communists admits of no solution 
but their own, HO long na thn revolutionary oonfuuion of temporal 
and spiritual powur continues. Tlun-uforo tho universal blnmo 
that in lavished on those Utopian HC]IUIIICH cannot fail to inspire 
respect for Positivism, IIH thu only doctrine which can preserve 
Western Europe from aomo fiorioiin fittompt tu bring Communism 
into practical operation. Positives aland forward now as tho 
party of coiiHlruotion, with a definite basis for political action ; 
namely, systematic prosecution of tho wims atlompt of mcdiwval 
statosnum to Hupnnitit tlm two aooinl powcrn. On this basis they 
aro onahliid Lf> KitLJHfy tlu> Poor, and at tho enmo time tu rostoro tho 
confidunc.o of bhuJlioh. It is a Ihml solution of our dinicnltica 
which will miller thn til leu o -which wo Imvo boon speaking un- 
iiccoHSAi-y. HtHpinng tho old word Jlrjmbtican of any faluo meaning 
at prownt atlnoluid to it, wo may rultiiii it as tho best expression 
of tho social ftympulluYH on which the rogonoration of society 
depends. _ b'oi 1 th npinioiiK, nmunnrn, and ovou institutions of 
future Hooioty, l^mtimd is thu oidy word miiliiblo. 

The poculiiiv rciility of J'limtivimii, and its inviiriiil)lo 
tendency to concuntiatn mu- intnlli-uLuul powers iqiou i u !u po L V iuro 
social (jiuwlioiiH, aro attribute^, both uf which involve ?Sa control' 
its adoiiliun of tho cHHWilinl jirincipli! of Uoiuniunimn ; 
that principlo lining, that I'ropuity in in ila naturo social, and that 
it noada control. 

Property has boon orrunooiiBly roprosontod by moat modern 
jurists as conferring an absolute right upon tho possessor, irro- 
spcclivuly of tho good ot had uso made of it. Tliia view is 
instinctively ftilt by tho working classic to bo unsound, and all 
true philosophers will agrao with tlmm. It is an anti-social theory, 
duo historically to nxaggoratud reaction against previous logialation 
of a peculiarly uppnisHivo kind, but it has no real foundation 
either in justice or in fact. Property can neither ho created, nor 
ovou transmitted by tho solo agency of Ha possessor. Tho co- 
operation of tho public is ulwnyn necessary, whether in tho 
assertion of thu gemu'iil priiiciplo or in tho application of it to 
each special oana Thorcfuro tho tenure of property is not to ho 
regarded aa a purely individual right. In ovary ago and in ovary 
country tho slato has intervened, to a greater or loss degree, making 
property subservient to social requirements!. Taxation evidently 
gives tho public an interest in the privnto fortune of each indi- 
vidual j an interest which, mateiul of diminishing with tho progress 
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of civilization, has boon always on tlio increase 1 , especially j n 
modern times, now Hint the connection of each member of society 
with tlio whole is becoming more apparent. The practice of con- 
fiscation, wliic.h also is in universal uso, shows thai, in certain 
extreme cases tlio community considers itself authorisod to assume 
entire possession of private property. Confiscation has, it is true, 
been abolished for a time in .France. But this isolated exception 
is duo only to the abuses which recently Accompanied tlio exercise 
of what was in itself an undoubted right; mid it will hardly 
survive when tlio cruises which led to it nro forgotten, and the 
power winch introduced it has passed away. Jn their abstract 
views of property, then, Communists tiro perfectly nblo to maintain 
their ground against tho jurists. 

They are right, again, in dissenting as deeply as they do from 
tho Economists, who lay it down aa an absolute principle that tho 
application of wcnltli should bo entirely unrestricted l>y society, 
'i'his orror, like Iho 0110 just spoken of, is aUributablo to instances ol 
unjustifiable intorforoncc. Hut it is utterly opposed to all sound 
philosophical teaching, although it ban a coiluhi appearance of 
truth, in BO far as it recognises tho subordination of social pheno- 
mena to mtural IIYWB. lint the Economists scorn lo Imvo adopted 
this important principle only to show how incapablo they aro of 
comprehending it. llefovc \\vay applied Iho conception ot Law to 
the higher phenomena of nature, they ought lo have made thorn- 
solves well acquainted with its, ici\mng, J\R qipUo.d to the low&v 
and more simple phenomena. Not having done ao, they have been 
utterly blind to tho fact that tho Order of ualuvo bcccmcB move 
mid more modifiable as it grows more complicated. This conception 
lies at tho very root of our whole practical life ; thorofovo nothing 
can excuse tho metaphysical school of Kconomista for systematically 
resisting tho intervention of human wiedom in tho various depart- 
ments of social action. That the movement of society is subject 
to natural laws is certain ; but this truth, instead of inducing us 
toabandon^all efforts to modify society, should rnlhor lead to a 
wiser Application of such efforts, since they arc at once more 
efficacious, and more necessary in social phenomena than in any 
other. 

So far, therefore, the fundamental principle of Communism is 
ono which tho Positivist school must obviously adopt. Positivism 
not only confirms this principle, but widens its scopo, by showing 
its application to other departments of human life; by insisting 
that, not wealth only, but that all our powers shall bo dovotcd in 
tho true republican spirit to tho continuous service of tho com- 
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mnnity. The long period of involution which has elapsed sinco 
Uio Middle Ages has encouraged individualism in tlio moral world, 
as in tlio intellectual it has fostered Llio specialising tendency. But 
boUi are equally inconsistent with Iho final order of modern society. 
In nil hi'iillhy conditions of Ituiimnity, tlio citizen, whatever liie 
position, 1ms boon rogiivded as ft public functionary, whoso duties 
and claims were dclm-mincd moro or ICSH distinctly by his faculties. 
Tlio cape of property is certainly no exception to tins general prin- 
ciple. Proprietorship IK rpgardi'.d by thn Positwist as an important 
social funulion; thn function, namely, of creating uwl artmiiiiatcring 
that cajiilal l>y niPdiis of which nar.h generation Jays the foundation 
for tlio opcniliorm of its m\ctp.?9or. This is the only tonablo view 
of jtroporty ; and iviHoly interpret!, it is one wliich, while on- 
noblhi" to ila poawssov, docn not oxcludo a duo incnsnvo of 
frocdom. II will in fm-.t jilaco hie position on a Hnnor baaia than 
ovov. 
31ut Uio ogroonmnt lioro pointed, out bohvccn aocio- n L , 

, . , . " 1,1 l , ..,. . lint Ponltlv- 

logicftl Rciftuco tmu Uio mionUucouft umpn-aUous ot 5Hiiivoiv.ctaiiio 

popular judgni^nl-, gonn no farther. J'oftiliviflU accept, i;^" 11 " 1 /' 1 ^ 

mid indeed (uilnv#! Urn pvogmuuuft of CommuuiBiu ; v 01 '^ 1 "- ''- 

IHI t wo rojcct its i>iMt!tical Rolntion on the ground cnntrrmcd by 

that it if at our.o iu;idfinaLo und Huhvorsivo, Tho t'lff-iiimtiosai 

,..,.,., , , i i .. i M ngunuloa. 

chief (Ulloioiujo bnt\vt!(Ui nur own wiliHion nnrl theirs 
is that wo HuliFitiliiLo moral n^oncicH for political. 'J.'lius wo come 
again to our ItNulinj,' juinnipln of fiopfimting RpiviLun.1 from temporal 
power; a principle wliicli, dim'n^ixrdt'il as it 1ms hitherto been in 
the uyHlom of nindnru rcnovatorfl, will bo found in ovory-ono of 
the important problems of our time to bo the solo possible isano. 
Ju thn i>rpRont cnso, while throwing flucli light on the fallacy of 
Goimnnniflm, it nliould load UH to nxcuso the fallacy, by reminding 
us that politicianH of every nnernditod school are equally guilty of 
it. At a time when there are so very few, even of cultivated 
minds, who hnvo n dear conco]ition of this tlio primary principle 
of modern poliUcn, it would be harsh to blame the pnoplo for still 
accepting a result of revolutionary empiricism, which is so univer- 
sally adopted by other classou. 

I need not enter hero inlo any detailed criticism of Uio Utopian 
eoliomo of Plato. It was conclusively refuted twenty-two centuries 
ago, by tlio great Aristotle, who thus exemplified the organic 
character, by which, oven in its earliest manifestations, the Positive 
spirit is diaf.ingimhcd. In modern Communism, moreover, there 
is one fatal inconsistency, which while it proves tlio nttor weakness 
of the system, toatilloa at tho Bamo time to the honourable character 



of tho motives from which it arose. Mndovn Cuniinnintnn differs 
from tho ancient, aa expounded by l?luto, in not. limiting woman 
and childron common as well us property ; a rtwilt to wliicli tho 
principle itself obviously lends. Yet this, Iho only comristuia view 
of Communism, is adopted by nono but n -vwcy few lilnrnry won, 
whoso uffeclious, iu themselves too fcoblo, linvo boon perverted by 
vicious intellectual training Out- untaught pro 1 elm-inn, who nro 
the only Communists worthy our consideration, nvo nobly incon- 
sistent in this respect. Indivisible ris thuir ovmnocnis aywtum is, 
they only adopt that side of id which toudion OH their social re- 
quirements. Tho other side is ropugnant lo till Lhoir highest instincts, 
and they utterly repudiate H. 

Without discussing those chhnoviiml sv.hcmoH in vlwliul, it will bo 
well to expose tho errors inliorcnt in tho method (if ron^nm^ ivhiclt 
leads to thorn, bccnuso tlioy nro common to all tho oUioi projircssivo 
schools, tho Poaitivisl, school oxccplcil. Thd inifitnlvo cimsiats in 
tlio firat place, in tliavegavding ov uvn duyin^ th nnUiv;il Iftwa 
wliich regulate social yhcnomoim ; nnd aecondly, in resorting to 
political ftgnncics whonj moral ngoncy is tho rwil tiling nucdcd. 
Tlio inadequacy and tho danger til the variouH utupiini systems 
which wo no^Y soUing \ip Uieiv rival cliumw Lu hriuK uhout the 
regeneration of society, arc all attributable in reality to thcso two 
closoly-connoctod errors. For tho sake of clutirncas, I sliall conthiuo 
to refer specially Lo Communism as tlio nioal jn'oinincnl of those 
systems. But. it will bo easy to extend Llw heaving of my remnvka 
to all tho rust. 

individual- The ignorance of llio true laws of social life under 
Um\fl t n8 t n f occ^ w bich CommunisU labour is evident in their dungoroiis 
B<iry na co- tendency to supnvcss individualily. Kot only do they 
ojiovot on- ignore tho inherent preponderance in our nature of tlio- 
jiorsonnl instincts; but they forgot that, in tho collcctivu Organism, 
Ihoaopavation of functions ia a fwUmo fio Inss csanntial limn tho 
co-operation of functions. Suppose for a moment thai the con- 
nection between men could bo made such that Lhoy woro physically 
inseparable, as lias hocn actually llio caso with twins in certain 
cases of monstrosity ; society would obviously bo impossible. 
ExUayagant os this supposition is, it may illustrate tho fact that 
in social life individuality cannot bo dispensed with. It is necoa- 
fiavy in order to admit of that variety of siimiHanooiw offorla wliioli 
constitutns the immoiiso eujiorioiity of tho Soaial Ovgnniam ovov 
every individual life. The great problem for man is to harmonize, 
as far as possible, tho freedom resulting from isolation, with tlio 
equally urgent necessity lor convergence. To dwell exclusively 
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upon tlio necessity of convergence would tend to undermine not 
merely our practical energy, ''Ht- o'H- truo dignity; since it would 
<lo away with llio soimo of personal reaponsibility. In exceptional 
cases whovQ life ia spent in fnvccd aubjeelion lo domestic authority, 
the comforts of homo arc often not, nnoiigli to prevent existence 
from booming on intolerable burden, simply from tlio want of 
sufficient independence. Wlmfc would it bo, then, if everybody 
stood in a similar pasition of dependence towards a community 
that was indifferent to his happiuws? Yet no less a danger than 
this would bo tlio rosuH of adopting any of those Utopian schemes 
winch pacrifico trim lihm-Ly to uncontrolled equality, or oven to an 
exaggerated aonso of fraternity. Wide ns the divcrgonco between 
Positivism and tho Economic schools is, Posittvists adopt sub- 
sUmlinlly tlio sU-itLuvos which they have piwsod upon Coiiummism; 
oapncinlly tlioso of Duuoyor, thoiv most advanced writer. 

Thoro is nnothor iwinfc iu which Communism is U 1 ) ?ca"iu3 ; ro ' 
oqually itifiouaistmit with tlio laws of Socioloj;^, Aot- utua oa wall 
jug under falfto vinwe of the constitution of our modern M Wftr - 
industrial flystoti, it proposes to remove its dime tors, who form so 
essential a part of it. An army can no more exist without officers 
thnn without soldiers; and this elementary truth holds good of 
Industry IIH well as of War. Tho organization of modorn industry 
hna not boon found pmctic.ablu aa yot ; but tho gonn of such 
orgfmiwition lies unquestionably in tlio division which lias arisen 
spontaneously botwoim Capitalist mid Workman. No great works 
could bo undertaken if oacli worker wore also to bo a director, or if 
tho iimniifjomont, instead of hoi UK llxcd,woro ontniRted to a nnssivo 
and irresponsible body. It is evident that under tho present system 
of industry thorn is a tendency to ti constant enlargement of under- 
takings : cacli Jroah istop loads at once to still further extension. 
Now this tendency, so far from being opposed to tlio interests of 
tho working classes, is a condition which will most seriously facili- 
tate tho real organi/ation of our material existence, as soon as wo 
have a moral authority competent to control it. For it is only tho 
larger employers that the spiritual power can hope to penetrate with 
a strong and habitual KOIIBO of duty to their subordinates. Without 
a suffioiont concern tra lion of material power, tho moans of satisfying 
tho claims of morality would bo found wanting, except at such 
exorbitant sacrifices as would bo incompatible with all industrial 
progress. This is tho wonk point of ovory plan of reform which 
limits itself to tho mode of acquiring power, whother public power 
or private, instead of aiming at controlling its use in whosovor 
hands ib may bo placed. It loads to a waste of those forces -which, 
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! b wt ll3t rle ' 11 ' n l ' 10 wmlt * l n 'l )01 ' fl c i c t '' io teaching, Lo a very 
flp wrong viow both of tho nnluro of tho disease and of its 

lomedy. A heavier reproach against it in, Umt ii\ ouo point it shows 
a manifest insufficiency of social infltinet. Communists boast of 
their spirit of social union; bit they limit it to Iho union of tho 
present generation, stopping short of historical continuity, which 
yot is tho principal charao tons tie of Humanity. "When tlicy have 
matured their moral growtli, and have followed out in Time Umt 
connection which at present Lhoy only rocogniso in Space, they will 
at onto soo tho necessity of tliosro general conditions which at pvo- 
sont they would reject. They will understand tho iinportnnco of 
inhoritanco, as the natural menus hy which each generation trans- 
mits lo its successor tho result of its own labours anil tliu moans of 
improving thorn, Tho necessity of inheritance, a9 lar s Lho com- 
munity is concerned, ia evident, and its oxlonsioit to tho individual 
is an obvious consequence. But whatever ropruaclioe Communists 
may dcacwo in this respect two equally t\pplieablo to all tlio other 
progressive sects. They are all pervaded by an anti-historic spirit, 
which leads them to conceive of Society as though it had no ances- 
tors ; and this, although their own ideas foi 1 tho moat part can have 
no bearing except upon posterity. 

in foot as n Serious as those errors are, a pliilosophio mind will 
yatom, 'it is treat the Communism of our day, BO far as it is adopted 
ttawSprornw- * n SO Q ^ 'aitU, with itululgoiico, whoUior ho look at tho 
ted : by noblo motives from which it arose, or at tlio practical results 

6 n88 ' which will follow from it. It ia hardly fair to criticise 
tho intrinsic merits of a doctrine, tho whole moaning and value of 
which are relative to tho peculiar phase of society in which it is 
proposed. Communism has in its own way discharged nn important 
function. It has brought prominently forward tlio greatest of social 
problems; and, if wo except tho recent FasiUvUli explanation, its 
mode of stating it has never boon surpassed. And lot no one sup- 
pose, that it would liuvo boon enough simply to atato tho problem, 
without hazarding any solution of it. Thoso who think ao do not 
understand the exigencies of man's feeble intellect. In far easier 
subjects than this, it is impossible to give prolonged attention to 
questions whibh nro simply asked, without any attempt to answer 
them. Suppose, for instance, that Gall and Brousaaffl had limited 
themselves to a simple statement of their groat problems without 
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venturing on any solution. ; thciv principles, however incontestable, 
would have boon barren of result, for want of thai motive power of 
renovation which nothing can givo but a systematic solution of 
some kind ov othov, Iwmmlous as the attempt mmt be at first. 
How it ia hardly likely that wo should bo able to ovaclo tins condi- 
tion of our niontnl faculties in subjects whicli tiro not only of the 
highest difficulty, but also moro exposed than any others to the 
influence of passion. Besides, when wo compnro tho errors of 
Communism with those of other social doctrines which have recently 
received olueial sanction, wo shall foel more disposed to palliate 
thorn. Aro they, for instance, more shallow and move really dan- 
gerous than tho absurd and chimerical notion which was accepted 
in Vrnnco for a whole generation, and is still uphold by so many 
political Lonchora; tho notion that tho groat Revolution has found 
its final issue in tho constitutional system of government, a system 
peculiar to England during her stngo ol transition? Moreover, our 
so-called conservatives only escape tho errors of Communism by 
evading or ignoring its problems, though they arc becoming every 
day more urgent. "Whenever they am induced to deal with thorn, 
they render thomsolvos litiblo to oxnctly the same dangers, dangers 
common to all schools which reject the division of tho two powers, 
and which consequently are for over trying to make legislation do 
tho work of morality. Accordingly wo eoo tho governing classes 
now-a-days upholding institutions of a thoroughly Communist, 
character, such as alme-housus, foundling hospitals, etc. ; while 
popular fooling strongly and rightly condemns such institutions, as 
being incompatible with that healthy growth of homo affection 
winch should be common to all ranks. 

"\Voro it not that Communism is provisionally useful in, antagon- 
ising other dootrines equally erroneous, it would liavo, then, no real 
importance, oxcupt that duo to tho motives which originated it ; 
aiuco its practical solution is far too chimerical and subversive over 
to obtain acceptance. Yet, from tho high morality of Ihcso mo- 
tives, it will probably maintain and increase its influence until our 
working men flud that their wants can bo more oflcotimlly satisfied 
by gentler and surer moans. Our republican system sooms at first 
sight favourable to tho scheme ; but it cannot fail soon to have tho 
rovorso ollbot, because, while adopting tho social principle which 
constitutes tho real merit of Communism, it repudiates its mis- 
chievous illusions. In franco, at all events, whore- property is so 
easy to acquire and is consequently so generally enjoyed, tho doc- 
trino caimot load to much practical harm ; rather iU reaction will 
bo beneficial, because it will fix men's minds more seriously on tho 
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just claims of tho People. Tlio danger is for greater in other parts 
of "Western Europe; especially in England, whoro avistoovalic intlii- 
cnco is less undorniincd, ond where consequently tho working classes 
are loss advanced and more oppressed. Anil oven in Catholic 
countries, where individualism and finarchy hnvo boon mot by <i 
truer sunso of fraternity, CommiinUlio disturbances can only bo 
avoided ihmlly by a move rapid lUssomi nation of Positivism, which 
will ultimately dispel nil social tloluaiona, by ottering the Irwo soh\- 
tion of tho questions that gave rise to them. 

Tho imtnro of tho evil shows us at onco that tho romotly wo seek 
must bo almost entirely of a mom) kind. This truth, based as it is 
on real knowledge of hnmim nature, tho people will soon come to 
feel instinctively. Ami horo Communists am, without knowing it, 
preparing Uw way for tho ascendancy of Positivism, They arc 
forcing upon men's notice in tho strongest possible wtiy a pvoblom 
to which no prrtccnblo and aalisfnotovy solution can lio given, oxcopt 
by the now pliilosophy. 

Propoi-ty IB That philosophy, abandoning all useless and irritating 
ninibito tnist, discussion as to tho oi'iciiL of wonltli and tho extent 01 

iioltoboiistor- .. . . o, , . i i i i 

ferod with ID- its poascssion, pvocooas at onco to tho moral rules wmcli 
edly - sliould rcgulalo it as a social function. Tho distribu- 

tion of power among men, of nmtGml power c&pucitUly, Hca BO fur 
beyond our moans o{ iniorvontion, that to sot it boforo a na our 
raain objcot to rectify tlio defects ol tho natural order in this respect, 
would ho to waste our short life in barren and in tor in in able die-' 
putes. Tho chiof concern of tho public is that powor, in whosovor 
hands it may bo placed, should bo exorcised for their benefit; and 
this is a point to winch wo may direct our oflbrtH with for greater 
effect. Besides, by regulating tho employment of wealth, wo do, 
indirectly, modify its tenwe; for the modo in which wealth ie held 
has, some secondary inflvionco over tho right nso of it, 

Tho regulations required should bo moral, not political in thoir 
source ; general, not special, in thoir application. Xhoso who accept 
them will do so of thoir own froo will, under tho influence of thoir 
education. Thus thoir obcdionco, while steadily maintained, will 
have, as Aristotle long ago observcd t tho merit of voluntary notion 1 . 
By conv6rting private property into a public function, wo would 
subject jt to no tyrannical interference ; for this, by tho destruction 
of free impulse and responsibility, 'would prove moat deeply dograd- 
ing to man's character. Indeed, tho comparison of proprietors with 
public functionaries will frequently bo applied in tho inverse sonsoj 
with the view, that is, of strengthening tho latter rather than of 
weakening the former. Tho true principle of republicanism is, that? 
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all forces shall work together for tho common good. With tliia 
view wo Imvo on the one hand, to dolorniino precisely what it is 
that tho common goml requires; and on tho other, to develop tlio 
temper of mind moat likely lo satisfy tho requirement. Tho condi- 
tions reqw&ilft for UIC.RO Uvo objects aro, a recognised Codo of prin- 
ciples, an adequate Kducation, and a healthy direction of Public 
Opinion. For finch conditions wo must look principally to tho 
philosophic body which Positivism proposes to establish nt tho apex 
of modern society. Doubtless this purely moral influence- would 
not bo sufficient of itself. Human frailty is such thai Government, 
in tho ordinary sense of tho word, will hove as before to repress 
by foico the moro palpahlo and more dangerous class of doliuquon- 
cios. .Hut this additional control, though necessary, will not fill so 
important a phico as it did in tho Middle Ages under tho sway of 
Catholicism. .Spiritual rewards and punishments will preponderate 
over temporal, in proportion as human development evokes a stronger 
6m\8o of Uiu Uos which \inito ouch with all, by tho thro&fold, bond 
of Fooling, Thought, and Action. 
Positivism, bninu moro pacific and moro efficacious , it>oiiinnco 

, N ' . n , L ,-111 lavum-niilo to 

than Communism, because moro true, is also broader its ii fi ht om- 
and more complete in its solution of groat social prob- i llo i' mimt - 
loms. 'Die superficial view o! property, springing too often from 
envious motives, which condemns Inheritance because it admits of 
possession without labour, is not Rubvnr&ivo mevoly, but, ntivvow. 
From tho moral point of view wo see at once tho radical weakness 
of these empirical ropron olios. They show blindness to tho fact 
that this mode of transmitting wealth is really that which is most 
likely to call out- tho temper requisite for its right employment 
It saves tho mind and the heart from tho nicim and sordid habits 
which are so often engendered by slow accumulation of capital. 
Tlio man who is born to wealth is moro likely to fool tho wish to 
bo respected. And thus those whom we are inclined to condemn 
as idlers may very easily become tho most useful of the rich classes, 
under a wise reorganization of opinions and habits. Of courso too, 
since with tho advance of Civilization the difficulty of living with- 
out intUwlvy incvotttscs, tho class that wo rvvo speaking of b&comea 
moro and more exceptional. In every way, then, it is a most 
BorionB mistake to wish to upset society on account of abuses which 
are already in course of removal, and which admit of conversion to 
a most beneficial purpose. 

Again, another feature in which tho Positivist solu- 
Lion surpasses the Communist, in tho remarkable com- control us 

i. '.. i... rt i i much 
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other power that man possesses; and ugpccmliy with Uio powers of 
intellect; yet those our visionaries mako not lh snmlluat attempt 
to rectify. Positivism being tho only duclrmo Unit ombrncos tho 
whole sphere of human existence, is Uioicforc the only doclvino 
that can elevate Social Fooling to ils proper ])lnc(!, by extending it 
to all departments of human activity without exception. Idonlili- 
cation, in a moral sonso, of private functions with public duties is 
even moro necessary in tho case of tho nciuntilic man or tho urtist, 
than in that of tho proprietor ; Vhothov wo louk i\t tho HUUVCO from 
which his powers proceed, or at the ohjoct to whidi thriy should bo 
directed. Yet tho men who wish to make inalor'ml wuultli common, 
tho only land of wealth tlmt can bo hold cxchmivoly by 1111 indivi- 
dual, never extend their. Utopian Hcbomo to intellectual weiilth, in 
which it would bo far movo admissible. In fi\ct tho npnstlos of 
Communism ofton como forward as zealous supporters of what they 
call literary property. Such inconsistencies sliow thu sluillowncss 
of tho system ; it proclaims its own fiiilnro in tho vory eases tlmt 
are most favourable for its application. Tho extension of llio prin- 
ciple hovo suggested would cxpoao nt onco llu> inuxptulnmcy of 
political regulations on tho subject, and tho nec-CHsit-y of moral 
rules; for these nml these only can ensure the right uso of all our 
faculties without distinction. Intellectual cllbi-t, to be of any value, 
must bo spontaneous j and it is doubtless an instinctive sense of 
this tvuth which prevents Communists from auhjei:iii)K JnlollecUinl 
faculties to their Utopian regulations. But Positivism can deal with 
those- faculties whiuh stand in tho most urgent ucod of wiso direc- 
tion, without inconsistency and without disturbance. It leaves to 
them thc-ir fair measure of free action ; and in tho cnso of other 
faculties which, though, loss eminent, ixvo himlly leas ihni(;ovon8 Vo 
repress, it strengthens thoii- freedom. Whoii n pure morality arises 
capable of impressing a social tendency upon ovory phaoo of huhian 
activity, tho freer our fiction becomes tho more useful will it bo .to 
tho public. Tho tendency of modern civilization, far from impeding 
private industry, is to cntvmt it mow and movo with functions, 
especially with those of a material kind, which woro originally loft 
to government. Unfortunately this tendency, which is very evi- 
dent, leads economists into tho mistake of supposing lhat industry 
may ho left altogether without organization. AH tlmt it really 
proves is that tho influence of moral principles is gradually piopon- 
aeratmg over tlmt of governmental regulations. 
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Tho method whicli is peculiar to Positivism of solving Action of or- 
our great social problems by moral agencies, will bo K 11 " 1 ^* 1 P ub " 
found applicablo also to tho sotllomont of industrial cniiit'ii'isu!' ' 1 
disputes, so far no the popular claims involved tiro well stHk B - 
founded. Tlio.sc claims will thus become clear from all tendency 
to disorder, und will consequently gain immensely in force; especi- 
ally when llicy arc scon to ]jo consistent with principles wbich are 
freely acccptm! by all, and when they arc supi)orted by a philo- 
sopluc body of known impartiality and enlightenment. This spivi- 
tual power, wbilo improving on tho pnoplo tho duty of respecting 
tboir tomporal leaders, will impose duties upon tbcso latter, which 
they will find impossible to cvado. As all clnssus will have received 
a common education, tboy will all alike bo penetrated with tho 
general principles on -which these special obligations will rest. 
And these weapons, dnrived from no source but that of Feeling and 
lloaaon, and aided solely by Public Opinion, will wield an influence 
over practical life, of which nothing in the present day can give- any 
conception. Wo might compare it with the influence of Catholicism 
in Urn Middle- Ages, only that men am too apt to attribute the 
results of Catholicism to the chimerical hopes und fears which ib 
inspired, ralher than to tho energy with which praise and blamo 
wore distributed. "With the new apiiitual power praise and blaino 
will form tho only resource; but it will bo dovoluped and consoli- 
dated to a degree which, as I Imvo before shown, was impossible 
for Catholicism. 

Thin is the only real solution ot the disputes that aro so constantly 
arising between work men and their employers. .iJoth parties will 
look to this philosophic) authority as a supremo court of arbitration. 
In estimating its importance, ivo must not forgot that tho antagon- 
ism of employer and employed has not yet been pushed to its full 
eorisoqttonujtt. Tho hUvifiglo between wcnllh ami numbers would 
liavo been fav jnoro serious, but for tho ftict that combination, 
without which there can be no struggle worth npcaking of, has 
hitherto only boon permitted to tho capitalist. It is true lhat in 
England combinations of workmen aro not legally prohibited. 7mb 
in. tVuxl country they arc not yet suflkicutly emancipated cither 
Intellectually or morally, to make such use of tho power as would bo 
tho case in Franco. "When French workmen aro allowed to concert 
their plans as freely as their employers, tho antagonism of interests 
that will then arise will make both sides fcol tho need of a moral 
power to arbitrate between them. Not that tho conciliating influ- 
ence of such a power will over bo such as to do away entirely with 
extreme measures ; but it will greatly restrict their application, and 
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in cnsos wherft they two mm voidable, will milignlo tliotv PXCP.BRCS. 

Such measures should bo limited on both sides In refusal of co-oper- 

ation ; n power which ovory frco ngoul outfit I" bo allowed to 

exorcise, on his own personal rrspoiiKibility, with tho objrot of 

impressing on those who ftvo IvontiuR him unjustly tlio im\iorUnco 

of the services which ho lias boot rondoring. The workman is not 

to bo compelled to work any morn than tho wvpilnliRt to direct. 

Any abuso of this extreme pi'olost on cither sldo will of course bo 

disapproved by tho riiovnl power; h\>t tho oplion of making Uio 

protest is nlways to bo reserved to (-ach cloini-nt in tlin cnllnctivo 

organism, by virtno of Ins iidUivnl indnpomk-iu-n. In tho most 

sottlcd times functionaries havo alwixya IKJOII iillowcil to (Wfipcml 

their services on special occasions. K wnn dono frnqunntly in the 

Middle Ages by pricst-s, professor?, jud^oa, flt. All wi; Jmvo to do 

is to regulate this privilege, and omMody it- into tho industrial system. 

This will bfi one of the fecoiidfiry duties of tho philosophic hody, 

who will naturally bo consulted on must of thepn occ-iiHimiP, IIH on 

alJ others of public, or private momnnt. TJio fornml function which 

it may give to a suspension or positive prohibition of work would 

render such a measure fur inoro eUer.tivptlmn il is at }>rcnoiH. Tho 

L'ho operation ol tho monsuro IB hut [icrtiiil atprnsiiiiL, luititiiiiMhl in 

this way extend, (iral to all who bolong to tlio miniu trtulu, thon to 

otlior branches o industry, and ov(<n ultimately to ovm-y AVostom 

nation that acco])Ls tho same spiritual guides. Of conrHo poraons 

who think themselves aggrieved may always resort Lo this extreme 

course on their own responsibility, against tho advice of tlio philo- 

sophic body. True spiritual power confines ilscH In tfivhttf counsel; 

it novnr commands. But in such cnses, unless tho advicn fjivon by 

the philosophers lins boon wrong, the euspniimon nf work is not 

liknly to bo sufficiently general to bring abouL any important result. 

Tin's theory of trade-unions is, in fact, in tho industrial world, 

what the power of insurrection is with rogard to tho highur social 

functions; it is an ultimate resource which ovory collective organ- 

ism must reserve. Tho principle is tho samo in tho simpler and 

more ordinary cases as in tlio moro unusual and impnrtixnl,. In 

both the intervention of tho philosophic body, whether solicited 

nr not, whether its purpose bo to organize popular- ollorl* or to voproea 

it, will largely influonco tho result. 

Wo aro now in a position to stale with more precision tho main 
practical diuorenc-o between Lho jiolicy of Positivism, and that of 
Communism or of Socialism. All progress ivo political aahnols 
agree in concentrating their attention u]ion tho piohlom, How to 
.give tho people their proper placo as a component olomoiil of modorn 
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Society, which ever sinco tlio Middle Ages hns boon (ending tnoi-a 
and num> distinctly to iU normal inoilo of existence. '1'hoy also 
ngrco Unit Lho two ^roat requirements of the working classes arc, 
tho ortfmiixntion "f -Kducation, and tlm oiuumilion of Labour. 
But hero thmr ajjriiuiiiont muls. AVliiMi the means of drccUiif; thcso 
two objects hnvo lo bu considered, Posilivisls find themselves at 
issmo with till other Progressive schools. They iniiinlaiu tlint the 
oi^fiiii/iilion of Industry must be h;im>d upon the organization of 
Kdumlion. II is commonly supposed thut both nisiy bi> begun 
BiiiuiltuiKioitHly : or indeed tliat .(.iibinu- nmy i)u organized irrcs- 
pcctlvnly of rAlui'iittuii. It nmy HI-OIII as if wo urn milking too 
nnich of a mcrti (jui'MLiou of aimn^onu'nt ; yot the iliU'iironco is ono 
whic.h alTiicts tlm wholu cluinmLor tnul niutliod uf sudal rocon- 
alnicl-ifin. Tim plun iwimlly fullowoil IH si)jj)y u rcpclilion of tlio 
olil atli!inili to reconstruct politically, without wditluf? for Hjiirituul 
reconstruction ; in othoi- wonlfj, to raiso tlio social cclilieo boforo its 
tuul and moral foundatioim have boon laid. Hcnco tho 
H lumlii lo witiBfy popular roipiiruiuunta by mcmmrns of u 
purely political kind, boi:iiiiKo l,lmy ii])pi:nr to mnut tho ovil directly ; 
a course whit'li M na iiHideHH 119 it IH dcsl motive. Positivism, on tho 
contrary, sulistiLuLi-H fin 1 audi aj^uncicsi, an inllupnc,o which is euro 
and pcitcrfnl, although it lio gradual and indin-ct ; tlio induonco of 
a moro ciiJi^Mniicil morality, supported by a pumr fllntu of Public 
Opinion ; suc-h opinion bcin^ or^ani/i:d by conipotrnt inimls, and 
difluHcd freely aini)np[nt the puuplo. In fact, llio wholo quostion, 
whether tho KoluUon of Iho twofold problem boforo m is to bo 
ompiricnl, j-uvolntiojinry, and thorol'oro cmilincd winply to J'Vanco; or 
wliother it in lo ho coiiHmlcnt, pacific, and applicable to tlio whojo 
of "Western iluu'opn, dopoiulB upon tho profortnco or tho poatpono- 
mont of tho or^am/ntion of Labour Lo thn organ ixation of Kducation. 

Thiw conr.luHion involvos a brief explanation of tho 
general ftystmn of oducntion wliich Positivism will n^'^at ^ 
inlroduco. Tln tho now spiritual iiower regards as its imud u\wn ft 

IP,. , i, , re , f R'niiiil byslom 

principal function, tuul tm us moat clncicml means ol [ ijducation. 
Butiafying tho working claasca in all reasonable demands. 

Tt was tliu (.'mit aooift! virtue of Catholicism, (.hat it introduced 
for tho lirst Limn, aa far as circ-unia Unices jiormitted, a flystom of 
education common to all olassctt without distinction, not excepting 
even thoso who wciro still tilavos. It was a vast undertaking, yot 
ossoii tifil to its jjtirposo of Joinuling a spiritual power which was to 
bo independent of tlio temporal power. Apart from its temporary 
viiluo, it has loft UB ono imperishable principle, namely that in 
all education worthy of tho name, moral training should bo regarded 
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aaof greater importance tliun scientific teaching. Catholic educa- 
tion, however, was tif course oxtnmicly defnr.tivn ; nwiiu,' partly lo 
the circa met at i ccs of llm time, and partly In llm vi-aknoss of tlio 
doctrine on whii;h it raited. Having vcfcvmmi ivhnmt nxchtsivoly 
to tlio oppressed masses, tho principal IPHSOU which it taught was 
the duty of nlinost passive resignation, with tlio exception of 
certain obligations imposed upon rulers. Inlolloctual culture in 
any tmc scnso Uicvo \vns none. All tluft wua natural in ft faith 
which directed men's highest efforts lo an obji-tit unconnected with 
social lifo, and which taught that all llm phenomena of niituro wore 
rognlfilecl by fin impenotrablo Will, Cntliolic .lulucation wan con- 
acquontly quite umuitcd to any period hut tho IMiddlo A^cti ; ft 
period during which tho advanced ' portion of Humanity was 
gradually ridding ilsolf of tho ancient institution of slavery, "by 
commuting il- first into &cvfdom, V\H tx pv(\liuiumvy Htop to ontivo 
persoiidl freedom. In the ancient world Catholic education would 
have been too revolutionary; at tho present timo it would ho Horvilo 
and inadcquaLo, IU function was that of directing tho long and 
difficult transition from tho social Ufa tit Antiquity to that of 
Modern times. Personal emancipation onco obtained, tho working 
classes began to develop their powers and viso to their true position 
aa a class ; and tlioy soon became conscioufi of intnlloctnal and 
social wants which Catholicism was wholly inclinable- of eatinfy- 

in & . 

And yet this is ttic only real system of universal education which 
tho world has hithcvlo seen. For wo cannot givo that ntuno to tho 
so-called University system which metaphysicians began to introduco 
into Europe at tho close of tho Middle Agos j and which ofibrcd 
littlo more than tho special instruction previously given to tho 
priesthood ; that is, the study oE tlio Latin language, with tho 
dialectical training required for the dofonco of. thoir doctrines. 
Morals wore untaught except as a part of tho training of tho pro- 
fessed theologian. All Una motnphyaicnl nnd lituvory instruction 
was of no great service to social evolution, except BO far as it 
developed tho critical power j it had, however, a certain indirect 
influonce on tho constructive movement, especially on tho develop, 
ment of Art. But its defects, both, m-acticul imd theoretical, luwo 
been made more ovidont by its application to now classes of society, 
whoso occupations, whether practical or speculative, required a vory 
different kind of training. And thus, -while claiming tho title of 
Universal, it never readied tho working classes, ovon in Protestant 
countries, whore each believer became to a certain oxtout his own 
priost. 
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Tho theological method being obsolete, nml the metaphysical 
method itiinlcf|UiiLr, tlio tusk of f omul ing an cfhY.iont system of 
popular education belongs Lo Positivism ; the only iloclrino cnpablo 
of reconciling thcso two orders of conditions, tho intellectual and 
tho moral, which arc equally necessary, but winch mnco tho Middle 
Agoa have always proved incompatible. 1'ositivist education, 
while securing tlio Huprnmany of the In-art ovr.r tlio understanding 
more ufliuiontly than UaUiiilici.sin, will ynt put no obstacle in tho 
way of intellectual growth. Tho function of Intellect, in educa- 
tion as in practical lifu, will bo to regulate Tooling ; tho culture of 
whiuh, hoginuing at birth, will bo maintained by constant exorcise 
of tho thi'ufl classes of duties rolutivo to Self, to tho Family, and 
to Society. 

1 have nli'ftndy nxpliaund tin) moilo in whick tho principles of 
universal morality will bn finally co-ordinatod; a tnslc wliich, as I 
have eltown, ia coniuictod with the principal function of tlio now 
spiritual pnwor. ]' huvo now only to point out llio paminounfc 
influence of morality on nvory part of: Posltivo Education. It will 
bo soon to l)n coiiniu'.tod ut Hr.st HponLnnoously, and nflcnvavda in a 
more Hyslcinntio form, with tho ouLiro flystcm of human knowledge. 

Positive Kducation, odajiting itwlf to tlio rfti[uironiont3 of tho 
Organism with which it bus to deal, subordinates intellectual 
conditions to micial, iSoi-.ial conditions are considorod OB tho main 
object, inti'lhictuiil as but tho means of alliuuin<,' it. Its principal 
aim is to induco tho working classes to accnpt their high social 
Junction of supporting tho spiritual power, wliilo at tho same timo 
it will render thorn more ofiicinnt in their own special duties. 

Presuming that Kdiication extends from birth lo 
manhood, wo ]nay divido it into two periods, tho first 
ending with jtuborty, that is, at tlio beginning of in- 
dustrinl nppmnticosliip. Educnlion hero should bo 
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osson tmlly fipontanoons, and should bo earned on ns 
far as poaaiblo in tho bosom of tho family. Tho only 
atudios rcijuired Bbonld bo of an cstholin kind. In tho 
second period, tfiluonlion takes a Rystomatio form, B vol " to ^o. 
consisting uliielly of a pnbl'io course of ficicnUfic leoturos, explaining 
the essential laws ol tho Yimous orders of phenomena. Theso 
lectures will bo tlio groundwork ol Moral Soicnco, winch will co- 
ordinate tho whole, and point out tho relation of each part to tho 
social purpose common to all. 1'hus, at about tho timo which long 
experience has ilxod as that of legal majority, and when in most 
caeca tho term ol apprenticeship closos, tho workman will bo pre- 
pared intellectually and morally for jiia public arid private aorvioo. 



j. Ml1(Mltton 



ioo. Tho 

consist- 



tmiuiti to bo 



especially of the mother. Physical education, us usually practised, 
is nothing but moro muscular exorcise; 1m t a more important 
object is that of training llio senses, and giving manual sic ill, eo as 
to develop from the very (irsl out powers of obaorvaliou and 
action. Study, in the ordinary acceptation, thoro should bo none 
during this period, not ovon reading or writing. An acquaintance 
with facts of various lands, such as may spontaneously attract tho 
growing powers of attention, will bo tlio only instruction received. 
Tho philosophic system of the infant individual, liko thai of tho 
infant species, consists in pure Fotichisrn, and iln nuturnl develop- 
ment should not bo disturbed by nnwiso interference. 'L'ho only 
care of the parents will bo to impress those feolingB and habits (or 
which a rational basis will bo givoii at u lutor period. ]ly tutting 
every opportunity of calling tho higher instincts into play, they 
will bo laying down the best foundation for truo morality. 

During tlio poriod of about seven ycara cowprtaud between Uio 
second dentition and puberty, Kduoation will bocoino somewhat 
moro systematic ; but it will bo limited to the cultnro of tho fino 
arts; and it will bo still most important, especially on moral 
grounds, to avoid separation from tho family. Tlio study of Art 
should simply consist, \\\ practising it move or lusa ayBUmaUcaUy. 
No formal lectures aro necessary, tit least for tho purposes of 
general education, though of course for professional purposes they 
may still be required. There is no reason why thoso studies should 
not bo carried on at homo by tho second generation of Positivists, 
when tho culture oE tho parents will bo Biiflieinntly advanced to 
allow them to superintend it. They will include- 1'oolry, tho art 
on which all tho rest are baaed; and tho two most important of 
tho special arts, music and drawing. Meantime the pupil will 
become- familiar with tlio principal Western languages, which aro 
included in tho study of Poetry, since modern poetry cannot bo 
properly appreciated without them. Moreover, independently of 
esthetic considerations, a knowledge of Umm is moat important 
morally, as a means of destroying national prejudices, and of 
forming the truo positivist standard of Occidental feeling. Each 
nation will bo taught to consider it a duty to lonrn Lho language of 
contiguous countries; an obvious principle-, which, in tlio case of 
Frenchmen, will involve then- loavm'ng all Uio other four languages, 
as a consequence of that central position which gives them BO many 
advantages. "When this rule becomes general, and the natural 
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alfinitioa of Uio fivo advanced nations aro brought fully into play, 
u common Occidental language will not ho long in forming itself 
spontaneously, without thn aid ot any molaphyRieid sclioiuo for 
producing n. UiAiij;fl t-hnt ahull \w absolutely umvm^il. 

During tlio lattw portion of primary Kducatiou, which is devoted 
to Uio culturo of tho imaginative pnwora, thn philosophic develop- 
ment of Uio individual, corresponding to that of the nice, will 
carry him from Uvo aimplo Vutishism with wliic.1i ho hi>san to Uio 
BtaRO of Poly tho ism. Tliis rcHcnibliinco bot\n-cn thu ^ruwth of thn 
imliviilunl unit that of fiocinty has alwayn hr)\\ f n Ran If innro or loa-i, 
in 8j)ito of llm innLinnnl pn-ctiulinna of Cliristinn tcuclun-s. They 
Imvo iim-ov bc.ou ulilft to jivn children ft disiiwtp for ilno simple 
tnlcs of fnirk'3 mul Knii, wliioh iiro naLuml to this uluwo. Tim 
PosiUvist tonchor will list this tendency tako its o\vn course. It 
should not, howm-nr, involve any liypooriay on thn pnrt of tlio 
pavonla, nnr iwwl it Iftiul to any mihaoi|nnnt contvndiclion. Tim 
sitnplo truth is onoiiRh. Thn child mny ho told thut thoso spon- 
tnnuon.i boliofw nro but natural to 1m njjc, but that thoy will 
fimdnnlly loud him ou to oLlioiv, hy tlio fuinlnnn'iU.il law of nil 

human ilovolopinoiit. I^iiHim*; ^ ^ l ' s ^ H[ \ w >^ lll> ^ ni ^-V ^ ftvn 
tlio advauta^i of faniiliari^in^ him with a \yt*n\, priin'-ipln of 
Positivism, hut will Rliimilala thn imscont floniii of Houiabilily, by 
loading him to nympallmo with tho various nations who still 
remain at his own pvimitivn sln,t;n 'it iiil.ollniiUi;il dtivulopmont. 

Tho annoml pnvt of Ponitivint KduwUinn cunmit bo 
conductoil ullo^otlioi 1 at homo, since it involves public, ^''t 1 ,?,,,,^"^ 
lectures, in which of nourao tho pnrt taken by tho ]>"i.iiu upturn 
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pnronl can only no nccosanry. .nut this IB no rcnson -01,0^, t mn 
fov dcprivius Lhoi \iu\iil of tho advantages of fiuuily {l"^'"!* 1 '? 1 
lifo; it iijiiuiiiia im indiapiiiisablo us ovor to his nior.d 
dovolo]nuont, which is always to bo tho first cmisiilonitimi. It will 
ho easy for him to follow tho host niastfr.-* without wcahonmg Ins 
8CUHO. of \iorftonnl imtl domnRtio motality, whiuh is tho til most 
inovilablo roault of thn monastic Hfiolusion of moih-ni sr.hools. Tho 
publifi-school syntoni is commonly thought to nompnnsnto for these 
disadvantages, by lh knowledge of Iho world wliich it gives; but 
tliis is tu'.LLyv obttiinod hy fnio iuLovcourao with 8(n:wty, whoro 
syntpathioa aro fav morn likoly to bo sutisfiud. lioco^uiiion of this 
truth would do much to facilitate and improve popular odncation ; 
and il applies to all cuaoa, except perhaps to flomo Hpi'cinl profos- 
tsiona, wlmvw aauhwiou oC Uift pupils mny still bn Hoc.c.M;ivy, though 
ovon in those casos probably it may bo ultimately diapiuisud with. 
Tho plan to bo followed in this period of education, will 

9 
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obviously bo Unit indicated by tlio encyclopedic law of Classifica- 
lion, which forms part of my Tlmory of Development. Scientific 
study, whether for tlio working nuui nr Urn philosopher, should 
begin with the inorganic world around us, ami ihon prm to the 
subject of Man and Society; since our ideas on tin two subjects 
form the basis of our practical action, Tim lirnt C!HHH of studioa, 
as I Imvo slated boforo, includes four seining which wo may 
avrango in pairs: Mathematics and Antrannmy forming tho first 
pair j Physics and ChMmnVvy tho second. To onuh of ilinsu pairs, 
two years may bo given. ]Uit as tho first rnn^c,s uvor n wide fiold, 
and is of greater logical importance, it will r<ji|uim two lectures 
wcokly ; whereas, for nil tho subsequent studies 0110 locturo will bo 
sufficient. Ifosidos, duviny these two ycnvti, ilm ucf.cmtics of 
practical lifo will not press heavily, and more limn may fairly bo 
spent in mental occupation. From tlio study of inorganic Hoionco, 
tho pupil will proceed to IJiology : this subject may easily bo 
condensed in tho fifth year into a nodes of forty Ipcturos, without 
really losing oithor its philosophic or il jiopular character. Ting 
conoludos tho introductory part of Kducatiun. Tlio etuclcnt will 
now co-ordinato all bia previous l(iiowli:df by tho diroct study of 
Sociology, statically and dynamically viowcd. On this Btibjoot 
also forty leclunu will bo given, in which tho Htructuro and growth 
of human sociutios, especially thoso of modern tiniua, will bo olonrly 
explained. With this foundation wo como to llio last of tlio eovon 
yonrs of pupillage, in which the groat social purpose of the scheme 
is at last reached. It will bo devoted to a Bystomatie exposition of 
Moral Science, the principles of which may bo now fully under- 
stood by tlio light of tho knowledge previously obtained of tho 
World, of Life, and of Humanity. 

During this cowrso of study, part of tho three unoccupied months 
of each year will be spent in public examinations, to tost tho degree 
to which the instruction has boon assimilated. The pupils will of 
their own accord continue their esthetic pursnile, oven supposing 
their natural tastes in. this direction not, to bo encouraged as they 
ought to bo. .During tho last two years tho Latin and Greek 
languages might bo acquired, as an accessory study, which would 
improve tho pootic culture of tho student, and bo useful to him in 
the hiatorioal and moral questions with which ho will then be 
occupied. For the purposes of Art, Greek is the more useful of 
tho two ; but in the second object, that of enabling us to realize 
our social Filiation, Latin is of oven greater importance. 

In the course of those seven years tho philosophic development 
of the individual, preserving its coprospoiulonoo with that of tho 
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race, will pans through Us last phase. Aa Lho pupil pnssocl bnforo 
from Ki! tic I mm to 1'olythoism, no ho will now yuias, as spontaneously, 
into Monotheism, induced by tho influence on his imaginative 
nowcva which hitherto have- boon BUpveiUQ, of the spirit of discus- 
sion. No inliTfcL'tmco hhtwld he oflorcd to this uicl ^physical 
Umwiliaii, which is tho hoim^o that ho \inyn to the necessary 
conditions under which mankind arrives at truUi. Thoro is some- 
thing iu Uii" proviftumul imiisa- -which evidently h(\vmoiiv/,ca well 
with tho abstract tuul imlopmulont c.lmractcv of Mathematics, with 
whic.h Uio Uvo livrtt, ywu-R of tlio RI>VO,U avo occupied. As long as 
mom ftitcntiiin M fjiviiii to tli-dnctioii tlmn in induction, Iho mind 
cftiiunl ln\t vwtttiu a limning t<j mulaphyaic.nl Uicovicft. irndov Uioir 
inlluonco tlio stmh'Ut will noon reduce his primitive llioolngy to 
Deism of a ninvft ov h-^s tliaUuct Uiiul ; and th\3 during In'a physico- 
clicniicjil studies will moat likoly dogoitomto into a upccics of 
vliii'.h liwt phsisfi, \lndt-v tho p.nlightoning iniluonco of 
iiinl Htill moro of souiologicnl Ituowlcdgo, will he finally 
replaced l\y I'uaiUviwii. Thua at tho time lixwl fov llio ulliiMte- 
Btucly of munil ficitincn, cnch now mombcr of Ilunmnity will liavo 
bcfn slvoiijtly improasiul liy pnvftinittl ox]mvienco, with A annso of 
lu'storicid .Filiiition, uml will ho eimhlod to Byinpathiso with Ins 
micosLora nnd cimtompin-ftvina, whilo dovoling his pmctical cncrgioa 
to tliii pond of his micn'snorn. 

Thoro is an uXuillent custom pvovnlcut among tho Travels ot 
working mon of I t% niii(i and creditable to their good A Pi'vns. 
sonao, with which our educational achome Bowna at first sight, 
incompatible 1 refer to tho custom of travelling from ptaco to 
pkco during tho last years of tipprenticoship ; which is no bunonoitil 
to tlmir mind and character, ae tho purposeless oxcursioiiB of our 
woallby and idle chisnns ore in moat cases injm'lons. ]lut there is 
no necessity for its intorforing wltli study, sinco it always involves 
long resilience in l-lui chiol ceiUros of production, whore the work- 
man in sum to find annual rom-Htis of loctnroa similar to those which 
ho would otherwise havo been ntlending at homo. As Iho structure 
ftnd distribution of tho philosophic body will bo ovorywhoro the 
sumo, lh' TO ncod ho no great inconvoniftnco in those changes. 1'or 
ovory contro not moro thnu eovon lonchora will ho required ; each 
of whom will tulco the whole KncyclDpracHc scale micccasivoly. 
Thus tho total mimlior of loc.turon will bo so smdll as to ndmit of a 
high standard of merit bning ovorywhoro attained, and of finding 
ovorywhuro a fair moimuro o( nmtorfal support. So far from dia- 
couraging tho travelling syslom, Positivism will givo it a new 
intelloctunlly and fioclAl'y, by extending tho mngo of 
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travel to tlm whole of "Western Kuropo, aiueo Limn* i no part of it 
in which Uiu \vuvUvuau will not b able Ui uru^tmU) liU wlutftUon. 
Tho diligence of language will Lliou bo no titoiUtilo. aX r ot only 
would tho soiisa of fmtovnity among Western nations b slnmg- 
thuncil by suoli a plan, but groat improvement would result 
osthetically. Tho languages of Kuropo would ho learnt more- 
thoroughly, and thero would bo a keener appreciation of works of 
art, whether musical, pictorial, or nrclutuiitunil ; fur lho.se can never 
bo properly appreciated but in Iho country which guvo thmn birth, 
concoi.tm- Judging by our present practice, it would soom 
tibti of atudy. impossible to include suoh a D\HHH of imjiorLnnt sciontifio 
studies, ns aro horo jiruposcd, in three hundred and mxty lectures. 
But tho length to which courses ol Jouturun on any tmbjrct uxlond 
atprosoiit, is owing purtly to tho spooiul or pixjfiwsioiml ubjirct with 
wliich tho couvso is givon, and still morn to Ihu dinciuaivo and 
uuphiloaopbiwil spirit of most of Iho tuachrw, consuijiumt on tlio 
miserable mannor in which our flcionlitic n_ysU)ni in urganixed, 
Such a rcgonoratiou of ticicntilic atudioa im I'osiiiviHiu jiroposos, 
will (\i\imftto Uiom with a sotial siiivU, niul \\rnv, j^ivo UIIMU n Invyov 
and nioro conipruhcnsivo tondouo.y. TuuchorH will bocomo moru 
practised in Uio avt of condouBUij-, and ihuir luulviroH will ho fat 
moro aubstuntial. They will not indcud bo u Hulwlilulo for volun- 
tary effort, on which all tho real value of Leaching dupiuula. Their 
aim will bo rather to direct such effort. A BtriUing example, which 
IH not so well remembered as it should be, will help to explain my 
moaning. At tho first opening of tho Polytechnic School, courses 
of lectures wove given, very appropriately named llcvnlutiunurij 
Gourdes, winch concentrated tho teaching of three yearn into three 
months. What was in that caso an extraordinary anomaly, duo to 
republican enthusiasm, may bocomo tho normal state wlu-n a moral 
power arises not inforior in energy, and yet bastid upon a consistent 
inlolleoLunl synthesis, ol which our great predecessors of tho llovo- 
lution could have no conception. 

Littlft attention has hivhorlo boon given to the didactic value of 
Reeling. Since tho close of tho Middle Ages, tho heart Ima boon 
n&glcctl in proportion aa Uio mind 1ms boon cultivated. .Hut it i 
tho characteristic principle of Positivism, a principle aa fertile in 
intellectual as iu moral rewrite, that Uio InUillwt, wliothtiv wo look 
at its natural or at its normal position, is subordinate to (Social 
Fooling. Throughout this course of papula!- education, pimmta and 
mastera will seize every suitable occasion for calling Social tooling 
into_play ; and tho most abstruse subjects will often bo vivified by 
its influence. Tho oiilco of tho mind is to strengthen aud to 
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cultivate tho heart; Urn hcavl. again should animate and direct tlio 
mental powers. Thin mutual influence of general views nnd 
generous failings will havn greater elfect upon sciontiflc study, from 
the cslhutic culture previously given, in which such habits of mind 
will ha-vo been formed, as will give grace and beauty to tlio whole 
Wo. 
AVhon I sprak of tin's education as specially destined 

,. { ! . , l 1,1, Govonimont- 

for the people, J. am not moroly using words to denote ni nssiitauco 
Us e-innpviilicuKivmt'KH uml philosophic p.lmmtlcv. It ift, o^L^^or- 
in my opinion, the. only education, with tho exception tninBiiocintin- 
of certain special branches, for which public orgaima- tmV' 1 'miy^na 
tiou w nmlwl. It should bo. Im&e.d OH us n wvcvad ^J^ro 810 " 111 
debt which lh republic mvcs lo the working classes. 
."But the claim does not extend to other classes, who can easily pay 
for iiuy special instruction that thay may require. Hcsidos such 
instruction will ho only a partial development of the more general 
teaching, or an application of it lo sot no parlioular purpose. There- 
fore if tlio general training bo .sound, moat people will bo able to 
prosecute accessory studies by themselves. Apprenticeship to any 
lHifliws.i involves very little, except tho practice of it. Even in 
tho highest arts, no course of systematic instruction is necessary. 
Tho false viuwH now prevalent on tho subject nro duo to Ibo 
unfortunate abuc-nen of all general education, since tho decay of 
Catholicism. Tim special institutions founded in Kuropo during 
tho last three centuries, and carefully remodelled in .Franco by iho 
Convention, nvo only vnlmxblo as i-inUnining covUin govms of truth, 
which will bo found indispensable when general education is finally 
reorganised. .Hut important as they may ho from a scientific aspect, 
then- \>vacUcnl utility, which wcius to Imvc been tho motive, for 
establishing thorn, is exceedingly doubtful. The arts which they 
were intended to promote could have done perfectly well without 
thorn. I include in. UIO.HO vemnvUft tuieU iuatiU\Uona as tho Poly- 
technic School, Urn Musdum of .Natural History, otc. Thoir value, 
like that of all good institutions of modern Umos, is purely pro- 
visional. "Viewed in thiR light, it may hn worth our while to 
rcorganixo them. Positivist principles, discarding all attempts lo 
make thorn permanent, will bo all tho botlor ahlo to adapt thorn to 
thoir important temporary purpose. Indeed there nro eomo now 
institutions which it might bo advisable lo form ; such, for instance, 
us a School of Comparative Philology, tho object of which would 
bo to rango all human languagoa according 'lo Ihoir true affinities, 
This would compensate tho suppression of Greek ami Latin profes- 
sorships, which ia certainly rm indispensable incasnvo. But tUo 
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necessity for a provisional system uluwld load to no misconception 
of its cliaracter and purpose. Working men urn tlm only class who 
have a real claim upon the Htato for instuicUuti ; and thin, if wisely 
organized, dispenses with tho npcusHJly of special institutions, 
Tho adoption of those viowa would at unco facilitate and ennoblo 
popular education. Nations, provinces, and towns will vio with 
one another in inviting tho best It-dehorn that tho upmtual aulliO' 
titics of Western Kuropo can supply. And every truo philosopher 
will take pride in such leaching, when it becomes gnncrally undor- 
stood that the popular character of Inn lecturus implies that thoy 
shall bo at tho same time systematic, Mumbors of tho now 
spiritual power will in most casus regard teaching as limit- principal 
occupation, for at least a, considerablo portion of Lhoir public liEo. 

Wo nro not What has been said makes it ch:ar that any or^auixa- 
Tl i tov . tw * Uon of such education as this at tho prrnonl timo would 
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sent; awl Oo- bo impossible. Jlowtivor sineei'o tlw iiitcnLiotm of go- 
vovmncMs lo otrud lln'i) great, result mighl bo, any 
prematnif) attempt to do it would but injuru tho work, 
especially if tliuy put in fx eluim ID HupurinVoiul it. 
Tho truth is that a system uf education, if it desorvo llio nnino, 
presupposes tho accouLauco of ti dofinilo philofiopliiwU mul social 
creed to determine its character and purpoao. Childron cannot ho 
brought up in convictions oontiwy to those of Lhoiv pavuuls ; indued, 
the influence of tho parent is essential to tho instructor. Opinions 
and habits that have boon already formed may Hiibacqiitsnlly bo 
strengthened by an educational system; but tho carrying out of 
any such system is impossible, until tho pri unpins of combined 
action and belief have boon well established. Till then tho organ- 
ization that wo propose can only bo effected in tho caso of individuals 
who are ripe for it. Each of those will endeavour to repair tho 
faults and deficiencies of his own education in tho best way ho 
can, hy tho aid of tho general doctrine which hn accepts. Assum- 
ing that tho doctrine is destined to triumph, tho number of such 
minds gradually increases, and they superintend tho social progress 
of tho next generation. This is tho natural process, and no arti- 
ficial mlorforouco can dispense with it. So for, Lhon, from inviting 

to 
which, 

discord. Thoto aro only tsvo exceptions to this lomnrli, unmoly, 
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primary education, and special instruction in certain higher branches. 
Of those- I huvo already spoken. JJut with these- exceptions, it in 
most desirable- Unit government, whether inunicipnl or central, 
should BUiTuiuUii' Ua unvousouabKi monopoly, ami cslnblifih vcsd 
liberty of teaching ; tho condition of such liberty being, as J said 
before-, tlio suppression of fill numml grants wliutsoovor for theo- 
logical or metaphysical purposes. Until some universal faith has 
boon accepted on its own merits, nil attempts nmdo by Uovermncnt 
to inform education must necessarily bo reactionary ; since they 
will always bo based on HOIIIU nno of tho retrogressive- creeds which 
it is our object to supornodo altogether. 

It is willi iidiilti lluiii, tlmt wo mut deal. Wo must endeavour 
to diwominato nyalisinatic convictions among tlioni, and thus open 
tlio dour to a real reform of education for tho noxL gonomlion. 
Tho ]U'Ort8 and the power; of froo flpeech offer many ways of bring- 
ing about tins rusnlt. Tho immt, impoiiaiiL of these would bo a 
more or JOBS connected snrios of [mpular Icoturos on tho various 
positive BcicnccH, inc.liuling history, which may now lie ranked 
among them. Now for thodO lectures to prodnoo their full effect, 
they must, oven when treating of tho most elementary point in 
mathiiinaticH, bo thoroughly philosophic and consequently animated 
by a Hooial spirit. Xhuy must bo entiroly independent of govern- 
ment, HO iitt not; to be liampered Ity any of the authorised views. 
Lastly, there is a condition in which all tlio rent ara summed up. 
Those- lectures should bo Occidental, not simply National. What 
wo require is a free association of plnloaoplicva throughout Western 
Europe, formed by tho voluntary co-operation of all who can 
contribute ofllciontly lo Una great piolimiimry work ; their services 
being {Jason linlly gratuitous. It is a result which no system bub 
Positivism ia capnlilw ol uflto.Uvn*. lly iU ftgen&y Umfc coixliUon 
hotwoon ph i loan plu 'i'H and tho working claeaes, on which so much 
depends, will speedily bo established. 

While the work of propagating Positivist conviotiom is going 
on iu tho free and uurcfftriotud manner hero described, llio spiritual 
authority will at lliu samo timo bn forming ilsolf, mid will bo pre- 
pared to mako use of those convictions as tho basin for social 
rogoue ration. Thus tlio transitional sin to will bo brought as nearly 
as possible into harmony with tho normal slate ; and this tho more 
in proportion aa tho natural nlllnity botwoon philosophers anil 
workmen is brought out morn distinctly. The connection hotwoon 
Positivist lectures and 1'ositivist clubs will illustrate- my moaning. 
WJiilo tho lectures prepare tho way for the Future, tho clubs work 
iu tlitj sfime. direction by judging the Past, and advising for tho 



can bo realised, the mvtlunl action of philosophic H and -workmen 
will have done gveat sc.vvico to both. Mt'.ctiup; with nucli powerful 
support from Iho people, the rising spiritual power will win tho 
respect if not llio afiecUon of tlioir rulers, ovon of Llio.su among 
tliem who nro now Ihc most coiilemptiioun of ovory inJIucncu but 
tlmt of material j)owcr. Tlioir excess of pride will often be eo far 
humbled that Uioy will inviln its mediation in enatH whfivo Vho 
pcuplu have been roused to just indignation. Tho forco of wuulwB 
seems at lirat so violent as to carry nil boforo it ; hut in tho owl it 
usually proves far mforior to Unit of wealth. It cannot exist for 
any length of tinio wilhout complete convergence of opinion nnd 
feeling. Henco, a spiritual power hns vary groat weight in con- 
trolling or directing its action. Vhilosophors will novor, indeed, ho 
ahld to nmnago tlio working classes us they plcuso, ns RQIUO unpfiu- 
ciplccl agitators havo imagined ; but wlicn they nxerciso ihoiv 
authority rightly, whether it ho in tho catiHO of Orilor or tlmt of 
Progress, they will have great powor over tlioir passions and conduct. 
Such influcnco can only spring from long churiahed feolinga of 
gratitwle and truat, d\\o not merely to pvofiunirul cnpncity, but to 
sen-vices actually rcudured. No QUO is a (it v\n-osnUiUvo of lua 
own claims ; hut tho philosopher may honourably represent tho 
cniiso of working men boforo tho governing classes; and tho people 
will in their turn compel their nilors to respect tho now spiritual 
power. By this habitual exchange ot services tho aspirations of 
the people will bo kept clenv of nil subvomvo Londoners, and 
philosophers will ho led to abandon tho {oily of seeking political 
powor. Neither class will degrade itself by milking its own interest 
thochiof consideration; each will find Us own reward in keeping 
to tho nobler course of its own social duty. 
intoiicctiini '^ c oilloto tins view of tho political fttULiulo whicli 
' pneiLivism Kcomnwwlfl to Uio working clnss, I bavo 
now lo speak of tho intellectual ami mornl conditions 
which L]lflt nttitndo roquiroB, and on which tho character 
of their spiritual leaders depends, What is wonted is 
only a more perfect development of tondoncios which already exist 
in tho people, and winch bavo already shown themselves strong in 
Paris, the centra of tho great Western movement. 

Intellectually tho principal conditions are two ; Emancipation 
from obsolete bcliufs, and a sufficient amount of mental culture, 
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last ulngo in Um pvnccw of mimitciptiliim speedily comes to aii ond. 
Wo only require n Htrongoi 1 expression of pnpular fooling on tins 
point, HII as to avoid nil deception nml fttlso nlutomnil as to the 
jnU'lledual elmraelm 1 of tlio reorganization tlmt is going on. And 
Iho freudom tlmt wn urn mnv enjoying will admit of these feelings 
being unmihUktibly ntamfculud, especially now that they Imvo tlio 
now philosophy fur their oxponoiil. A distinct declaration o! 
opiuioii on UII'H wnlijcct in nr^utly ncodml on social grounds, Tlmt 
liypoci'ilicdl fillijDtalifiii of thcologicnl boliof against wln'ch wo Imvo 
to fiylit, is dcsi^iiod It) prcvont, or ftt least hns tlio ofl'cct of pro von t- 
ing, tlio just onf(in',(iiuont of \ionular cliiimg. Thoao miacntpuloua 
altompt-H to mystify tliu jusojilo involve tlioir niontnl subjection. 
The rosult i8, tlnit tlioir lo^'itinmto nH])imtio)ia for ronl progroaa nro 
ftvadcd, by ilivoflinjj tlunv lhoKM lowavda an imagmavy future 
state. It in for tlio worltiiiK nliiflfloa UinuiHclvos to broalc through 
this ooiiccrtcxl Hclu^no, whiolt is ovon in nro conlompliljlo tlinu it is 
oilion. 'J'lioy luwo nnly t tUwhu'u \v;Uuu\t difl^uiso what, thciv 
inlollacliml piwiiiou umlly i; niul to do tliis so oniplmticully ns to 
jimlco nny iniHluko on tlio ]mrt of llm governing clnssos iinpnssiblo. 
1'lioy will ['.i)iiHOi|\i(intly rojoct nil Lnndiovs who ixvo insuib'cionUy 
ominicipntud, or who in nny way support tlio system of llionlngical 
hypoci'lsy, wliioh, from KolwBpiisrro tluwinvnrdfl, Ima boon Ilia rofugo 
of nil voncLioiUHtH, wluitlii-v tlmuocvat or voyniinL. .Hut tliovo HVO 
toaohora of ftimtluir kind, who mncoroly maintain tlmt our life hero 
oa earth in a temporary banifiliiiiontj and that wo ought to lake as 
littlo iuloroat in it an noswiblo. A prompt answov mny bo given to 
auch iiiHtructorfi an tluo. Thoy alionld bii rcquoslcd to follow out 
llioir principle ctnifiittlf ntly, and to cease to intorforo in tho manage- 
ment ol a world which i BO alion to what, in llioir idons, is tho 
solo aim ot lifo. 

Metaphysical princ.i'plcs Imvo inovo hold on ouv work- llVom niotn . 
ing cliueufl than theological ; yet their ubandonniont IB fyf* do - 
oquiilly i\cftf-8Bftvy. 't'lio nuljtlc oxU'avugances by \vliich 
the Gorman mind has linen BO confused, find, it is true, Httlo favour 
in Catholic countries. .Hut ovon in J'urin tho people vclnina a pro- 
jvulicoin fiwom- o( lAQUivliyfricnl inU\icUon, U\OUR!\ lin^iiily it has 
not been ablo Lo obtain it. It J'R niofit diwimblo that this last 
illusion of uiir working ulnwtcB should bo dissipated, aa it fornia 
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instructed mcji are capable of governing. Wow thin error, nitlurnl 
09 it is, of Ion lends thorn to chonso incompetent leaders A truer 
oatiiimto of modern society woulil leach tliom Hint it in not among 
our literary, or cvon our scicnlilic im-n, proud no thoy may Ijo of 
thoir attainments, Hint tho largest number of milly powerful hi- 
tollocla nro to bo found. There nro morn oC them among the 
despised practical class, and ovun nmong*t lhu most uniiiHlnictccl 
working mou. In tho Middle ARCS this truth WUH bettor known 
than it is now. Education was thought nioro of thiui imtruclion. 
A knight would bu apprceinlwl for liiw wignt-ity niul ]K'nutrdtionj 
and appointed to imporlnnt pouts, though lio nii^hL bn oxtn-mcly 
ignorant. Clcar-sifdilcdncss, wisdom, and ovon conaislancy o 
thought, nro qnnlitios which arc very imlqioncli-nt of learning; and 
as matters now stand, limy nvo far bi'tfor cultivated in practical lifo 
than in scholastic study. In breadth of view, which lios nt tho 
root of all political cnjwcily, onv literary clnoBCH liavo cortninly 
shown thomaolvcs fur below iho avcrago. 

Tiioir mia. ^ lul now w COI1I to othor and a dcnjicr reason 
S'oftt" f r Ul l )r J lulico of wllicfl l "> lnking. It is that 
rynnciriioto'ri- tllo y mnko no (listiiictiyn botwctin ono kind of instruc- 
^I'ttcVc t j luuld nnothor. Tlio uufortiinato conlidtmco which 
uui power. they still bestow on litcmry inun and hiwyurs allows 
tlml tlio prestige of pedantry JinKors QIIIOIIK thorn 
longer than tho prestige of theology or monarchy. 3 hit all this 
will soon bo altered under tho influence of republican Kovormnonl 
and tho strong discipline of a sound philosophical syetoin. Popular 
instinct wdl BOOH discover that conhlnnl practico of Urn fncully of 
expression, whether in speech or in writing, is no inmmnlco for- 
real power of thought; indeed that it has a tendency to incapnci- 
tato men from forming a clear and decided judgment on any 
question. Thn instruction which siicli men Voceivu is utterly 
deficient m solid prindplcs, and it almost always cither prcfmp- 
poses McausoB a total absonoo of fixed convietioiiK. Alot minds 
thus trained, whilo skilled in putting other mon'a thotitrhta into- 
shape, become incapable of distinguishing true from fnlso in tho 
opmnioncsb subjects, ovon when tl.oir own interest rcquiroa it. 
iho people must give up the feeling of blind repeot which leade- 
thorn to intrmt such men with their liighest intarcsU. H UVO IICO 
foisupcriora is doubtless indisponsablo to a woll-ordorod state;, 
only it needs to bo bettor guided than it in now. 
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with utility liy which tho Positive spirit is clmmctovised, Uum 
moat of our HoionEin'o men. Tho speciality of ihoir employment is 
no doubt diBadvunlagoous with respect to breadth and coherence of 
ideas. .But it leaves tho mind fn-u from responsibility, nml this is 
tho most favourable condition for developing llioso qualities to 
which all vigorous intellects arc naturally disposed. l!ut nothing 
will BO strongly impress on iho people tho importance of extending 
mid orgaiimni{ tlioir scientific ];no\vludj(y, as thoir interest in social 
questiono. Tlioii dotui'iuiniition to rectify a faulty condition of 
society will miggoat lo thi'in tliat thuy must first know what tho 
laws of Sociid life really arc; kuowlui^o whicli is obviously 
nocoaanry in ovory other mibji-ut. Thoy will thun feel how im- 
possible tt if) to muh'Vrflimd tlm pruaont alalo of aocioty, wilhuut 
wmlorsUmdhijj iU rtiluUou uu Ut(\ ono Vmud. wiUi Uio 1'nsL, ixnd on 
tho ollinr with tho Ji'utnro. Thoiv dcsiro lo modify tho natural 
couiao of Bouial phenomona will mnko thorn anxious to know tho 
aulcciidonUi and couw.t \UOUCOH oE thoso \iUouomQun, uo as lo avoid 
all mischiovons or nsoli'HH iiiUn-forojicio. Thoy will thus discover 
that Political Art in uvon inoro do|)i<udont than other arts, upon ita 
corresponding iSr:ionr,o. And thon they will soon soo that this 
science in no isolated drpniimont of knowledge, but thnt it involves 
preliminary study of Man and of Iho World. In this way they 
will pass downwaida through tho hierarchic scalo of Positive con- 
ceptions, until thoy come back to the inorganic world, tho sphoro- 
moro inimoiliatoly connuctud with their own special avocations. 
And thus thoy will ranch tho conclusion that Positivism ia tho 
only system which can satisfy oillier Lho intellectual or material 
wants of the people, since- its subject-in a ttor and ils objects nro 
idonticnl with their own, and since, liko tlioniBolvtis, it subordiimlca 
ovovythinff to aociul eonsidoni Lions. All thnt it elnhns ia to pvosnnl/ 
in a systunitttio form principles which llioy already hold instinc- 
tively, lly KO-ordimitiiiK these principles of morality and good 
6GWHJ, Uiclv vftUui, v/lwUvct \\\ \iuUUo (iv in \HivuU quoationfl, is 
largely increased ; and tho union of tho two forms of wiadoin, 
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theoretical and practical wisdom, is pcnnnwnlly fincnmd. "When 
nil this is understood, ilio people will JVul mnim shamo at having 
entrusted questions of lho greatest complexity to minds that Imvo 
never quite comprehended Urn dtflVroncp Ixitwcon a cubic inch and 
a cubic fool. As to men of ficioncp, in thn common acceptation of 
tlio word, who nro so respected by lliu midillu I'lnrans, wo need not 
be nf mid of Ihciv gaining much iniUu'.uec with tlio pooplp. They 
arc alienated from them by their ullor indiftrrouco to social ques- 
tions; nntl Ijoforo llicso tlioir Icnniod pnenlilirB fudo into insigni- 
ficance. Absorbed in tlio details of Lliffr own Rpocinl ficipiico, Lhoy 
(ire quite incnpnblo of fintisfying unsqiliiRticnlod minds. AAMmt tlio 
people wnnl. is to Imvo r.Icni 1 concnptioim on til! fliibjoctfl, lien clnrlh 
df. ton), ns Molifero 1ms it. "ffhciifivor Llio saviuiLs of our t'nno aro 
<lrawn by their foolish ambition into politics, ordinary iimn find to 
thoiv auvpviso that, except \\\ n fmv t]\ioMii>ns of limilotl oxicnt mid 
imiiortcinco, tliuiv miiula liavo bccoino ihovmipjlily irnvrovr \nulcv UMJ 
inflmmco of tlio spcciulisiitp syalniu of vhicli Iho.y uvo m yvoud. 
Poeilivisni expiniiiB tho niyslory, by showing (.lint, Binr.o fho 
necessity for tlio specialising system now no longo'- cxisls, it 
nnturally results if prolonged, in a novt of acadomic idiocy. 
During tlio last tliroo contiuics it did rcnl eorvico to aocioty, by 
laying down tho ec'iontifio groundwork for Ilio i-onuvntion of Philo- 
sophy projected by llncon and Bescartcfl. lint as HOOTI m tlio 
pwmulwork was sufficiently finislu'd to ndmil of Urn fcmunlion of 
true HcioncQ, that ia, of Sciouco. viuwod icltilivcly to Umnflnity, tlio 
opccinlising method bccamo retrograde. It ccoflod to bo of any 
s3istanco to the modern spirit ; and indeed it is now, o*pecmlly in 
France, a serious obstacle to its diffusion and systematic work'iug. 
Tho wise revolutionists of tho Convention woro woll tiwaro of this 
\vhen tlicy took tho bold slop of RUpprcfiRing tho Academy of 
Sciences. Tho beneficial results of this atatesman-lilco polir.y will 
aoon bo ftpprccintcd by owr wovkwion, Tlio danger lest, in with- 
drawing their confidence fvow inotftpliyeiciaiia or litcmvy mow, tboy 
should fall into tho bad scientific spirit, ia not therefore very gvonl 
With tho socinl aims which they have in viow, they cannot but 
ftpo thnt generality in their conceptions is as necessary ao nosilivity. 
rjio Capitalist class by which industry is directed, being mow 
concentrated on special objects, will nlways look on men of jmro 
Doiwico with moro respect. But Dio jicojil'o will bo drawn by their 
iwhticnl leanings towards pliilosoplicrs in the true aonso of that 
word. The number of such won is but vory small at rirosoiit; but 
it will soon increase at tho call of the working chases, nwl will 
indeed bo recruited from their ranks. 
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This, Limn, should. 1m tho alliludu of Uio working Mwal nUi . 

srf, inUilloclually. Morally, wlmt is required is, that t"<i 'of ^11,0 

they alioulil linvci u flulttuimil HCIIHIJ oE Utn dignity of ^.SUn lim 

labuiir, and that Uitiy should bo prepared for Llio mis- f 1 '"" 1 '' ,"- i i-i 

,' , fir . hims-jlf UN it 

aion that now now nmow tlumi. V ,M W c lllw . 

Tlio workman must learn to look upon himself, "'"""? 
morally, as u public survnul, \vilh fimclious of u spuuial uud also of 
a go i Kind Itiiul. JN"ul, Unit 1m is to rotoivu hh wujfi-8 for Uio fuliiru 
fvoiu Uw Stiitu iufik'iul of from a \irivuUi Uuud. Tlwi \)vcReut \A\\\\ 
is purfoctly woll udnpLud to all nurvuien which aro BO direct and 
dfiiiuiLo, Unit n. cnimuuti wLiuuluvd of vixlwo can h at ouoo unpliwl 
to tliom. Only Jut it bo unduruluod tlmL tho snrvico ia not suffi- 
ciently vuwiwiiunsiKl, wilhoiit tlw nociul fuoliii^ of 
tho Hf{nfc tluiL |)orfoniiH it. In wlmt urn called liboral 
Uiis fuulitiit ftlvwidy uhluiua. Tin*, dioiili ov paliuut is nut. 
from gnttiUulii by paynujiiL of IIJH fuu. In tin's respect tlio lopubli- 
cnn inatinula ot thw (JwnvyiiUim havu antiuipaUvl Iho UacbiuM o 
iiliilosopliy. !l'boy valnnd tlm workinnu's litbuiir at its truo woi-th. 
Wovltinon hitVH only t,o umiKinu lubuni: aupjjvessnd ov ovou SUB- 
pondod in Uio tnidn lo which limy may bulimy, tuscoils impin-lnnco 
to i1u \f\w\n fuln-iu of uwduvn bDuinty. Tlmiv j^oiioviil Ixmuliim ns 
a oliiaa, tlm fiinclion of forming public opininn, and of supporting 
tho action of Ihu HpiviUiul )mwur, il/ is of conv.so less easy fnv them 
to umluvrtliind nt pnwimt. Jhil, iw J have alroiuly shown, itfollmva 
so miluridly from thu'ir chfiTactor and posiUnn, and coriospomls ao 
pork'cLly with thoir rciiuironionl-a as a chiKs, llmt they cuniiot fail 
lo nppruciulo ila iiiiportiiiicn, whou tho con MO oi ovouts allows, ov 
ratbor com iiclw Lbom to bri UK il into play. Tho only danger lioa in 
Ihc'ii 1 insisting on Lliu pon:n;nsiun of what metaphysicians call political 
lijjiila, mid in imHa^iiiK in uwolcBH diHuussKmanbmif. llio dialnbiUion 
of powm 1 , itirtloml of lixin^ ihoir aUontion on Llio mannor in which 
It is iiHud. Of thia, liowovor, thoro is no yrunt fear, at all ovonLs 
in Ifriinci), whom tho iiii}tii]})iyaiuid Lhuory of llight lias novur 
ronolmd oo fanatical u pitch with Uio working classes aa olsowhurc. 
Icloologiiila may blamo tlmm, and may uao thoir olFnjuil inllueiico as 
thoywill; hut tho ponplo huvo loo much good sonso to bo per- 
manently misled as to llmir truo lunetiim in society. ])oluyod aa 
thoy huvo boon with oluulmtil voloa, they will soon voluntarily 
abandon this imohwa tpudilicaLion, which now has not ovon tho 
cliarm of a priviloyu. CJuostions of puvo politics Imvo consed lo 
intoioat tho people; II mil 1 attention in fixed, and will remain fixed, 
on social quouLioim, which avo to ho aolvod for tho moat part 
through moral ageucieo. Thai substitutiono of ono person or party 
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And if this is to bo Llio attiludo of tho popln, it must be tho 
-aUttmlo no less of those who stick to pain tHolv confidence!, "\Vith 
them, as with tlio people, political (jiicfiHmifl should bo suhnrdinala 
to social questions ; awl with them tho conviction should l>o oven 
morn distinct, Lhnt tho solution of social problomn dope-nils ossen- 
tinlly on moral agencies, Tlicy must, in Fact, nccopt tho great 
ptiucinlo of separation of spiritual from lomiiml power, as the 
basis on which modern society is to bo permanently organi/ml. 80 
entirely (loos Una pviciplo nicot i\w, wftiiUi of U\c people, Uiat they 
will aoon insist on its adoption by their tcnchois. U'hoy will nccopt 
nono who do not fornmlly nlmwlrw any prospcwls Uioy inny hixvo of 
toitinoral nowor, iini-lifitnunUry JIB well as (ulnrinislralivo. And by 
thus dedicating thuir lives without rcnervHlion tc Ihn pricfllhood of 
Humttuity, thoy will gain confidence., not movfly from tbo people, 
but from tho governing classes. Govorninontn will od'cr no impedi- 
ment to social spcuttlixtions which do not ]>voJrsH to ho 6\iftccpliblo 
of innncdiflto application; and llnis tho normiil nlnto may bo pro- 
pnrcd for in tbo future without dieUirbiuice, ami yet without 
neglecting tho prosont. Practical statesmen meanwhile, no longer 
interfered with by pretentious sophists, will give up llioir retrograde 
tendencies, and will gradually adapt thoic policy to tho now ideas 
current in tho public mind, while discharging tho indispensable 
of maintaining material owl or. 



of 

POWW' nud tion, thoy have only to develop and cultivate certain 
CablViS 1 Dispositions which already exist in then) spontaneously, 
And the most important of these is, absence of ambition 
fov wealth or rank. Political mctaphyeicinuft would eny Unit tho 
solo object of tho Great Resolution was to give tho working classes 
easier access to political and civil power. Hut this, though it ehonhl 
always bo open to thorn, is very far from meeting their truo wants. 
Individuals among them may bo benefited by it, but tho mass is 
loft unaffected, or rather is placed often in a worse position, by tho 
desertion of tho more energetic members. Tho Convention ifl tho 
only government by which this result has "been properly appreciated, 
It is the- only government which has shown duo consideration for 
working mon as such ; which has recognised tho vahm of thoir ser- 
vices, and encouraged what is tho chief compensation for thoir 
condition of poverty, thoir participation in public life. All eubsc- 
quont governments, whether retrograde or constitutional, havo, on 



policy, by continually preaching lo the people the necessity of 
aviii}j ft pvcci'pl which is inilfieil incumlmnt on Ihoh- own class, 
but not on olIuTH. WitliouL waving, cnpilnl could not bo accumu- 
lated ami admiuiMoml ; it in Uiurul'uro of tho Inchest importance 
tlint tlio mcmicd classes should 1m as economical as possible. But 
in olhftv (jliwftpH, mid csuciiiully in Uiosw dupmuUmt, on fixed wngw, 
pnvflimonious habits are uncalled for ami injurious ; they lower Uio 
character of thn lulu m wr, wlnlu tlioy do little or nothing to intprovo 
lite physical condition ; and neither Urn work ing clashes nor thoir 
teachers should oncoimi^o them. 1!oth the one- titul the other will 
Jltid their U-ui'st lui|)pini^a in lu-npinc; claar nf all eorlous praotical 
acsponsibility, and in allowiuy Eron play to thoir inontixl and moral 
faculties in public- UH woll as privato lifii. In sjiito of Uio Econo- 
mist, fjaviiiKs-bunks arc ru^ardril by tlio working clnsaos with 
unnmtakablo rnpu^imnco. J\nd tho rcpuj(imnco is jnstilialilo; tlioy 
do Imviii morally, by dioi'.ldiitf Uio oxprciHo of generous feelings. 
Again, iL ia tho fimliinn to dcrlaitn nHuinut wine-shops ; and yot after 
all limy are at prcatinl, tlio only places whoro Uio ponplo can enjoy 
eocioLy. Social iiiHtinutfi nro cultivcitci) thoro which deserve our 
approval far nmru than tho wlf-hclping Rjiirit which carries men to 
tho savings-bank. fo dnnbt Una nnconr.om for money, wise as it 
is, involves real personal rink ; but it is a danger which eiviliy.al.ion 
if, constantly liimUtiK to ilimininl), without ulVaclng tjuaMUo!; winch 
do the workman honour, and which are tho source of Ms most 
cherished pleasures. Tho danger consos when tho montal and moral 
faculties are called into Htrongor exorcise. Tho interest which Poei- 
Vivism will nvimno among Uio pcopltt in pvibHc questions, will lead 
lo the subfltilntkm of Urn club for tlio wine-shop. In these ques- 
tions, the gonorons inspirations of popular instinct hold out a model 
which pliiltmnplKirfl will do woll to follow thomselvoR. Fondness 
for inoiuiy ia ns much atUquaHlimtioti for tho apiriUuil govornmuut 
of Hmnanily, an political ambition. It is a. clear proof of moral 
incompetence, which in Amorally connected in ona way or other 
with intellectual fi-oblcnesa. 

One of thii principal roaullfl of tho spiritual power exorcised by 
philoaoplicra and the working olnesM under Uio Positivist system, 
will bo to com pnn sate by n .juat difltrihution of blame and pvaiao for 
tho imperfect arrangonuints of social rank, in which wealth must 
always preponderate. Lwwing tho present tiuborili nation of. oflloos 
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xintoucheu 1 , each functionary will bo judged by tho intrinsic worth 
of his mind nncl heart, without servility and yet without any cii- 
connigomcnt to anarchy. It must always bo obvious Umt tho 
political importance which high position j^ivcs, is out of nil propor- 
tion to tho real merit implied in gaining tlmt position. Tho people 
will couio to sec movo and niaro cloavly that veal Imppuusss, BO far 
from depending on runic, is far more compatiblo with their own 
humble station, lixceptionnl men no doubt tliero am, whoso char- 
acter impels them to seek power; a chin-actor inoro dangerous than 
useful, unless thoro bo sufficient wisdom in tho wocinl body (o turn 
it to good account. Tho best workmen, liko tho best philosophers, 
will soon coaso to fcol onvy for gteatnCBS, laden, an it always must 
be, with heavy responsibilities. M pvoHnut, llu* compensation 
which I hold out to thorn has not been realized ; but whim it oxisls, 
Uio people will fcol that ihoir apiriUial and Lcmpttral leadora aro 
combining all tho energies of society for tho wilisfnotion of thoir 
wttiits. Hocognizing this, they will cnro but littlu for fntno Hint 
mimt bo bought by long and lodious meditation, or for puu-ci- l)Lir- 
doncd with constant cnro. Thoro aro 111011 whoso tnlcnln cull thorn 
to these hnuoilaul duties, tiud they will Iw left, hx-o lo pwform 
them ; but tho great muss of society will bo well sn[.in(iud that their 
own lot ia ono far moro in keeping with tho conmiUHion of our 
nr.l-.iro; moro compatiblo with that harmonious cxorciso of tho 
intiilLwa of fnought, Fouling, and Action, wJiiuh ia most conducive 
to liappincBS. The immcdmto pressure of poverty onco reiuovod 
the highest reward of honorable conduct will ho found in tho per- 
manent esteem, posthumous us it may bo BomoliiiKa, of Umt portion 
of Humanity winch lias witnessed it. In u word tho title, sp.rotta 
sen-onm which is still votnincd by llio Papacy from fiilno bnmility, 
but winch onyinatcil in anticipation of a socinl truth, IH applicable 
to nil funclionnncs in high position. Thoy may bo described as 
the involuntary servants of voluntary subordinates. Jt is not 
chimerical to conceive Positivist society so organised llmt its 
theoretical and practical directors, with nil thoir iicvsontil iwlvftHlncw, 
will often regret Umt they wore not born, or that they did not 
i-oinain, in tho condition of workmun. '1'ho only solid saLiafactiou 
which Ri-cot minds have hitherto found in political or spiritual 
|w bus boon that, being moro occupied with public intonate, 
they hod a wider scope for tho oxcrciso of social fooling. [Jut tho 
excollenco of tbo/uturo condition of society will bo, that tho possi- 
bility of combining puhlio and private Hfo will bo open to nil. 
Hie lumb wt cilizon will bo able to inlluouco socioty, not by com- 
lunntl but by counsel, in proportion to his oucvgy and worth 
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normal fuUmi to which it lends. Tlic principal conditions of our 
tmnailioiml policy wuro described til Urn conclusion of tlio lost 
chapter. Tim fjuiuirily lor llicso conditions is Lo bo found in tho 
natural tondencicH of Mm p((opln of AVcslern Kuropo, and especially 
of 1'Ymico. Our govtsrnoi-M will do wnll lo follow tlii'so tendencies 
instead uf attempting lo lead thorn ; for they nro in perfect keeping 
with (ho two HUiiil niijuiruiiifjnls of the prosont Uino, Liberty mul 
Pulilio Order. 

Libmiy of thoiiRlit and upcooh if) c-njoyod in Franco, Th 
ami capcciully hi I'ui'is, Lo uu oxlonl. hnptissiWii in any oinna 
oLlior country, and it in duo pritu-ipally to tlio intollcc- Cjatymrt 
Uml oiiwnci pillion (if mu- wtn-ltinun. They hnvo riil torUl(lor - 
UioniBolvcB of theology in all its forma, mid yot liavo not nccoptod 
any inclnp1iynicul 8)'Htum. At tlm sumo time, tliougli lolally dovoitl 
Hi jit'caiml* of ayHlcnintiu convictioiiH, UKTO is in Uioin a submissivc- 
noss of jnitnl wliloli prwliNpoRutj tlicin to rccoivo convictiong 
combining rttulily with utility. ]n nil other classes tboro is a 
tondmicy lo ua forciblo nioaBurca in spvotulin^ tlioir dootrinos wlion 
discussion fuile. It in only In llm pdoplii tliL [ibilosophors can 
bole for tlio unpport and oxlonsioii of Liborly, which is ao essential 
to thoir objciolH ; find from thin they doiivo moral confidonco far 
more rcasanvijip; than any logal Hucurity. Jlowovor roaclionary or 
atalionavy Uio VIOWH [ piuiiuuluv luiulova or sects nmy ho, with such 
a population as tliut of 1'arin, 110 renl oppression ia possible. Of all 
tlio clnima which I'l-ftnco hns to ilio Icailorsltip of l^iropo, Ihia ia 
llio Btrongoat. Tho rosiHlauco \vliioli IB Htill oflbrcd lo freedom of 
aaBocintion and frootUim of (iducation will BOOH bo overcome by tho 
forco of its liberal sympathies. A population of such strong social 
fooling as ours will certainly not allow itself to bo pornmnontly 
deprived of the powor of meeting together frooly in clubs ; institu- 
tions moat conducive both to HH oulluroiind to llio protoolion of its 
intorostfl. It will JiiHiflt with equal foroo upon porfocl liberty of 
lonohing, feeling deeply the need of solid iimlvuclion, and tho 
incapacity of intaiihyaioiim and theologians to give it. Without 
popular proBimro, tho oeflonlial conditions of educational liberty will 
always bo avadud. 

And if Liberty dopcndn njion popnlav support, Public Order, 
whollior at homo ov tibroail. ilopoiuls ypon it no loss. Tho inolinn- 
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tions of tlio working classes arc altogether on Iho fiklo of peace. 
Tlioir strong dislike of war is tlio principal reason of the present 
remarkable UauquilUty of Kuvopo. Tlio foolish vG^vot ox\>w!saml by 
nil UK) retrograde parties for Iho decline of the military B nil-it is n 
sufficient indication of what Iho popular fueling is ; but oven inoro 
significant is Iho necessity for compulsory enlistment, which began 
in Franco anil has extended lo otlior parts of ICurope. There has 
been much factitious indignation on Lho subject, but at lonst it 
must bo allowed, that in our armies, Lho ollkors nro Uio only 
volunteers. Again, the working class is moru fra than any othor 
from international prejudices, which still disunite tlio grout family 
of Western nations, although they UYO very nuvch "weaker Limn 
formerly. They are strongest in the middlo classes, u fact princi- 
pally duo to industrial competition, Hut working mon feel how 
similar their wants and (heir conditions uro in all countries, and 
this fooling chocks thoir animosity. And the consciousness of 
union will bccomo far stronger, now Unit Lho great nodal problem 
of thoir incorporation into modern society in being raisnd every- 
where. No errors that statesmen can. commit, whether in mailers 
of war or peace, cun prevent tins from becoming the preponderating 
question in ovevy Envopotm country ; and thus it tends to prosovvo 
their mutual concord. 

Popular sympathies of this sort are, it may bo said, leas con- 
ducive to internal tranquillity than to pacific foroign relations, 
lint the alarm which is naturally aroused by Uio spiritual anarchy 
around us must not blind us to the real guarantees for Order which 
popular tendencies, rightly interpreted, hold out. It is to Uio 
pooplfl that wo must look for tlio, ascendancy of coulval ovov local 
power, which, as wo have soon, is so Indispensable to public order. 
Tlio executive authority, provided only that it gives no cause to 
fear reaction, will always have thoir support when opposed by an 
assembly the prevalent tendencies of which will usually bo adverse 
to thoir interests. They will always turn inslinctivoly to the 
dictatorial rather than to Uio parliamentary branch of the adminis- 
tration ; feeling that from its practical clwraalor and Uio directness 
of its action, it is more likely to moot thoir wants. Useless discus- 
sions on conatUutiaiutl questions way suit ambitious marobovB of 
tho middlo classes, by facilitating thoir arrival to powor. But the 
people tako very littlo interest in all this unmeaning agitation, and 
often treat it with merited contempt They know that it can bo 
of no use to them, and that its only result is to ovado thoir real 
wants by undermining tho only authority that can do them justice. 
Consequently tho people arc certain lo give their support to every 
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government Unit tlcsorvca it ; especially in France, where political 
passions linvn already yii-ldud to tlm superior nnd more ]iormnnont 
interest ol BUCHI! rnuiaUmw. And \vhilo Blvttiiglhctting tho govern- 
ment, thoy may (In much In nlovato its characlor ; liy confining it 
strictly to its pmr.tieal fundion, and resisting any altoinpts that it 
may nuiko to iuU-iToro with opinion, in nil these respects Uio 
BponlawmiH influoiico of iho working classes will bo of material 
assistance in carrying out iho sysUmmtic conceptions of social 
philosophy. 

But u nioro striking proof of llm political influence it 1* f rom 
to bn oxortifii-il by the people i HUH. Tho (liclnUii-dlup Jj^ a> ^ 
wliicli our trniiBitiiuntl ]mliy rcrjuin-s, ntj loiifi rw tlm UimHctaioriat 
simitiml inlL'ni'gnum lust*, tiiimt ui-iso in tho first C^vTiS 
instftiico fryin their rtiukH. miy t-c'inh-eii. 

In tlm woril 7V/jA p , (>s]ii>cinlly in tlio Pronch Inngungo, tlioro is a 
fortnnnto iiinliiguHy, wliidi Jiniy eovvo to remind us tbnt tho 
prolotariato clu-m IK nut, properly Hpcnking, n class at nil, but 
consUtnUiff tlm hnily (if wicinly. 1'Yom it proceed tho various 
apodal claHWJH, \f\i\c\\ wn niiiy r<j#ml m organs nocwHnry to Ihat 
body. Siii thn abitMtinn of royalty, tbo last rouiimnl of casl-o, 
our political k-inli'M liuvo bcrn rccrnitcd, nnd will continue to bo 
PO, fvom Uw wovkii; vlimn. *Ju llm novnwl flUlc, Uowcvcv, it \vill 
bo rciniiiwl n a pvcliininiiry cnndition, tliat tho hoklor of dictator- 
ial powor Hindi liiivo lirrtl, ivuiivod tlm jmlitii-al training which is 
given by tho oxonnwi of iintluiilty in bia own business. In a 
fiotllod Btato (tf Hociuty, (lovcrnniont, strjclly so called, is ft mcro 
extension of civil iullutinci!. XJHiinatiily, tboroforc, political powor 
will fall into Iho bunds of tbu great lenders of industry. As 
spiritual rcorganixaiion iirouu'du, tlioy will gradually bocomo moro 
worthy of it than limy nrn at pimont. llcsidfis, tbo lonuro of 
powor will beconui JI-HH hnrduiifioinc, bccaueo it will bo cou/lncd to 
Julias of a purely practical kind. 

As ynt, liownvor, tlm c-ann IH vory difforont; and thoroforo tho 
wealthy, though nltinmtuly tlioy will bo tho administrators of 
powor, tiro not UHIB lo whom it nhould as a rub bo entrusted in 
our present condition. Special diipartniunU may bo given to thorn 
with advantage, a wo liavo soon proved recently, and that in cases 
\vhoto Iho funcUonB to bo pnvftmncil lifid no rolalion wlmiovoi- to 
imlimtrial Hkill. But they aro not compotont as yot for dictatorial 
power, tlio power which lias to supply tho place of royalty. Indi- 
vidual (jxccpUuuw, of emu-Bo, thwo may be, though iwmo liavo 
appeared hitherto, and at least they arc not enough for our provi- 
sional system to roly on. As yot tbo wealthy classes liavo shown 
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themselves too debased in thought, and feeling fov au o!Uco of such 
importance. J^or tlo wo find greater iipUtiulu for it outside tlio 
industrial class. Scientific mon nro most asanurudly unlit for it, 
especially in V I'uncu, vhovo tho system of Academics hub iiavvowod 
tho mind, withorod tlio fooling, uiul enervated tlio clmniotcr to 
such nn extent, that most of llioin fail in tho conduct of coinnioii 
life, and avo utterly \imvovthy of tho smallest post of authority, 
oven in them' own department. 

All other classes failing us, wo Imvo to look to tho working class, 
which has been loft more frto to form bvoail viowe, mid in which 
tho souso of duty 1ms hoon bolter cultivated. On historical grounds 
I fool convinced that the workmen of 1'Yanco aro move likely than 
nny other class to supply men competent (or supremo power, as 
long as tho spiritual interregnum lusts ; that is, for at I oast one 
generation. 

On looking nt this question enlmly mul -without scholastic or 

aristocratic prejudice, it will bo BOOH, ns T pointed out at the 

beginning of tins chapter, that tlio working cltiss in bettor situated 

than any other with respect to generality of views diul generosity 

of fooling. In knowlcdgo und oxperionco of (idiiiinistration they 

would ordinarily be deficient ; they would thoroforo not bo fit for 

tho work of any special department. But this is no clisqunlifi cation 

for the supremo power, or indeed for any of tho higher offices 

for which breadth of view rather than special knowledge is 

required. Tlhoso may bo filled by working men, whoso good sense 

and modesty will at once lend them to ohooso thoir agents for 

special departments from tho classes who Imvo usually furnished 

them before. Tho practical character and progressive spirit of suoh 

a government being beyond suspicion, special talon t of whatever 

kind may bo mado available, oven in tho case of men who, if they 

had been placed in a higher position, would Imvo proved thoroughly 

hostile to republican institutions. Of (ill tlio cUvomdod. olomonts 

of modern society, there is not one which may not bo of rotil 

service in assisting tho transition. Among soldiers and magistrates, 

for instance, thoro are many who will join tho popular movement, 

and become sincere- supporters of republicanism. A government 

of Uiis kind would tranquillize tlio poopln, would obviate tho 

necessity for violent oompressivo measures, and would at tho wimo 

time have a most beneficial influence on tho capitalist class. It 

would show them tho necessity of attaining to greater purity of 

fooling and greater breadth of view, if they aro lo become worthy 

of tho position for which they are ultimately destined. 

Thus, whether wo look at tho interests of Public Order, or at 
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those of Liberty, it appears necessary as a provisional monsuvo, 
dining Iho ftontimiauen of our spiritual interregnum, that the 
holdors of dictatorial powor shrill bo chosen from Uio working does. 
The success of 11 fow working men in Uio pursuit of wealth 1ms 
exorcised mi unsettling inllueneo on Uio rest j but in Iho present 
inetaiico wo need not foav this result. It will bo obvious that the 
career of a prololiiry governor is a rave exception, and ono which 
requires peculiar endowments. 

In examining Iho mode in which this anomalous policy should 
bo carried out, w must butir in mind tlio object with which it was 
instituted. Jt i most important to got rid of Iho custom, bnsod 
on motives of Holf-intm'.st, which lias grown up during the last 
generation, of hoisting on parliamoutary experience as an appren- 
ticeship fur executive- powor; executive power being always tho 
real object nf anibitiuii. AVo Imvo found from experience what wo 
might havo anlioipatrd on theoretical grounds, that this plan 
excludes all except mero talkers of tlio Girondm typo, men totally 
devoid of Klatrsiniin-liku qiialiticH. To working men it offers almost 
insuimounlnblo ohslnclija ; and oven pupposing thoso obstacles to 
be overcome, wo may bo Hiiro that thoy would loso thu straightfor- 
wavilnc89 ftiul unlive vigowv which cwiftliUlo Ihoiv Iwal claim to 
tlio exceptional position proposed for tlwin. 

It JB boat, tbon, that they whould re;vch tho position asaigned to 
them at onco, without tlio cirouitons process of a parliamentary 
career. Our transition towardw tho normal state will then exhibit 
its truo character, it will bo Iraiujuil und yet decisive; for it will 
rest on Iho combined action of philosophers without political 
ambition, and dictators adverse to spiritual oncroachmoiit. Tho 
teacher who attomptH to govoni, the governor who attempts to 
educate, will both incur severe public censure, as enemies alike of 
peace and progress. Tho whole result will bo a change in our 
revolutionary condition identical with that winch tho Convention 
would have rcnliuud, if, as Hs founders contemplated, it had lasted 
till tho Peace. 

Such, I him, ia the natnns of tho compact into which all truo 
philosophers should ontov with tho loading mamlicvA of Iho proletary 
ckss. Their olyuel is to direct Uio organic and final phase through 
which tho Great Devolution is now passing, What thoy havo to 
do is carofully to prolong tho provisional system adopted by tho 
Convention, and to ignore, as far as possible, the traditions of 
all succeeding governments, whether stationary or retrograde. 
Com\wohunaiv<moftft of viow and social RympaUiy pvcdomiuaUj alike 
in both members of this great alliance ; and it is thus a guarantee 
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for our present stale of transition, and a euro nnnu'sl of tho normal 
future. Tho pooplo aro tho spontaneous loproHunUitiveH of this 
allinnco; tho philosophers its nytemiitic or^un. Tho inlullcctunl 
doficioncics of tho former will tiaslly bo romoilifid by philosophers, 
who will show thorn how osaoniml it in nu rtor.inl ^rnuinln that they 
should understand tho true moaning of history; sinco otlmrwiso 
thoiv concoption ot tho \\uiou of nmukiml inusl ho liiuiUtil to tho 



present goucmtion, ignoring tlm numi ini]n)rtuiit truth of tho 
continuity ol tho 1'icsout with tho J.'iiflt ami thn .iMitnro. A far 
greater obsluclo is tho moral doliciouey of nmat philoHitphura of our 
time. But tho wholesome infliumco of tho pcopln upon them, 
combined witli a itoop philosophic conviotion of tho propondoranco 
of Fooling in every subject of thou^lit, will do mnoh lu uvorcomo 
the ambitious inslinoU which weakon and distract thoiv onorgios in 
the common cause ol social renovation. 



CIIAVTKH IV. 



THE 1NFLUKNUK OK 1'O.SITIVISM, UPON WOMEN. 



Woinon 



IK their action, Hum, upon aocioly, philosophers 
nmy liopo fur the onoigclic support, of Uio working 

olnsscft. But tho regenerating movement requires still J^n!,, JJr 

Iho co-oporation of n third olomonl, an olcnionL imU- imim-o. n id- 

eated by our analysis of hinimu nature, and Hiiggnalod pom'ir'ropro. 

dlso by historical study of Lho groat crisis of inodorn '^y "S 

timOS. imictlciit old- 

Tho moral coiiBliLution of man consists of sonic- I " G " t8 ' 
tiling more Uinn [utnllcc.t nnd Activity. Tlioso nvo roprosonlod in 
tlio conatilntion of micioLy ]>y tho philosophic body and tho prole- 
tariate. Bui hcflidort HIOHO tlioro is Keeling, which, in tlio theory 
put forward in tho lirsl nhnplor of thiw work, M-IIS aliown to ho tho 
prcdo\umidu\K pviuciplo, Uui n\olivo powoi- of oviv being, Uio only 
basis on which tlio viuioiiH purls of our niitnro can ho brought into 
unity. Now tho alliance bulwoim philosophers nnd working men, 
which has boon jnsfc doficrihod, howovor perfectly it may ho 
realised, does nol vopruaont Lho olomonl of Keeling with sufllcient 
dislinclnosa and prominence. 

Corlninly without Social Pooling, noUhor pliilosophora nor 
prolotarios can oxorclso any real inllucnco. Jiut in thoir caso its 
source is nob sufficiently puro nor doop to sustain them in the 
performance of their duty. A more- spontaneous and nioro perennial 
spring of inspiration mnyt bo found. 

"With tho i>hilo80phor social sympathies will novor bo wauling in 
cohoronco, since they will bo connected with lus whole system of 
thought; but HUH very RcionLilic character will deaden thoir 
vigouv, \\nlosa ihoy wo revived by \inpnlaos in wliich vcflocLion baa 
no share. Housed aa ho will bo by tho consciousness of pnhlio duty 
to u degree of activity of which abstract thinkers can form no 
conception, tho emotions of private life will yet bo not less neces- 
sary for him than for others. Intercourse with tho working classes 
will bo of tlio greatest bonolll to him ; but even this ifl not onongh 
to compomalo tho defects of a lifo devoted to Hpeculalion. 

Tho sympathies of tho pooplo again, though stronger and morn 
spontaneous Limn those of tho philosopher, are, in most cases, loss 



nrousod by tlio precarious nutuvo ol Ihtm- position. Emotions of ft 
gentler and loss transient kind must 1m ciUUwl into play. Philoso- 
phers may relievo tUo working cluaauq from Urn ucicefwty of 



their own claims and grievances ; hut tho fact utill remains, that 
tlw instincts by which thoso claims aro prompted aro personal 
rather than souinl. 

Thus, in tho alliance which has boon hero proposed tuj uncossavy 
for social reorganization, Fooling, Iho moat influential part of human 
nature, lias not boon adequately repreaontiid. An element is 
wanting which shall have tho same relation to tlm moral side of our 
coiifllitution, as tho philosophic body him with Intellect, and tho 
people with Activity. On thin, as wnll an on other grounds, it is 
indispensable that Wmnon bo nssoomloil in tho work uf vugonom- 
tion as soon as its londouuioa ftud conditions cnu ho explained to 
thorn. With tho addition of thin third ulomonl, tho coiwUuctivo 
movement at last assumes its ttuo chawctoi 1 . Wo may then fool 
confidant that our intellectual and practical faculties will bo kept 
in duo subordiniUion to universal Love. Thn disunions of intel- 
lect, and tho subversive tendencies of our active powoi'd will bo as 
far as possible prevented. 

iwo Indispensable to Positivism as tho co-oporation of 
nlciof women is, it involves one essential condition. Modern 
progress must rise above its present impurfucL character, 



ino- 
movo- 
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rf OU uann l boforo women can thoroughly sympathise with it. 

Ulstoriu ntid 
dostruotlvo 



At present tho ponoml luotiny amongst thorn is onti- 
pntlvy to tUo HovoUitiou. Thoy dielikti tho dcatvuctivG 
character which the Uovolutiou necessarily oxluliitud in its (U'fit 
phase. All their social sympathies aro given to tho Middle Ages. 
And this is not merely duo, as is supposed, to tho regret which 
they very naturally fed for tho decline of chivalry, although they 
cannot but feel that tho Middle Ages aro tho only period in which 
tho feeling of reverence for women has been properly cultivated. 
But tho roal ground of thoir predilection is doopev and loss 
interested. Ifc la that, being morally tho purest portion of Huma- 
nity, they venerate Catholicism, as Iho only system which has 
uphold tho principle oJ subordinating Politics to Morals. This, I 
cannot doubt, is the secret cauao of most of tho rogrot with which 
women still regard the irrevocable decay of modicovaL Hocicty, 



character Unit no partial improvements can compensate for it. 
Trim, wo tini tilths In justify Mm deviation provisionally, since tlio 
dccny of Catholicism condors political iliclnlovflhip necessary. Eut 
women, having comparatively littlo to do with Iho practical 
business of lift!, can hunlly appreciate Una necessity without a inovo 
snlinfaclory theory of history Unui they nt present possess. It is a 
complete inistalcu to charge women with being retrograde on 
account of MICHO feelings of ri-giut which arc most honourable to 
them. They might rotuvt Iho charge with fr better rcutton on the 
revolution! nUi, for their blind admiration of Creole and Roman 
society, which limy still persist in asserting to bo superior to 
Catholic Keudnlium ; a delusion, tho contiinmnco of which is 
principally duo to our absurd system of classical education, from 
which women are fortunately preserved. 

However Uiifi may lie, tho fuel ings of woinon npon those subjects 
are a very pluin ami Himjilu denionstration of Iho first condition of 
eooial ix-gcjicrntion, whicfi 19, Unit Politics must agnin Ijo siibonli- 
naU-d to Mornlity; nnd this upon a more intelligible, more coni- 
pi'ohonsive, and more ponnnnent IwBia thon Catholicism could 
eupjily. A syBtom wliich supplied such a basis would naturally 
involve vcvovonr.o for women an one of its chnrncloriatic results, 
Such, thon, nro tho tomtH on which women will cordially co-operalo 
in tho progressive movement. Nothing but incapacity to satisfy 
those tin-inn could induce any thinkers to condemn tho conception 
as retrograde. 

It ia not, then, to Iho Revolution itself that women foci anti- 
pathy, hut to tho nnli-lmlovic spirit which prevailed in its first 
phaso. The blind abuse lavished on tho Middle Ages wounds 
thoir strongest sympathies. They en re littlo for metaphysical 
theories of soeioly in which human happiness is made to consist in 
a continual exercise of political rights ; for political rights, however 
attractively presented, will always fail to interest thorn. Jiut they 
glvo thoir cordial sympathy Lo all reasonable claims of tho people ; 
and those claima form tho voal object of tho revolutionary crisis. 
They will wish nil success to philosophers niul workmen when they 
eoo them endeavouring Lo transform political disputes into social 
compacts, and proving that they have greater regard for duties than 
for rights. If they rcgrot the decline of the gentle influence which 
they vjasscBBod in former times, It is principally because they find 
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thoir reproaches. 

But tbev wm Women will gladly uBSneiiUo thoimtslvea \viLh Uio 
w^n^in.r... Revolution as soon as its wnrk of reconstruction is 
fairly begun. Its negative phase must, iint bi> prolonged 
too far. It is difficult enough for thorn to wulcrrtfmit 
how such a phnau could over bo -necessary j therefore 
c?ifta r ajjooift" they cannotbo expected to excuse its ani'rrationw. Tho 
Uttra. truo coimoc t,jon of Uio Involution with tho Middle 

Ages must be fairly staled. History, when rightly interpreted, will 
show them that its real object is, whilo laying down a Biirer basis 
for Morality, to restore it to tlio old position of superiority over 
Politics in which tho mediroval system first placed it. Women 
will fool enthusiasm for tho second plmso of tho Involution, when 
they sco republicanism in tho light in which PoaitiviHW presents 
it, modified by tho spirit of ancient chivalry. 

Then, and not till then, will tho movement, of social regeneration 
bo fairly begun. Tho movement can Imvo no groat force until 
womon givo cordial support to it ; for it in they who nro the host 
representatives of tho fundamental principle on which Positivism 
rests, tho victory of social over selfish affections. On philosophers 
rests tho duty of giving logical coherence to this principle, and 
saving it from sophistical attacks. Its practical working depends 
upon tho proletary class, without whoso aid it would almost always 
be evaded. Hut to maintain it in all its purity, ae an inspiration 
that needs neither argument nor compulsion, is Iho work of women 
only. So constituted, tho alliance of tho throe classes will bo tho 
foreshadowed imago of the normal state to which Humanity is 
tending. It will bo tho living typo of perfect human nature. 

Unless tho now philosophy can obtain tho support of women, 
the attempt to substitute it for theology in tho regulation of social 
life had bettor bo abandoned. Hut if tho theory stated in my first 
chapter bo truo, Positivism will havo oven greater, influence with 
women than with tho working classes. In tlio principle which 
animates it, in its manner of regarding and of handling the great 
problem of human life, it is but a systeiuatiu development of what 
women havo always felt iiistinativoly. To thorn, as to the people, 
it offers a noble career of social usefulness, and it holds out ft sure 
proapcot of improvement iu their own personal position. 
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t U.IB . uiiu pro]u<n<:ra 01 womon aro upon religious 
questions, it cannot bo long boforo 1% Jiml out that Positivism 
satisfies, not merely then- intellectual, but their moral and social 
wants bottoy than Catholicism. They will thon Imvo no further- 
reason for clinging lo tlio old system, of the decayed condition of 
which Lhoy ni-o purfeislly aware. At present thoy not unnaturally 
confound Positivism with lh ncii-ntinc specialities on which it is 
Ixiapd. HciontiuVfitudius have, as they suu, a hardening influence 
which thoy caniuit suppo&o tlmt tho now school of philosophers 
who tiwfst BO strongly upon tho necessity of studying science, can 
havo i-scapcd. Closer acquaintance with tho subject will show 
them whory Llitiu- owor lion. 'L'liny will HOC that tho moral dnncor 
of Bcumlifii! sliuliuH nnsvs almost enlin-ly from want of purpose nnd 
from irmtioiuil HjH'cinlity, which always alionato than from tho 
social point of viow. .lUit for the Po-sitiviHt this dnngcr docs not 
oxist; tiinco, hnwuvi-r far ho may carry thcsio preliminary studies 
ho doea KO .-limply iti wvlor to gnfu u atrongoi- grasp of .social ques- 
tions. HIM onti ohjcci. iH to concc-ntralo nil tlio powots of Man upon 
tho gmicral advaiiconuiiit of tho raco. And so long as this object 
]jo Icupt in viow, wumni's good BCIISO will readily distinguish 
bctwcon tho lminiiif{ nuconsary for it, anil tho puerilities of tho 
loamcd societies. Tho goneml ujiirit of lliis work, however, makes 
fui'thor oxplanation uninicoRsnry. 

Tho social nuHHion of woman in tho Positive system 
follows as a natural consoquonco from tho qualities 
noouliar to her nature. 

T il 1 .1 - l>Do 

in tho moat nsnuntial (ittnbutn of tho human raco, lllul 
tho tenduney to plnco flooinl nbovo personal feeling, she "AKnu 
is iindonbtudly wipurior lo num. Morally, therefore, bllt lo mod!f y- 
and apart from all material considerations, sho merits always our 
loving veneration, an tho purest and simplest impersonation of 
Humanity, who can novor bo adequately rcpresonlcd in any maa- 
oulino form. But theso qualities do not ijivolvo tho possession of 
political power, which some visionaries havo claimed for women, 
though without- thuif own consent. In that which is tho great 
object of human life, tlmy aro superior to mon ; but in Iho various 
moans of attaining that objcot they aro undoubtedly inferior. In 
all kinds of force, whether physical, intellectual, or practical, it is 
certain ihnt jtfim aiirpfuatu WOHMIH, in nccoixJanco witli n gonoml 
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all our thoughts aim energies to avoid; uieroioro man taices tuo 
command, notwithstanding hia inferiority in goodnrm Success in 
all groat efforts depends moro upon 'energy and talon t Hum upon 
goodwill, although this last condition reacts strongly upon the 
others. 

Thus tlio three- elements of our moral constitution do not net in per- 
fect Imrinony. Force is naturally supremo, find nil that women cnn 
do is to modify it hy affection. Justly conscious of their superiority 
in strength of feeling, llioy endeavour (o assort their inlluonco in ft 
way which is often attributed by superficial observers to tlio more 
HOVG of power, JJut oxporionco always tenches thorn that in a world 
where tlio simplest necessaries of lifo arc scarce nud difllcull to 
procure, power must belong to the strongest, not to the most 
affectionate, oven though the latter may deserve it best. With all 
their efforts they can never do more than modify tlio harshness 
with which men oxorciso their authority. And num submit more 
readily to this modifying influence, from fooling that in tho highest 
attributes of Humanity women are their superiors. They BCO that 
their own supremacy is duo principally to tlio material necessities 
of life, provision for which culls into play tho self-regarding rather 
than tho social instincts, llonco wo find it tho case in every phnao 
of human society that women's lifo is essentially domestic, public 
lifo being confined to men. Civilization, so far from of toeing this 
natural distinction, tends, as I shall afterwards show, to develop it, 
while remedying its abuses. 

Thus tho social position of women is in Una respect very similar 
to that of philosophers and of tlio working classes. And wo now 
soo why those three elements should ho united. It is their com- 
bined action which constitutes tho moral or modifying force of 
society. 

Philosophers are excluded from political power by tho fiamo 
fatality as women, although they arc apt to think that ihoiv intel- 
lectual eminence gives them a claim to it. AVcro, out- malarial 
wants moro easily satisfied, the influence of intoUoct would bo loss 
impeded than it is by tho practical busiucaR of life. But, oil this 
hypothesis, women would have a hatlov claim to govern than 
philosophers. For the reasoning faculUfis would have remained 



on no wuih ttxluvuul BlimuluR fov Us ncliviLy. A HEo of thought is 
a inoro uvuU'iit, tlu-qmililicatinn for Iho government of the world 
ovon Hum u lifo of feeling, although Llio prido of philosophers is a 
grcalcr ohstadn lo HiibnuBsitm limn tho vunity of \vomon. With 
all its pivlcnmonf*, inliillodmil forco is not in itself more moral Ihtm 
material force. .Kach in but an inalrumont ; tho moril depends 
entirely upon il right employment. Tho oidy clement of our 
imtui'o wliich in in itsulf jnoml is Lovo ; for Lovo nlono Lends of 
itself lowimla thu piuiniiuloriiiLW) of souinl fueling ovor SL-lMutcrcat. 
And binco ovon J^ovo uuiinoL tfovorn, what can bo tho chum of 
)n iracticu\ lil'o prticodunoo iiuiat tihvnya clopond upon 
oiiHi'gy. KWIHOII, ovon mom than Jfculing, must bo 
to tliu limk of modifying. Plulosopliors tlioroforo must 
l)u oxoUwUid from fjovoi'iunuul, i\t loi\Bt ivs vigvdly na wowon. It is 
in vuin for InUillccl lo allmnpt lo ooniniaud ; it novor cnu do inoro 
tliiiu modify. In fuel, thu morality which it indircclly jiossosacs is 
duo lo thin inipoHftiliility of oxcrdning compulsory power, and 
would bo ruined by Iho nUiiiinwml of it, supposing il wore poasiblo. 
Intollt'ot muy do much lo aimmd Iho nntuml ovdisv of things, 
provided tlinL \l tlouu nol allompt lo milmiii it. AVlml it cnn do is 
by ilfl pywtu 1 of Hynteiuatic nrianguinout lo cll'ccb Iho union of nil 
tho dawn who urn liltuly to t'xurl a ImiU'lltial inlluoiico on nmtorial 
power. .U is with UUH viuw lliut evury upiriluul yowor has availed 
itaolf ol Urn iiid ul women, m wo BOO was tlio cnao in Iho Middle 
Agos, 

Proceeding with out 1 ftociological nuulysia of moral force, wo shall 
find (\n e^ttftlly flUikiug vijauml)lft\tto boUvoon Uio influonco of 
AVoinen and that oxorcisud by llio People. 

In Uio lirwl Hlogu of progress, Ihcro is no modifying power except 
wlial, anringH from Fooling i iifttM'wards liitollecl combines with it, 
finding iUulf unablo lo govern. Tho only oloniont now wanting is 
Activity; and ihis want, wliich in indieponnablG, is Buppliod by tho 
oo-opciulion of Iho poople. The fuel \, thai although the people 
conslilulo Iho bauia on which all political powor rests, yet thoy have 
as liltlo lo do directly with tho administration of power as philoso- 
phers or women, 

Power, in tho strict BOIIBO oil tlio word, power, that is, which 
controls action wilhoul pommding tho will, has two perfectly 
distinct sources, numbers und wealth. Tho forco of numbers is 
\\Q\iftHy oomidovcd tlio movo ratvioiial o U\o two ; but in reality it 




influence government morally, Ijiit cannot take nil aetivo part in it. 
The Sfime causes wliicli exclude philosophers and women apply in 
the case of tho people. Ouv maUsrml nijerasUioa m-a flo uvgnnt, that 
those who liavo the moaua of providing fov Ilium will always bo 
the possessors nf power. Now Lho wealthy Imvo theso means j 
they hold in their hands Urn products of labour, by which each 
generation facilitates the existence- and prepares tho operations of 
its successor. Consequently Lho power of Lho capUaliHt is one of 
so concentrated a kind, that- numbers cnn vory soMom resist, it 
successfully. Kvon in nuliUvy nations wo find the muuc thing ; 
the influence of numbers, tlinugli more, direct, afl'ecta only tlio moclo 
of acquiring wcallli, not its tenure. 3Jut in indimtiial wlatcs, whoro 
wealth is ocquircd by other ways than violence, the law is evident. 
And with llio advance of civilisation il will oporato not lesa, but 
muro strongly. Capital is ever on tho incrcnBO, niul coimequontly 
ia ever creating means of BUhsisU'nefl for thowi who powi'.asi nothing. 
In this sense, but in no other, tlio cynical maxim of Antiquity, 
Faucis nascilur huinanum genus, will alwayH bear a truo nicaning, 
The few provide subsistence for tho many. Wo como bar.k, then, 
lo tho conclusion of tho last chapter ; that Lho working classes aro 
not dostinoil for political power, but that they tend to hocomo a 
most important source of movtil powov. Tho moral vnluo o( U\o\r 
infiuonco is even moro indirect than tliat of plu'loHophors, and 
depends even more in Lhcir case upon subordination poliLically. 
In the few cases whcro government ]>a8Ses fora time inLo tho handa 
of tho masses, wealth in ita turn assumes a sort of moral infiuonco 
foreign to its natxiro. It moderates Lho violence with which 
government is apt to bo ndinimaLcvod in such cnsca. TKo high 
intolloctual and moral qualities belonging Lo tho working classes 
aro, as we have seen, in great part duo to their social position. 
They would bo seriously impaired if tho political authority that 
"belongs to wealth wore habitually transferred to numbers. 

Tlio united Such, in ouUhiu, is the Positive theory of Moral 
KXhon. ? orw< B ^ it( Ul dwiwlwm of iimtoviixl fovco may bo 
men, nwi' pro- in part controlled. It rests upon tlio union of tlio 
K SC Monj tlivco elements in society who aro excluded from tho 
FOI-CO. sphere of politics strictly so called. In their combined 

-action lies our principal hope of solving, so far as it can bo solved, 



people, in onorgy and activity. Tlio philosophic element, although 
neither tho most direct nor tlio moslfillicicnl, is yet the distinctive 
feature of this power, because its function is to organize its consti- 
tution and direct its operations in accordance with the two laws of 
social Hfo. As Iwiujj; llw yLomaUc organ of Uio spmlual power 
it lias bcconto identified with it in namo. Thin, however, may load 
to an orronooUH conception. Tim moral aspoct of tho spiritual 
power is more important than tlio intellectual. "\Vhilo reluming 
tho name as an historical tradilion of real value, PositivisU attach 
a aomowhat tlilVuruiit meaning to it. It originated in a time whou 
theories of suciuly woro unknown, and when Intellect was con- 
sidered as tho coulral principle of human naluro. 

Spiritual power, an inlfirprolfHl by Poaitivism, boRins with Uio 
influonco of wuiimn in Uio family j it is afterwards moulded into a 
system by thmkorfi, whilo the people an* Iho guarantees for its 
political effiflienuy. Although it is tlio intellectual clans that insti- 
tutes tho union, yot UH own part in it, as it should never forgot, is 
losa dived, than Umt oE womiM\, I-SB pviuiliwU Unm Vlmt of tlio 
pooplo. Tho Ihinkor i socially powcrl^s except so far as ho is 
.supported by feminine ftympatby and ])0|)iilar ouorgy. 

Thus tho ncciwwily of aaBOCialing women in Uio movomont of 
social regeneration creates no obstacle wlmlovoi- to Uio philosophy 
by which Unit nuivyuumt is to bo dii'wted. On the coutmvy, it 
aids its progress, by showing tho Into character of tho moral force 
which is (Uttlinud lo control all tho other forces of man. It involves 
aa perfect an inauguration of tho normal stato as our limes of transi- 
tion admit, .l-'oi- tho chief characteristic of that atato will bo a 
more oomploli) and more harmonious union of Iho same three 
classes to whom wo aro iunv looking for tho first impulse of reform. 
Already wo can BOO how perfectly adapted to tho constitution of 
man this final condition of Humanity will bo. Veoliny, Reason, 
Aotivity, wliothur vimvod separately or in combination, correspond 
exactly to tho thnio elements of tho regenerative movement, "Women, 
Philosopher^ and J'ooplo. 

Verification of this theory may bo found more or loss distinctly 
in every pnviod of history. Ei\cn o tho tlvveo clasua vofovral to 
have always borno out tho biological law that tho life of relation or 
animal lilo, is subordinated to tho life of nutrition. Still more 



question in Sociology with the comispnudiiifj; statical conception. 
l''oi' \vitli tho growth of society, tho modifying influence of moral 
force ia always increasing, both by larger scopo being given Lo each 
of its tliroo elements specially, ami also by thn moro perfect conaQli- 
dntion of their union, liobortaon has iniulo an important remark 
on tho gradual improvement in tho condition of women, which is 
but a nuitioulai 1 case of this sociological low. The gniiuml principle 
on wliicli progress in all tliroo classes depends, in tbo biological law, 
that tho preponderance of vogotublo lids over animal life diminishes 
as Uio organism is higher in tlio scalo nml is mora \wvlctly 
developed. 

Curing tho various phases of ancient Polytlioiflin, tho controlling 
novcr flonsUlod simply of tho maval iutluwnco cxovUnl liy women 
in tlio Family. In public life Uio inlluoiico of thiukors hud not 
nmdo itself independent of Uio govoniiwmtfil authority, of wliich 
it was soiuoUmes U\o souvco, BOiuutiiiica U\o ii\Uuinout. MinUwwfil 
Catliolicism wont a slop fni'thor, and took Uio Ilratfilup in pynLomfi- 
tmng moral force. It croft ted an iiulopeinUml Hpivitnal (iiilhority 
lo \vlucU political govornmouU wuvo mibovdiitalml, nml tins 
authority was always supported by women. JJuL Uio comploto 
orgiiiiization of inoml forco was reserved for niodorii times, It is 
only reconLly that Uio working olawios have bikini Lo intorlovo 
actively in social questions ; and, as I Iiavo shown in tho preceding 
chapter, it is from their co-operation that tho now spiritual power 
wilt iltwivo its practical ctHuuncy. Limilotl originnlly to Uio apliovo 
of Fooling, and subsequently extended to the intellectual sphere, it 
henceforward embraces tho sphere of Activity ; and this without 
losing its spiritual character, since iho innuenoos of which il. consists 
are entirely distinct from tho domain of practical politics, Kaoli 
of its tliroo elements persuades, advises, judges; but except in 
isolatod cases, novor commands. Tlio aoulnl miaeion of Positivism 
is to regulate and combine thoir sponluuooua action, by directing 
each to the objects for which it is best adapted. 

And this mission, in spite of strong prejudices to tlio contrary, 
it will bo found well calculated to fullil. I Iiavo alrowly shown Us 
adaptation to the caso of tho people and of tho philosophic body, 
whether regarded separately or in combination : I liavo now to 
show that it is equally adapted to tho com of women. 

In proof of this I have but to refer to tho principle on which, as 
stated m tho fust chapter, tho whole system of Positivism is basodj 



opcmtion, though valuable, was not of primary importance, bccunso 
Catholicism claimed a divine origin indopondimt of their assistance. 
But to Positivism they are indispensable, as being tlio jnircst nnd 
simplest embodiment of its fundamental principle. It is not 
nioroly in Llio Family Hint Llioir iirihumco will be required. Thoii* 
duly will often bo to call philosopluns ami people buck to that 
unity of purpose winch ovigumVi-d in thu first plm:u with tliomsolvcs, 
find which ouch of tlic olhur elements is of ton disputed lo violate. 

All Ituo philosophers will no doubt accept and bo profoundly 
influenced by tlio conviction, tluiL in all subjects of thought the 
social point, of viow fihoiild bo logically mid scientifically propon- 
tlcmut. Tlxoy will con8C(\uoiitly mlmil tlio tiuth that the Ilctiit 
takes pveccdonco of the "Undorslnnding. .Still they rctiiiivo somo 
mom direct incontivo lo mn'vormil J'.ovo tlmn thoso convictions cnn 
supply. Knowing, 110 they do, how slight is Iho practical result of 
purely inlolloctiml coiisidomlioiip, they will woltionin so precious nn 
inccntivo, wcro it only in Iho interest of their own mission. I 
recognised its miccsftily myself, whim I wrolo on Iho lllli ()f March, 
Iti'lO, to liur who, in spilo of death, will nlwy remain my constant 
companion ; " I \vns iuuoinplottt sxs a philoBD]'.hriv, \\\\\\\ Vhy oxpori- 
cnco of dnop and puro panaion hntl givnn mo fullor insight into the 
cmotionnl sulo of luinuui nnturo". Strong nlftiction exercises a 
nmrvolloua influonco upon muntal ollbrt. It elovnlcs the intellect 
at onco to tlio only point of viow which is rcnlly universal. Doubt- 
lose, Uxo inftlhod o iu\vo Bciouco loads u\i to it also ; but only by a 
long and LoilfOino process, wliicli oxhiuinln the powers of thought, 
and leaves litllo energy for following out tho now results to which 
this great principle gives rise, Tlio stimulation of auction nndor 
feminine! inlluonco in necessary, therefore, for tlio acceptance of 
Positivism, not nioroly in those classes for whom a long preliminary 
oouiso of scientific study would bo impossible, it is equally 
necessary for tho systematic teachers of Positivism, in whom it 
ohoclia tlio tendency, which is oncouvngod by habits o( abstract 
speculation, lo deviate into useless digressions; Ihcso being always 
easier to profioculo than researches of real value. 

Under HUB aspect tho now spiritual system is obvi- 
ously superior lo tho old. ]iy tho institution of 
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from it who did not belong to Uio occlcaiastical body ; tlio mombora 
of that body, ns Arioslo lias remarked in his vigorous* satire, wore 
excluded. Kov could tho ovil bo vciinodied, exeunt iu vovy varo 
cases, by irrogulnv attachment, wliicli inevitably corrupted the 
priest's character Ijy involving tho necessity of porpotnul hypocrisy. 
And whon wo look at tho diflbronco of tho spirit by which the 
two systoma are pervaded, wo sltnll find fltill nioro striking ovidonco 
that tho now system offers a far larger aphoro of moral iiiflucnco to 
women than tho old. 

Both ftvo based upon tho principle of affretion ; but in Positivism 
tho affection inculcated is social, in Catholicism it is essentially 
personal. Tho object of Catholic dovoUou JH one oC such aU\|ie\i- 
doua magnitude, that feelings which are imconnoetod with it aro 
hi danger of being crushed. Tho priofjlhnnd, it ia irno, wise 
interpreters iu this respect of n gonoml inntinct, hvought (ill tho 
nioro important social obligations within tho com pass of religion, 
and hold thorn out afl necessary for salvation. Tndivoctly, tlio 
nobler fcolinga wcro Uuis callod into notion ; hut at tho Hnino time 
llioy wouo voudcrod far loss spontaneous and puro. Tlmro could bo 
no perfectly dlsiiitorostcd direction undor a flynUnn which promised 
otovnal vowavds fov ftll ftcla of solf-dcniftl. 'Jfov it \vi\a impossible, 
and indued it would have been thought aiuful, to Uoop tho futuro 
oxifc oi sight ; and thus all spontaneous gonuvosily wns unixvoidnhly 
tainted by eolf-iutcrcst Catholiciam gavo mo to nil igtioblo 
theory o morals which became very nmchiovons whon it was 
adopted by tho metaphysicians ; because, while retaining tho vicious 
principle, they swont away the checks by which tho priesthood had 
controlled it. But oven whon wo look at tho pntost form in wliioli 
tlio love of God was exhibited, wo cannot call it a social feeling, ex- 
cept in so feu- as tho same object, of woiship was hold out aimuUanc- 
onsly to all. Intrinsically, it is anti-aociul, sinco, whon attained iu 
absolute perfection, it implies tho onth-o ancrittao of all other lovo. 
And in tho best representatives of Christian thought and fooling, 
this tendency is very apparent. No one has portrayed tho Catholic 
ideal with such sublimity and pathos as tho author, of tho Imitation, 
a work which so well deserved tho beautiful translation of ConioHlo. 
And yet, reading it as I do daily, I cannot help remarking how 
grievously tho natural nobleness of Thomas A J Kompis was impaired 
by the Catholic system, although in apito of all obstacles ho rises 
at times to tho purest ardour. Certainly those of our feelings 
which avo purely uuuolfiflh inu&t bo far atvongov and mow spon- 
taneous than has over yet been supposed, since oven tho oppressive 
discipline of twelve centuries could not prevent their growth. 



CHAP, iv.) 



IJU'I.UKNCB OF POSITIVISM UPON* WOMI5N. 



163 



Positivism, from lh fnct oC its conformity \villi Tho spirit o 
tho ciiiistiluli'tn of our imtuvo, is Uio only system j ?osltlv i'" 11 . on 
ealculnliid to develop, both in public and in private la^o^niwS 
We, lliuso high altrilmli-s of Humanity which, for want mSm-d'S 
of adcqualu syKtemnlic culture, arc slill in their nidi- itiioiim-t m. 
inenlury Bins". Catholicism, while appealing lo tho tiS* rt 3 
Ilcnii, crushed Intellect, ami Intellect naturally sliiig- olUor - 
(led lo Umiw off ihn yoke. Powlivism, on Iho contrary, brings 
Kcasou into cnmplolo harmony with Fouling, witliout impairing 
tho activity of oitlior. 

Scioiil-ilic stiuly of tlto rolnlion which ouch individual bcni-u to 
tlio wliolo rnco \ n uniUiuml stimulus lo Bocinl sympatliy. With- 
out a thunry of miciiily, il, is iiupossiblo to Icccp tins rolation 
distinctly and (lotmUinUy in viow. It is only noticed in a few 
oxcoplioiml fiftsos, and iinconnt;cled improsaioim arc soon effaced 
from tho nionun-y. ](ul Iho l^ositivieL teacher, taking tho social 
point oE viuw invaviiihly, will uinkti Uiis notion it moro funtilinr 
to UFt than it lias uvtir buou boforo. Ho will show us tho impossi- 
bility of undiHttliimling any individual or aocioty apart from tho 
whole life of tlm ract;. .Nothing but tho bowildonncnt caused by 
theological and metaphysical doctrines can account for tho shallow 
explanations of human alfairs given by our teachers, attributing as 
they do to Alan what in really duo to Humanity. But with the 
sound ov Ulcovy Umt wo HOW possc-aa, wo can see the LruLh as it 
really sliiiiilH. A\ r o havo but to look oaoh of ns at our own life 
under its physical, iutulludUml, or moral aspects, lo vccogni/.o what 
it is that wo owe to tho combined action of our predecessors and 
contemporaries. Tho man who dairn Lo think himself independent 
of others, oitlior iu fiielingw, thoughU, or actions, cannot ovon put 
the bhtspliomom conception into words without immediate self- 
contradiction, since the vary language ho uses is not his own. The 
profoumloBt thinker cannot by himaolf form tho simplest language; 
il vcqviivuH tho to-opovuUon ot tx coinimnnly for soverid gonorationB. 
Witliout fnrllini' illiiHtration, tho tondoncy of Positive doctrine is 
ovidont. It appeals Hystomatically to our social instincts, by cou- 
Btantly imin'osfling upon m tlmt only tho Whole is real ; tliat tho 
Pans exist only in ahfttraclion. 

But indcpondunlly of the beneficial influence which, in this final 
state of. Humanity, tho mind will exorcise upon the heart, tho 
direct culture of tho heart itself will bo more pure and more 
vigorous than under any former system. It offers us the only 
mcaua of diaiHtgtvgmg ouv benevolent, fidculioiis from all calculations 
of solf-intorost. As far as tho imperfection of man's nature admits, 



164 A OKNJIItAI. VIHW QV POSITIVISM. (ciup. [v . 

thoso affections will gradually become tmnrumo, eiuco they give 
deeper satisfaction than all others, and aro capable of fuller 
development. Sotting Uio vownvdn ami pnuiahwonUs of theology 
nsido, wo shall attain at last to Unit which is tho mil happinoss of 
man, pure and disinterested love. This is truly tho Sovereign 
Good, sought for so long by former systems of philosophy in vain. 
That it surpasses all other good ono fact will show, known to tlio 
tendor-Uoavtod horn personal cxpuvionco ; Vhtvfc it ie ovon bottov to 
lovo than to bo loved. Overstrained an this may soum to ninny, it 
is yet in harmony with a general truth, that our nature is in u 
healthier state when active than when passivu. Tu tlio happiness 
of being loved, thcro is always somo tingo of Holf-lovo; it is impos- 
sible not to feel pvidc iu tho lovo of ouo whom wo pwiuiv to till 
others. Since, then, loving gives purov satisfaction Mum being 
loved, tlio superiority of perfectly disinterested alVuotiou is at onco 
demonstrated. It is the fundamental dofoct of our naturo, that 
intrinsically these o flections aro far wenkor tlmn tho nidliHli propen- 
sities connected with tho pvcwi'vvatum oC our own oxwlonco. ll\it 
when they have onco boon aroused, oven though tho original 
stimulus may havo bcon personal, thoy havo greater capacity of 
growth, owing to tlio peculiar charm inherent in thorn. JJosidcs, 
in tho oxciciso of those feulings, all of us can co-oporato with and 
encourage ono another, whovoas tho reverse in tho coso with the 
selfish instincts. Thoro is, therefore, nothing unreasonable in 
supposing that Positivism, by rognhlmg and combining tlicso 
natural tendencies, may rouse our sympathetic, instincts to a 
condition of permanent activity hitherto unknown. When the 
heart is no longer crushed by theological dogmna, or hardened by 
metaphysical theories, wo soon discover that real happiness, whether 
public or private, conaiate in Uio In'ybost possible dovolopmonl of 
tho social instincts. SolMovc comes to bo regarded as an incurable 
infirmity, which is to bo yielded to only so far na is absolutely 
necessary. Hero lies, tho universal adaptability of Positivism to 
every typo of character and to all circumatancua. In tho humblest 
f! relations of life, as in the Iviglwst, I'cgenoviiLo 1 [\uimmty will ftpply 

tho obvious truth, It is better to givo tlmn to rucoivo. 

Tho Heart thus aroused will in its turn react bonoficially upon 
tho Intellect ; and it is especially from woman that this reaction 
will proceed. I havo spoken of it so fully before, that I need not 
describe it further, It is in Reeling that I find Uio baeib on which 
tho whole structure of Positivism, intellectually as woll as morally 
considered, vests. Tho only remark I havo now to add is, that by 
f ollci wing out this principle, philosophical difficulties of tho most 
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laud RTO nt once wivmountwl. 1'vom moral considera- 
tions, tlio intellect may bo rcndily induced to submit to scientific 
restrictions, tlio propriety of which would remain for a long timo 
matter of debute, wero philosophical discussions the only menus of 
indicating it. Attempt, for instance, to coiwinca a pure mnthcma- 
Uciuu, howovor coiiNcieutiouR and talented, that Sociology is both 
logically nnd scientifically superior to all oilier studies. Ifo would 
not reiiiHly admit this; und fiovero oxnrlum of tho imluctivo nnd 
dcductivo faculties win alono convince him ol it. IJut by tho aid 
of 1'Vrling, mi artisan or a won inn can, without education, rcndily 
grasp thin great encyclopaedic principle, and apply it practically to 
tlio common iilliiivfl of life. But for this, tho Inrgor conceptions of 
philosophy would have but a limited rango, and very fow would 
bo capublo ol the crmrflo o nUnly which in yet fio imiiorLant on 
social grounds for nil. donijircluiiiaivonofls of mind is no doubt 
favourable to nyinputliy, but in itself more actively stimulated by 
it. AVhon tho 1'onitivint nmtliod of education is accepted, mornl 
oxcollcnco will ho vory ^mernlly n'gavdcd as a guarantee of real 
iutelloctvml cftpainty. Tlio vovohilioiiiHt Inmlora of Uio Convention 
phowcd their nemo of tins connection by allowing, aa tboy did 
fionictiiue.4, republican ardour to outweigh scientific attainment. 
Of coursf!, no long IIH men romnin without n nyfitonmtic theory of 
morals, aucli policy would bo likely to fnil of il-8 object, and indeed 
would bctonm poniUvely nuBluftvo\in. 31ul the vepvoi\ch ia \\8ually 
that it was a relrngmdo policy, a rojironcli far more applicable to 
the prcflont syfitem, in wliioh tho Btandard of fitness for any office 
ia regulated oxchinively Ijy intiOlcctual considerations, tho hcftrt 
being alfogothor diHrcgnrdod. Historically wo can explain this 
pwujlico by tho fact that tho religious faith in which our moral 
nature has hitherto been trained liaB boon of a most oppressive 
character. Kver incn tho jVIiddlo Agoft, tho intellect and tho heart 
have hcon unavoidahly al JSHUO. rosiliviem is tho only system 
which can put an end l,o their antagonism, bocauao, as I hnvo before 
explained, while subordinating Itcnnon to Feeling, it docs so in such 
a way as not to impair tho dovulopmont of either. With its 
present untenable ulahns to mipromaoy, Tnlolloct is in reality tho 
principal eoureo of Booial dincord. Until it abdicates in favour o 
the II cart, it can never hoof real aorvico in roconfltruction. But 
its abdication will bo uaoleiw, nnlefls it is entirely voluntary. Now 
tins ia precisely tlm rosult which I'ositiviem attains, because it 
takes up tho very ground on which tho claims of intellect aro 
defended, mindly, fi&ientiflc dowonatvfiUoH, a gvouiul which tho 
defenders of intellect cannot repudiate without suspicion at once 
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attaching to then 1 woUvwj. But Uiwilo^iual or metaphysical 
remedies can only oxnsnomlo tho dUmsn. Hy uppri'HHm^ tlio inlet- 
Icct thoy provoke it to frosh maumxitiun agui n.it Urn ln>mt. 

lutoiiootnai l f 'or flH tlioso reasons, wunusn, whu rmi ImUur judges 
on-imoniniB- of iiiowil questions I] in ii oiirsulviw, will lulinil tlnit Vosi- 
mcSnvub PO- livism, incontosLiiUy supm-im- iw it is to nlhm 1 systems 
sitiviHMi. iutcHucUuMy, surpasses Lhoui yul iuov in dwiliun with 
tlionfFcctiong. Their only olijcclioii nrisoHfroin wmfnuudin 
Philoaophy itsolt with its pwliniiiKiry courwo of Hciinitilicj uLudy. 

Women's mindo no doubt aro IUHS capalilo Llnui ourn of 
lizing very widely, or of carrying OH lung protn-Hsi-H of dednclion. 
They two, tlmt is, loss capahlo Limn inon of alwUrtuL mUillucUml 
exortion. On tho othoi 1 hand, Uiy aro ^nomlly inoiu ulivo to that 
combination of reality witli utility which is ono of tho cliamctor- 
istics of Positivo speculation. In this respect Lliuy liavo much in 
common intellectually with tho working clnsnt's ; niul forUniatoly 
they havo nlao tho samo ndvanlugo of ljuing iniLiuminullnl liy Lhc 
present absurd sysUim of uduaiLion. Kov ib Uiiv ])8\lio fi\r 
removed from what it should bo normally ; iKiiiig I mi ongn^cd than 
men in tho business of life, their con turn pin tivo fnuulticH nro called 
into activity moi'o onsily. Thoir minds aro jjuiUmr prcucnuiiioil nor 
indiil'oiont; tho most fnvouiiihlo condition for Lho reception of 
philosophical truth. Thoy Imvo Ear inoro ullinity iiitollcctimlly 
wilh philosophora who tunly dosovvo Uio nmuo, Uuxu \vo lind iu tlio 
scientific m on of the present day. Comprohonsivoiicss of thought 
thoy consider as important as posilivity, whoroaa our savants cnro 
for nothing but tlio latter quality, and ovon that thoy undcrstancl 
impcvlcctly. Molioro's romarkablo oxprosaion, tics clnrlCs <to tout, 
which I applied in the kst chaplov lo popular education, was \\6cd 
by him iu reference to women. Accordingly wo find tlmt women 
took a vivid interest iu tho very first attempt nintlo to nyatomntizo 
Positivo speculation ; tlio Cartesian philosophy. No more striking 
proof could bo given of their philosophical affinities ; and iho inoro 
so that in tho Cartesian system moral and social speculations woto 
necossarily oxcliulod. Smoly, then, wo may expect Uwiu U) rccoivo 
Positivism far more favoumbly, a system of which tho principal 
subject of speculation ia tho moral problem in which both BOXCS aro 
alike interested. 

Women, therefore, may, like tho pooplo, bo counted among tho 
future suppoitoi-B of tho miw philosophy. WUhowl fchoiv combined 
aid^it could never hopo to surmuuiit Lho strong ronugnanco to it 
which is felt by our cultivated classes, especially in Pruned, where 
tho question of its succoss has first to bo decided. 
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But when women havo sufficient acquaintance with 
Positivism, to HCO Ha mipmorily to Catholicism in 
questions of feeling, they will support it from moral .'ihccti'y" 
sympathy oven moro than from intclloctiml adhesion. Bl| -c"Btt'c it. 
It will bo tho heart oven moro than the mind which will incline 
thorn to tho only system of philosophy which has fully recognised 
tho preponderance of Feeling. They cannot fail to ho drawn 
towards a system which regards women as tho embodiment of this 
principle; tho unity of human nature, of which this principle is 
tho bnsis, hiring thus entrusted to thoir special charge. Tho only 
rcfison of their regret for the pant, to that tho present fails to satisfy 
their noblest social imtinctK Not that Catholicism over really 
satisfied thorn; indeed in its general character it is oven loss adapted 
to women than to men, B'IIICO tho dominant quality of woman's 
nature is in direct contradiction with it. Christianity, notwith- 
standing its claims to moral perfection, has always confounded tho 
quality of tenderness with that of purity. And it is true that 
lovo cannot b deep unions it is also pure. ]Jut Catholicism, 
although it purified Invo from tho animal propensities which bad 
been stimulated by Polytheism, did nothing otherwise to strengthen 
it. It has given us indeed too many instances of purity, pushed 
to tho extent of fanaticism, without tenderness. And this result 
is especially common now, because tho austerity of tho Christian 
spirit is not corrected, aa it need to bo, by tha inspiring influences 
of Chivalry. Polytheism, deficient as it was in purity, was really 
far more conducive than Christianity, to tenderness. Lovo of God, 
tho supremo all'cctum round which Catholicism ondoavourcd to 
concentrate all olhor feelings, was essentially a solf-rcgarcling 
principle, and as such conflicted with woman's noblest instincts. 
Not only did it encourage monastic isolation, but if developed to 
tho full extent, it became inconsistent with lovo for our fellow 
mon. It was impiety for tbo Ic night to lovo his Lady better limn 
his God; and thus tho host feelings of his naturo wore repressed 
by his religious faith. Women, therefore, are not really interested 
in perpetuating tho old system ; and tho very instincts by which 
their naturo is characterised, will soon incline them to abandon it. 
They havo only been waiting until social lifo should assume a loss 
material character ; HO that morality, for tho preservation of which 
they justly consider themselves responsible, may not bo compromised. 
And on this head Positivism satisfies thoir heart no less than thoir 
understanding with all tho guarantees that thoy can require. Based 
as it ia upon accurate knowledge of our nature, it can combine tho 
simple affectionate spirit of Polytheism with tho exquisite purity 
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of Catholicism, without fcftr of taint from tho wibvomvo sophisms 
engendered by Uic Hpiritual inmrchy of our times. Not however 
that purity is to bo placed on llio snino lovol with tenderness. 
Tenderness is tho move essential of tho two qualities, became move 
closely connected with the gvand object- of all luimtiu effort, tlio 
elevation of Social Feeling over iSolt-Luvo. Tu n woman without 
tenderness thoro is something oven inoro moiiHtrons tlmn in a man 
without coumgo. Whatever her InloulH find oven hoi- anorgy may 
bo, they will in most cases prove misclriovoim botli to horsoif and 
to others, unless indeed (.hoy should bo millifiml by tho ros train t of 
theological discipline. If elio line lorco of chanioUn- it will bo 
wasted in a stvugglo against all legitimate nuthonly; while her 
menial power will bo employed only in iloaUuctivo BOphiama. Too 
many cnses of this kind present themselves in tlio social unurohy of 
the present tiino, 

Sucli is tho Posiliviat tlioory on tho oiilyoct of AVonion. It 
marks out for thorn a nohlo Hold of Hochil tiaofulnoes. Tt ox tends 
tlio scope of their inllnonco to public na well as private Ufo, and yet 
in a way thoroughly in harmony with their nature. "Without 
leaving the family, they will participate in tho controlling power 
exorcised by philosophers and workmen, Booking oven in their own 
domestic sphere vtithov to modify Uitm to govern. In a word, i\ft I 
shall show move fully Hi the last cluiptoi- of UUH introductory work, 
Woman is tho spontaneous priestess of Humanity. She paraom/ics 
in tho purest form tho principle of Love upon which tho unity of 
our nature depends ; and the ouHuro of that prinoiplo in others is 
her special function. 

All classes, therefore, must ho brought nndoi' women's women's in- 
influence) ; for all require to ho reminded constantly of ^OIKO nvw 
tho gi-oat tvwlU lUal RWBOU and Activity nvo snbovdi- S I l Sm work nii5 
nato to Fcoliug. Of their iullucuco upon phiUjBophcrs uioiftwoiif". 
I have spoken. If they are men worthy of their misnion, they will 
be conscious of tho tendency which their lifo lins to harden them 
and lead them into use-leas speculation ; and they will fool tlio need 
of renewing tho ardour of their social sympathy ufc its native source. 
Feeling, when it is pure and deep, corrects its own errors, because 
they clash with tho good to which it in ovor tending. Tint or- 
roncowB use of tha mtollccUwl ov practical faculties, emmot "bo ovon 
recognised, much leas cairoatcd, without tho aid o Afl'acliun, winch 
is tho only part of our nature that enflbra diractly from such errors, 
Therefore whenever cither tho philosopher or 'tho people deviate 
from duty, it will he the part of women to remonstrate with them 
gently, and recall them to tho true social principles which aro 
entrusted to their special charge. 
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With the working cliwc*, tho special danger to bo contondcd 
against is thai 1 U-.ndinicy to abuo their strength, and to resovl to 
force for tho nUiiiinnont of their objects, instead of persuasion. 
Jin I this danger is uftnr all less than that of llio misuse of intellec- 
tual power to which philosophers are so liable. Thinkers who try 
to make reasoning do tho work of fooling can very seldom bo 
convinced of thoir error. Popular excitement, on tlio contrary, 
has nflon yielded to feminine influence, exerted though it has been 
hitlmrUi without any HyulimHitic guidance, Tho dillcronco is no 
ilonbt piu'Uy owing to Urn fuel that thovo we now few ov uono who 
deserve the nnino of philnsfiphorH. For wo cannot give that name 
to tlio superficial nophinln and rhetoricians of our time, whether 
psychologist or iihiolugiHlf, mon wholly incapable ol deep thought 
on any subject, hidupondenlly of this, however, tho difference is 
explained by tho eharaotor of tho two classes. Women will always 
Dud it harder to dmil with intellectual pride than with popular 
violence. Appeals to social fooling aro their only weapons; and 
the Hotiftl fueling nC tlio workman nvo stronger than thoso of tho 
philosopher. Hophintry is fur more formidable to them than 
passion. In fact, wore it not that tlio working classes aro even 
now so amenably to fiunalo hillm-ncc, socloty would bo in extreme 
danger from Urn disorder caused by intellectual anarchy. There 
aro many Bophisms which maintain Uieninelvos in a pi to of scientific 
refutation, and which would bo destructive of all order, wore it not 
for our moral instincts. Of this the Communists offer a striking 
oxtunplft, in avoiding, with thivt admirable inuontuatcncy to which I 
have idvcddy called attention, tho extension of their principle to 
tho Family. Kurrouwlud by lliu wildest theories, such as, if they 
wore put m practice, would utterly destroy or paralyse society, wo 
see largo numbers of working mon showing In their daily life a 
degree of aller-lion and respect for women, which is unequalled by 
any other class. It is well to roflcot on facts like these, not only 
because they lead us to judge tho Communist school with more 
jtistku, but hi&iuwo, omivring aa thoy do in tho mkl&t of Bocial 
anarchy, thoy ehow what powerful agencies for good will bo at our 
disposal in more settled timca. Certainly they cannot bo attributed 
to theological lunching, which has rather had tho olfoot of streng- 
thening the errors which it attacks by tho absurdity of its refuta- 
tions, They aro simply tho result of tho influence which women 
have spontaneously exorcised on tho nobler feelings of tho people. 

In Proliant countries whore their influence is lt:ss, tlio mischiev- 
ous efti'ds of (Jomvmmistid thaorios Imvo boon ftvv grcntov. Wo 

owe it to women that tho .Family has boon so little injured by tho 
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i-otrogracb spirit of those republican toformm's, whoso ideal oE 
modem society IB to absorb the lAumty into Uw Stale, fts was dono 
by a tow small tvibos ii\ ancient Clveoco. 

TUe readiness shown by women in applying practical remedies to 
erroneous iheoiies of morality is shown in olliev cnsug whore the 
attractiveness of tlio error would scorn irnwistiltJu to tho coarser 
naturo of men. Tlio ovils consequent on divorce, which 1ms boon 
authorized in Gormnny for Lliroo centuries, havo bc.on much lessoned 
by women's instinctive repugnance to it. Tliu aamo nmy bo said 
of re-con t attacks upon mniTiftso, wliich ftro still more sorious, 
bccfiuso t-ho nimrohy of modern lito rovivoa all ibo oxlravngtmeos of 
tho metaphysical spirit in nnciont timoa. In i\o cmo caao lias a 
aohomo o aocioty UosUlo Lo nmvL-iago mot with any rent favcmi* 
from woman, pliuisiblo as many of lliom HCOIIUM!. Uimblo in tlioic 
ignocanco of sucial aoionco to see tho i'nllnoy of such schomns tlioin- 
solves, our revolutionary writers cunnot concoivo tlmt women will 
not bo convinced by them. Hut happily wonion, Hko tho people, 
judgo in these nmttora by tho heart mthor Limn by tho hond. In 
tho absence of any guiding principle to diroct tho understanding 
and provont tlio deviations to winch it is atwnya oxpoaotl, tho heart 
is a far safer guide. 

There is no need at present of pMraumg thoso vomtxvka fnvtUov. 
It is ftbundftntly clcav that womou ate iu ovovy roapcct oiluplod fov 
roctiEying tlio moral doviatioiia to which ovary olnmuuL in tlio social 
organism is liable. And if wo already fcul tho valno of thoic 
influence, springing as it doos from tho unaided inspirations of tho 
heart, wo may ho euro it will become far moro consolidated nml will 
bo far moro widely foil, when it rests on tlio biiais of ft sound 
philosophical system, capable of rotating sophisms mid exposing 
fallacies from which their unassisted inaUnob is insulUoiont to 
preserve us. 

Tboir oooin] ^' 1US ^ 10 l mvL to ^ c 1'layod by women in public life. 
is not moroly passive. Not ouly will they ylvo their 
sanction individually and collectively to tho verdicts 
of public opinion as formed by philosophers and by thopooplo; 
but thoy will themselves interfere actively in moral questions. It 
will bo their part to maintain the primary principle of Positivism, 
which originated with themselves, and of which thoy will always 
bo tho most natural rcprosantativoa. 

13\it how, it may bo asked, can this bo reconciled with my 
previous remark that women's Itto should still bo easonUally 
domestic 3 
For tho ancients, and for tho greater part of 11 10 human raco at 
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Uio present Um,_ it vouM bo irrpconciiabtc. IJuL in AVesIcm 
Knropo Iho Holutinn IIIIH long ago been found. From Lho time 
when women ucqiiiml, as they did in tho Middle Ages, a fair 
measure of domestic fivuilnm, opportunities for social intovcourso 
arose, wliioli combined muni happily Lho advantages of private mid 
of public lifo, niul in Iheuo women presided, Tho practice after- 
wnnls oxlondud, especially in Vranoc, and thoso meetings became 
tho InbmaloriuH of pulilic opinion. II- WOHIH now as if they bad 
died out, or had lout, thmv character. Tho inlcllcclunl and moral 
anarchy of our liniutt is most unfuvourublo to froo interchange of 
thoughts (ind ( JuulingH. _ ]Hit a cnsloin so social, and which did suck 
good aurvico in tlio pln'Idnopliitrnl inovomonL preceding tho Itovolu- 
tioii, is nHSimully not d<'nLinod to imrisli. In tlin nioro perfcc.L social 
etflto Ki wliicli wo arc Londing, it will bo dttvolopod inoro fully than 
over, wlion niun's inindft and licarts luivo accepted tho rally ing-point 
offered l>y tlui now philo.sojtliy, 

Tliis Js thim, tlui nmdo in which WOJDOII can witli proju'ioly 
participate in public lifo. lloro nil classes will recognize tboiv 
authority nn imnumjunt. tJndoi 1 Dm now ayalom thcao nicotinga 
will ontiroly hmu tlunr old aristocndio cha'raelor, which ia now 
Bimjily ulwlruuUvo. Tim PoHiLivist ailon will comploto tho scries 
of social meijtintfu, in wliiuh tho Lhrco cloimmts of tbo Bpiritual 
power will Iw (ililo to act in concur!. J'iirtt, thoro ia tho voliyions 
assoiuhliih'O in Lh Tom pin of Humanity. IFcro tbo philosopher 
will natuudly pruHidit, tho other two cliiHfjog taUing only a secondary 
part. In the Club Hjpiiu it ia tho punplo who will take tbo nutivo 
part; women find philopophcrn would support them by tboir 
prosonco, but without joining in tho ilolwlo. I.nsllj', wonioji in 
thoir fiixlonw will promote aotivo and friendly inlorcouvao botweon 
all throe clnssos ; and bore nil wtio may bo qualified to take- a 
loading pint will Jind thmr inlluonco cordially aoeoplcd. Gently 
and wiLliDiit dllbit iv moral control will thus bo established, by 
winch acU of violence or folly may bo chocked in their source. 
Kind advice, yivun indirectly but earnestly, will often save tho 
philoHophev from being blinded by ambition, or from deviating, 
through intellectual prido, into UBuluea digressions. "Working men 
at thoso meetinga will learn to roprcns tbo spirit of violence or envy 
that frequently urines in thorn, rocognmng tho sacrcdnf,s.H of tho 
cai'O lluis Ditwifiwlittl fur Uioir intoa'sU And Iho grcftt nml tlto 
wealthy will ho lau^ht frum the manner in which praiso and blamo 
is given by those whoso opinion is most valued, that tho only 
justifiable use of power or. talent ia to duvoto it to tho service of 
tho wouk. 




Hut, liowcvor important tho publio duties that 
nMy i \*'& women will ultiinatoly Ijo railed upon Lo perform, 
principal the Family is after nil tlimi- hij'linst and most distinc- 

snoroofiiotion. , . . * . , , . . ,, . , , 7 

live sphere of work, it was m allusion to their 
domestic inlluonco that I spnkft of thorn iw Uio oviRinniors of 
spiritual power. Now tha Family, although it is th basis of t\U 
human society, 1ms never boon satisfactorily defended by any 
received system of society. AH tlio corrosive power of metaphy- 
sical analysis lias bcou employed u])on it; and of ninny of tho 
sophisms put, forward no rational refutation lian hwn given. On 
tho othov hand, tho protection ol Lho Uioolo^iima is no loss 
injurious. For thoy still persist in connecting tho institutions of 
tho Family with their obsolete dogmas, which, however useful they 
may have been formerly, arc now simply dangerous. IJVom tho 
close of the iliddlo Ages tho pricstliood liaa boon poworlcsa, as 
tho Hcnniimis songs of tho troubadours pvovo, to protect tho 
sanctity of mavriaga against tho shallow but, misohiovouR attncks 
which oven then wore made against it. And afterwards, whon 
those- falso principles became more generally prevalent, and oven 
royal courts disgraced themselves by giving public approval to thorn, 
tho weakness of tho priests became still mow manifest. Thus 
nothing can be moro momtvous than UICRO ignomnt luwm'tiona that 
theological doctrines Imvo boon the safeguard of the Family, Thoy 
have dons nothing to preserve it from tho most subversive attacks, 
under which it must havo succumbed, but foi 1 the hotter instincts 
of society, especially of tho female portion of it. With tho 
exception of a foolish fiction nbout tho origin uE Woman, theology 
has put forward no systematic defence of marriage; nud ns soon as 
theological authority itsolf fell inlo discredit, tho feeble- sanction 
which it gave to domestic morality bocnmo utterly powerless against 
sophistieal attacks. But now that tho Family can bo shown on 
Positive principles to rest on scientific laws of human nature or o 
society, the danger of malaphyaicnl crmlvovpvay mid theological 
feebleness is past. Those principles will bo discussed systematically 
iu tho second volume of tho larger Treatise to which this work is 
tho_Introduotion. But tho few remarks to which I must at presont 
limit myself, will, I hope, at least satisfy tho render as to tho 
capability of Positivism to wwalabUsh morality upon a firm basis. 

woman* According to tho lower, views of tho subject,, such aa 
"'tfo.conW tll 30 coai ' so| y expressed by the groat hero of reaction, 
" Na P. lcon ' proct'ttition and maternity are tho only social 
functions of Woman. Indeed many theorists object 
ovon to hot Tearing bor childran, ami think it preferable 
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to leave them to Iho abstract benevolence of tho Slate. But in tlio 
Poaitiviut tliuury <>f marriage, Uu> principal functir.ui of "Woman is 
onoquiliMinconnocU'd with procivalinn. It is a function depen- 
dent on Uio hitflieHt atlrilmtes of our nature. 

Vnst us in tin- inonil importance of malmiily, yot tho position of 
wio IIUK ulwuyK IK-UU anisiiU-vwl twcu lunvc clmvaetevisUc. of 
woman's imtuvii ; an tdiown by tho fact that tho words woman and 
wifo are in many langua^H synonymous. Marriage is not a] ways 
followed hy children; and hrwidi's thin, a bad wi fir in very seldom 
indeed a gond nmtlinr. Tin' limt aspect then, under whiuh l j ositi- 
visin conidiiiH AVoinnn, IH wiinply IIB tho coinpniiiou of Mini, 
iiTOspoctivo of her iimLcninl dulii^. 

Viowcd tluiH, Marrin^ii IH tin; niowt ulciuontnry and yet the most 
perfect moiln of Rucial life. U in tho only nssooiation in which 
entire idcnUiy ot inUminlH in piiNHililu. In this union, to Iho moral 
compUilmiwm of whiuli tlio lun^tuigQ of all civilised nations hoars 
testimony, tho nnhlcHt aim of Intinan Hfo is realised, as fur as it 
over can ho. For tho ohjrot nf huniun oxiHtoncc, (is shown in tho 
eocond chu\itdi', IH (iro^rtiSH of ovury Itiml; pvogroaa in inortdity, 
tlmt M to Hiiy in thn wuliji'dion of Kolf-intoroflt to Social Feeling, 
holding thn IhuL rank. !Now tliiflnnijiuiHliuiiablo principlo leads us 
by a very mini and direct path to tho tvuo theory of marriage. 

.Difl'wiiilaH thn two mixcn aio hy naturn, and incronscd as tlmt 
diflbroiico IB hy tho divorwity which happily oxiats in their social 
position, each JH cniiHinpiontly iiocoHsuiy lo tho moral duvolopinont 
of tlio othisr. In pnictioal oni>rgy and in tho nmntal capacity 
which usually aiicompaiu'i'H it, Man is Qvidontlynnporior lo Woman, 
"Wowftu'8 slroiiHth, im Uio oUiov lituul, lios in Fcoling. Bl\o excels 
Man in lovo, IIH Man oxci>l hcv in force, JL is impossible to 
conccivo of a oloatii 1 union than that which bindft tlicao two beings 
to tho mutual Hovvieo and perfection of each other, Having thorn 
from nil danger of rivalry. Tlio voluntary chnmutor too of this 
union givtiH it a still further charm, when tho choicu has been on 
both flidiiH a hiqipy ono. In tho 1'ositivo theory, then, of marriage, 
its principal ohjout \a conmdortid to ho that of completing and 
coiilinniiig Iho nducalion of tho hoart hy calling out tho purest and 
stvon^OHt of hniniin i)yni])nl)iic8. 

It is trno thab Hiixiud instinct, which, in man'ft onso at all events, 
won tlio origin of conjugal attachment, is a fooling purely selfish, 
It is alao truo that iU absence would in Iho majority of cnsos, 
diuviiuaU Uvo ouovpy of ivffmiUuu. lUit v/oiniiu, with hor moro 
loving hoart, Imti usually fv loss need of thin coarse stimulus than 
man. Tho inlluonco of hoi' purity roacls on man, and oniiobloa his 
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aifcctiou. And affection is in itsolf so invent, llmt \v]\w\ onco it 
has boon firoiisud by whiiluvor ngoncy, its o\vn chnrm is snlliciotto 
maintain it in nctivity. When this is the case, conjugal union 
laconics a perfect ideal of friendship ; yot still nioro beautiful tlmn 
friendship, because each possesses ami is pnssupand by tho oilier. 
VDI- povfett friendship, diffcrcnefl of sex is cssoutwl, S\R oxchuUng 
tlto possibility of rivalry. No ntlior voluntary tio can admit of 
such full and unrestrained confidence. It is tlio source of Iho most 
mmlloyfid happiness thai* man can enjoy ; for there cnn bo no 
greater happiness than to livo for another. 

Tint indcpondently o tbo inlrinsic vnluo of thia sacrwl union, wo 
liavo to consider ils impovtnnce (torn the sociixl point, of vinw. It 
is tlio first slago in our progress towimls that \vliich 13 tlio final 
object of inoml ctlucnt-ion, Jifiincly, itnivorsal lovo. Afany writers 
of Hie so-cnllcd socialiat school, look upon oonjugal lovo and 
universal benevolence, tho two cxtroino tonna in Llio scnlo of 
affections, ns opposed to each other. In tho second chupior, I 
pointed out tlio fnlsoucss fiml dftiigoi 1 of this viow. The mini v?ho 
is incapable of tlcqi altoction for ono whom lie, ling clmson ns hig 
partner in the moat intimate relations of life, cnn lumlly expect to 
be boliovod wlion lio professes tlovotion to A mass of hunitin boinga 
of whom lio knows nothing. Tho heart cannot throw olf ils 
original st>irialmoss, without tho aid of some complete nml ondnving 
affection. And conjugal lovo, concouU'ntod ns U ia upon one object 
exclusively, is inoro enduring and complete tlmn any oLhov. I'Yoni 
personal cxporienco of strong lovo wo riao by dcpfrcos to sincoro 
affection for nil mankind ; Although, ns tho scopo of feeling widens, 
its cnorpy must decrease. Tbo connection of thoao two alatoa of 
feeling is instinctively vRco{ni4wl by nil j mid it ia clcavly intlicnted 
by tho Positive theory of human naturo, which has now placed it 
beyond tho reach of motaphysicnl attacks. "When tho moml 
ompiro of Woman has boon more firmly established by tlio diffusion 
of Positivist principles, mon will BOO that tho common practice of 
looking to the private life of a statesman as tho boat guarantee of 
his public conduct had deep wisdom in it. Ono of tho strongest 
symptoms of tho general laxity of morals to which mautal anarchy 
lias brought us, is that disgraceful law passed in Franco thirty 
yeftrs ngo, and not yet repealed ; tho avowed object of which was 
to surround men's lives with a " wall " of privacy j a law introduced 
by psychologist politicians who no doubt needed such a wall.* 




Inw TOW Introduced by Royor-Colki-d, It forbids dismission of tlio m-Ivato 
nffnira of {iitblio mon. 
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The purpose of mnmno oiico clenrly understood, it Cnmiuion 90 f 
becomes ecmy to define iln conditions. Tlio intorvcn- ^solumo '"" 
lion of wiciuty i necessary j but its only object is to <S"y! 
coufinn oiid in develop tlio order oE tiling which oxi&ls nnluxitlly. 

It is CHsi'.ntial in Urn first plnco to tho high purposes for which 
innn-ingc him been imtitutud. Hint tlio union shall be botli exclusive 
mid indiaHoluhlo. Ho ('swmlinl imleod are boll) condilions, tliut wa 
frcqiicnlly find thmn ovuii whon tho connection is illegnl. Tliat 
any ono should have, ventured Lo iivopounil ibo doctrine Hint lininau 
ImppincHH IB to bii Miflimsd by levity nnd inconfiialency in love, is a 
fact which nothing lint llm utlur dullcinnoy of sm-ial nnd moral 
principles can nxplnin._ Lovo cnnnot In; drop unlosa it remains 
cottsUwl lo a fixed tibjco.t. Tim very pn?ihilily of chmigo is a 
Icniplatinn to it. 80 tlillVrontly ooimtiuilcd ns innn nnd woman 
nro, is llii'ir short lifn too nuicli for portent knowladgn and lovo of 
oiioanolharl YnL tin! vuronlility to which most linntnn nflection 
ig linblii nmk(!S tlio iiiLorvcnliun of Rocioty ncccsanry. AVitbout 
sonic check upon imh'cinion nnd cnprico, lifo might degenornlo into 
n ininevnbhi wrieH uf experiments, oncb ending in fnilnro nnd 
dcgmdnlion. Soxnnl lovo mny hocomen poM'orful ongino for good : 
hut only on tlio condition oC plnoing it nndor rigorous niul povitia- 
nont discipline 'V\ww \vh doulit ilu> iu:CL i ily for this, have only 
to cast n Klnncu boyond WeHlorn luiropo at tho countries whevo no 
anch dinciplino IIIIH Ijocn OHlalilinhed. It ban been smd tbnt the 
nilopUoi) or rnjuction of monogamy in n Him])lo question of climate, 
IJuL for thin hypotheftiH them is no ground whatever. It is na 
contrary to common ohHtirvalion na to philosophic theory. Mnr- 
ringc, like nvuiy other hnntnii institution, 1ms nlwnys been im- 
proving, lleginning in nil coun trios with unrest ricled polygnmy, 
it Icnda in idl to tho purest nionogniny. Tracing back the history 
of Northern '.luiropo, wo find nolygumy 111 ore as well ns in the 
Sonlh ; and Sonthoni nntiom, liko Korthorn, adopt polygnniy ns 
their social lifu ndvnnces. Wo sco tho tendoncy to it in those 
parts of tho lCant which come into contact with \Vcntorn civiliza- 
tion. 

Monogamy, them, Ja ono of tho most prcciona gifts wliicb the 
Middle Ages havo Imqnoatbed to \Vostern Europe. The striking 
superiority of social life in tho AVoat is lU'obnbly due lo it more 
than to any other cnimo. Protestant countries Imvo seriously 
impaired its value by Ihtih 1 lawa of divorce, lint Una aberration 
will hardly bo permanent. It )'H alien to the purer feelings of 
women nnd of tho people, and tho mischief done by it is limited to 
tho privileged cluesoa. Franco is now threatened with a revival of 
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tho metaphysical delusions of tho Ko. volution, and it is fmeil by 
somo that the disastrous oxainplo of Cioriminy in this respect will 
bo imitated, liut nil finch tendencies, hciin^ utterly inconsistent 
witli tho habits of modern life, will HOUII bo chooked by tho sounder 
philosophical principles which Jiuvo now orison. Tho uiotlo of 
resistance to these errors which 1'osittvinm adopts will render tho 
struggle most uaofnl in liasliwing tlio adoption of Llio true theory 
of marriage. Tho spirit of I'lwkivJsm biting always relative, 
concessions may bo made Lo meal exceptional CHSUB, without 
weakening or contradicting tho principle ; \vhunms Iho absolute 
o-haiactcv of theological docLviuft \vna iucomjiftUhlo willi tiontosaioii. 
Tlio rules of morality should bo ganurnl ami comiiiuheuaivo ; hut 
in their practical application oxcoptioua huvo of tun to ho matlo. 
By no philosophy but tho Posilivo can thcao two conditions bo 
reconciled. 

I'orpoimii To tho spirit of aiinrohy, liowovor, PosiliviHin yields 
wido*iiooj. nothing, 'j;i, m ny ^^n^l ( Q murriiigo, it roiulora 

nioro complete Limn over. 1L dovulojis tho priuoiplo of monogamy, 
by inculcating, not as a legal institution, hut us a moral duly, the 
porpotnity of widow hood. Affection so iinnly concentrated hfis 
always been rcgavdod with voapocl ovon on mnn'tt mdi\ But 
hitherto no religion hus had sulliciouti puvily or iulhuMico to socuro 
its adoption. Positivism, however, from tho RuinplulcncKH of its 
synthesis, and from tho fact that its ruloa nro invariably biiscd on 
tim laws of nature, will gain such influence, ami wo find litllo 
difficulty in inducing all naturoa of dolicato fooling to accept this 
additional obligation, It follows from tho vovy priuoiplo which to 
tho Positivist is tho object of all marriage, tho raising and purifying 
of the heart. Unity of tho tio which in already recognised us 
necessary in life, is not less so in death. Constancy in widowhood 
\m onco common among women j mu\ if Us in oval "beauty is loss 
appreciated now, it ia bomuso all systematic morality hs boon 
forgotten. Uufc it is none tho loss, as cavoful study of human 
jiftluro will show, a most precious source of moral good, and one 
which is not boyond the roach of nobler natures, ovon in their 
youth. Voluntary widowhood, while it oflbra all tho advantages 
which chastity can confer on tho intellectual and physical as well 
ns on tho moral nature, is yet frco from tho moral dangers of 
celibacy. Constant adoration of one whom 33 oath has implanted 
muvc^visibly and deoply on tho memory, loads all high natures, and 
especially philosophers, to give themselves mow \invesevvodly to 
the sorvico^of Humanity ; and thus Iheiv public lifo is animated by 
the ennobling influence of their innermost feelings. Alike from a 
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senso of their own truest happiness and from devotion to public 
duty, ilioy will l) led lo UHH ve.miU. 

Dcop nH in the natmfaction in Mus prolongation of tlio finereclncss 
of mnrrinffo, it limy 1m curriod by Ihomi who racngiriau Us value yet 
fmlhcv. AH Iho death (if uiui did not dt"*tvoy Uio bowl, RO iwithov 
ghoulil Uio dcnth of bnlh. Lot, limn, tlmati wlioin death could nob 
divide bo laid in Mm minio fpivo In^iUmr. A promise of Mm 
aolcum act of iwruntnalion mi^hl- bn j^ivi-ii befnrchaiid, \vhou the 
orgrttiB of public opinion judged it nionlwl. A innn would dud u 
new molivo for public oxi-rlinu, if it wcrn fult lo IIK n plodyo that 
tho uimnoiy <>f Imr wlmni 1m loved Hlinuld bn for nvou cou\)lo.d \viLh 
his own. AV' 1 liuvo n fmv iimlinicica wlmm Lliia union of niomorins 
hug taken pln' HpunUnooiwly, IIH in Uio CIIHO of L:inm and 
1'olrarch, and of Dnnlo mid .Itiialrir.u. Yut, Miofo iustancns nvo so 
oxcoplionnl, Mial- Llnty lumlly liolp UH to rcnlisu Uio full valunof thn 
instiUiLion proposed. Tlmrn i no I-CIIHOII fov liinitinfi it to ctiBos of 
oxlmoiiliniiry ^fiiihin. In llin inoro liciiHliy slain of socioty lo 
which wo ftni Lending win-in juivalo and pnblii 1 . lifo will bo far 
nioro cloHdly connected tlwn tlmy liavn bcnn hillmilo, this roconi- 
pftiiao of Hitivicn may Im^ivi-n In all who hiivu dcHorvod it, by thoso 
who Itavn coinn within llmir circ.ln of inllucnc.e. 

Sucli, thtni, urn Mm i-oimnltil-ioim wbiirh 1'rmHivint nympathy can 
givo. They limvo no caiiHn lo n^i'it l,lm viHintmry biipcs bnld out 
by ChviBtianity, lioprft wldcli now urn an unfn'hlint,' lo tho heart as 
to Uio inlolleul. Hi-re, a in all olhrn- reHpcds, llm moral superio- 
rity of Viwilivifim w HJiown, for thn ermifort which it gives to the 
bereaved implicw a ulronyUmniiiK f Hi" lie.. (JliriHlian donaoJation, 
of which BO mueh IIHH hiinii Hitid, nithnr fmconragea a second union. 
J(y BO doing it Hin-ioimly inipairn Mm value of the institution ; for a 
division of alfoction tiriHi-, which indeed flonniH hardly coinpatiblo 
with tho vnx\\n ntopia of a fntnni lifo. Tho innli In lions of por- 
potunl widnwlmoil and of union in thn tomb havn found no place- 
in any previous sysli'm, tliou^li both worn wanting lo inalto 
monogamy complete, lloro, IIH ((iRowlmin, llm boat reply which tho 
tlio now philosophy can K' vn t" JKnoinnt projutlicn or nialignant 
cnhiiiiny, ia lo take now Hlopa forwurd in llio moral advancement 
of Man. 

Thus the theory of marriiigo, n snt forward by tho PosiliviBt, 
becomes totally indt-pondiml (>f any jibyflical nioiivo. It is vugnviicd 
by him as Mie maul, poworful iiml-rnnient, of mornl education; and 
therefore n Urn \mm of public or individual welfare. It is no 
ovmlrninotl QnlhiiHinmn wliicli li-atln w lt> dovato Uio moral purity 
of narringo. Wo do so from vJKoroiiH exaiuinnlion of iho facls of 
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human imturc. All the best results, whether pomum! or social, of 
marriage may follow, wlieu tho union, though more impussiuiicd, 
is us clinsto as that of brother and water. _ Tim sexual instinct 1ms 
no doubt something to do in most ciisfis will) tho lirst formation of 
tlm passion; but it is not necessary in nil canes to gratify tho 
instinct. Abstinence, in cases whore them i rail ground for it on 
huth sides, will but serve to strengthen mutual affection. 

Vi'mi.hn'i* ^ r uftvo oxmilnlot '- tho position of "Woman m a wife, 
wL.'.ioii na a without supposing hoi 1 to bo ii mother. "We shall find 
Mother. ^ 1(l ^ nill j ol . n j(,y ( wliilo it oxlciiiJa hor spliorc of moral 

influence, dous not alter \ls nature. 

As a mother, no less than as a wife, her position will bo improved 
by Positivism. Sbo will hiive, almost exclusively, tin: direction of 
household education. Public education given mibHuqucnlly, will 
bo little but a systematic development of that whidi has been 
previously given at home. 

i-Muontioii of For H is a fundamental principle that education, in 
ri.iuiruu bo- tho normal condition of Hoeiety, Jiniel bo entrusted to 
tuw?B. t0 Thoy tho spiritual power ; and in thu Jfninily tlm spiritual 
..iiiyortHKHiuo p OW cr is represented by AVonmn. 'J'hi-'n) aro strong 

Uio dovotop- * . ,. J . , ' . ,, , ,. r T -i I 

incut of elm- prejudices against entrusting tho education ot chile Iron 
ractol ' p to mothers : prejudices springing from tlio revolution- 

ary spirit of modern times. Since the close nf tho Midillii Ages, 
tho tondency has boon to placo tlio intellect above tho horni. We. 
have neylcctod tho moral side of education, ami have given undue 
importance to its intellectual side. .IJut rositivimu liaving 
superseded this revolutionary phase by demonstrating tho prepon- 
derance of Iho heart over tho intellect, moral education will resume 
its proper placo. Certainly tho present mode ol iiifllruetiuii is not 
adapted for. "Woman's teaching. But their inlluenco over tho 
education of tho future will be even greater than it was in tho 
Middle Agos. For in tho first placo, in every part of it, moral 
considerations will be paramount; and moreover, until puberty, 
nothing will bo studied continuously except Art and Poetry. Tho 
knights of old times were usually brought up in this way under 
feminine guidance, and on them most assuredly it had no enervating 
influence. 1'ho training can hardly bo supposed ICSH adapted to a 
pacific than to a- warlike state of society. For instruction, theo- 
retical and' practical, as distinguished from education, masters are 
no doubt necessary, But moral education will bo loft entirely to 
women, until tho iimo amvos for ByetwnaUo teaching of moral 
science in tho years immediately preceding majority, Hero tho 
philosopher is necessary, But tho chief duties of tho philosopher 
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lie, with nduHs ; hift aim hoiug to vccnll thorn, individually OT 
collcctivoly, to principle* impressed on thorn in childhood, and to 
enforce tins right application of theso principles to special cases as 
they may nriao. Tlmt part of education which has the greatest 
influence on life, what may IJD called the spontaneous training of 
tho fooling, belongs entirely to tho mother. Honco it is, as I have 
nlroady observed, of tho greatest importance to allow the pupil to 
remain with his fuinily, and to do away with tho monastic 
seclusion of our public He.hoota. 

The peculiar lilnr.ns of women fov inculcating these elementary 
principles of morality is a truth which ovory Into philosopher will' 
fully recognise. Women, having ttlrongor sympathies Limn men, 
must bo butter able to mil out sympathies in others. Men of good 
Bonso huvo ulwayn full it movo important to train tho heart than tho 
head; and this is tho view adopted by Positive Philosophy, 
There is a danger "f uxa^goiiiling tlio importance of system and of 
forgetting llio conditioiiH on.whieh ita utility doponds; but tho 
Posilivist is pre-fiuvvfid from thin danger by the peculiar rcnlity of: 
his philosophy. l"u iiiumK ovon iiwvo than in olhov Ruhjccts, we 
can only synldiimti/o what him oxmtod previously without system. 
Tho fillings nniHt fiwl bo ulinmlntnd to froo and direct action, 
boloro wo altniniit to hring thorn under' philosophic discipline, 
And this priwww, whie.h bc.gins with birth, and lasts during tho 
whole pm'iod of phynical giowlh, should 1m loft for women to 
superintend. Ho specially are they adapted fov it, that failing tho 
mother, a Jnnialo friond, U' well chonon, and if she can make herself 
feufficienUy a mninbin- ul llm family, will in most cases do botlor 
tliiiu tho futlmr himself. Tho imporUinco of tho subject can only 
bo apprccinlod by mind* dominated, as woman's minds nro, by 
feeling. "\Vomon can nee, what men can seldom sen, that most 
actions, and certainly this actions of youth and childhood, ought not 
to bo judged in UiumnoU'iia fto n\w\\ ns by tho tondoueios which 
they show or by tlio huljits to which they load. Viewed with 
reference* to tboir inllucnco on character, no actions avo indiflbront. 
Tlio simplest events in n ohild'n life may servo as an occasion lor 
enforcing tho fundamental principle by which tho early as woll as 
later fttagcia ot I'oftiUviflt cducaUorv should ho directed; the streng- 
thening of Social l*V.oling, the weakening of Sclf-lovo. In fact, 
actions ol an unimportant kind avo precisely those in which it is 
easiest to appreciate tho fonlings which prompted thorn; since the 
ntfnd of tho olworvor, not being occupied with the consequences of 
euoh actions, is movo free to oxnmino Ihoir source. Moroovor, it is 
only by teaching tho child to do right in small things that ho can 
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be trained for tho haul inward struggle Umt lit* before him in life; 
tho struggle to bring tho wllwh inatmela utoni aud move wnnplololy 
untlor llio control of his higher sympathies. In llu'RO respects Iho 
best tutor, however sympathetic his nnturo, will bo always far 
inforior to a good molhor. A inotlior may ofluii not bo able to 
explain tho reason of tlio principle on which nbo acta, but Iho 
wisdom of hor plans will gonorully show Hut-lf in tlm oml Without 
formal teaching, aho will Inko ovory opportunity of showing hor 
children, as no other iiwlrwHur wmld ulmw llumi, llw joy thut 
springs from gonovoua feelings, and the minury of yielding to BG!- 

fi&Uuoss, . . 

.From tho relation of inotlior wo return by a natural transition lo 
"Woman's position (is n wife. Tho mother, thmiKh her milhority of 
course tonda to (locrcfum, contiinicH lo Biipei-intoinl Iho growth of 
character until tho ordinary ago of iimrringo. Up to Umt time 
feminine inuuonco ovov Jinn 1ms bcwv iuvuluulavy on 1m pavt. 
By marriage ho onion into a voluntary ongaKoniunt nf Hiiborditmliou 
to Woman for Iho rest of liift lifo. Tims hu coniploU'H bis moral 
education. Destined himself for action, bo limlw bin highest 
happiness in honourablo submisaion to ono in wbuin tho dominant 
principlo is affection. 

Positivism holds out to woman ft nioflt important splu-ro of puulio 
and private duty. This epUcrc, m wo may now HO, w nothing but 
a larger and moro systonmlio dovolojmioiit of tho qualities by which 
she is characterised. Hor mission in Hit uniform in iln naturo nnd 
so clearly doflnod, that tboro Rc.oins lumlly room for much uncer- 
tainly as to hor proper social position. It JH i\ striking imlunco of 
tho rule which apples universally to all human fiVort ; ntnnoly, Vbat 
tho order of things instituted by man ought, lo 1w aimply u consoli- 
datiou and improvomont of tho natural order. 

In all agos of transition, as in our own, llioro have 
been fiilao and sophistical views of Urn Hocinl position 

Lo ll(1 a n ' lLlim lliw illmt 



ho ' 

of Woman should pass tho gronlor jmrt of her life in tlio 

" and Una law has novor bwm tvlfcclod to 



mm- important extent. It has always boon accepted in- 
rfl ' stinctivoly, though tho sophistical arguments against 
it bavo never yot boon adequately refuted. Tho institution of tlio 
family has survived tho subtle attacks of Greek metaphysics, which 
then were in all tho vigour ol their youth, and which wore deling 
on minds that had no systematic principles to oppose to them. 
Therefore, profound ae, tho intellectual anftvchy of Uio present day 
may bo, wo need not bo seriously alarmed when wo see that 
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jiollting worao comos of it than shallow plagiarisms from ancient 
Utopias, against which tho vigorous satire of Aristophanes was 
quito enough to rouse gi'iiornl indignation. True, there is a moro 
complete fibaoncio of social principles now, limn when tlio world was 
passing from l j olylliniem to Monotheism; but our intolloclual 
powwri nvo mmv. dm-lopcd than they wcvo then, mid in moral 
cuHui'O oiiv superiority in ovon greater. Woman in thoso times 
were too dogriuled to offer ovon tlio opposition of then 1 silouco to 
tho podaulH who professed to lie taking up their can BO ; tlio only 
resistance offered was of a ptivoly inlcllcclual kind. '.Hut happily 
in modern tinioc tlio women of thu Weal Imvo boon froo ; and havo 
consequently boon able to manifest such unmistakable aversion 
for those itloiiH, and for Iho waul of moral discipline winch gives 
ri80 to thorn, that, though still unmfiitod philosophically, their 
mischievous olFrcta havo been neutralised. Nothing but women's 
antipathy hnn prevented Urn pmcLical outrages which soem logically 
to follow fvtim UIOHO Ruhvovsivft pviuciplcs. Among ouv privileged 
classes tho dangt'i' in aggravated by indolence; moreover, tho 
possession of wealth has a bad inlluonco on women's moral nature. 
Yet ovon hero tho ovil is not really very deep or widely spread. 
Men have, never bnon noviously pm-voiied, and women still less so, 
by Iliittory of tlioir bad proponsitiCH. The really formidable 
tomplnlioiiH arc tluwo whicli act upon our bettor instincts, and 'give 
them n wrong direction, fijflhomos which are utterly offensive to 
female dolioauy will never really bo adopted, ovon by tho wealthier 
classes, who tiro lens averse to them than others. Tlio repugnance 
shown to thorn by tlio people, with whom the mischief that they 
would cauRO would bo ivronarablo, is fat mote decided, Tho life 
which working people loud makes it very clear to both soxos what 
tho proper position of each should bo. Thus it will bo in tho very 
oloss whew tho preservation of tho institution of the family is of 
tho groaloHl importance, tlmt VosHiviBts will find tholtmsfc tUflioulty 
in establishing their theory of tho social position of women, as 
consequent on tho sphere of public and private duty which has boon 
hero assigned to thorn. 

Looking ut tho relation of tliiH theory to other parts of tho 
Positive Kystnm, wo wlmll BOO thai it follows from tho groat principle 
which domiimlon every other social problem, the principle of 
separating spiritual and temporal power. That "Woman's lifo 
should bo coiiciinlmloil in her family, and that ovon there her 
mfliionfto should bo that of persuasion rather than that of command, 
is but an oxlonmnn of tho principle which excludes tho spiritual 
power from political luhmnialmtion. "Women, as Uve puscat and 
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most spontaneous of the moral forces of socuily, iuo hound to fulfil 
with rigorous oxactncsw all tho conditions which tho exorcise of 
moral force demands. ItffcctuaHy to perform thuir mission of 
controlling and guiding our alFcctiona, thoy must abstain altogothor 
from tho practical pursuits of tho stronger sex. Such abstinence, 
even when tho arrangements of society may kavo il optional, is still 
more desirable in their caso than in the caso of philosophers. 
Active Hfc, incompatible EIH it is with tho clearness and breadth o 
philosophic- speculation, is ovon moro injurious to delicacy of 
fooling, which is women's highust claim to our respect and tlio true 
Boorot of their influence. Tlio philosophic spirit in incompatible 
with a position of practical authority, because nucli a position 
occupies tho mind with quostioua of detail, ilhil to purity of 
fooling it is ovon moro dangerous, because it stronythoiiH tho instincts 
of power iind of gain. And for women it would bo harder to avoid 
tho danger of such a position than for mini. Abounding as thoy 
do in sympathy, thoy tiro gcnoviilly duticiuut in ouuryy, and ava 
therefore leas able to withstand corrupting influences. Tlio movo 
j. |! i wo oxanrino this important subject, tho olctivw it boeumos that tho 

present condition of women does not hamper them in Uii'ir truo 
work ; that, on tho contrary, it is well calculated to develop nml 
avon improve their highest qualities. Tho natural arrangements of 
society in this as in other respects are far loss fnulty than certain 
blind deolaimors would have us bolicvo. .lint for the existence of 
strong material forces, moral forco would soon dotoriorato, bocauso 
its distinctive purpose would bo gono. Philosophers and prole- 
taries would soon lose their intellectual and moral superiority by 
the acquisition of power. On women its otVoct would bo still movo 
disastrous. From instances in tho upper classes of society, where 
wealth gives thorn independence, ami sometimes unfortunately oven 
power, wo see but too clearly what tho consoquoncos would bo. 
And this is why wo have to look to tho poorer clauses for tho 
highest typo of womanly perfection. With tho people sympathy id 
bettor cultivated, and has a greater influuncu upon life. Wealth 
has more to do with tho moral degradation of women among tho 
privileged classes than ovon idleness and dissipation. 

The position tfcograss, in this rasped ns in ovovy oilier, is only a 
to f nda U V e d(f- moro complete development of the pro-existing Order. 
lorontiittiou Equality in tho position of tho two sexes is contrary tu 
Identity tU " tlloil ' u a tl "'G ud no tendency to it has at tiny time 
boon exhibited. All history assures us that with tho 
growth of society tho peculiar features of each sex havn bccomii 
not loss but more distinct. By Catholic Feudalism tho social 
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condition of women in "\Veslorn Knropo was raised Lo a far highor 
lovol. But it tonic mviiy frnin llioin tlio priestly functions which 
they had hold umlnr I'lilytlioiMiii ; n religion in which the priesthood 
was more occupied with Art than with Scionco. So too with tho 
gradual decline) of Ihi 1 principle) of Cluslo, wonion havii been excluded 
nmrfl nnd inoi-o rigidly from royalty and from ovory other kind of 
political authority. A^aln, llmni is a visible* tendency towards tlio 
roniovid of womon from idl indiiHtrml occupations, ovun from those 
which might w:<;m bi'st smled to thimi. And thus female life, 
instead of hiicomintf indupciidont of tlio Family, is being moru and 
move concern tmlud in it ; whilo at tho eamo time thoiv proper sphoro 
of moral influt;ncu is constantly oxtonditiR. Tho two tondoncios, 
so fur from IKMHK nppOHml, arc insupambly connected. 

Without diseiuHsinj,' tho ahmird and rctro^rntlo scliomea which 
havo boeiu roconlly put fnnmrel on tho subject, thoro is ono remark 
wliich may Hnrvu to illnntrato tho vnliio of tho order M'hich now 
oxiflts. If wonmn wiivo to oblain that equality in tho nfihirs of lifo 
wliioli Ihoir fto-uiiUcd champioim aro olninihi^ for thnm withouL thoii- 
wish, not only would tli^y suflor memilly, hut tlioir social position 
would bo omli\nui'ii!d. Thoy would 1m nubjnct in almost ovory 
occupation to a di^rno nf competition wliicli thoy would nob be> ablo 
to BUBtaln. ^loroovid', by rivalry in Iho pursuits of life, mutual 
affection liotwocn tho HOXOH would Iin comtptod at ila sourco. 

Leaving thnac. suhvi'i'flivo drounifi, wo lind a natural womu io 
principle) which, by di'lm-mininj,' tho practical oblifta- ! t l }|JJ| llalnod 
tiona of tlio Activo to tho HympntlioLie; sox, averts this 
dimgor. It JH n priiici|ilo wlnoli no pliilosophy but Positivism has 
boon fliifflctonlly runl and practical to bring forward systematically 
for general accupLanco. It in no now invention, howovor, but a 
universal tondonc.y, confU'inud by cnroful study of tlio whole past 
li'wtory ot Man. Tho ]irinciplo is, that Man should provide for 
Woman. It ifi a mituml law of tho human race ; n law connoctod 
with tho osHftiiMnlly domeHtio oliaraclov of fomalo life. Wo find it 
in tho rudoflt fonnn of social lifoj and with ovory stop in tho 
progress of uonioLy its adoption becomes more oxtonsivo and 
complete. A utill iiu^or application of this fundamental principle 
will meal all tho muU>rial rUllloultioa under which women are now 
labouring. All Hoeiial relations, and aspcoially thu question of 
vragoB, will bo ail'outisd l>y it. Tho tondoucy to it is spontaneous; 
but it nleo follows from tho lu'Kh poHition which ] 1 oaitivi8m_ hna 
aanigncd to Woman as tho FwmpalhoUc olomont in tho spiritual 
power. Tho inlollootual olaas, in tho saiuo way, ban to bo supported 
by tlio practical claw, in ordi'r to havo its whole time available for 
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the special duties imposed u\ion it. But in tho caso of woman, the 
obligation of tlio other sex is still more sacred, because the sphere 
of duty in which protection for ilium is required, in tho homo. 
Tlio obligation to provide for llio intcllGcUial class, afibcts eocioty 
as a whole; but tho maintonauco of wonioii is, wiLli low exceptions, 
a personal obligation. Koch individual should consider himself 
bound to miuuUvm tlio wommi ho h(\e tlwscn la bo IUB pavtnov in 
life. Tlwvo avo cases, howovoi, in which nion nhould ho considered 
collectively responsible for tho support of tho other HUX. Women 
who aro without husband or parents should havo their maintenance 
guaranteed by society ; and this not moroly from compassion for 
thoir dependent position, but with llio viow of onubliiig thorn to 
render public service of tho gnsileal muval vlm\ 

Tho direction, then, of pi-ogrcaa in tho sound cotulitiou ot womtvu 
is thia : to rondur Iior life more mul nioro domestic ; to dimiuislt ns 
far ns possible tho burden of out-door labour ; mid so to lit her more 
completely for her special ofliuo of educating our moral iialuvo. 
Among tiio privileged classes it 'ID already n rocogmnud rule that 
women should bo spared all laborious omi-ion. It IB tho ono point 
in tho relations of tho aoxcg in which tho working elnaaoH would do 
well to imitate the habits of thoiv. omployots. In ovovy othov 
respect tho people of AVostoni Kuropo liavo a higher fumso of thoir 
duties to women tlmn tlio iippov classes. Indeed there aro fo\v of 
tliom who would not bo ashamed of tho barbarity of subjecting 
women to their present burdensome occupations, if tho pri'scnt stato 
of oxir industrinl system allowed of its abolition. Jlut it is chiefly 
among tho highev and WGalthicv clftssce that wo Ihul tUono dogcading 
and very often fraudulent bargains, connected with unscrupulous 
interference of parents in tho question of marriage, which aro so 
humiliating to ono sex and so corrupting to tho other. Among tho 
working classes tho practice of giving dowries is almost extinct j and 
as woman's true mission becomes more recognised, and as choice m 
niamago becomes Icsa restricted, this velio of bnvbftvisin, with nil its 
debasing results, will rapidly die out. With this viow tho applica- 
tion of our theory should bo carried ono stop further. Women 
should not. bo allowed to inherit. If inhonlmico bo allowed, tho 
prohibition of dowries would bo evaded in a very obvious manner 
by discounting tho reversionary in tores t. Since women aro to bo 
exempt from tho labour of production, capital, that is to say, tho 
instrument of labour produced by each generation fov tho benefit 
of the next, should revert to men. This viow of inheritance, BO far 
from making men a privileged class, places thorn under heavy 
responsibilities. Ifc is not from women, that any serious opposition. 
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to it will proceed. "Wise education will show them its value to 
themselves purfionally, na a safeguard against unworthy suitors. 
But, important HH Lho ruin is, it should not bo legally enforced until 
it taw become CRtablihl uu its own merits ns n gonoral custom, 
which ovcvy ono has felt to conduce to Ilia healthy organization of 
tho l''amily n hero described. 

Coming now to thn mihjcet of fonialo education, wo Tuo allWlllf . 
Imvo only to make a furlhor application of tho theory turn of women 
which lin guided us hithorlo. KIA *ii 

Since the vocation assigned by our theory to women t1mtof " 10 "- 
is that of oilmuxVing otliwvn, it is elr.iu' that Uio mlucaUonal system. 
which wo liavo proposed iu (lie last chapter for tlio working classes, 
applies to thorn aa well aa to klin other sex with very sliglit nltora- 
tiona '(Jiumcumbnrnd ua .it iw witli specialities, it will lio found, 
ovon in ilfl inoro Bciontilio purUi, us suitable to tho sympathetic 
clciuoi\t. o( Qia modovaliug \mwei', HR U) Ui& Bynovgic olomouU \Vo 
Imvo spoken of the uncoSHity of diflMaing sound historical views 
among tho working chifmt-s; and tho same necessity applies to 
women j for swiml nympathy can novnr be perfectly developed, 
without a Bonne of the (jouti unity of tho Past, ns well as of tho 
solidarity of Lho J'lvni'iit. Sinco than hoth HOXGS alike need hiatoricat 
iuatruotuiii n u IJIWH for the HyntP.matixation of moral truth, both 
shoulil riliko pass UivmigU the flciimUlic Uivining which propaics llie 
way for wiciitl studicSj nnd wliich niorcovor haw as intrinsic a value 
for women as fur num. Again, einco tho Jlrst or spontaneous stngo 
of oducatinn i onlm-ly to ho loft to women, it ie most dosirablo that 
they should thmnnolvcsj have paused tlirough tlio eacond or syste- 
matic eU^w. Thu only tlftptuimonti with wliich Lhoy nood not 
concern thoinHolvo, iH what is called professional education. Bub 
this, as I liavo before oliaorved, IH not susceptible of regular organi- 
zaliou. ProfcsHtoiml skill can only ho acquired by careful practice 
and oxporicnco, nmtiug upon a sound basis of theory. In all other 
roapccta wcnicii, philoHophora, and workinp; men will receive tlio 
same education. 

But whilo t would plne.o tho wncoft on a lovol in this vospcRt,! do 
not take tho viow of my eminent predecessor Condorcot, tliat they 
should lie taught togothor. On moral grounds, which of co'.irao are 
tho most uiipoi'lunt eonsidoration, it ie obvious that such a plan 
would bo equally prejudicial to both. In tho church, in (ho club, 
in tho ?alon, they may ftasocinto frooly at ovory period of life. But 
at school such intorcouvHO would ho prenmturo; it would check the 
imtwval dovuUipmonl. of character, not, to etiy that it would obviovisly 
have an unsettling inlluenco upon study. Until tho foolings on 
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both sides arc sufficiently iimUivcil, iL is of Uio gmUi'sl, importance 
that tlio relations of llio two BCXCS should not lio loo iiiLinintc, and. 
that llioy should bo superintended by Uio watchful oyo of their 
mothers. 

AB, liowovor, tlio subjects of study aro lo bo tlio fmntn for both, 
the- necessity of sopm-iiling tlm soxra ilooa not imply tlmt there 
should lie special teachers fov wonion. Xol to aponk uf ihn increased 
oxpondiUivo tlmt would lima bo mem-red, it, wwtld inovitnhly lo\vor 
tho standard of female education. U would always bo \mifivunc4 
that thoir tcnobnva wore inou of inferior iilluiumuuU, 'L'o emuvo 
tlmt tlio inatruoUon {^ivon is tho snnic for botli BOXCS, Uin tugtructova 
must bo tho snuio, mid must yivo lliuir leol-urca ullcnmtuly lo cadi 
sox. These conditions rtro perfectly coniimlibln witli tlio Hchonio 
described in Uio last chapter. It wna thoru nujntioncd tlmt each 
philosophor would bo oxpoctcd to give oncj, or, in wiim: cnsca, two 
lectures ovory wock. Now supposing tliia MWU ddiiblwl, it would 
still come far short of tho intolerable bimlmw whicli nvo iiuposod 
upon teftchors in Uio present day. MornoviM', as tlio Pusitivigt 
educator will puss snccossivoly Lni-otiRli Uio HUVUII slugos of ficicntillc 
instniction, ho will bo nblo HO to n^nlnLn bia worlc as Lo avoid 
weavisomo ro]iotition of tho wimo looluvcs in i.-ncb year, liasiilog, 
tlio distingviisUod won to whom our otUicnlii>i)nl system will bo 
entrusted will soon discover thai Uicir two auUiwices rctjviiro BWHO 
difibrcnco in tho manner of loochiug, and that UIJB may bo douo 
without In any way lowering Uio uniform standard which thoir 
method and thoir doctrines require. 

But independently of the importnnco lo fcmalo othicdlinii of this 
identity of teachers, it will react bonelicinlly on tho inUilloctnal and 
moral olmracter of tho philosophor who Lonolios. It will prooludo 
liim from ontoring into useless details, and will keep him involun- 
tarily to_tho brand principles of his subject, lly coming into 
contact siimiltdneously with two natures, in ono of which thought, 
and in tlio oihor emotion, is predominant, ho will gain clearer 
uwiglit into Ihe gvcnl pvinciplo ol subordiniiLing tho intellect to tho 
.heart. The obligation of lonchiwg both aoxoa will complete tlmt 
universality of mind which is to bo required of tlio now school of 
philosophers. To treat with equal ability of oil Uio vnviovia ovdovs 
of scientific conceptions, and lo interval two auditmccs of BO dilfci-oiit 
a character, is a task which will demand tho highest, personal quali- 
fications. However, as tho nuinbov required by tho conditions is 
not excessive, it will not bo impossible to find inon lit for tho pur- 
pose, as soon as tho proper moans are taken to procure thoir services, 
ana to guarantee thoir material subsistence. It must bo borne in 
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iniiul, ton, Unit tho corporation of lonohora is not to bo recruited 
.from any 0110 nation for itwlf, but Irom tho whole of "Western 
Europe; BO Unit tlm PoaHmsl educator will change ]iis residence, 
whon mi [ui rod, ovon mum fru(|uently limn tho priests of tho Middlo 
A(jcn. 1'utting lln-80 considumliuiiH together, wo shall find lhat 
Positiviat education for Tjolli SPXCH inny bo organized on a sufficient 
scnlo for Uio wld o[ "WVatwu K\m>pw, with Ions Umn the useless, 
or woi-BO tliiin uni'luHH, oxpoiiititurn incumid by tlio clergy of tho 
Auglicnii lihurdi. Tluw would f-ivo oach funclionury an nduquatQ 
mninlciittiico, thiiu^li mum of Uuiin would bo degraded by wealth. 
A body of twunty Ihoumiml pliilonni>borH would bo onoiigh now, 
and probably would uhvaytt unllicc., for tho anmtiud waula ol Iha 
fivo AVcfilcru nulioiw. This would imply tho ostnblislnnont of tlio 
septennial ny-ilum of iiiHtruulion in two thousand aLalions. Tlio 
influonco of women und of wovliing "ion will novor bucoino so Hys- 
tomiitio as to onubli! thorn In din|>onNO with philosophic assistance 
nUogotlioi-. .Hut in proportion as thuy bocoiuo uioni oiructunlly 
incovporatcd nn (.'luini-ntM of tbo a[imlual iinwor, thu necessity of 
enlarging tlui puroly Hpi'i:ulfttivu (iliwR will diminish. Undor thco- 
logicnl RyLoiH it \\m buuu fnv too miiuovous. Tho pvivilcgn of 
living in com furl without produclivo labour will bo ultiuiHtcly so 
rare and no dourly ourmsd, that no rational ground of objection to it 
will bo luft. Jt will bo giitiomlly felt that the coat of maintaining 
those philoaophic tcachcrH, liktt that of maintaining women, is no 
real burdou to tho pnaluctivu olanncn; on Unj coutravy, tluit, it con- 
dueeH to thoir IHyhost inturosL, by onmning tho performance of 
intellectual and moral funuliona which mo tho noblest cluiracte vis tics 
ol Humanity. 

It appears, Lhon, that tho primary principlo laid down at tho 
beginning of thia cliaptoi oimlihm UB to solvo nil tho problems that 
ofl'or thoniBolvos on tho Bubjoctof Woman. Her function in society 
is dotonninoil by tlm Roimliuilion of her tmturo. Sho is Hpontmic- 
ously tho oi'grtii ol! L>iiHng, on which tho unity of luuuiw nnUuo 
ontiroly cloponda And h(i constitutes tlio purest and most natural 
element of tho modulating iiowcr; which, whilo avowing its own 
BubouVmalum to thu imiturial forcnw of nocioty, mivposca to direct 
them to higher UBOH. An mother and as wife, it is her ollico to 
conduct tho moral education of Humanity. In order tho more 
perfectly to fulfil this nmmion, her life must bo connected oven more 
closely than it has been with tho Family. At thn same time she 
must pnrticipalo, Vo Uio full uxtui\t thai IB possiblo, in tho general 
syatoiu of iiiLriiction. 
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nwliidi tliti fulfilment 
cumplolo this part of 
suoirii piivi- my pulycel. 

Iogo - "Women's imii<m in a etviking illuBlvaUon of the 

tvulli Umt happiness consists in dninR (\w work for which wo wo 
naturally fitted. Tliat mission is always Urn wuuo; it, IK mmnnni\np 
in one wovd, Love. But Love is a work in which Uicvo can never 
bo too many workers j it prows by wo-ouumlimi ; it lius nothing to 
fear from competition. Wouiou am charged with Uio odwwiUon of 
Sympathy, tho source of lumuin unity; and tliciic highest happiness 
is reached when thoy havo tho full ct!nncionftiions of Hum- vocation, 
and are frco to follow it. It is tho ndmimhlo feature of thnir social 
mission, that it invites them to cultivate qualities which aro natural 
to thorn; to call into exorcise emotions which nil nllnw to bo tho 
most ploasu rablo. All tlmt is required for them in a belter organi- 
zation of society nro certain im|irvoinont8 in their exli-nial condition. 
Tlicy must bo relieved from out-door labour; ami other moans must 
bo taken to prevent their moral inllnonen from lining impaired. 
Both objects fire contemplated in tho material, intellectual, and 
moral ameliorations which Positivism is declined to offuot in female 
life. 

riios-wiiiro. ^"k ^osidc 9 ^ 10 plonsnvo inhornnt in their vocation, 
ccivo honour Positivism offers a recompense) for their our vices, which 
jwm meH?^ Catholic Feudalism foreshadowed but tionld not realise. 
As men become more and mom grateful for Lho blessing 
of their moral influence, they will give oxpix'fflion to this feeling in 
a systematic form. In a word Iho now doctrine will institute tho 
Worship of "NVonian, jmblioly nnd jirivatoly, in a far moro perfect 
way than has cvor before bocn jionaiblo. it is tlio first permanent 
step towards tho worship of Humanity; which, as Uio concluding 
cliftptei of this introductory work will show, is the cmilral principle 
of Positivism, viewed citbov as a Philosophy or as n Polity. 

Devoiopmout . ^ m ' ancos1 -oi'8 in cluvahoiiB tiiiiPB iiiddn noblo offorts 
hi \ nc(lllwM " l ^ U3 divcction, wlu'eh, oxcopt by women, nro now no 
vari< ' longov appvuciftlcd lint these olVoHu, liowovcr ndmiT- 
ablo, wore inadcqunlu ; \mrUy owing lo Uio miliUry apiril. of society 
in those times, partly hcauisft (.boiv voliyiona doclvinoa bnd not- ft 
sufficiently social elmvactor. Novtittluilose, tlioy Imvo lofl i 
winch will not noiiah. Tho rtifinftiiipni, of lif<\ n> \Vf,ivi 



not pariah, Tho vefmomeul oC Hfo in Wentovn 
is in great part duo to thorn, although much oE it is nlwHwly oflhcal 
by thn anarchy of tho present lime. 

Chivalry, if wo aro to believe tho negatives philosophers of the 
lost century, can never revive ; because tho religious beliefs with 



which .Liiimtogy KUVM w> ^mvaivy, havo imlctl to appreciate tho 
sympathies tu which this mlimmbln institution is really duo. Tho 
rnnl sonrcu of Chivalry lies mont ninincstionably in tho feudal 
spirit. Then logical ainclinu for it was nflin-wiwla sought for, as 
the only sVHtonmtio linum Umt oll'ornd ilwlf ut that time. Hut tho 
InitU is ihul TliwiUijjy ami (Muvidvy wv Imvdly compatible. 
Theoloy lixnl imm's thoughts upon u visioimry future; Chivalry 
concontnitoil his oui't^ii'H ujion Uiu world (iround him. 'Dim Iciiiyht 
of tho J\nddlo -/\gi liinl alwuyn Lo cliouso liolwcou his God and his 
Liwly; and Cftuhl llinn-foro iiiivcr aUnin Unit coticontrntod unity of 
o, wilhout which thu full roHiilt of his iiiiasion, so gouovoualy 
idtmii could iinvri 1 lui rcalimnl. 

us wn an? now, nonr MID cloao of Uio rovolutionary period, 
wo arc Iwgimiiiix to m-o lluit Chivalry is not destined Lo extinction; 
Umt, on tlio coiitnu-y, when inodom lifo has nsfnuncil its normal 
clmmotor, itn inlliUfiicc will lin grwitui than ovor, hwauao it will 
operiUo on n inoru pacific Honiol.y, and will hn Imsod on a inoro 
pmolical religion. .Kin- ('hivnlry wliafiorf an essential want of 
society, ft \vi\ut wliiuU Iwcoiui-a wove uvgiml m divilixaUon mlvaiioca ; 
it imtitulos a voluntavy oonihiimtioii of llm Btrong for Lho protec- 
tion of tho wonlc. Tho period of LnniHition from tho offensive 
military Hyftlom of Konm to Uio dofonoivo syntoin of Feudalism, 
was imUmdly thu tinm of iLn firnl apponranw), and it received tho 
BftuoUou of UIH rcU^iou then domiiiaul. Bui tiocioly is HOW 
entering upon a period of pui'mimi'iit pcacn; ixnd whon this, tho 
moat Btrildnj^ political fciaturn of niodorn tiiuoft, has hocomo firmly 
oatftbliBliisd, llm inihi(!iu:o of Chivalry will lio greater Limn ovor. 
Its procedure) will 1m dilli'i'iint, bocauso Uio niodoa of oppression tiro 
Imnnily not now what Ihoy wore fonnorly. Tho inatnunont-a of 
nmtoriul forco im> now not anna, but riches. It is no longer tho 
person Limb in iUt-iu:lci>d, bub his mourn of Hubsistonco. Tlio advan- 
tages olE tho clmnj^n avn obvious : tlio dangur is loss sovious, nnd 
protection from ib in ofiBiov and nioro olluctiml. 3Jub it will always 
remain mosb dosirablo that protectors should oomc forward, and 
that they whould form an orKanixud afieociation. Tho destruotivo 
instinct will alwixyn nhow itolf in various ways, wherever thoro aro 
tUo moans oC Indvil^iiig it. And Uvovcfovc- tw ftu adjunct to tha 
spiritual organisation, rouittvistn will oncoumgo a aystomatio 
manifestation of chivalroun fueling omong tho loadora of industry. 
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Those among Llioin who feel animated with tho noblo spirit of the 
heroes of tho Middle Agon, will dnvnlo npl Hi oh- ftwmd, but thoir 
wealth, their time, find, \i nevd be, Uioiv whole GIM^OH to tho 
dofonco of tho oppressed in all olnssoa. Tho objects of their 
generosity will principally bo found, nn_in tho Middlu ARM, nmong 
tho classes specially exposed to material mifli-rin^, that is to say, 
among womon, philosophers, find working inwn. It would bo 
stmngo indeed for a system like PtwiUviam, the, main object of 
which is to strengthen the social spirit, not to iippropriU tho 
institution which is tho noblest product of Llmt spirit. 

So far, then, tho restoration of Chivalry is niorcly a reconstruc- 
tion of the medieval institution in a ohnpo mlnptt'd to tho altorod 
state of idotis nnd iouligH. Tn \i\ovUivu w \\\ Hwdirovnl Umoa, 
devotion of tho strong to tho weak follows an a imlnml coimc.rmonco 
from tho subordination of Folilicn to florals. Kow, a tliun, tho 
spiritual powoi- will bo nobly socondod by iiit'inbcrs of Iho 
govorning class in tho attonipt to bring thtiL claHR to a nLrictor sonso 
of social duty. But besides this, Feudal CUivftlvy hnd a dcopei 
and more special purpose in roforonco to wonion. And in tins 
respect tho superiority of Positivism ia ovon inoro comjilolo and 
obvioua. 

Feudalism introduced for tho first limo tho worohip of Woman. 
But iii this it mot with Httlo suppovt fvom Cutholiciwn, ftnd \vi\s in 
many i-ospects thwarted by it. Tho liabits of Christianity woro in 
thomsolves advorso to real tondonioas of licai-t; thoy only elrong- 
thcnod it indirectly, by promoting ono of tlm indisponaablo condi- 
tions of true affection, purity of life. In all olhor rcHpocts Chivalry 
was conattintly opposed by tho Catholic ftyjitcm ; wlnclv was eo 
austere and anti-social, that it could not sanction marringo except 
as an infirmity which it was necessary to tolorato, "but which was 
hazardous to personal salvation. JCvon its rules of purity, valuable 
as thoy wore, wore often weakened by interested motives which 
seriously impaired theiv value, Coueequontly, notwithstanding all 
tho noble and long-continued efforts of out- mcdiroval ancostora, 
tho institution of the worship of Woman was very imperfectly 
effected, especially in its relation to public lifo. Whatever Catholic 
apologists may say, there is every reason to boliovo Unit if Feudalism 
could have ariaon before tUo decline o Polytheism, tlvo inducnco 
of Chivalry would havo been greater. 

It was reserved for tho more comprehensive syatom of Positivism, 
in which sound practice is always supported by sound theory, to 
give full expression to tho fooling of veneration for women. In 
the now religion, tenderness of heart ia looked upon as the fltat of 
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Woman's aUribulcs. Hut purity fa not neglected. On the 
coulvRvy ili luw amiivi! find its <m<mli(il value, ns Uio first condition 
of liu|i|>iucf>s mill nf innviil growth, m-o pointed out more distinctly 
tlmn bttforo. 'I'll" nhnll"w and sophistical views of marriage 
jniiintiiini'd hi Haw iniHuUliiil linu-a by inon of narrow niiiula and 
coai'rii! feulingH, will bn easily ivfutod by a moro careful study of 
huinnn ualim:. Kvon Llm obstacles proaontcd by scientific matovial- 
isin will nipiilly diMappcar bofon; tbo spread of Poaitiviat morality, 
A jibyHicinu nt ^c.n(, niiHucity, llufoluml, lifts remarked, with truth, 
that llio wull-ltuowii vigour of tliu kuiKliU of old tiinos was a 
snlttcwiit VAVIWVX U| uu'ii who Ulkvd u[ tlm physical clangors of 
continence, J'tHilivimu, doalin^ with tliis iiuoalion in all its 
nspccK iL'itchoH lluit whiln tho jirimary renHon for insisting on purity 
is ilita it in (!HH(ml.ml l ilrpLli f alloction, it haa aa close a connec- 
tion with Iho pbysiiMl and intollc'-ctual iin|n-ovemont of tho 
individual and tbo nice nfj with our moral progress. 

PoHilivi*m thru, HH tlm wholo luiuloncy of tins obaptov indicatos, 
cnccmragcH, on iutulluclunl tia woll HH on moral grounds, full and 
systonmlic iixiiniHsinn nf Llui fouling of venoiation for Womoii, in 
public as woll an m )mvaLn Hto, collutlivuly as woll tia individimlly. 
Ram to lovo and Lo bo loved, voliovoil from Uio burdens of practical 
life, frco in tlm microd ruliroinont i>f thuir homes, tho womoii of tho 
West will rcw-ivo from 1'iKtiUvinU tho tribute- of deep and sincoro 
admiv.ition which Llniit life inupiros. Tlmy will fool no scruple in 
accepting Ihoir poHJtion as uponlimoous iniuslcsHca of Humanity j 
they will fiiiii 1 nu lun^sr tho rivalry of a vindictive ])oity. From 
childhood cncli of iw will bo tuuglit to regard their BOX as tho 
principal sourco of human happiness and improvement, wbotbor ia 
public lilo or in pvivnlo. 

Tho trcnsurca of itfliictiuii wbioh our ancostora wasted upon 
mystical ohjuctn, anil which Ihcao revolutionury times ignore, will 
tlion bo oarofnlly proHOivctl and direotod to their jn'opor purpose. 
Tlio onorvatin^ inlhuincu of uhimuviciil boliofa \vill have passed 
(iway; nud IIUMI in nil the vigour of tboii- onorgies, fooling thora- 
solvca tlio nuwtiM'8 of tbo known world, will fool it their highest 
happiness to nubinit willi Kratitudo to tho beneficent power of 
womtmly sympathy. In a wovd, Man will in those days kneel to 
Woman, and to \Vonmn abiiie. 

Tho Bourco from wbicb UICKO rovorontial feelings for tho sympa- 
thetic sox procood, ia a clour appreciation in tho other BOX of 
bonoftta received, and a spirit of ucop thankfulness for thorn. Tho 
Positiviat will uovou fovpjol that woval povfoxjUou, llio pvimaty 
condition of public anil private happiness, ia principally duo to tho 
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influence of \Vomtm over Man, fivsl as mother, then <ifl wife. 
a conviction cannot full Lo arouso feelings of loving vonoralion for 
tlioso with whom, from thoir position in society, ho is hi no danger of 
rivalry in the. affairs of life. AVhon tins mission of woman in bettor 
understood, and is carried out more fully, film will bo regarded by 
Man as the most pnrfccl imnewonal-ion of Humanity. 

vocUco Originating in spontaneous feeling of gmtitiulo, tho 
of }*Hyw. so worship of Woman, when it bus assumed a moro systo- 

5SJ5?. dlM ^ malic slw P' W *U llQ vnluc( l ror its nwn snl<0 n8 a now 
purified mid instrument of happiness and moral growth. Inert as 

fnTo8itivoro- tho tender sympathies aro in Mim, it is niOBt ilosivfiblo 
Union. lo etrongthon tlmm by Bitch exorcise us tlm public and 

private institution of this worship will nlfovit. And hova it is that 
Positivisls will find nil Uio elovatiug iuUuoucoa which Catholicism 
derived from Prayer. 

It is a common bub very pnlpablo error to imagino Hint Prnyor 
is inseparable from tho chimerical motives of solf-intorosl in which 
it first origiimtod. In Catholicism thovo was always a tendency to 
viso abovo tlicso motives, BO fai- sxl lowl flR Iho pviuciplpH of theo- 
logy admitted. Prom St. Augustine downwavtlH, nil tho nobler 
spirits have felt more and moro strongly, notwltlietanding tho eolf- 
absorbing tendencies of Christian doctrine, that I'rnyer did not 
pecossarily imply petition. "When sounder views of human nature 
havo "become prevalent, tlio vahio of this ivnpoilant luncliou will 
bo more clearly appreciated; and it will ultimately Income of 
greater importance than over, because founded on a truor principle, 
lu tho normal state of IJumanity, tho moral efficacy of Prayer will 
no longer bo impaired by thoughts of personal locompoiiBo. It 
will bo simply a solemn out-pouring, -whothov in pnvaUi or in 
public, of men's nobler feelings, inspiring thorn with larger and 
moro comprehensive thoughts. As a daily practice, it is inculcated 
by Positivism as tho beat preservative against tho wolfish and 
narrow views which aro so apt to arise in tho ordinary avocations 
of life. To men its value ia ovon greater than Lo women ; their 
life being less favourable Lo largo views and general sympathies, it 
is tho moro important to revive thorn at regular porioda 

But Prayer would bo of Httlo valuo unlose tho mind could form 
a clear conception of its object. Tho worship of Woman satisfies 
this condition, and is so far of greater efficacy Umn tho woralup of 
God. True, tho ultimate object of Positivist Prayer, as shown in 
tho concluding chapter of this volume, is Humanity. But some of 
ita heat moral effects would hnrdly bo realised, if it wove tit once 
and exclusively directed to an object so difficult to conceive clearly. 
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It is possible tlmt "Women with their stronger sympathies may bo 
able to roach thin slago without inturmodialo stops. However this 
may l>c, men corlainly would not bo nblo to do so; oven the 
intellectual class, with all ita powers of generalization, would find 
it impossihlo. Tho worship of 'Woman, begun in private, and 
nftonvarcls publicly oolohralod, is necessary in man's case to prepare 
him for any olVectual worship of Humanity. 

ITo ono can ho BO unhappy a* not to bu nblo to find some woman 
worthy of his peculiar lovo, whether in tho relation of wifo or of 
mother; HOIIIO ono who in his Hnlilnry prayer may bo present lo 
him as a llxed ob.ji'et of devotion. Is r or will such devotion, as 
might lio thought, c.etiHO with death ; mtlior, whon Us object 'has 
Leon rightly ohnsen, death Hlrwigthons it by making it moro pure. 
Tlio prinmplo upon which Positivism insists KO strongly, tho union 
of the IVt'ftcnt with tho Past, ami oven with the Knturo, is not 
limited to tho lifo of Komety. Tt is a doctrine which unites all 
individuals and nil generations ; and when it lias become moro 
familiar lo us, it will stimulate ovory ono to call his dearest 
memories lo life; tho npirit of tho synloni being that tho private 
life of tlio vnry humblcHt citizen hae a close relation to his public 
duty. AVo nil know how intellectual cuUuvo enables us to livo 
with our great predooonHoi'H of tho Middlo Ages and of Antiquity, 
almost as wo shnuhl do with absent friends. And if intellect can 
do so much, will it not bn far easier for tho strong passion of Lovo 
to effect thift ideal resurrect ion 1 "Wo havo already many instances 
where wholn nnlioim huvo tthown strong sympathies or antipathies 
to great historical names, ospeciidly when their influence was still 
sensibly Ml. TJicm j no minim why a prirato ]jfo shoukl not 
produce tho PIIIUO oll'eol. upon thuso who havo boon brought into 
contact with it. Moval culture has been conducted hitherto on 
such unsatisfactory principles, Unit wo can hardly fonnau adequate 
notion of UK mulls ii'Iion ]'<ifiitiviHin hits iTgcncmlod it, nnd lins 
concentrated fliu nlVectioim n woll as tho thoughts of Man upon 
human life. 'J'o Hvo with tlio dead is the peculiar privilege of 
Humanity, n privilcgo ^vhich will extend as our conceptions widen 
find our thoiighlfl hocomn inovo pure. Under Positivism t)to 
impulse lo it will become far stronger, and it will bo recognised as 
a systematic principle in private a woll as in public life. Even 
tlio Future in not oxehulod from its application. "Wo may livo 
villi Lhoso who ro 7iol yol Iwiu ; n thing jjuposaililo only till n 
truo theory of hintory bad arisen, of scope sufficient lo ombrnco at 
ono glance tho whole cmirso of human destiny. There nro numbor- 
losfl matancos to prove that the heart of Man is capable of emotions 
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which have no outward basis, except what Imagination has 
supplied. Tho familiar spiriU of the Polythoibl, I ho mystical 
desires of tho Monolhoist, nil point to a general tendency in the 
Past, which, with our bettor principles, wo ahull ho ablo in tho 
Futuvo to direct to a nohlor and more rcnl purpose. And thus oven 
those who may bo so unfortiumto as to Imvo no special object of 
love need not, on that account, bo precluded from Ilia net of 
worship : they may choose from tho women of tho past some typo 
adapted to their own nature. Men of powerful imagination might 
ovon form their own more perfect ideal, mul thus npon out tha path 
of the future. This, indeed, ia what was often douo by tho Icnighte 
of chivalrous times, simple and uninstructed as they wore. Surely 
then wo, with oiiv fuller understanding and greater familiarity with 
tho Past, should ho able to idealise more porfrctly. !Hut whether 
tho choice lio in the Past or in tho Future, itH efficacy would bo 
impaired unless it remained constant to one object; and llxocl 
principles, such as Positivism supplies, uro Jiccdod to chock (ho 
natural tendency to versatility of feeling. 

* ' iavo dwelt at Homo longtli upon the poraonal 
adoration of Woman under iln rcol or ideal aspects, 
bccnuso upon it depends nearly all tho moral valuo of 
any public celebration. Public assemblage in tlio 
tomplos of Humanity may strengthen and stimulate feelings of 
devotion, hut cannot originate them. Unless ouch worshipper hits 
folt in his own person dcop and reverential lovo for those to whom 
our highest aflocliona are duo, a public son-ice in honour of women 
would bo nothing but a repetition of iimncniring formulas. .But 
those whoso daily custom it baa boon to givo expression to suoh 
fcijlings in secret, will gain, by assembling together, all tho bonoflt 
of more intense and more exalted sympathy. Tn my lost letter to 
her who is for ovor mino, I sold : " Amidst tho heaviest nnxiotica 
which Love onn bring, I have never ceased to foci that tho ono 
thing essential to happiness is that the heart shall bo always nobly 
occupied". And now that wo are separated by Death, daily 
exporionoo confirms this truth, which ia moreover in exact accord- 
ance with tho Positive theory of human nature. Without personal 
experience of Lovo no public celebration of it can bo eincoro. 

In its public celebration tho superiority of tho now Religion is 
oven move manifest than in tho private worship. A system in 
which the social spirit is uniformly preponderant, ia peculiarly 
adapted to render homage for tho social socvicos of tho sympathetic 
sex. When the knights of tho Middle Ages mot together, they 
might givo vont to their personal feelings, and oxproas to ono 
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another Ihe rovnronoe which each foil for bin own mistress ; bub 
farther limn this Ihuy could not go. And such personal feelings 
will novel' cwm tu lie m-ocssai-y. Still the principal object of 
public ceh'bmlion in tu cxpnuut gmliludo on the part of tlio people 
for tlio social blmriiiffH nmforrcd by Woman, as the organ of that 
clement in our nature on which its unity depends, and as the 
original souren of moral power. In tho Middle Ages such con- 
siderations wero impussu'lilo, for want of a rational theory embracing 
tlio whrtlo cin:h> nF urn-mi ri'lalioiiH. Indeed tlio vocoivod failh was 
iucoinpuliblu with any Biich conception, since God in that faith 
oocupiod Urn place really duo to Humanity, 
There are women wlirwo career has boon altogether rY , nnll , 

- 1 1 J t 1*1 J 1 t i ^ l**LUlHllHlul 

exceptional ; and tlu'Hu, lilcu tliu rowt, moot with their w.nnun. jonu 
duo Iributo uf pnximj in tins J'oHJtivofiyatom. Tlio chief CAro ' 
motive, iloubllcHH, fin- public and private vmioration is tho mission 
of sympathy, which in Woiimn'H pconliuv vocation. ]iut thoro hnvo 
hcou vcnmrkabh) iiiHUinroH of women whoso Hfo has bnon one- of 
speculation, or ovun, what ia in moat cases atill more foreign to 
Ihcir imtnro, of jmlitiwil m-.tivity. Thoy have rendered real service 
to Humanity, and limy nhonld ruuoivo Ihe honour that is duo to 
tlioin. Thisnlogy, fntin its absolute chnractov, could not nmko auch 
concossioim; limy would have woalcuncd thn nflicioncy of its most 
important social rules. (JoiiHequciilly, Catholicism wns comiiollod, 
tliongli at Ilvfll wllh Hineoi'o rcgrut, lo Icavo noino of tho noblest 
women without cowinmnuralion. A aignal instance ia tho Maid of 
Orleans, whose hi'i'oimn aavcd France in Iho Ilfloouth oontury. 
Ourgrciit kiiitf LOIUH XI. applied vory propnrly lo tho Popo for 
her canonisation, and no olijuction wan inado to his request. Yot, 
jiracticftlly, it waa luivor camod into effect. It was gradually 
forgotten ; and tho chirpy BOOH camo to fool a sort of dislike to her 
memory, whioh roniindud thoni of nolliing but tlioir own social 
wpflknos8. It in Lny lo nouounl for Una result ; nor is any ono 
renlly to blamo for it. It was foarod, not without reason, that to 
consider Jonn of Arc aH a waint might have tho effect of sproading 
false and dnngoroua ideas of foininino duty. Tho difficulty was 
insaporablo for any absolute syMtoin, in which to sanction tho 
exception is to comprumieo the rule. But in a relative system the 
case is different. U 1ft even more inconsistent with Positive 
principles than it in with Catholic, for women to load a military 
life, a life whioh o[ nil otlmra ie tlio least compatible with their 
proper functions A ml yol Pofiitiviatfl will bo tho flrsl to do justice 
to this extraordinary hovoino, whom thoologiaiiB havo been afraid 
to recognize, and whom metaphysicians, even in Franco, havo had 
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the hardihood to inault. Tho anniversary of her glorious martyr, 
dom will ho a solemn festival, not only for Kranco, hut fov Western 
Europe. JOT hor work wns not merely of national importance : 
tlio enslavement of Franco would havo involved tho loss of nil tho 
influence which Franco has exorcised as tho nontro of tho ndvancod 
nations of Europe. Morcovov, as none of them tmi tilUigothev dear 
from tlio disgrace of detracting, as VolUiirn has demo, from her 
character, all should aid in tho reparation of it which Positivism 
propones to institute. So far from hor apnthoosiH having an 
injurious offoct on fomalo character, it will afford mi opportunity 
of pointing out tho anomalous nature of hor career, and tho rarity 
of tho conditions which alone could justify it. It if} a fresh proof 
of tho (ulvfintagos accruing to Morality from tho relative character 
of Positivism, which onahlca it to appreciate exceptional cases 
without weakening tho rules, 

The subject of tlio worship of "Woman hy Man wises a question 
of much delicacy; how to satisfy tho antilogous feelings of devotion 
in tho other sex. Wo havo soon its necessity for men as an inter- 
mediate stop towards tho worship of Humanity ; and women, 
stronger though their sympathies arc, stand, it may ho, in need of 
similar preparation. Yet certainly tho direction taken should lo 
aomovrhat different. "What i wanted in thai each sex should 
strengthen tho moral qualities in which it is naturally deficient 
Energy is a characteristic feature of Humanity as well <IB Sympathy; 
as ia well shown hy tho double moaning of tho word Heart. In 
Man Sympathy is tho weaker clement, and it requires constant 
exorcise. This ho gains by expression of hia feelings of reverence 
for Woman. In Woman, on tlio other hand, tho defective quality 
is Energy ; so that, should any special preparation for tho worship 
of Humanity bo needed, it should ho such as to strengthen courage 
rather than sympathy. But my sex renders mo incompetent to 
enter farther into tho secret wants of Woman's hcavt, Theory indi- 
cates a blank hitherto unnoticed, hut does not onahlo mo to fill it. 
It is a problem for women themselves to solve ; and I had reserved 
it fov my noble eollcagvio, for whoso pvoinatuvo death I would fain 
hope that my own grief may ono day ho shared hy nil. 

Throughout this chapter I have boon keenly sensible of tho philo- 
sophic loss resulting from our objective separation. True, I havo 
boon able to show that Positivism is a matter of tho deepest con- 
corn to women, since it incorporates thorn in tho progressive move- 
ment of modern times. I have proved that tho part allotted to 
thorn in this movement is ono which satisfies their highest aspirations 
for the Family or for Society. And yet I can hardly hope for 



CiMf.lv.J TUB INI'LUESOH OF POSITIVISM UPON WOMEN, 197 

much support from Lliwn until nomo woman shrill como forward to 
interpret what I Inivo mud into language more adapted to their 
nature nml habits o[ tlumght. Till then it will always bo taken 
for granted that they aw incapabln ovou of understanding tho now 
philosophy, notwithstanding all tlio natural affinities for it which I 
havo shown that they posflefw. 

All tlii'so dillleultiwi had hnon entirely removed by tho noble 
antl loving friond to whom T dotlicato tho treatise to which this 
work is introductory. Tlio dedication is nnusual in form, and some 
may think it ovm-ntniincd. Hut my own fcav is rather, now that 
five yours Imvo pant, Unit my words wwo loo wcalc for tho deep 
gratitude which 1! now fwl for hov olovating inllucnco. Without 
it tlio moral aspncts of Positivism would havo lain very lon 
latent, 

Clotildo do Vaux WUH giftrd equally in mind and honvt : and she 
had fllrciwly bcgim I" fwl tlio poiror of Uto now philosophy to raise 
fominino inllucmro from tlm drclino into which it had fallen, nudor 
the rovolutioimvy inilucnci'H of modern times. Misundortitood 
ovorywhei'C, ov(tn by bur own family, lior natuvo was far too noble 
for biUorncHH. Ihn 1 HIUTOWB wnni as oxr.optionnl as they woro un- 
dosorvcd ; but hov purity wan ovmi more rare than hor sorrow ; and 
it preserved IHT nnHcatluul from all Kojihiuticaf attacks on marriage, 
ovon bnforo tin; truo Uioory of miirrmRfl had como boforo hor. In 
tlio only writing whioh film publiflhod, thcro w a beautiful remark, 
ivliich to tlio.no who know thn hmtory of bur lifoiw deeply affecting; 
" Great natures Hlmuld always bo above bringing their own sorrows 
upon othorR". In this charming ntory, written boforo eho know 
anything of PuflittviHrn, nho oxpvoefloil horflolf most character istically 
on the mibjoot of A\ r onniii f n vocation: "Surely tho truosphoroof 
"Woman ia to provide Man with tho comforts and delights of homo, 
croceiviiig in nxcliangn from him the moans of subsistence earned 
by his labours. T would rather eco tlio mother of a poor family 
washing her oh ililrou'H lincni, than BOO her earning a livelihood by 
hor lalonta away from homo. Of course T do not epoak of women 
of extraordinary powers wliown gonius luatls tlioin out of tlio sphere 
of domestic duty. Munh naturna sliould havo free scope given to 
thom : for great minds aro kindled by tho exhibition of their 
powers." TliOHo wonln r.oming from a young lady distinguishod no 
loss for beauty than for worth, show hor antipathy to tho subversive 
idofts so prevalent in the pronont day. But in a largo work which 
sliodirl not ]ivn to fijiteh, B)IO luid iulojulod lo roi'ulo tho attacks 
upon mavriagi), contained in Llio works ot Goorgo Band, to whom 
alto was intellectually no Ions than morally superior, lior nature 
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or ft woman , 

ixt the risk of losing a litllo of hoi- own origiunlity ". Sho 
ribes our intolloctunl anarchy in this charming siinilo : ""Wo 
yot with ouo foot in Uio air ovor tbo threshold 



was oi TUVO ondowmonfc, moved by noble Impulse, and yot allowing 
its duo influence to roason. When sho ww beginning to study 
Positivism aho wrolo lo mo : (( No QUO kuowa butler than wysoU 
how weak our nature is, unices it ban soiuo lofty aim boyoml tlio 
roach of passion". A short Umo afUsrvmvdH, writing with all tta 
graceful froodom of friendship, slio lot full a phrneo of iloop meaning 
almost unawares : " Our race is ono which must Imvo duties, in 
order to form its feelings". 

AVith such a natoc- my Saint Clotilda won, aa may bo aupuoacd, 
fully conscious of tho moral value of Positivism, though sho lm<l 
only ono year to give toita study. A low monlha before hoi- death, 
sho wrote to mo : " If I woro n man, I should bo your enthusiastic 
disciple; (\s a woman, I can hul otEor you my cunliul ailimmUon ". 
In tho snmo letter sho oxplnina tho pnrt wliicb flbo proposed to tal;o 
in diiTwaing the principles of tho now philnwphy : " It is ol\vaya 
well for ft woman to follow modratly bobiiul tho nvmy of renovators, 
oven 
describes 
aro all stsiuding 
of truth ". 

it ) H for wo- Witu suctl ft collcaguo, oombuiiug an who did qualities 
moii to ) intro- hithorto shared amongst tlio noblest types of. womnn- 
tan nfuTtS hood, it would luivo bcon cnsy to iiuluco ^hur BOX to 
Sontuoni im- co-operato in tho rogonoration of Boeioty. I'\n' sho gavo 
" M ' a porfoct oxamplo of that normal reaction of Pooling 

upon Reason which has boon hero sot forward as tbo highest aim of 
Woman's efforts. Wlion aho bad llnislicil tho important work 011 
which sho was engaged, I lnul imivked out for hnr ilufinito yet 
spacious field of co-opnration in tlio Positivism eaitsu : a lickl which 
her intellect nnd chnractor woro fully compotonlr to occupy. I 
mention it bore, to illustrate tbo nioda in which wonion may help 
to spread Positivism through tho West; giving thus tho first oxamplo 
of tho social influence which thoy will at'Lorwiirdn oxorl purinnnontly. 
What I say bus special reference to Italy and to Spain. In other 
countries it only applies to individuals who, though living in nn 
atmosphere of frco thought, have not themselves ventured to think 
freely. Success in this latter caso is BO frornumt, as to malco mo 
confident that tbo agencies of which I am about to speak may bo 
applied col'lootivoly with tho stnno favourable result. 

Tbo intellectual froodom of tbo \Vost begun in Kngland and 
Germany'; and it had all tho dangers of original cllbrts for which 
at that time no systematic basis could bo found. "With tlio legal 
establishment of Protestantism, tho metaphysical movcinont stopped. 
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protestantism, l>y_ consolidating it, seriously impelled subsequent 
progress, nml is Mill, in tho countries whore it prevails, the chief 
obstacle to nil enVi'ml rcnnvntion. Happily Fmnco tlio normal 
coiitvo of Wosli'.ru Kuropc, wns spared tin's so-called Reformation. 
She uifulo up for llm ik-liiy, by passing at QUO stride, under tlio 
hnpulflo given by Ynltuiw, Lo a stiite of entire freedom of thought; 
and llmu resumed lu-r natural place as loader of the common move- 
ment of social regeneration. .Bui tho Vronch white escaping the 
inconsistencies and osuillatioiis of Protestantism, havo been exposed 
loftinhodiuiRora^TCaultiuK from imquulificd acceptance of rovolu- 
tioimry metaphysics. Principles of systematic negation havo now 
hold Choir (round with us too long. Useful as they once wovo in 
[irepnvin^ tho way for social recount ctioii, Lhoy are now a hindrance 
to it. It umy Ixi h|mtl that when tlio movement of free thought 
oxtomlB, (in it usHiirmlly will, to the two Southern nations, wlioro 
Catholicism has Imtm nuiro BiifiHMsfnl in roaiating ProtcstmUisin and 
Doinm, H will lio aUondul with loss injurious consequences. If 
franco wns spnrnd llm (IiUvinifilic Bingo, tlioro seems no reason why 
Italy and ovoii S|i[iin sliould not Ijo spared VoHmrianism. As a 
coinponnation for thin apparent stagnation, they might pass at once 
from Culliolicium to PoHitivimn, without hailing fur any length of 
tune fit llio negative nlngo. '.rimHo counlries could not havo origin- 
ated tho now philosophy, owing to Lhoir insufficient preparation ; 
but as floon flfl it Juia tiikon root in France, thoy will prolmltiy accept 
it willi oxlrmuo vaiiidity. 'Diroct altaclts upon Catliolicism will not 
to nccCBHiiry. Thn now religion will simply put itself into com- 
petition with the old by performing in a bettor way the same func- 
tions that Cal.holiciwn fullllR now, or Ima fulfilled in past times. 

All evidence, cflpocinlly tlio evidence of tlio poofs, goes to prove 
tliat before Luther's time, tlioro was lees belief in tlio South of 
Europe, certainly lens in Italy, than in tho North. And Catholic- 
ism, with all ilw roaintaneo to tlm pvogi-ees of thought, has never 
boon able really to rnvivo tho lioliof in Christianity. "Wo speak of 
Italy find SJKH'II nn IC.RH advanced ; litit tho truth is tlint they only 
oling to Catholicism Ijeciuiao it salisdos their moral and social wants 
better than any avalem with which they are acquainted. Morally 
thoy have moro nlTlnily to I'omtivism than other nations; because 
their foolings of fmtornity have not boon weakened by Iho industrial 
dovotonmnnt wlitclt JKW clone so much hnrm in Pratcatniit countries. 
InteHootuiilly, too, thoy ate less hostile Lo the primary principle of 
Positive Polity ; tho Bonamllon of npiriUwl and temporal power. 
And thoroforo they will wtdcomo Poaitivism as soon ns thoy see 
that in all essential fcatum it equals and surpasses tho medieeval 
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church. Now m this question ia almoat entirely a moral one, thoit 
convictiona in this respect will depend, far moio upon Veolmg tlmn 
upon, (ivgumovit. Conserjiioutly, tho work of converting thorn to 
Positivism is 0110 for wliich women tiro peculiarly aduptoil. Posi- 
tivism has boon communicated to Kngland by mon. Holland, too, 
wliich has boon tho vanguard of Germany ovur einco tlio Middle 
Age* 1ms boon initiated in tho eanio way still mom efficiently. But 
its introduction in Italy and Spain will depend upon tho women of 
those countries ; and tho appeal to them must coino, not from n 
Frenchman, hut from a ^Frenchwomen ; for heart must speak to 
heart. Would that these few words might oimhlo others to appre- 
ciate tho inestimable worth of Iho colleague whom I hud intended 
to write such an appeal ; and that they might stimulate some ono 
worthy to tako her place I 

Already, then, there is ground for encouragement. Already wo 
liavo ono striking instance of a woman ready to co-operate in tho 
philosophical movement, which assigns to hoi- BOX a mission of tho 
highest social consequence as tho prelude to the function for wliich 
in tho normal state they are destined. Such an instance, though 
it may scorn now exceptional, does but anticipate what will one 
day bo universal. Highly .gifted naluvoa pass through tiio srnno 
phases as others ; only they undergo thorn earlier, ami RO become 
guides fov tho vcat. Tl\o Bftcvcd friend of whom I apeak had 
nothing that specially disposed her to accept Positivism, except tho 
beauty of her mind and character, promaturoly riponoil by sorrow. 
Had she boon an untaught working woman, it would perhaps have 
been still easier for her to grasp tho general spirit of tho now phi- 
losophy and its social purpose. 

The result of this chapter is to show tho affinity of tho systema- 
tic element of tho modifying power, as represented by philosophers, 
with women who form its sympathetic clement; an affinity not less 
closo than that with tho people, who constitute Ha synergic ulomout. 
Tho organization of moral force is baaed on tho alliance of philoso- 
phers with tho people ; hut, tho adhesion of women is necessary 
to its completion, With tho union of all three, tho regeneration of 
society begins, and tho revolution is brought to a olosu. Hut more 
than this : their union is at once an inauguration of tho final order 
of society. Each of these threo elements will bo acting as it will 
ho called upon to act in tho normal eta to, and will bo occupying ils 
permanent position relatively to tho temporal power. The philo- 
sophic clnss whose work it is to combine tho action of tho other 
two classes, will find valuable assistance from women in ovory family, 
as well as powerful co-operation from the people in every city. 
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Tho result will bo a union of all who nro precluded from political 
administration, imtitutcd for tho purpose of judging all practical 
measures by tho fixed rules of universal morality. Exceptional 
cages will arise whon moral influence- is insufficient : in those it will 
bo necessary for tho ptioplo to inLovforo actively. But philosophers 
and women nro diHpotiBi:d, from such interference. Direct action 
would bo most injurious to their powers of sympathy or of thought, 
They can only promu-vn these powers by hooping clear of all posi- 
tions of political luithorily. 

But whilu tho moral forco resulting fvom Lho combined action of 
women find of tlio people, will bo more officiont than that of tho 
Middle .Ages, thu Hyutamatio organs of that forco will find ihoir 
work one of grunt dilllculty. High powers of intellect are required ; 
and a heart worthy of nuch intellect. To secure tho support of 
women, and tho co-opomtion of the people, thoy must have tho 
sympathy and purity of llui first, tho energy and disinterestedness 
of the second, yucli nntures nro ravo ; yet without them tho now 
spiritual power cannot obtain that ascendency over society to which 
Foaitiviani iwpiroH. And with all tho agoncios, physical or moml, 
which can bu brought to boar, wo shall havo to acknowledge that 
tho exceeding jnipurfootioiifl of humnn nature form an eternal 
obstacle to tho object [or which Positivism strives, the victory of 
social sympathy ovoi- solMovc, 



CHAPTER V. 
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E essential principles and lha social purpoeo of the 
only philosophy by winch Urn involution can bo brought 
iiwu to ft cl(13 ) nro now before us. Wo hnvo neon loo timt 
M, when in- onovcotic Bitmiort from tho People and cordial Hvinimtliv 

comploto. It 11 , i ,1 i ! l i . J 

wns unfovour- from Women nro necessary to briny tins philosophic 
nbtotoit. inovoincnt to a practical result. Ono further condition 
yet remains, Tlio view horo taken of hunntn lifo as roKRiiowlcd 
by this combination of oflbrlg, would bo incomploto if il did not 
include an additional clement, with Avhich Positivism, aR T have 
now to show, is no leas competent to deal. Wo have- upokou already 
of tho pluco which Ilcason occupies in our imturo; its function 
being to subordinate itsolf to Pooling for tho bettor guidance of the 
Active powers. But in tho normal fltnto of our niUurn it has also 
another function ; thai of regulating inul Bthnulatiiif; Imagination, 
without yielding passive obodicnco to it. The ostliotic fticullics aro 
far too important to bo disregarded in tho normal atuto of Humanity ; 
therefore they must not bo omitted from tho system which aims to 
introduce that state. Tboro is a strong but groundless prejudice 
that in this respect tit least Posilivism will bo found wanting. 
Yet it furnishes, as may readily bo shown, tho only true foundation 
of modern Art, which, since tlio Middle Agos, lias boon cultivated 
without fixed principles or lofty purpose-. 

Tho reproach that Positivism is incompatible with Art nviees 
simply from tho fact that almost every one is in Ibo habit of con- 
founding tho philosophy itsolf with the scientific studies on which 
it is based. Tho charge only applies to tho positive spirit in its 
preliminary phase of disconnected specialities, n phase which 
scientific) men of tho present day aro limiting an eh mischievous 
efforts to prolong. Nolhing can bo more fatal to tho fine arts than 
tho narrow views, tho overstraining of analysis, tho abuse of the 
lessoning faculty, which oharactomo tho scientific investigation 
of tho present day ; to say nothing of their injurious effects upon 
moral progress, the first condition of esthetic development. But 
all these defects necessarily disappear when tho Positive spirit 
"becomes more comprehensive and systematic ; which is tho case ns 



thou l)o to givi) a faithful and complete mpvcwmhtiou of 
naturo unilor its individual, and still inoro under its social, aspects. 
Hithorto Pnnitivi) Science 1ms avoided tlicao two subjects : but their 
charm is such that, when tin; study of thoin 1ms been onco begun, 
it cannot (nil to ho primmiUxl with ardour; and their proper place 
in tlio constitution of Man nml of Society will then bo recognised. 
Reason IUIH IHJUII ilivorfiril for a long tinio from Feeling and Imagina- 
tion. But, with Uin moro complete niul ayatonialio culluro hoio pro- 
nosed, tlwy will liu fo-unilod. 

To those who himi Hlndmd tho foregoing chapters with attention, 
tlio view that thu now philosophy is unfavourable to Art, will bo 
obviously iinjual. Knpponiug uvon that thoro worn no important 
functions Hpi'nially nsmgiuxl to tlio Pino arts in tho Positive system, 
yot indirectly, tlui leading principles of tho system, its social pur- 
pose, mid tins inlluoni'OH by which it is propagated, avo all most 
ooniluoivo tt> tin) inlurcglM of Art. To demon stra to, as Positivism, 
olono of all pliiluHDphlcH Ima ilono, tho subordination of the intellect 
to tho heart, and thu ditpumlimco of tho unity of human nature 
upon l''ei)ling, IH to Btiinuhito HID cathoUo faculties, bocnuso Feeling 
is their trim mmrca 'J'tt propound a social iloctrino by which tho 
RovoUiUon IB bvinighV to a clnao, ia to loinovo tho principal obslaclo 
to the grow tli of Avt, and to ojion a wide flold and a firm foun- 
dation for it, Ijy natuMiuhing fixuil prinoi[ili:s and modes of lifo; 
in tho absence of wluc.h Potitry can havo nothing nohlo to nurrato 
or to inspire. To oxhort tlm working classos to seek happiness in 
calling thim- moral and mental powow into constant exorcise, and to 
give thorn an education, tho principal babis of which JH catholic, ia 
to place Art nndur tho protcotion of its natural patrons, 

But ono coiibidomtiim IH of itnolf Btilllolont for our purpose. Wo 
have l)itt to look at tho inlluunco of Positivism upon AVomon, at its 
tendency to uluvivUi tho nooial dignity of their sex, while at tho satno 
tinto strengthening all family UOH. Now of all tho elements of 
which Bociuty IB constitutQil, "\Voman certainly is tho most esthetic, 
aHko Cvouv Uw uaLvivo ftiul hov iwaHvou ; and lioth hoc position and' 
hot mituro ar mlBwl and Htrongthonod by Positivism. Wo receive 
from women, not only mil- Jlrat Ulonn of Goodness, but our first 
senso of Doanby ; for tlmir own soiiflibility to it is equalled by llioiv 
power of imparting it to others. Wo BOO in them ovory kind of 
Mftuty ooiubinoil; boauty of mind and character as well as of 
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person. All their action?, ovon those winch ara unconscious, 
exhibit a spontaneous striving for ideal perfection. And them- life 
at homo, when free from the necessity of labouring for a livelihood, 
fdvours this tendency. Living (is they do for ail'ection, thoy cannot 
fail to feel aspirations for all that is highest, in tho world around 
thorn first, and then also in tho world of i m agination. A doctrine, 
then, which i-ogtmls women i\3 the ovigiuftlovs of moml influence in 
society, and which places tho groundwork of education under their 
-charge, cannot bo suspected of being unfavourable to Art. 

Leaving those prejudices, wo may now oxamino tho mode in 
which the incorporation of Art into tho modern social system will bo 
.promoted by Positivism. In tho first place systematic principles of 
Art will TJC laid down, and its proper function clearly defined. The" 
result of tins will bo to call out now and powerful moans of ex- 
pression, and also now organs. I may observe that tho position 
which Art will occupy in tho present movement of social regenera- 
tion is already nn iuaugumUan of its Ilual function ; aa wo saw in tho 
analogous cases of tlio position of women and of the working classes. 

iiatiioUo U- Hut before touching on this question, it will bo well 
lent IB for tho to rectify a prevalent misconception on tho subject, one 

MlOTlttlWWl Of . > J- / Jill 

iuo. not for its of the many consequences of our mental and moral 
government anni . c ],y. j ro [ cr to tho exaggeration of tho iniluonco 
of Art; an error which, if uncorrectod, would vitiate all our views 
with regard to it. 

All poots of real genius, from Homor to Cornoillo, havo always 
considered their work to bo that of beautifying human life, and so 
far, of elevating it. Government of human life thoy had never 
supposed to fall within thoir province. Indeed no sano man would 
lay it down as a proposition that Imagination should control the 
other mental-faculties. It would imply that tho normal condition 
of tho intellect was insanity ; insanity being definable as that stato 
of mind in which subjective inspirations are stronger than objective 
judgments. It is a elatio law of our nature, which 1ms novor boon 
ponaanGnUy suspended, U\at the fatuities o RaprcBouUvtion and 
Expression should bo subordinate to those of Conception and Co- 
ordination. Even in cerebral disturbances tho law holds good. 
The relation with tho external world is perverted, but tho original 
correlation of tho internal mental functions remains unaffected. 

Tho foolish vanity of tho Inter poots of antiquity led some of 
them into errors much resembling those which now prevail on this 
point. Still in Polytheistic society artists wore at no time looked 
upon as tho leading class, notwithstanding tho esthetic charaotor of 
Crook and Homan religion. If proofs worn necessary, Homer's 



iutorfcrom'n of pow wiw fiydUumiliwdly prevented. Medieval 
Monotheism was utill lean disposed to ovormLo tlio importance of 
Art, IhuuKh its l-ruo vixluo wim rucogniHril more generally than it 
litwl vot liuon liufum Uul \vilh Uvc <luclmo of Catholicism, germs 
of emirs nhownl llmmnulvii, from which ovon tlio oxfcmonlinary 
goniufl nf JJunUi WUH not fruo. Tho revolutionary influences of tlio 
last fivo conturii!* Imvo developed UIOHO errors into the dolirium (if 
golf-conceit exhibited by tlio pouU inid lilorary inon o onr timo. 
Tlmoloyy ImviiiK arrived lit its oxtnmio limita liuforo any true con- 
ception of Urn I.'iwiUvo HtnUi could urino, tho migativo condition of 



tho Wtmluni Krpuljlic IIKCIIIIIU a^nwntud lo nn unheard-of cxlont. 
Itulua mid iimtiLnlioiiH, whk-li hud formoi'ly controlled tlio moat 
hcmlslroiiy iiinlntinn, full rapidly into diserudit. And as tho princi- 
ples of suoial uriltM- dJMappyanid, nrLiHlt) anil especially poets, tho 
loading cluMH unions lln-tn, Ktinuilnlnd by the ajiplatiso which 
they L'l'coiviMl from tlmir niiinntnic.ti'd audicmce, foil into tho orrov 
of Bonkiiij^ politti'iil inlliioni-o. Incoinpiitiblo as all more ci-iticism 
nuiat bu \vitli Lriui I'tiiiLry, inodin-n Art sinco tlm fourtoonth century 
lins pavticipiitcd ninm ami nioro nulivi'ly in tho dnstrnntion of tlio 
oldnyHtmn. Until, Imwnvisr, .N'lmnltvisiii liud recoivod its distinct. 
fllvnpo mid characl,t'r from Uio rovulutions of tlio aixtoonth and 
eovotliuulh cunturii'n, |,lm inflimnco uf Art for dcatnictivo purpnsoa 
wna secondary to tlnd nxi'iuiHod by tnctaphysioimis and logials, 
Hut in llui oinhlt'i'iith century, \vlion nugativiflin bngan to bo propa- 
gdtod boldly in n Hywtoinnlic, funn, tho cnao was changed, and lite- 
ruvy ninbition lyistirti'd duel f morii strongly. Tho speculative thinkers 
who had liithcrLo formed thn vanguard of the dostnictive movement, 
were roplaci'd l>y mum Httiiratitura, inon whoso tntonts wore of a 
poaUcivl rathor limn philonophicul kind, 1ml who had, intellectually 
spenldng, no real voi-nliiin. AVlmn Llio criniB of tho Revolution 
came, Him luiUiroffi'iiouim U!UHH Look Llm load in tho movement, and 
naturally Htnppnd into all political olllcca ; a stido of thinga wliicli 
will continuo until thoro IB a mow direct mid general, movement of 
rcorganiwition. 

Tim in tin) liiHtoriwil explanation, and at tho same Tllo 1)ol i[ [cftl 
timo tht! refutation, of tlui nulwui-Hivo scliomofl BO pro- tnflnoiico of 
vftloul in ouv liiiu\, of which U\ci ohjoctis lo ofttaliliaU a USSosiga 
nottof ai-JHtocrncy of litorary pedanU. Sucli day-dreams JUJ^S? E 
of unbridled HclE-oonuoit flnd fiwouv only with the mota- 
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them, utterly unfits them for boin^ our glides. Their natural 
clcfucls are such ns nothing but rigorous mid systematic education 
am em'vucl ; they nvc, lUcvcfovo, cuiUin to bo poeulinvly prominent 
in timos Hltc these when iloop convictions of any kind urn no rnro. 
Their real vocation is to assist Iho spiritual powur as accessory mem- 
bers ; and Una involves tlioir renouncing nil iduiR of ftnvGniinont, 
ovon moro strictly Ihnu lOiiloaophors LlicniHclvdH. I'lulosopliors, 
though not thoimelm ongn^ing in politics, fivo cnllnd upon lo toy 
clown the principles of political fiction; but tho pout linn very litllo 
to do with oithor. Jlis special funcUojUH to Mcaliaonnd to stinuilnto; 
nnd to do this woll, ho nuist concentrate his onoi-^ics axolusivoly 
upon it.' It ia a lar^o and noble flokl, amply sufllcii-nl/ to nbaovb 
men wlio have n real vocation for it. Accordingly, in tho groat 
nvliala of foviucv limes wo sco compftvaltvoly fo\v Ivacon of Una 
cxlmvngnnt ambition. IL conios before us in n limn \vhon, owing 
to tho absence- of rcgnlnr \iti\x\x of lifo mul lixuil oonviclions, art 
of the highoat orclov is impossiblo. Tho pouts of our time cither 
Imvo not roalisort or liivvo rmslrikon Oioir voctiLion. "\Vhon Society 
is again brought under tbo influence- of a univorsnl floctrino, renl 
poetry will again become possible ; nnd such mon na UIOBO wo ]iavo 
been speaking of will turn tlioir onorgies in a diflurunt dirootion. 
Till tbon they will continue to waste thoiv oflorta or to ruin tlioir 
character in worthless political agitation, a stato of things in which 
mediocrity shines and real gonhis is loft in tho background. 

In tho novmtd Btnto ot hiunau naUivo, TuiftginaUou is Hubovdhifttc 
to Eciison as Reason is lo Feeling. Any prolonged inversion of 
this natural ovdov ia both jnovnlly aiul iiitolleotuftlly ilangorous, 
Tho roign of Imagination would bo still moro disastrous than tho 
reign, ol Reason ; only that it is ovon moro incompatible with tbo 
practical conditions of human life. But chimerical as it is, Iho 
more pursuit of it may do much individual harm by substituting 
artificial oxcilomont, and in too many cases aJTcotation of fooling, 
in tho place of deep and spontaneous emotion. Viewed politically, 
nothing can Ijo worse than this undue prouondomnoo of esthetic 
considerations caused by the uncontrolled ambition of artists and 
litterateurs. Tho true olyacl of Art, which itj to chatm awl olcvatc 
human life, is gradually lost sight of. By being held out as tho 
turn and object of existence, it degrades tho artist and tho public 




life, iimy become a deeply corrupting influence, if it becomes tho 
paramount conmdin-atum. It ia notorious what an atrocious custom 
prevailed in I Inly for eovcml conturica, simply for the sako of 
improving IIIOII'H voiccn. Art, tho Lvuo purpose of which is to 
strengthen our uynipatliioH, IOOI!R whon thus degraded to n most 
abjcot form of tmlliHhno j in which enjoyment of sounds or forms 
is hold out iia tho highest happiness, and utter apathy prevails as to 
all ijy rations of Huuml Interest, ftp dangoroiiB is it intellectually, 
nnd still mom HO morally, fov iiulividunlfl, and above all, for societies 
to allow uBlhotiu considerations to become unduly preponderant 
oven whon they Hpring from a genuine impulse. But Uio invariable 
consequence to which thin violation of tho first principles of social 
order loads, is tho tmccosa of mediocrities who acquire technical skill 
by long pmctico. 

Thus it is that wo havn gradually fallen under tho discreditable 
influence of men who wore evidently not competent for any bub 
fwbordiwil.0 positions, ami whowi propondcvanco 1ms proved as in- 
jurious to Art u it hue boon to Philosophy and Morality. A fatal 
facility of giving oxpretmion to what IB neither heliovod nor folt, 
jjivos temporary reputation to men who are as incapable of originality 
iu Art as they uro of i^ranpinR any now principlo in science. It ia 
the most ruiimrknblo of all tho political unomalics caused by our 
revolutionary position ; and Uio moral results arc most deplorable, 
unloaa whon, tin rarely happens, tho possessor of those undeserved 
honours linn ft nature too noble to bo injured by thorn. Foots aro 
more exposed to thuno dangers than other artists, because their 
epliovo ia more general and gives wider BCOJIO for ambition. But in 
the special arts wo find the earno ovil in a atill more degrading 
form j that of avarice, a vice by which so much of our highest 
tftlout in now tainted. Another signal proof of the childish vanity 
and uncontrolled ambition of tbo olagfl is, that those who aro merely 
intorpvolorft of uthor inon'w produotiona claim tho same title as those 
who have produced original works. 

Such are tho ruaulta of tho extravagant proton tiona which artista 
and literary men havo graduully developed during tho last five 
centurion. I havo dwelt upon thorn because they constitute at 
pruaont eorioiiB impedimonU to oil sound views of tho nature and 
purposes of Art. My strictures will not bo thought too sovoro by 
loally oBthctlc natures, who know from personal experience how 
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fatal tho present system is to all talent of a high ordor. "Whatever 
tho outcry of thoso personally interested, it is curtain that in tlio 
true interest of Art tho suppression of mediocrity is at least as 
important as tlio oncoumgoniotit of tnlonL Truo Itieta always 
implies dislusto. Tlio very fact that tho object is to foster in us 
tho sense of perfection, implies that all true connoisseurs will fool a 
thorough dislike for feeble work. Happily there in this privilege 
in all masterpieces, that tho admiration aroused by thorn endures in 
its full strength for all time; so that tho plea which is often put 
forward of keeping up the public tftsto by novelties which in reality 
injure it, falls to tho ground. To mention my own experience, I 
may say that for thirteen years I have boon induced alike from 
principle and from inclination, to restrict my roadiug almost entirely 
to tho groat Occidental poets, without feeling tho smallest curiosity 
for tho works of tho day which are brought out in such mischievous 
abundance. 

riioory uf Guarding ourselves, then, ngniufit errors of this kind, 
Art - wo may now proceed to consider the esthetic character 

of Positivism. In tho first place, it furnishes us with a satisfactory 
theory of Art; a subject winch has never been systematically explain- 
ed ; all previous attempts to do so, whatever their value, hav- 
ing viewed tho subject incompletely. Tho theory hero offered 
is based on tho subjective principle of Lho now philosophy, on its 
objective dogma, and on its social purpose ; as sot forward in the 
two first chapters of this work. 

Art may bo defined as an ideal representation of 
. Fact ; and its object is to cultivate our sense of per- 
fection. It sphere therefore is co-extensive with that 
of Science. Both deal in their own way with tho world 
of Fact; tho ono explains it, tho other beautifies it. Tho contem- 
plations of tho artist and of tho man of science follow tho same 
encyclopedic law ; they begin with tho simple objects of tho ex- 
ternal world ; they gradually rise to tho complicated facts of human 
nature. I pointed out in tho second chapter that tho scientific scale, 
tho scale, that is, of tho Truo, coincided with that of tho Good : 
wo now see that it coincides with that of tho Bountiful. Thus 
between those throe groat creations of Humanity, Philosophy, 
Polity, and Poetry, there is tho most perfect harmony. Tho first 
elements of Beauty, that is to say, Ordor and Magnitude, are visible 
in tho inorganic world, especially in tho heavens; and they are 
there perceived with greater distinctness than whore tho phenomena 
are more complex and loss uniform. Tho higher degrees of Beauty 
will hardly bo recognised by those who aro ijisousiblo to this its 
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simplest phase. But as in Philosophy wo only study tho inorganic 
W ovld as a preliminary to tho study of Man; ao, but to o. still 
greater extent, is it with Poetry. In Polity tho tendency is similar 
but loss apparent. Hero wo begin with material progress; wo 
proceed to physical and aubsufp,iontly to intellectual progress ; but 
it is long beforo wo arrive at tho ultimate goal, moral progress. 
Poetry pusses moro' rapidly over the three preliminary stages, and 
rises with leas dillieully to tho contemplation of moral bounty, 
tooling, then, is twwonlinlly tlio splioro of Poetry. And it supplies 
not tho ond only, but tho_ moans. Of all the phenomena which 
relate to man, human nflueUiniu avo tho most modifiable, and there- 
fore tho most susct'ptiblo ol idndimtion. Iking moro imperfect 
than any other, Ity virtue of thoir higher complexity, thoy allow 
greater scope for improvement. Now the act of expression, how- 
over impuricd, miotn powerfully iipon those Junctions, which from 
thoir nature are alwayn Blinking nomo external vent. Every one 
iocogni/1'.a the inlluoncn of language upon thoughts : and surely it 
cannot bo lorn \ipuu fv)lmg, since m U\om tho need o expression 
is gi'oalur. Consn[uonlly all cntliotio study, oven if purely imitative, 
may become u useful numil iixorciso, by calling sympathies and 
rmUpallucH into UwdLhy play. 'L'ho ulTwit ia fnv gvonUiV when tho 
representation, pausing tho liinita of strict accuracy, ia suitably 
idealised. This indeed in the olmraclm-inlio mission of Art. Its 
IiiucUou is Lo cimntmet types of tlio noblcHt kind, by tho contem- 
plation of which our fi'elhign and thoughts may bo elevated. Tlmt 
tho porlruiUmi aliould bo exaggerated follows from the definition 
of Art ; it nlmuh.1 nurpanH realities so OH to stimulate us to amend 
tliom. Grout as Lho inlluont;o in of those pooLio emotions on indi- 
viduals, they aro far moro ellieuoimm when brought to boar upon 
public life : nut only from llio uroalor imporlimco of the subject 
matter, but bucumo uaeh iiutlviuual iniprcsBion is rondorod more 
inloiiBO by combination. 

Thus Positivifiin explains and confinna tho view I-ODU-J is i- 
ordinarily Uikuii of Pootry, by placing it midway bo- S,, ^: 
twecn I'liiloHophy and Polity; issuing from Llio first, j^," 1 " 1 
nnd pronaring tho way for tho second. *' 

livon 1'ooVnig itsulf, tho lilghohl principlo of out oxwtoacu, 
accepts Uiu objoctivo dogma of Philosophy, that Humanity is 
subject to Iho imh'r of tho external world. And Imagination on 
still Blrongoi- grouiuln muni ftccont. Iho samo law. Tho ideal must 
always be aubordinato to tho real; otherwise foohloness as well as 
oxlruvagunoo IH tlio cdimoimunco. Tho statesman who ondoavoura 
to iwnwovo Uio osihUng ovdvr, must flvel study IL aa it exists. And 

14- 
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tlio poet, although his improvoinonta arc but imagined, and avo not 
supposed capable of realization, must do likewise. Tnio in hig 
fictions 3io will traiiacond tlio limits of tlio possible, while tlio 
statesman will keep within those limits; but both have Lho same 
point of departure; both begin by studying tlio actual fads with 
which thoy deal. In our artificial improvements wo should novoc 
aim at anything more than wise modilication of Lho natural order; 
wo should never attempt to subvert it. And though Imagination 
lias a wider range for its pictures, thoy avo yoL subject to tlio saino 
fundamental law, imposed by Philosophy upon Polity and Poetry 
alike. Even in the most poetic ayes this law has always been re- 
cognised, only the external world was interpreted then in a way 
very differently from now. AVo BOO Lho sumo thing ovory day in 
the mental growth of the child. As his notions of fact change, 
Ins fictions are modified in conformity with those changes. 

But while Poetry depends upon Philosophy for the- principles on 
which its typos are constructed, it influences Polity by the direction 
which it gives to those types. In ovory operation that man under- 
takes, ho must imagine before ho executes, as lie must observe 
before ho imagines. lie can never produce a result which ho has 
not conceived first in his own mind. In tho simplest application 
of mechanics or geometry he finds it necessary to form a mental 
typo, winch is always more perfect than tho reality winch it precedes 
and prepares. Now none but those who confound poetry with 
verso-making can fail to see that Una conception of a typo is tlio 
same thing as esthetic imagination, under its simplest and most 
general aspect. Its application to social phenomena, which con- 
stitute tho chief sphere both of Art and of Science, is very im- 
perfectly understood as yet, and can hardly bo said to have begun, 
owing to tho want of any tine theory of society. Tho real object, 
of so applying it is, that it should regulate tho formation of social 
Utopias ; subordinating them to tho laws of social development as 
revealed by history. Utopias are to tho Art of social life what 
geometrical and mechanical types are to their respective arts. In 
these their necessity is universally recognised ; and surely tho 
necessity can not bo loss in problems of such far greater intricacy. 
Accordingly wo see that, notwithstanding the empirical condition 
in which political art has hitherto existed, every groat change has 
been ushered in, one or two centuries beforehand, by an Utopia 
bearing some analogy to it. It was tho product of tho esthetic 
genius of Humanity working under an imperfect eonso of its con- 
ditions and requirements. Positivism, far from laying an interdict 
on Utopias, tends rather to facilitate their employment and their 
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on Utopias, lon<1n mUinr to fncilitatn their employment and their 
iiillucnuo, as a normal ..'loimmL in society. Only, as in tho case of 
nil olhor product of imiiKiimtitm, tlioy nmst nlways romnin sub- 
ordhmtcd to tho ncLiml lawn of uncial existence. And thus by 
giving a systematic wwc-tion to this tho Poetry, as it may bo called, 
of Politics, nioHL of tho datitforH which now aurround it will dis- 



will dis- 

appear. ItH prompt oxtraviigiinc(w) urine simply from tho absence 
of BOHIO philoHophical prlncipln to control it, and thcroforo there 
is no reamm for rcKiwliiiK thoin wil.li great severity. 

Tho wholu 'if this theory may bo summed up in tho double 
monniiiK f Ui word HO adinirably clinnou to dosignato our osthotio 
functiunH. Tlio word Art in n romnrlcablo instance of tho popular 
instinct from whii'.h ImiKimffo proceeds, mid which is ffiv more ou- 
liglitoncd Limn dlucnlud PDIHOIIQ ai'O apt to fluppoaa Jt indicates, 
howovor Vfiyuuly, a m\w\ <if iho Lruo posiliou of Poo try, midway 
holwooii I'hilimnphy mid Polity, but witli a oloaor relation to the 
latter. Trim in llin CIIHO (if tho tec.hnicftl nrt-s tho improvements 
proposed aro prnotinilly rcnlimid, whilo Ihosn of tho fine arts remain 
imaginary. I'mitry, liomivcr, doaa produce ono result of nn indirect 
but most oHHonlinl kind ; it doen mltually modify our moral nature. 
If wo meludit oratory, wliioh in only 1'oolry in a simpler plmso, 
though of Ion wovthltmH enough, wo llml its inllucnco oxortcd in a 
most dilhcult and uritinil Uwk, that of nrouaing or calming our 
pflssioiiB j and UI!H not (\rbi trarily, hut in accordance with tho fixed 
laws of tlioiv acjtum. lloru it has bnon always recognised as a 
moral ngoimy of mmb \w\vw. On overy ground, then, Poetry 
sconia more oloHoly rolalod to practical tlmn to Rpcculativo life. For 
its practicnl rnmillH ro of tho mot important and comprehensive 
nature. Wlmtnvoi- tlin utility of other arts, material, physical, or 
intellectual, tlioy nro only wihmdiavy or preparatory to that which 
in Poetry in thu dimol iuiu, moral improvement. In tho middle 
Agos it was wmimoii in all \Voatfii-n languages to speak of it as a. 
Science), tho proper moaning of tho word Soionco boing then very 
imperfectly undorHtotid. Hut na floon as both artislio and sciontifto 
gotiuis had hoctimo moio fully dovolnped, Lhoir distinctivo features 
were moro olonrly nioogniRDil, nnd finally tlio namo of Art was 
appropriated to tho whole dims of pootio functiona. Tho fact is, 
at all ovoiUa, tin avKUDiont in favour of tho Positive theory of 
Idealization, fin Bliulinf{ niidwuy botwoon theoretical inquiry and 
practical result. 

Evidently, Limn, it is in Art Umt tho unity of human 
naturoe flntls iU moat comnlcilo and moat nalnrol ropro- 
eontatton. For Art ia in dirnot relation with tho throe 
orders of phenomena by which human nature is chamc- 



nonce 



on every pnaso oj our oxmenwj, 
too its pccnliar nttributu of giving equal plcasuro io nil ranks ami 
ages. Art invites tlio thinker lo leave hie abstractions for tho 
study of real lifo ; it elevates tho practical man into a region of 
thought where self-love has no pluco. By its inlermediiilo position 
it promotes tho mutual reaction of Affection ami Knason. It stimu- 
lates fooling in those who aro too much engrossed with intellectual 
questions : it strengthens tho contemplative faculty in natural 
whoro sympathy predominates. It hue boon said of Art that its 
province is to hold a mirror to nature. Tim flaying is usually 
applied lo social lifo whom its truth is moat apparent. But it is 
no less true of ovory nspccl of our existence ; for undnr ovory 
aspect it may bo a source- of Art, and may bo rupvofjonlod niul 
modified by it. Turning lo Biology for tho cause of thin sociolo- 
gical relation, wo find it in tho relation of the muscular and 
nervous systems. Our motions, involuntary at first, find thou 
voluntary, indicate internal impressions, moral impressions more 
especially ; and as they proceed from them, so thoy react upoi 
them, lloro wo find tho first germ of ft true theory of Art 
Throughout tho animal kingdom language is simply gesticulation of 
a more or less expressive kind. And with man cathode develop- 
ment begins in the same spontaneous way, 

TJirooBtacoH With this primary principle wo may now complete 
in tho catholic our statical theory of Art, by indicating in it throe dis- 

proobss : Imi- ,. , , , ,,\i n . , , ,. 

tation, Ideal- tlUCt dogrOCS 01' pilOSCR J.J1C- fllU) (XV 1 8 lUlVO boCll (llVl- 

tmMBion ta " l * ot * * n ^ " IU *l' a l'i vo tm( l inventive ; but this distinction 
has no real foundation. Art always imitates, and 
always idealizes. True, as tho real IH in every caso tho source of 
the ideal, art begins at first with simple Imitation. In the child- 
hood, whether of man or of tho race, as also wilh the lower animals, 
servile imitation, and that of tho moat insignificant actions, is the 
only symptom of esthetic capacity. $To representation, however, 
'has at present any claim to tho title of Art (although from motives 
of puerile vanity tho name is often given to it), oxcopt BO far as it 
is made moro beautiful, that is to say, more perfect. Tho represen- 
tation thus becomes in reality moro faithful, because tho principal 
features are brought prominently forward, instead of being obscured 
by a mass of unmeaning detail. This it is which- constitutes 
Idealization j and from tho timo of tho groat master-pieces of 




origin nor Uio itauiro m j\n couui DO correctly understood. 

In addition to Uio oruativo process, which is the chiof chnrnctor- 
iBUo of Art, iho.ro fa a third funcliou which, though not absolutely 
nocossary in iU hnilulivo stage, becomes in its icloal stage. I moan 
the function of ttxprcHHion strictly BO called, without which tho 
product of imiiffmution could not l>o communicated to othorg. 
Languago, whether it bo tho Language of nouml or form, ia the last 
stogo ot Uio (wUioUu operation, and it doos not always bear a dxis 
proportion to tlm invontivo faculty. "When it is too dofoctivc, the 
sublimoat oroalionfl may bo ranked lowov tlmn tlioy deserve, owing 
to the fivihmi of tho pont to communicalo hia thought completely, 
Gront noworn o Bl.ylo iniiy, on tho other hand, confer uumoritod 
iGiwUUon, which hovmvor doon not, cnduco. An inatanco of this 
ie Uio pvoforonco UmL wiis ((Ivoii for so long a time to Rociuo over 
Cornoillo. 

So IOK ftfl Art iw conunud Lo TniilaLion, no epocial language is re- 
quired ; imitation JH itself tho Buhatituto for Innpfungo. But as soon as 
the nojivoaoutttluiti hns hoconifl idonli^.otl by heightening some features 
mid BUiipresniug or iiltoiitiK others, it oorreaponds to eomotlnng which 
oxistB only in tho mind of tho composer; and its communication to 
tho world vcqmroH additional Inborn- rtovolcd oxclueivoly to lixproa- 
aion. In thiH final proem's no noocsBnry to tho complete success of 
hia work, UIH \>oot mouMn hia signs upon his inward typo , just as 
ho bognn at flmt by adapting thorn to external facts. So far there 
is Bomo truth In Ch/ttry'fl pnnciplo that Bong is derived from speech 
by tho intormodinto slngH ol declamation. Tho sumo principle has 
boon applied to all tho Rpoolnl arta ; it might also bo applied to 
Poetry, ovaloiy lining tho link between vorao and prose. Those 
viowB, howovor, nro oomowhnt. modified by tho hietorical spirit of 
Positivo 1'bilonophy. AVo numt invert Grclry'a relation of cnnao 
nnd ottoct; at looot wlion wo tiro confiidoring thoao primitive Limca, 
when Art and Lannnngo Arat nnwo together. 

Tho origin of nil uur faonltiofl of oxprosaion is invariably 
ceUiotio; for wo do not express till aftoc wo have felt 
atrongly. Pooling had, in primitivo limes at all ovonta, far moro 
to do wltli thcKft laoullloB than Thought, being a Inr stronger 
stimulant to oxlornnl domonntration. Jwon in tho most highly 
wrought languages, whoro, in coneonuonco of eocial roquircmonts, 
reason has to a groat oxtont oncroaonod upon emotion, wo ace ovi- 
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there is no absolute necessity. Accordingly, Sociology regards 
ovory language as containing in its primitive elements nil that is 
spontaneous and universal in the esthetic development of Hinnanity; 
onongli, that is, to satisfy tho general need of communicating 
emotion. In this common fioltl tho special mis commence, and 
tiioy ultimately widen it. Jtut tho operation is tho same in its 
nature, whether carried on by popular instinct or by individuals. 
Tho final result ia always more dependent on feeling than on reason, 
oven ill times like those, whou tho intellect lias risen in revolt 
against tho heart. Song, therefore, comes before Speech ; Painting 
boforo Writing ; because tho first things wo express are those 
which move our feelings most. Subsequently tho necessities of 
social life oblige us to employ more frequently, and ultimately to 
develop, those element!) in painting or in song, which relate to 
oui- practical wants and to our speculative faculties so far as they 
are required for supplying them j these forming tho topics of ordi- 
navy communication, TUua Uio emotion Ivom vn'Meh (ho sign hud 
originally proceeded becomes gradually effaced; the practical object 
is alone thought of, and expression becomes more rapid and leas 
emphatic. Tho process goes on until at last tho sign in supposed 
to have originated in arbitrary convention; though, if this wore 
tho case, its universal and spontaneous adoption would bo inexpli- 
cable. Such, then, is tho sociological theory of Language, on 
which I shall afterwards dwell more fully. I connect it with tho 
whole class of esthetic functions, from which in tho lower animals 
it is not distinguished. For no animal idcali/cs its Bong or gesture 
so far as to rise to anything that can properly bo called Art. 

To complete our examination of the philosophy of 
of tho nrta on Art, statically viewed, wo have now only to speak of tho 
o\ IO ducroaflJi! OI ' <lov ' u wn ' c '' ^ ao various arts should ho clansillcd. 
Konei-niiiy.Hd Placed as Art is midway between Theory and Practice-, 

tSy!" g "' l fc is clftS9ifit!cl on tno 8nmo pvinciplo, tho principle, that 

is of decreasing generality, which I have IDHIJ at(o 

shown to bo applicable to all Positive classifications oC wlmtinuv 



tlio order 01 tnotr conception and succession, ag was done in my 
Treatise on PomLivo Philosophy 01- Lho various branches of Science 
and Industry. 

Tlio url, ihim, should bu classified by iho decreasing generality 
mid Hit) incmiHing inloimiLy, which involves also inn-casing toohni- 
cality, of Lhoiv inoiloH of uxprussiou. In its liighcat torm tho esthetic 
ecnlo coniinots itsuK with Urn scientific ficnlo ; and in its lowest, with 
tho iiuluBlriul scale. Tlito in in conformity with tho position assigned 
to Avt intermediate hoLwoon Philosophy and Practical life. Art 
never becomes diwiomujelud from hnnmn interests ; but ns it becomes 
loss general ami worn U'diiiical, iU rolnlion with our higher attributes 
becomes lens intimnlo, mid it w more dopoiulont on inorganic Nature, 
BO tlmt nt )ut tliu kind of buuuty doinotod by it is merely material. 

On thoMj principloH of chwHillciition wo must give Lho 
flrat plnco to I'mslry pvoporly HO culled, as boing tho OQry ' 
moat gonovnl mnl h'UHl lecliiiicnl of tho nvla, and as being tho basis 
on which all Mm mat (hipwid. Tho impressions which it produces 
ore losa iiiUiimo tlmu Lhnao of Lho rent, but its epltoro is ovidontly 
wider, Biuco it uinbiiicua ovory nido of our oxistouco, wliolhor indi- 
vidual, doinnatic, or miriid. Pootry, like tho Hpocial atta, has a 
oloBor relation with nctioiiH and iiupnlHCfl thun with tlioiiglits. Yot 
the most abHtnuit roiiniptioiiH urn not oxcludud from its sphere ; for 
not merely wui it iiupvuvn tlui Iftngiiii^o m whioh they are expressed, 
but it may add to thmi 1 iiitiiiiHio beauty. It ia, on Lho whole, tlio 
moat popular of all Lho art*, both on account of its wider ecopo, 
and also boonuso, its inntrunioiita of oxprcsoion being taken directly 
from ordinary IIUIKUHKO, it IH jnoro gonovtilly ititolligiblo than any 
other. Truo, in tlio InHhuaL Icind of poetry voraification is neces- 
sary ; but thin ciumot bo called a apceial art. Tlio language of 
Poetry, ftlthoiinh dintinot in form, is in reality nothing but tho 
language of cuimuon imm moro porfotstly expressed. Tho only 
technical oloniunt in it, prosody, is easily acquired by a fow days' 
practice. A proof of tho identity of iho language of PooLry with 
tlmt of common life, JH Lho faot tliat no poot has over boon able to 
write with olfout in a foroigu or n ilwul languugo. And not only is 
tliis noblest oJ Arts moro eonipi-olioiiflivo, more sponUmoous, more 
popular than Lho rest, but it flurnaBsos them in that which is the 
diBWClerlnllo fcaturn of all art, Ideality. Pootry is Lho artwhieh 
idealises tlio mutj and iiuitalos the least. For thceo roaeone it has 



compass witii greater nuensity. JJUD it is iroui roou-y inai uicso 
subjects are usually borrowed. 

The first lorm of the aeries "boing thus clolonnincil, 
MllB ' the oilier arts may at once bo ranked according lo tlio 
degree of their affinity with Poetry. Lot us begin by distinguish- 
ing tlio different souses to which they appeal ; and wo shall find 
that our series' proceeds on the principle which biologists, since Gall's 
time, have adopted for the classification of tlio special senses, the 
principle of decreasing sociability. There arc only two semes which 
can bo called esthetic; namely, Sight and Heaving: the others 
having no power of raising us to Idealization. Tlio BOH BO of smoll 
can, it is true, onahlo us to associate ideas ; but in man it exists 
too feebly for artistic effects. Hearing and Sight correspond to tlio 
two modes o natural language, voice and gesture. 1'rom tlio first 
avisos the art of Music; the second, which however/ is lose esthetic, 
includes the throe aria of form. Those arc more technical than 
Music ; their field is not BO wide, and moreover they ataud at a 
greater distance from poetry; whereas Music- remained for a long 
time identified with it. Another distinction is that the souse to 
which music appeals performs its function involuntarily; and this 
is one reason why the emotions which it calls forth aro more spon- 
taneous and more deep, though loss definite, than in tho caso where 
it depends on the will whether wo receive tho impression or not. 
Again, tho difference between them answers to tlio distinction of 
Time and Space. Tho art of sound represents succession; tho arts 
of form, co-existence. On all those grounds nuisio should certainly 
bo ranked before tho other special arts, as tho second term of the 
esthetic aeries. Its technical difficulties are exaggerated by podanta, 
whoso interest it is to do so ; in reality, special training ia loss 
needed for ita appreciation, aiid oven for its composition, than in 
tho case of either painting or sculpture. Ilonco it is in every respect 
more popular and more social. 

Painting. Of ^ IQ tn , rco artB which appeal to tho voluntary sense 

sooipimp. of sight, ancl which present simultaneous impression?. 

ArchUocturo. ? n ' * i * l , i \T 

Painting, on tho same principle of arrangement, holds 
tho first rank, and Architecture tho last; Sculpture being placed 
between them, Painting alone employe all tho methods of visual 
expression, combining tho effects of colour witli those of fonn. 
Whether in pulilic or private life, ita sphere is wider than that of 



<lopmidont on technical processes; mul nulocd most of ils productions 
nro rather works of industry than works of art. It seldom rises 
above material beauty ; moral beauty it can only represent by arti- 
flcenj of which llw weaning is often ambiguous. But tho impres- 
sions convoynd by it arc HO powerful and BO permanent, that it will 
always retain its nlncu among tlio flno arts, especially in Iho case of 
groat public IniiUtingfl, which stand out as tho moat imposing record 
of each HuecoHftivo phaso of social development. Never Ima tho 




striking manner tho property which Architecture possesses of bring. 
ing all Vho nvltt topoUiov into ix cowmon centre. 

Tliceo briof remarks will illustrate tho method adopted TUQ oomii- 
by tho now plillosofiliy In invontigating a eystoinatic jjj; j [~ 
thoory ol Art undov an ila atatioal nspools. "\Voliavo novor yet bom 
now to epoak of iU) action upon flocial lifo, whothor in comWuot! - 
tho final fltiitn of Kinnanity, or in tho transitional movomont through 
which that etaio ia to bo rcaeliod. 

Tho Tobitivo thoory of history ehowe XIB at once, in BpKoof strong 
prejudices to Iho contrary, that up to Iho present time Iho progress 
achieved by Art him bnon, liko tlmt of Bcionco and Industry, only 
preparatory; th conditions cBsontial to iU full development nover 
liaving yot bcou combined, 

Too much hiia boon mndo of tho cslholio tondoncioB Neither in 
of tho nationa of antiquity, owing to the frco scopo Po'J'" 10 ' 8111 - 
that was given to Imagination in constructing Uipir doctrines. In 
fact rolythoitiin, now that tho boliof In its principles exists no 
longar, has boon regarded as flimply a work of arU But tho long 
dmatfim ol via mmeiplw would uo a(Uoioi\t proof that they wore 
nob created by tho pools, bnt that they omaimlod from tho pliiloso- 
pliio KoniiiB of Ilwumnity working spontaneously, as explained in 
ray theory of limuim dovolopmonl, in Uw only -way that waa then 
possihlo. AH tlmt Art did for Polytheism was to ptsvform its proper 
function of clothing it in ft inoyo pootio form. It is quilo true that 
the peculiar diameter of rolythofsllo philoeophy gavo groftUjt acopa 
for the dovolopmcnt of Art than lias boon afforded by aiiysubse- 
oiiont aystoin. It IB to this portion of the theological period that 
wo must attributo tho /Irat Htopu of osthotio development, whothor 



life of antiquity was Inglily unfavourable to Art. Tito sphere of 
personal feelings and domestic affbcliona was lutidly optm to it. 
Public lifo in ancient timos had certainly inoro vigorous and more 
poniiauont features, and Iicro thorn \VHH iv wider Hold. Yot ovon in 
such a cnso as that of Homer, wo fool thnt ho would hardly have 
spent his extraordinary powora upon doacriptioiiB of military lifo, 
had thoro boon noblot subjects for 3ns genius. Tho only grand 
aspect, viowcd socinlly, that wnr could ofl'oi 1 , the Bystum of incor- 
poration instituted by Homo alter a succession of conquests, could 
not tlion bo foreseen. When that period arrived, ancient history 
was drawing to a oloso, and the only poetical tribute to this noblov 
policy was contained in a low beautiful Hnca oi Virgil's 
ending with the ronmrltablo oxprossion, 



miionoro nioroin, 
[Impose llio mw of 



Kor under Moduuval society, notwithstanding irrational pro- 
tUa Biecitftjvni judicofl to the contrary, would havo boon far nioro 
yatcm. fuvourablo to the h'no arts, could it havo continued 

longer. I do not speak, indeed, of its dogmas ; which wore HO 
incompatible with Art, as to lend to the, a twinge inconsistency of 
giving a factitious sanction to Paganism iu tho midst of Christianity. 
By holding personal and chimerical objects before us as tho ond of 
life, Monotheism discouraged all poetry, except so far as it related 
to Wf individual existence). This, liowovot, wna uloalwod by Uio 
mystics, whoso beautiful compositions ponotiMtod into our inmost 
emotions, and wanted nothing but greater perfection of form. AH 
that Catholicism offootod for Avt in olhor rospucle was to secuio a 
bettor position for it, ns soon as tho priesthood became strong enough 
to counteract tho intellectual and moral defects of Christian doctrine. 
But tho social lifo of the Middle Ages was far more catholic- than 
that of antiquity. Wnr was still tlto prevailing occupation ; but 
by assuming a defensive character, it had become far more moral, 
and therefore more poolic. Woman had acquired a duo measure of 
freedom ; and tho free development of homo affections was thus no 
longer restricted. Thoro was a consciousness of poraonal dignity 
hitherto unknown, and yot quite compatible with social devotion, 
which olovatod individual lifo in all Us aspects. All those qualities 
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society xmdflv all its aspects. By tho timo that its language and 
habits had become sufficiently slablo for tho esthetic spirit to pro- 
duce works of permanent value, Catholic Feudalism was already 
undermined by tho growing force of tho negative movement. The 
beliefs and modes of life offered for idealization were seen to be 
declining : and neither tho poet nor his readers could feel thosa 
deep convictions which the highest purposes of Art require. 

During tho decline of Chivulry, Art received indirectly aiucii teas fa 
an additional impulse from tho movement of social de- mc " jeni t " nes - 
composition which has boon going on rapidly for the last five cen- 
turies. In this movement all mental and social influences gradually 
participated. Negativism, it is true, is not tho proper province of 
Art ; but tho dogmas of Christianity wore so oppressive to it, that 
ft&eftovts to shako off tho yoke wove of great service to the cause of 
general emancipation. Dante's incomparable work is a striking illus- 
tration of tins anomalous combination of two contradictory influences. 
It was a situation unfavourable for art, because every aspect of life 
iraa rapidly changing and losing its character before, there was time- 
to idealize it. Consequently tho poet had to create bis own field 
artificially from ancient history, which supplied him with thosa 
fixed and definite modes of life which lie could not find around 
him. Thus it was that for several centuries tho Classical syateiu 
betamo tho sola source of esthetic culture ; the result being that 
Art lost much of tho originality and popularity which had pre- 
viously belonged to it. That groat in aster- pieces should bavo been 
produced at all under such unfavourable circumstances is the best 
proof of tho spontaneous character of our esthetic faculties. The 
value of tho Classical system has beon for somo time entirely ex- 
hausted; and now that tho negative movement has readied its 
extreme limits, thoro only remained one service (a service of groat 
temporary importance) for Art to render, tho idealization of Doubt 
itsolf. Such a phaso of course admitted of but short duration. 
The best examples of it are tho works of Byron and Gbtho, the- 
principal valuo of which has boon, that they have initiated Protes- 
tant countries into tho unrestricted freedom of thought which 
emanated originally from French philosophy. 
Thus history shows that tho esthetic development of Humanity- 




tlwit out esthetic faculties are on tho dnclino. jS'ot only line Lho 
growth of art proceeded in apito of ovory obstacle, but it has become 
inoro thoroughly incorporated into tlio lifo of ordinary mon. In 
mieicnt times it was cultivated only by a small clans. So little was 
it recognised as a component part of social organisation, Hint it did 
not ovon ontor into mon's imnginiiry visions of a fuUiro existence. 
But in tbo Jliddlo Ages the- simplest winds wore encouraged to 
cultivato tho sonso of beauty as ono ol Iho purest delights of Imman 
lifo; and it was bold out as tbo principal occupation of tbo celestial 
state. l r rom thai timo nil classes of European nocioty havo taken 
an increasing interest in tbcso olovating pleasures, beginning with 
poetry, and tbonco passing to Iho Bpocial arts, especially mnsio, tho 
most social of all. Tbo influence of artists, oven when they hiwl 
no rodl claim to tbo title, lias been on tho increase ; until at last tho 
anarchy of tho present Umo has introduced them to political power, 
for which they nro utterly unqualified. 

All this would scorn to show that tho greatest epoch 
ttviZihocV- of Art has yet to como. In this roajwol, as in ovory 
bo'filvouwUo 1 other, tbo Past lias but anppliod tbo necessary materials 
Tho win bo for future rooonstructioii, What wo havo seen as yet 
pSftnSn'no- fc bxit a BpontftiuiouB Kni\ inrmaUwo prolmlo ; but in Iho 
wor moral <mi- manhood of our moral and mental powers, tho culture 
of Art will proceed on principles as systematic as tlio 
culture of Science and of Industry, both of which at present nro 
similarly devoid of organization. Tho regeneration of society will bo 
incomplete until Art has boon fully incorporated into tho modern 
order, And to this result all ouv antecedents havo been tending. 
To renew the esthetic movement so admirably begun in tho Midcllo 
Ages, but interrupted by classical influences, will form a part of tho 
groat work which Positivism has undertaken, the completion and 
re-establishment of tlio Modiroval structure upon a firmer intellectual 
basis. And when Art is once restored to its proper place, its future' 
progress will bo unchecked, because, as I shall now proceed to show, 
all tho influences of Iho final ordov, spontaneous or systematic, will 
bo in ovory respect favourable to it. if this can bo made clear, tlio 
poetic capabilities of Positive Philosophy will require no further 
proof. 

As being the only rallying point now possible for fixed convic- 
tions, without which lifo can havo no definite or permanent char- 



, or uncial, IH in iiny mio m'lwo pn.iniblc. No umotioiiB aro 
fit subjcoU fur Art unli-wi llu-y uru frit dm-ply, mid unless Ihoy 
como spuiilnnuimHly to all. WIu'ii Huuinly has no marked inlol- 
IccUird or moral fi-utim-, Art, wliu-h in iu mirror, am liuvo nono 
cillit-r. Ami MlllinuKli^liM iwlWii! 1'in'ijUy in eo irinalfl iu us tlmt it 
iiovcr can rimwin iimnlivn, yut Un imltuw IM-COIIU-H in lliis cnso vnfjuo 
nml ohjtictli'M. ( T hi i fact Lliijiiiltmi lhat Vonilivisiu tunniimlctt tlm 
Hovoluliuu ]>y iiiiLiuliiiK Llm iiinvmnciiLnf oi^miic growth is of itsolf 

OllOUnh U> I'ViiVn iU lir'lli'lirinl ilitlurucr; Upmi Alt. 

"Art, imlfuil, *inilil [UiiJit 1-y any iiu'tlinil of rG-orgnnfmtion, 
UN iniUiri'. _ .Mill tlm principlu on wliioli PositiviHin pro- 
Lo n-ciiiiHttuut in jiccnliitrly fnvuurnliln to iu growl)). Tlio 
ami thu \\iw\m of lifo to wludi thuL principle} coudtiota 
Hi'ly llnicn whirli uro ninnt i'nwoilil to osthutio dovolo])inont. 
A inoi'ii uHLlii'tm nyHlmu ciiniiut ho inmKint'd than mio wliich tonches 
tliat J'VliiiH In tin* biinin on wliicli llm unity of luunnti nnturo rests ; 
mid ivliicli JiN.iiffii-'i nt Um ^miid (dycct of imm' oxietonco, nrugwas 
in ovory diivc.litui, luit i-Hpcriatly mural pmyi-uHs. It limy soom 
at llrefc HH if lh linidi'iic.y nf tlm m-w jiliihmopliy \vm inoroly to 
make IIH iiuirti nynlcniiilte. And Hyulniimtbdimi i aanurcdly iudia- 
pGiiBiibluj lint t!u> Huln olijrrtnf it IH to inr.ri'iiKi) our ttyinpntliy nnd 
our ByimrKiii (ii-Uvity hy hiiji|iiyiiig Unit lixity of prineipln -\vlucli 
fllono can lend Lit cHor^itUu jirav.Uct 1 . !My tnuihing tliftt tbo Uighoat 
ImpjtinuBH iw to idd in tlm ImjiplncHH of othova, Voeitlvism invJlos 
(ho pout to hiH iiublrat (undiini, tho uullumoL' generous Hyinpathics, 
ft aulnccl fur iimru poutiu tlinti tlm imntiionn of hutrod and oppression 
wlu'cii hitiiurto luivo Iji-uii IIIB oniiimry thuino. A eystom which 
Kgiivdu midi oiiltum im tlui hi^lumt nlijuot cunnot fail to incovpoiato 
Pwolj'y s wiu of Us twmil fill clt'iiiciitrt, ttud to givo to it <i fr Itighor 
position than it him ever lu'hl liuforo. Huirmco, although it bo tho 
souvco from which tlio J^ouitlvo nj'Bluiu oniftimtoa, will bo rcBtrictcd 
to its propi-i 1 fiiiintinii of mipjilyuig tlm objoc.tivo bunia for Immnn 
provision ; tlnm Hiving to Art nd Industry, which must nlwaya bo 
tho principal ulijttoLit of oiiniUniitloii, Llio ifouiidtiUou thoy rcquii-c. 
I'oaitiviHin, nulMi Luting in ovoi'y nubji-ul Iho relative jiointof viow 
for tho ubaoluUs n^nrtling, that !H, OVITV Riibjocb in itfl relation to 
Humanity, would not pnmnculu tho flUidy at tho Trim beyond what 
IB required foi 1 tho. duvcldpimint of Lho Mood nnd tho Beautiful. 
Beyond this point, wimntiflo oulturo IB a mnlcBH oxpontlitiu-o of 
tlmo, and u dlvuveioii from Iho grunt oml for which Wiiu mid Society 



is t,h\a ivtllttcueii of Uvo Beautiful on Iho Tvmi in the 
highest subjects, those which directly concern Humanity. 
Jlinuto accuracy being hwc more difficult and at llm name time lees 
important, more room is left for esthetic considerations. In repre- 
senting tho great historical typos, for instance, Art has its place as 
well as Science. A society which devoir's nil its powers to malting 
every aspect of lift) as porfrcl us possible, will naturally give 
preference to that kind of intcller.lual culture which is of all otliora 
the best calculated to heighten our ROIIHO of pnrfur.lion. 
pi-nHki.rw.inK '^' f- on ^ filic y 01 " Poflitivifim ID fuvniiv those tho most 

(If energetic of our intellectual fueullion and tho moat 
closely rolatod In ouv moral nature, is nppavont 
throughout its educational system. Tho romlm- will huvo soon in 
tho third chapter that in Positive education more- importance la 
attached to Art than to Science, as tho tnio theory of human 
development requires. Science intervenes only Lu pul into syste- 
matic shapo what Art, operating under tho direct inlluonco of 
affection, has spontaneously begun. As in tho history of mankind 
catholic development preceded scionlUic development, BO it will bo 
with the individual, whoso education on tho Positive method is but 
a reproduction of tho education of tho race. Xho only rational 
principle of our absurd classical system is Us supposed tendency to 
encourage poetical training, Tho futility, however, of lhia profes- 
sion is but too evident : tho usual result of tho system being to 
implant erroneous notions of all tho fino arts, if not utter distaste 
for them. A striking illustration of its worthlossnoss is tho 
idolatry \vilh. which for a wholo cwvUu-y ouv French podants 
regarded Boiloim; a most skilful versifier, but nf all our poets 
perhaps tho least gifted with true poolio fooling. Positivist 
education will effect what classical education has attempted so 
imperfectly. It will familiarise tho humblest working man or 
woman from childhood with all tho beauties of tho best pools ; not 
thoso of his own nation merely, but of all tho \Vost. To secure Ihc 
genuineness and efficiency of esthetic development, attention must 
first bo given to the pools who depict out- own modem society, 
Afterwards, as I have said, tho young Positivist will bo advised to 



intensity. ThiiH tho cunlomplulum and meditation suggested by 
Ait, besides Iht'ir own iiilrimio charm, will prepare tlio way for 
the exorcise nt Hiwllnr faculties in Science. Vor with tlio indivi- 
dual, ns witli thn wpmuH, Lho combination of images will assist the 
combination of m$m : digim in thoir origin being iinngca which 
have lost tlioii 1 viyiilnow. An tho Hphnro of Art includes every 
subject of human mini-cut:, wo Hlmll bocomo familiarised, during tho 
ostliotic period of ntluraLiuii, witli tho principal conceptions tlmt are 
afterwards ID 1"> brought Imfurn UH nynt(>miitically in tho scientific 
period. Kspfltimlly will thin l>o true of historical studios. By tho 
time that tlio pupil milnrn npoii Ihmn, lio will bo already familiar 
with pootic (liiHnripUnnH of tlio various social phnsos, and of tho mon 
who played a lending part in tlunn. 

And if Art in (if tmoh imporUinco in Lho education no i atlon of 
ol Lho younn, it is w> It^a iiupovUni in ilio aftorwork Art to iicii- 
of odncationj Uio wurk of recalling mon or clauses of 8 ' "' 

to IhoRfl hi^h fiu'liiiRfl aiul principlos which, in tho daily 
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business of lif", urn HH apt to bo forgotlon. In tlm solonnn'tieB, 
privnto or ]iul)lic, uppnintud for UIIH purpose, Positivism will roly 
fat woro u impvuRBumn RiwU m ptiolvy can iuepive, Uitm on 
aciontific oxplmmtiniiR. Indnnd tho propondomnco of Art over 
Scionco will bo nlill giviUnv limn in education properly BO called, 
Tho scientific ImniH of liuniim conduct having boon already laid 
down, it will not b miciwfliiry lo ito inoro than refer to it. Tho 
philoaopliio ])rioflthoo(l. will in this caao bo loss oconniod with now 
conceptions, than with tlio enforcement of truth already known, 
which donmndH onthntii! mthor than noionLiflo talent. 

A vague proflontinioiit of tho iirojHU 1 function of Art in regulating 
public fofltivalH wiw nhown ompiricully by tho Revolutionists. 
But all thoir ntlompla in thin direction proved notorious failures ; a 
signal proof that jiolitimmiB fllunild not usurp tho odlco of spiritual 
guides. Tho Initiation of a festival is lo give public oxprosaiou to 
deep and gomiinn fouling ; flpontnnoouenoeo thoroforo ia its first 
condition. IFoncio it in a matter with which political rulers aro 
incompetent lo dciil ; and nven tho spiritual power should only act 
na tho syslomutio organ of impulsou wiich already exist. Since the 
tloolino of CnUiolicimu wn havo had no festivals worthy of the 
nimioj nor can wo lnvvo them until Positivism has bocomo 
generally accepted. All thai governments could do at present is to 
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exhibit unmeaning and undignified fihows boforo discordant crowds, 
who are themselves the only spectacle worth bohoUHug. Indeed 
tlio usurpation of Una function by govonunoiiL is iu tunny casos an 
tyrannical ns it is ivn\l,ional ; ftvbilvnvy formulas avo ofton imposed, 
wliich answer to no pre-existing fouling whatever, Evidently the 
direction of festivals is a function which moro Umn nny other 
belongs oxoHisivoly to Iho spiritiml powoi-, mnco it is tlio spiritual 
power which regulates tlio tendencies of wliicli those festivals IUQ 
tho miwttcslftlion. Hora ita work is essentially catholic. A foa- 
tivnl ovon in private, and still moro in public lift), is or should bo a 
work of art; its purpose being Lo express certain fool ings by voice 
or gesture, and to idealise Lliom. It is tlio most esthetic of all 
functions, since it involves usually a complulo combination oE tlio 
four special arts, under tho prcsidonco of tlio primary art, Poetry, 
On tins ground governments have in most cased buon willing to 
waivo their official authority in Una mailer, ami lo bo largely gtiidod 
liy artistic counsel, accepting oven tlio advico of painlory and 
sculptors in tho default of pools of real merit. 

Tho cslhotio tendencies of Positivism, with regard to institutions 
of tliis land, are sufficiently evident in Iho worship of "Wbmirn, 
spoken of in tho preceding chapter, and in the worship of Hu- 
manity, o which I sliall apeak moro particularly afluvwimla. Pvom 
those, indeed, most Positivist festivals, privuto or public, will 
originate. But this subject bus boon already broached, and will ho 
discussed in tlio next chapter with as much detail na tho limits of 
this introductory work allow. 

While tho social value of Art is thus enhanced by tho import- 
ance of the work assigned to it, now and oxtansivo fields for its 
operation avo opened out by Positivism. Chief amongst those is 
History, rcgavdod us ft continuous whole; ft domain at present 
almost untouched. 

idoaiiution Modern poets, finding Httlo to inspire them in Ihoir 
of historical own times, and driven back into ancient Ufa by tho 
ypOB ' classical system, havo already idealised aorao of tho 

past phases of Humanity. Our groat CouioUlo, for, instance, is 
principally remembered for tho series of dmnms in wliich ho hae BO 
admirably depicted various periods of Roiunn history. In our own 
times where tho historical spirit has bocomo stronger, novelists, like 
Scott and Manzoni, havo made similar though less perfect attempts 
to idcali?.o later periods. Such examples, howovor, arc but spon- 
taneous and imperfect indications of tho now field wliich Positivism 
now offers to tho aitist; a flold which extends over tho whole 
togiou of tho Post o-ud ovon o Uvo ITulun). Until this vast duinaux 
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liacl boon concuivoil of na n whoto by tho philoaophor, it would liavo 
Ijccn imp.sniblo lo briiitf it within tho compass of poetry. Now 
theological nud innlupliytuuil philuftuphora woro provontcd by tho 
abaohito spirit of llii'ir ilorlrhu'H from understand ing history in all 
iU pliMCH, anil wiirn lulally iiu'.apablo of idcali/.ing thoin as they 
doset'voil. Pnsilivmm, on tho contrary, is nlwoys relative; and its 
principal fwilnru in a llu-ury of Imtory which onablea us to appre- 
ciate and liccmno familiar with nvuvy inodo in which luunnii society 
]mn formal ilMclf. N trinccm MmmlhniHt can understand and 
represent with uiirnonH llm lifo of PolylhmsU or I'olidn'aU. But 
tlio PoBilivim pnot, nrmiHlnmcd lo look npon all past historical 
sLngon in their proper liliiiUon, will ho ablo HO thoroughly to identify 
himaolf with nil, aa Lo invnkim onr Hympathios for them, and rovivo 
Itio Imcra whii'.h ciu'.h iiulividnal may rucoKniso ot corresponding 
plinaiia in hiH own liwlory. Tlum wo whall be ablo thoroughly to 
outer into llm CHlhnlic. bnaiity of Iho 1'agan creeds of Greece and 
lionif, witln'iil nny of tlin mirnphm which Christiana could not but 
fool whiiii unK'W'd on Lhii Hiuim mihjoct. In tho Art of tho Kuluivi 
all pliuatvj of [tin l'ant will 1m rocallml to lifo with Iho sixmo distinct- 
ness with which, Hiiino ot Ilium Imvo boun nln-nily idealized by 
Homer and (Inrimilliv Ami Lho vuluo of thia now sourco of 
inapiratiun in llm Ki'i'ati-i' that, lib Iho sumo thno that it ia boing 
OHonml out In thn urtinl, llm ]mblic in boing imipavcd lor ilfl onjoy- 
inoiit. An linonl nxliiiUHllims HcrioH of beautiful creations in opic 
or clrinnalio iirl* may 1"* prodncnl, which, by rondcring it more easy 
locoinpruhoiul and lo glorify tho 1'imt in all itn plmma, will form 
nu oBficiiliul clt'iniinf, on tho 01111 hand, of pur educational system, 
and on thu otlmr, nt llm wnwliip nf UuinaiiiLy. 

LiiHlly, nut only will Lbn liultl for Art bueuino wider, Art n]iiii-os 
bnlila OI^HUH will ho limn of a higher stamp. Tho ituJjjTS 
pvoflont wyHtt-'in, in whioli tho iirU nro oultivaLod by mtio si.odi.1 
epoeial cluiwi'H, nnmt bn uUilirtjiml, as firing wholly nliim " 8ltuo u "' 
to- tlmt flynlhotio Hpii'it which ahvuyn clinmctcriaus tho highest 
poetic goniuH, 

Itetil lalunl for Art cannot [nil In lio enllud muMjy tho oducaLioml 
ayatom of L'twilivimn, wliinli, tlmngh intendud for Lho working 
olnasca, ia uqually itppliiuililu to nil oLliorB. AVo can only idcaliza 
and portray whut IIHH Imcoino lamiliiu town; uunuctpicntly \vx\xy 
lian ixlwayH imUid iqiim soino nyHlpni of Iwliof, capable of giving n 
flxotl direction In our tlioiujhlH und feolinga. Tho Hrcnlosl poets, 
from Homor to Cmnoillo, liuvu iilwiiys vmrtioipnlcd Iwgoly in U\o 
boat education of whiuli tlmir timoa admitted. Tho artist jnust 
Imvo oleav ooncuiiliuiiH bofovo \wn\i\ exhibit truo pictuios. 

15 



Cflll UO CailCU SO, LUIIblKlW HlCltJijr ill i^uibi I nini^ mu iiuvnu un UA.- 

prcsaion, and IB equally injurious to their intellect and their limit 
Incompatible with deep convictinn of any kind, while giving 
jiiccliunicnl skill in tho technical dopnrtmcnt of Art, it impahs tlio 
Mr inoro important faculty of idealimlion. Honco it is Hint we ate 
t present so dcplovubly ovcv-stoekcd with vcmMymkovaftud Htcvitvy 
juon, who aro wholly devoid of. mil poetic fouling, nnd arc Tit for 
nothing but to disturb society by their reckless ambition. Aa for 
tho four special nrls, tho training fur them ftt present givon, being 
still jnoro tcclinicnl, is ovmi more hurtful in every waned to tho 
student whoso education dooa not oxtond beyond it. On ovcty 
ground, then, artists of whatever kind should bi-gin their cnrcor 
with thoflanio cducution n the rtwt of society. Tho nocoHfiiLy for 
such nn cducntion in the cnso of women hoa hcpn olrcndy rocog- 
nisod ; and it is certainly not loss desirable for uvtiats and pocte. 

Indeed, so csthctiu is the spirit of PuRtUvo oducatiou, that nn 
special U'tvining fov Atl will bo needed, except thai whkli in givon 
spontaneously by practice. Xlioro is no other profession which 
requires so little direct instruction ; tho tondency of it in Art being 
l,o destroy originality, and to stillo llto firo ol Ronius with tcuhnicM 
erudition. Even for tho special arts no profossionnl education ia 
needed. These, like industrial arts, fihould bo acquired by careful 
practice under tho guidance of good masters. Tho notorious failure 
of public institutions established for tho purpose- of forming 
musicians and painters, makes it unnecessary to dwell further upon 
this point. Not to speak of their injurious effects upon character, 
they arc a positive impediment to true genius. 1'oots and artists, 
then, require no education beyond that which is given to tho public, 
whoso thoughts and emotions it is their office to represent. Its 
want of speciality makes it all tho more fit to develop and bring 
forward real talent. It will strengthen Uio lovo of nil Uio (mo fti'ts 
simultaneously; fov tho connection between them is so intimate, 
that those who make it a boast that their talent is for ono of them 
exclusively will bo strongly suspected of having no real vocation for 
any. All tho greatest masters, modem no loss than ancient, hovo 
shown this universality of taste. Its absence in tho present day is bub 
a fresh proof that esthetic genius docs not and cannot exist in times 
like these, whoii Art has no social purpose and rests on no philo- 
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anirit into K>'ii ( "'ul ''dnnd'nm, would HUppi-ow all special oiw widi 
schools of Art mi llu- Mr.mml Unit limy impcdo its truo ffiiSn^n 
orowtli, mid fimpty pr<ini"lti I ho nur.rrns of inndiocri- ba wro|irib- 
tjoa. When l.liw prim-Spin IH cnrriM nut to its full O>Kfi!: 
lonffllii wo nlwll IK* I'liwr Imvo any uppcial clafw of llo (l - 
drlislH. Thn miltum f Ait, i-H^cinlly of poclry, will bo ft spon- 
taneous mUiliwt tit Llm fiinc.UoiiH ot Llio Llirco clnsaos which 
coiiHtituti) tlin iiinrnl puwnr of mainly. 

UmliT LlifHiiiU'.y, Lin* Hyulctii liy which llio ovolulion of human 
society wu iiiiiUKiimli'il, Ihn Hpi'iniluUvn olaoK (ibsorhoil nil functions 
except UitwH ii'luliiiK I" Llm liiiitnnim liiiRinnwnf life. Ko tlislino- 
[ion won nniiln ImUvi-on citlmtic. und Hciontiflo t-ftlont. Tlich- 
6iinmliiiH luiik plum nlltu'wiiriln : mill Llumgh it wna indisponaablo 
lo the full iliwckipnii'Ul of liolh, ynt it forum no part of tho 
jiormniiciit nlf)i' (f mitiinly, in wliiuli tliu only woll-nmrkoil division 
is limb Imlwci'it 'Dii'itry mnl l^nicl'mo. UlUimiloly nil Lhcorotio 
fnouUicfl will Itti ii^nin cmuliiiuid iivnu lumo cloaoly tlmn in prhmtivc- 
tintoa, So IOUK HH Limy urn ilinpiirHwl, Uioir full mfluonco on 
^radical litu caniitiL Itn vnOixcd. t)nly il wns nocc-smivy thai Ihoy 
should roniniu dinprwil unlil cnch cuiiHtituont, olomont hail nttainod 
a fliilTiciont df'K" 1 " "f fl'wnlnpnipnl. Kor Ihie prclhiiinavy growth 
tlio long poriod of tinio lliul lmn olapBocl ninco Uto tlocHno oj 
IhoocrAcy AVflH iHinpHHiiry. Art dulncliod itsolt from tho theoretical 
system boftini Hcinicn, hnwiunn itfi jn'o^ropa WHS inoro mpicl, ond 
from lie imluro il wiw niitm hulnprntlpnl. Tliojinoalliooi'l liad lost 
iu hold of Arl., UH fur biuOc iw Llw timo of Tlomor: but it etill 
continued lo 1m Urn dopoflilnry of ncionco, until it waa anpovscdod 
at first by phUoHOphorn Hlrmlly (i cullod, atlonvnrds by inallioma- 
Ucinns find atUronojUHfl. Ho il wns that Art Oral, find eubaoquontly 
Soionoo, yioklotl to thn Bpncmlls-.iiiK "ytoin whicli, though normal 
lor IiiduBlry, i iu l)ic-ir CHHO olmormnl. It allmuUled Mio growth 
of our npDculutlvo fnimlllm tit llio Uinn of Iholr oacnpu from the yolco 
if thooonicy ; l>ut nnw Unit Llio nouil for it no longer oxiata, it IB 

fho piincipal olmtudln lo Dm llnal order, lowartla wliioli all ttiolr 
twrtifd dovnlopnionlH Inivu lmn Luiullng. To rocoiiibino 1 these 
fiftdclftl olomcnla on mw pvinclplua in at present llio primary condi- 

tion of Hocial ropotioration. 
looking nt llio two oaaonUal functions of tho 0pirlt\ial : powor, 
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education and counsel, it is not difficult to Beo that what tlioy 
require is a combination ol p<wUe feeling \vilh sciunLifii; insight. 
\Vo look for a measure of both thosu qualities in tlio public; there- 
fore men who aro devoid of either of them cannot bo lit to bo iu 
spiritual guides. That they lake tho nanm of philosophers in 
preference to that of pools, is because their ordinary duties are more 
connected with Science than with Art; but they ought to bo 
equally interested in both. Science requires systematic teaching, 
whereas Art is cultivated spontaneously, with tho exception of tlio 
technical branches of the special arts. It must bo remembered that 
the highest esthetic functions am not such as can bo performed 
continuously. It is only works of raro excellence which aro in tho 
highest sense useful: these, once produced, supply an unfailing 
source of idealization and expression for our emotions, whether in 
public or in private. It is enough, if tho intcrpruter of these works 
and his audience- havo been so educated ns to npprednln what is 
perfect, and reject mediocrity. Organs of unusual power will arieo 
occasionally, as in former times, from all sections of society, when- 
ever the need of representing now emotions may bo felt. J!ut they 
will como more frequently from tho philosophic class, in whoso 
character, when it is fully developed, Sympathy will bo as promi- 
nent a feature as System. 

identity of Thoro is, in truth, no organic distinction between 
floiwuino "go- scientific and poetic genius. Tho di fun-unco lies merely 
ulna. in thoir combinations of thought, which aro concrete 

and ideal in tho one ease, abstract and real in tho other, Uoth 
employ analysis at starting ; both alike aim ultimately at synthesis. 
Tho erroneous belief in thoir incompatibility proceeds merely from 
tho absolute spirit of metaphysical philosophy, which BO often leada 
us to mistake a transitory phase for tho permanent order. If it is 
tho fact, as appears, that they havo novoi 1 been actually combiuod 
in tho samo person, it is merely because tho two functions cannot 
bo called into action at tho same moment. A elato of society Hint 
calls for great philosophical efforts cannot be favourable to poetry, 
because it involves anew elaboration of (list principles; audit is 
essential to Art that these should have been already fixed. Tins ia 
the roflaon why m history wo find periods of esthetic growth 
succeeding periods of great philosophical change, but novor co- 
existing. If wo look at instances of great minds who wore novor 
able to find thoir proper sphere, wo sco at onco that had they risen 
at some other time, they might havo cultivated either poetry or 
philosopliy, as tho case might bo, with equal success. Pidorot 
would no douht liavo toon a great pool in a Umo more favourable 
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to art; ami Citolhn, un<li>v tlifTovont political influences, might have 
Icon an rniimml pliilnnnplmv. All wjionliflc discoverers in whom 
tlio imltidivo fiittiilty him hrim mum nr.tivo than Iho deductive, havo 
givon ininiilcHt proof ( pimtio capacity. Whether tlio powers of 
invention lak mi nlmtrnct nr n concrolo direction, whether they aro 
employed in ilium vrriiitf Iruth nr in idealizing it, tlio corobml func- 
tion is nlwayn oBwiitiiilly Urn HIIIIIO. Tlm ilinVenco is merely in tlio 
objects uinuiil at; and im tin-no alternate according to tlia oircnm- 
Bhtiioe'ofUifiUinf', Ibcy rntniDl'liiiLli )i pumunl flimitlUmoouftly. Tho 
romnrlcnlily Hynlliclir cluiraclcrof IluUiiii'R gfanw may bo looked on 
historically iia an iiinliiur ot fimiuii of tho scionLific and osthotio 
spirit. IliiJtHiic.t w BVOM n nnim Hlvilciu^ iiiHtnnco of a mind equally 
capable of tlin ilci-pi'Ht pliiltd|iliy uinl f tiio nublimnst pofttry, had 
tho oivfiiiinnUiwrt uf liin lifn i^ivim hinin more tloflnHo iinpuleo in 
oilhor dircfitiiin. 

It in Llii'ii not iiiii'caHoinililf. tn nxpcr.t, notwitliBlancling tlio 
opinion iiHiially nnvinliiitii'.il, tlmt the pliilfmophical claoa will furnish 
pootaof llm luKlii"t runic wlinn thu thud calls for thorn. To pass 
from Hcionlilln l.hcnij.!ht to i-Hllmtin thiniglit will not bo difficult for 
miiuls nf Uni Iii/flii'Hl. (inli'r; for in mu;h inlnds tlioro is nhvaya n 
natural iiicliimlimi tuwnnlH tlinwnHt which iHinosturgontly required 
by tlinir UK". Tn iiu'ul llm Ificliiiicul coinlitinnfl of tlio nvts of sound 
and form, it will 1m iici:i>nHvy In provide a few opocial masters, 
who, in uouniilnmlmn nf tlm iiriijui-taiir-o of LJuiir aoi'Vicoa to general 
education, will lie Innknl npnii im iicncHHOi-y members of the now 
spiritual pnwiii 1 . Hut nvmt liiro Mm tendency to R])Gcialitio3 will bo 
inatorially nmtrir.liitl. Tliin oxc'iptiniiul ponition will only bo givon 
to moil of Biillli'ii'iil 1'nUn'tw powm- tn npprcuialo all tho fliiourUj 
And tliey nhonltl 1m cnpublo of jinic tiding at lonet tlio throo arts 
of form FumnltuwonHly, OK was anuu by lUlian pointers in tho 
sixteenth century. 

AH an ordinary rule, it in njily l>y thoir appreciation and power of 
explaining idi-iil Art in nil iU fofins that our philosophers will ex- 
hibit llioir (wthntiu fnc.ully. Tiny will not bo actively engaged in 
esthetic firn(.i'iiiH, ff.vccpi in Urn nfmrtKemoiit o! public fosUvals. 
But when th t'.iniuniHtiiniii'H nf tlio tinui arc such as to call for gront 
opio or dmmatio wnrltH, whicli implies tlio ahaonco of any philoso- 
phlcnl quuHtlon of tlio liml imporLanco, tho most powerful minds 
among tlioin will lioi-nnm pootu in tlio common aonsp of t!io word. 
AeUiownrknf Co unliunllim mnl that of Idoalimtion will for tho 



futiiro ftllcrnuln with Krcnior ntpiility, wo might conceive them, wore 
man's lifu Inn^nr, ]>rriiriiiitl hy tlm tmmo or^wi. 'liut tho shortness 
of life, and ilia nnnuwHity nf youthful vigour for all groat under- 
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takings, excludes Una hypothesis. I only mention it to illustrate 
the radical identity o two forms of mental activity vvhioh i\vo ollon 
supposed incompatible. 

women's Au additional proof of Iho esthetic capacity of tlio 
. pooii-y. moderating power in works of IGSH difliculty, but ad- 

mitting of greater frequency, will bo furnished by iu fi-mimno 
cloniont. In the special arts, or at least, in lliu aria of form, 1ml 
little can bo oxpcctod of them, because those demand more technical 
knowledge, than they can well acquire, and, moreover, tlio slow pro- 
ccss of training would spoil the spontaneoimncsa which JH n admir- 
able in thorn. But for all poolic composition which dors not 
require intonso or prolonged effort, women of guiiius are bolter 
qualifiud than men. 'J'liis Ihoy should omisiiluv m Uuiir proper 
dopurtmont intolloctually, fiinco llu-ir nature is not well adapted 
for the discovery of scientific truth. "When wumtm luive bucoiuo 
more systematically associated with tlio general movement oi' antioty 
under the influence of tlio now uyslum of education, llit-.y will do 
much to elevate that class of poetry which rolalca to pemnial feol- 
ings ond to domestic lifo. Women mo already boltur jiulgos of 
BucU poetry than wn ; and thoro is no reason why thoy uluiuld not 
excel them in composing it. .For Ihe power of ii|)preeiutiii^ and 
that of producing arc in reality identical j llio iliirorencn in in degree 
only, and it depends grcally upon culture. The only kind of com- 
position which seems Lo mo Lo bo boyond their powerti is upio or 
dramatic poetry in which public lifo is depicted. Hut in all its 
other branches, poetry would soom their natural field of atttdy ; 
and one which, regarded always as an exceptional occupation, is 
quite in keeping with the social duties assigned to them. The 
affections of our homo life cannot bo bettor portrayed than by Ihoao 
in whom thoy are found in thoir purest form, and who, without 
training, comlriuo talent ami expvcsRum with tlio tendency to 
idoalim Under a more perfect organization, then, of tlio catholic 
world than prevails at ptcseut, the larger portion of poetical and 
perhaps also of musical productions, will pass into the hands of the 
more loving sex. The advantage o! this will bo thai, Iho poetry o 
private life will then rise to that high standard of moral purity of! 
which it so peculiarly admits, but which our courser BOX can novor 
attain without struggles which injure its spontaneity. Tlio simple 
grace of Lafontaine and the delicate sweetness of .Volrnrch will then 
bo found united with deeper find purer sympathies, so us to ruiuo 
lyrical poetry to a degree of perfection that has never yet been 
attained. 
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Tho popular clement of the spiritual power has not i'<pu>'s 

well marked an aptitude for art, since the active pootry ' 
S *^ture of their occupations hardly admits of tho same degree of 
'.* tollcctufll life. But them is a minor class of poems, whore onei^y 
* f character and freedom from worldly cares are tho chief sources 
f inspiration, for which working men aro better adapted than 
^Lornen, and far more so than philosophers. "Whim Vositivist edu- 
Ljtionhas extended autficiwitly to tho People of tho West, pools 
jitl musicians will spontaneously arise, as in many cases they have 
already risen, to givo expression to its own special aspirations. 
Tjitfc independently of what may bo duo to individual efforts, the 
-people as a whole has an indirect but most important influence 
u pon the Progress of Art, from tho fact of being the principal 
g oUT Q of language. 

Such, then, is tho position which Art will finally assume in tho 
positive system. Thoro will be no class at at present, exclusively 
devoted to it, with tho oxcoption of u few special masters. But 
there will bo a oncral education, enabling every class to appreciate 
all the modes of idealization, and encouraging their culture among the 
three elements which constitute tho moral force of society and which 
aro excluded from political government. Among these there will 
too ft division of esthetic labour. .Poetry descriptive of public life 
will emanate from tho philosophic class. Tho poetry of personal or 
clomostio Hie will bo written by women or working men, according 
a^ affection or energy may bo tho source of inspiration. Thus the 
form of mental activity moat appropriate to Humanity will bo mom 
specially developed among those classes in which the various features 
of our nature are most prominently exhibited. The only classes who 
cannot participate in this pleasant task aro those whose life is occu- 
pied by considerations of powor or wealth, and whoso enjoyment 
of Art, though heightened by the education which they in common 
with others will receive, must remain essentially passive. Our 
idealizing powers will henceforth bo directly concentrated on 
a work of tho highest social importance, tho purification of our 
moral naturo. Tho sociality by which so much of tho natural 
ctinrm of Art was lost will coaso, and tho moral dangers of a life 
exclusively devoted to tho faculty of expression, will exist no 
longer, 

1 havo now shown the position which Art will 
Occupy in tho social system aa finally constituted. I 
liavo yet to speak of its influence in tho actual move- 
ment of regeneration which Positivism is inaugurating. 
tUreadysocn that each of tho throe classes who participate in this 
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movement, assumes functions similar to those for winch it is ulti- 
mately destinad ; per forming tliom in a more stromioua, though Icea 
methodic way. This is obviously truo of tho philosophic class who 
head, the movement; nor is it loss truo of Uio proletariate, from 
whom it derives its vigour, or o women, whoso support, gives it a 
moral Banction, It is, therefore, at first sight probably that the 
samo will hold good of tho esthetic conditions which nvo necessary 
to tho completeness of those three functions of tho social organism. 
On closer examination wo shall find Unit thin in the case. 
couaivweiion Tho principal function of Art is to construct typos on 
of normal ty- ^ 10 k ftB j 3 furnished by Science. Wow this is precisely 

lies on tlio . . , . i' 11 i , 

Uaisfm-nishcii what is required for inaugurating the now KOCIIU system. 
i)y\.ijUo-.opiiy. ] OWOV ov porluctly Ha ih'st \rt-mcipliwnmy lio olnbomtcil 
by thinltois, they will atill bo not sunieiontly itofiniU for tho prac- 
tical result. Systematic study of tho 1'ast can only rovoal tho Future 
in general outline. Even in tho simpler sciences perfect distinctness 
is impossible without ovoretopping the limits of acUml proof. Still 
uioro, thoroforo, in Sociology will tho conclusions of Science fall 
always far short of Unit degree of precision and cloaniuset, without 
which no principle can bo thoroughly popularised. ]!ut at tho 
pomV \vhovo Philosophy inuad nhvaya kavo n, void, 1'otitvy ultipa in 
and stimulates to practical action. In tlio early periods of Poly- 
theism, Pootry repaired tho doCocts of tho system viewed dogma- 
tically. Ila value will lw ovon grcnlor in idealizing a syslom founded, 
not upon imagination, but ujion ohsovvation of fact. In tho next 
chapter I shall dwell at greater length on tho sorvico which Pootry 
will rondor in representing tho central conception of Positivism. It 
will bo easy to apply tho same principle to olliur cases. 

ruaiiron of * u n * 8 ollbrts to accoinplinh this object, the Poaitiviat 
tiio i-'iuui-o of poot will naturally bn led to form ])ropholic pictures of 

ft "' tho rogonuratiun of Man, viewed in every aspect that 

admits of boing ideally ToprosciUod. And tin's ia tho second ser- 
vice which Art will render to tho caueo of social renovation ; or 
rather it is an extension of the first. Systematic formation 
of Utopias will in fact become habitual; on tho distinct under- 
standing that, as in every other branch of art, tho ideal shall bo 
kept in subordination to the real. Tho unlimited license which is 
apparently given to Utopias by tho unsettled character of tho time 
is in reality a bar to their practical influence, since ovon tho wildest 
dreamers shrink from extravagance, that ovoi'stopa Uio ovdmavy con- 
ditions of mental sanity. But when it is once understood that the 
sphoro of Imagination is simply that of explaining and giving life 
to tho conclusions ol Reason, the severest Hunkers will welcome its 



\vmcn, nil" 1 1 <'u'i ni.i I..,I, H ,I,.I [iimi-iiMi-*, win jirovo oi iiiftifiriiu 
eorvico in leading U"' I"" 1 '!'! 11 "f ^'" Went towards Uio normal slnto. 
Encli of llm live. imnU'H of Art may piU'ticipalo in this fmlutavy 
iuflucncn; rnrh in ilc "wn way may Kivn n furuliuila of llm homily 
and fjrcnlnww <>f flm imw lifn Llinl in now nfim'cd to llic imliviilunl, 
to Uio family, iiml In n''h'ly. 

From llii" minimi nmiln in wlni-h All uBinU Uio w] ' l : [ ml , vil( ' tl ' 
groat work "f riToiiHlnii'lioii wn JUIIH naturally tn a ' I0 llft * 
third, whirli t til" prcHi-nl liinn in <tf oijintl imjmrlmiuo. To 
KIHOVO ihn npi'11 ninl'r \\-\\\t-\\ tlin Wnnli-ni naUmiH nro Hlill 
to llio ^'utufit liy tlui ilcniycrl rniim of |,lm I'aHl-, nil tlmt IB 
ialo liriK UICHU ruin" inln intiiipurifi-iii witli llm proplmtic pinLnroa 

of which w Imvti 1 n HprakinK- Hiurn llio ili'duio of CaUioMcidin 

in Oio luurlci'iilli rmVuvy, Art lia tixliiniltii) u t-.riliral npiiU nliou Lo 
its trim nature, which in (wmnlmlly nynLlutlitt, Uniiccfoi'th it ia to 
bocoiislruiilivii niUii'r Minn crilini) ; ypL Ihm wnnl mcunipntiblo 
witli tlio Hrcnndiiry uliji'iif. of (''ihli>iuling a^ninnL opinirniH, ami alill 
moro iiKftinul innili-H tif lit* 1 , wliirlt ou^lil, In liavo i\\c\\ nni with Uio 
Cfltliolii 1 . Byli'in, r wil-li tin* rcvululinnary period wludi follnwod 
it. llut ri'MiHtiiiii'.n |ji tiuiim uf llin iinmt (ti-iiply-HKiLwl oirorfl of tlio 
1'iwt will not inli-rfi'Vii willi lint \n\-^i\v purpowo nf 1'oHiLiviHt Art, 
Ko (lircdr.rilicimn will 1m WTi\nl. Vln-Uicv nj^inwt, LUi\ 0^0! 
or ngniimL nuitujihyHioal dolman, arpmrnt i Jioncdfoiili nnodloss, 
ovon in a philowi iliioiil livuliKo, much iimrn RO in poetry. All llmt 
Ja ncctluil if nini]i ii coutraul, which in inonl pfiscn would ho impliotl 
Tftthor than oxim-mul, of [\w ]ivtn'nlmo of I'omUvwH niul CnthoH- 
ciain in it'fi'ivni'd In hiinihir nonial und inornl prnhlonifl. Th wiiontl- 
fio boaie of Hiich u cnntrnHt, iw already furiiiflhiiil ; it i for Art to do 
tlio real, !(' Ihd appctil nlunihl hn to l-'feling mthcr tluiu to 
Reason. At, \\w dm* uf 1.1 HI \M(. nlmptnv \ ]\iwilituun\ Win ^v\i\cv\>al 
onso in which lliin rnnipiirimui would Inivn htu-n of now ice, Iho 
inlroduction, inininly, of I'imitivimu In Llio two HmU-hnrn nnlioua. 
Itww tlio tank Unit 1 Imd marked nut fur niymimtly fdhiw-worltor, 
for it is ono in vrliirli \\w tutUinUo POWHW ot womon wouW 1 pocu- 
llarly nvniliihlo, 

In tliiH, Uio Lliinl nf iU tftinporary fiiTWlinna, PomLiviBt Art 
anpvoxinmlca to iU miriniil clmniclnr. Wo liavo fmokon of iU 
tiaal\7Allon ot Urn Vuluvo, \m(- \v*n it. will ulci\li-/.o llw PrtKtalso, 
PoalUvlim caiuiut la- accepted until it IIIIH rnmlorod Iho fullnat mitl 
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most scrupulous justice to Catholicism. Our poole, so far from 
detracting from tho inoml and political worth of Urn moditoval 
system, will begin l)y doing nil tlio honouv to it tlmt is consistent, 
with philosophical truth, as a proludo to the still higher hcciuty of tho 
system which supersedes it. It will bo tho inauguration of their 
permanent office of restoring tho Past to Jifo. For it is equally in 
tho interest of systematic thought and of social sympathy that tho 
relation of tho Past to the Futuro should bo deeply impressed upon 
all. 

Hut tlioso thrco stops towards tlio incorporation of Art into tho 
final order, though not foi 1 distant, cannot bo taken immediately. 
Thoy presuppose n dogrco of iiilellw.Uial pvopnvalitm vhiuU is not 
yot rcncliod either by tho public ov by its catholic teachers. Tlio 
present generation undor winch, in Frntico, tho groat revolution is 
now peacefully entering upon its second phfwo, may difl'imo Poai- 
tivisiu largely, not nioroly amongnt qualiliod thinkers, hut innoug 
tho people of Paris, who are onlrustud with tho destinies of Western 
Europe, and among women of nohlor nature. Tho noxt generation, 
growing up in tho midst of this movement, may, before the expira- 
tion of a century from the date of tho Convention, complete 
spontaneously tho moral and mental inauguration of tho now 
system, by exhibiting thti now esthetic features which Humanity in 
her regenerate condition will assume. 

Lot us now sum up tho conclusions of this ehuptor. Wo havo 
found Positive Philosophy peculiarly favourable to tho continuous 
development of all tho lino arts. A docLrino which encourages 
Humanity to strive- for perfection of every kind, cannot but foster 
and assimilate that form of mental activity by which wir SOUHH of 
perfection is so highly stimulated. It controls tho Ideal, indeml, 
by systematic study of the Kcal; but only in order to furnish it 
with an objective basis, and so to secure its coherence and its moral 
value. Placed on tins footing, our esthetic faculties nro bettor 
adapted than the scientific, both to tho naturo and range of our 
understanding, and also to that which is tho object of nil intellec- 
tual effort, tho organization of human unity. For they are more 
immediately connected with Fooling, on wluoh tho unity of our 
naturo must rest. Noxt to direct culture of tlio heart, it is in ideal 
Avt that \vo shall Hud tho boat, asaiaLnuco \u out offovU to bucouio 
more loving and more noblo. 

Logically, Art should havo a sahitnvy influence- upon our intellec- 
tual faculties, because it familiarises us from childhood with tho 
features by which all constructive efforts of man fihmiUl ho charac- 
terised. Science has for a long time preferred tho analytic method, 
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us to build willi un-nlrr rllri-.l thun i-vur 141011 Iho moio stubborn 
Mil of reality. 

On nil tht-.w Kminiilrt Ail, in thn .1'omlivo nynU>ni, in mnclo 11 10 
primary him nf K"iu i ml i-ilni-aliim. In u HiibHcipunit sta^o educa- 
tion ossuimi-H u ni'U'u nr-.ti'iililir. i-iuiiMi'Iiir, with thn objiH of supplying 
systematic intlioiiH uf Urn rxlumul worhl. JJuL in ftftm 1 lil'o Art 
reatiHit'. 1 ) ilfi in-iHiniil |tnnili(t)i. Tlii-rn Din onliiwry faiwlimw of tita 
spirituiil jiiiwiM 1 will hn (!nllmliti rallicf limn nciunlilii!. Tito Ihvco 
oloniotils of wliirb tltn uniilifyinH JIDWIT in composuil will bccoino 
aiiontniir'.iniHly tlm nrf(aim nf iilmii/nUnn, n function wliiclt will 
honcofurLli juivor lm iliHMiit-inLi-il fruni tbu puwcr of philu&ophio 
syiitlwsw. 

Suuli u cnniliinrilinn hn]ilii>n Unit tlm now j)liiloHO[)lioni Ftbull Imvo 
n Iruo fi'ilin^ fur nil Mm linn ml* In onlinnvy Liums imfiuivo 
fipprucmlion nf Ibnni will Hulllcn ; bill llicvu will occiiaionnlly bo 
porioilH wbrni pliiliimipliin I'll'iit ci'iincH ID bo nnd'URnry, niul which 
cnll mUioi 1 fur llm vi^nur uf tlm pnnt ; unit itt tlu'nn times liio inoro 
powovful niiinln iunnii|.[ lln>iu Mlioiihl bu cupitblo ol' rising to tho 
loftiuat oi'oiitivn I'll'iirlH. I'illiiMill UK thn cmuliUon nmy bo, it is 
csaontiftl to Mm full ili'Ki'i'n nf iimml inllui'm-ii ul wbicli tboir oIHco 
admits nud whiuh tbi-ir wni-k rni|nium. Tlm \mrnl, of Kuniunity 
will not huvu iiUniiniil IIIH full ini>iixiu-(i of Hiipi'niin'l.y ovoi- tho priest 
of God, until, with Mm inU'lt'-ct nf thu l.'hiIi)HO[ihor, lio combines 
tlis otilliUHii^in nf tlm I 'mil, im woll mi tho tondonioHS of "\Vomnii, 
find tho Vuiinly 
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i luon > i fl our Fiuciplo " t Ottlrir OHV basis j and 
iiioi-o- progress our end. Such, an Llio preceding chapters 
t4iod. j myo gl , owlli ; 3 UIQ Cf ,. s cntial clmnictor of Urn system of 
lifo which Positivism effort for Llio definite acceptance of noddy ; a 
system which regulates Iho wholo course of our private and public 
existence, by bringing Feeling, Unison, and AcliviLy into pm-man- 
onl Imrmony. In tins fiiml flynthoHia, all essential conditions avo 
far more perfectly fulfilled thun in any other. Each special 
clement of our nature in nioro fully developed, and at the saino Liino 
llio gonoml working of Urn wlmlo ia inoro cnhoront. Oi-culor 
distinctness is givon to Mm truth Hint Iho afTt'ctivo olnmont pre- 
dominates in our natnro. Lifo in all its actions ami thoughts is 
brought under tho control and inspiring charm of Social Hym- 
pnUiy. 

]ly tho supremacy of tho Heart, tho Intellect, RO far from boing 
crushed, is olovatod ; for all its powers nro coniiccrateil to tho 
sm'vico of tho social instincts, with tho purposo of fltrong (honing 
their inflnonco and directing thoir cmiploymont. By accepting its 
subordination to Keeling, 'Jicason ndds to its own authority. To it 
wo look for tho revelation of tho laws of nature, of tho established 
Order which dictates tlie inevitable conditions of human lil'o. Tho 
objective basis time discovered for human effort reacts most bono- 
licially on our moral nature. .Forced as wo nro to accept it, it 
controls tho fickleness to which our affections tiro liable, and nets ns 
n direct stimulus to social sympathy. Concentrated on no high an 
office, tho intellect will ho preserved from useless digression; and 
will yol find a boundless Hold lor its opcralkoiH in Uus study ol all 
tho natural laws by winch human dcatiirius avo alToclcd, and 
especially those- which relate to tho coimtiUition. of man or of 
society. Tho fact thot every subject is to bo regarded from tho 
sociological point of view, so far from discouraging ovou the moat 
abstract order of speculations, odds to thoir logical coherence- as well 
as to thoir moral value, by introducing tho central principle round 
which alone- they can ho co-ordinated into a wholo. 



lions Hcii'iililln inviMl fail inn m nnvHsiuy. Hut thin hani.s imco 
obUinwl. llin n.iiHlittitinii nf our mind ie fur hotter adapted to 
utliuliti tlinii tn wtuiiitilii! Htndy, |miviilutl nhvnya thnt imngiimlion 
novel dwn'K'iril tlm Inttlis of Hun-tini, ami dcgi'iiumto into uxtvava- 
gunco. Huliji'iit In thin cniiditinii, J'lmiUvimn givo.i (ivory <mcoumgc- 
mont to I'Htlii'liu HlmlicM, IM-WK iw thuy nvn mi ulimnly relutnd to ita 
guiding priii'iil'l" nixl I" il I'mdiuul niin, to Lnvn ntunnly, niul to 
I'roKri'sa. Ait will cnlrr lni>(('ly inln tlm Huoiul lifii of the Inituro, 
and will Im rcKunlml IIM tlm \\\<ml pli-iiBurul)ln und inont salutary 
uxorcwo of DHL- itilrllrcLiml puxvorri, licnuicn it kiuln thoiii in tlio 
moat divuct nutiiiua' tit lliu nulliitu imd iiiipruvornoiit of our moral 
nnluio. 

Orij;iiiiiliiiH in Mm liivit iiisUnwi fntiu iiruclicnl lifn, Vositiviem 
will roluni lliiLlitT witli itn-ci-JiHnl fnici 1 , nu\v llmt its long poriod of 
soiontidr. pi'u|i.iiiilinu in amiiiijilinlii'd, nnd tlmt it IHW occupied tho 
floltl df iiuu-id Lrutli, wliirh lii'in'.nFi.rtli willliii iU principal domnin. 
lU imnniplt^ n( rt.Yi^l^i'liyi w f'W fvoin ivlusui^ owv uiVorls, -will 
atimululo nil niir fm-uHii-H In itnivi'mul iiclivity liy urging thorn 
omviinlu towmlM pi-rfi'i-.tiitn nf t-vi-i-y Itiiul. Scimttilio Htmly of tho 
imUu'iil Orilcr i iiii'.uliinli'd wilnly with tlm vinw of dinscliiiK all thfl 
forcos of M'liu mill nf Sn.'i.-l.y In iU iinpixiviiiuriit liy nvLillciid offort. 
JlilhorLo thin aim linn Imhlly lii't'U n'i;unii:d, cvuu wiLli rcynrd to 
tho niiitorinl wnrM, mid 1ml- u vmy muiill pvupiH-tuni of our energies 
luifl boon spnnl upim it. Yul tlm niiu i hiKli, l'oviilod nhi'nys tlmt 
tho vio\v iiiknii nf liunmii IIHIKIIIHH oxlinid lioyond its lowov nnd 
moro nuituriiil Hla^cH. Uur lln'nrulicnl ptiwiu om:o concontratod on 
Ihomoml pmlili-niH wliii-U fm-iu Un-ii 1 pnndpal flohl, out practbil 
Qitcr^irJi will mil full Lu tnlin tlm nniim dintrlion, iluvoUti^ tlmniHulvoa 
to thai pui'tiou nf tlm nutuiiil Order which is moat iinpcrftml, and 
at tho BUI no limn mnnl )nut)ilhtlih\ \Viih UICHU Inrgur und moro 
Byalomatio vtuwii nf liuntiin lifn, !U lmt ollbftfi will bo given to tho 
im|)i'ovomoiit ul! llm iniin^and utill iimvo to tho improvement of tjio 
olmrnotov and to tlm timri'ium n[ iill'cuUun niul courngo. Publio and 
jttlvnto litu im> imw \ivi)it^il. into vlw rolUum by Mie ubuUty oi 
thoiv prlncipiil nitn, wliioli, lining ki'pt coiiRlnutly in night, onnobloa 
ovory actiini in Icith. I'motir-al i|iiontu)im luust ovor oonlinuo to 
propondorato, an linfm-o, nvi-i' (tuiiHlioim uf theory ; but Lbia oondi- 
llon, BO far from ln-in^ mlvcmn to H|iuouluLivo powor, conconlrnlos 
it upon tho niuuL dillluult uf all probluins, tho discovery of moral 
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uiul social laws, ouv knowledge of which will novor lio fully ade- 
quate lo our practical rcqtiimiuiMilf). MonUil and praclical activity 
of this kind can never niBuH in hardness of fcrliiu?. On the 
contrary, it impresses us inovo strongly with llio conviction that 
Sympathy is not merely o\iv helical happing, b\\t Uio moat 
eH'ecliml of all our means of improvement ; and that without it, nil 
other moans can bo of littlo nvil. 

Thus it is that in tho Positive system, tho Heart, tho Tutollcot, 
and tho Chnrnotor mutually strengthen and develop one another, 
"because each in systematically directed to tho inodo of notion for 
which it ia by nature adapted. Public and private life avn hrought 
into a lav move havmommift relation, than in any Coriuuv Uu\c, 
hcciuiso tho purpose to which both nvo consecrated is identical ; tho 
difference being merely iu tlm rango of their activities. The aim 
in both ia to secure, to tho utmost ponaihlo extent, the victory 
of Social feeling over SolMovo; and to Una aim all our powora, 
whclhor of affection, thought, or action, avo in both unceasingly 
directed. 

This, thon, is tho shape iu which the great human prohlom tamos 
definitely before UH. .Us solution donuuulH all llio appliances of 
Social Art. Tho primary principle on which tho nolution rests, is 
the separation of the two elementary powora of flocmly ; tho moral 
power of counsel, and Iho political power ol cnmrnantl. Tho 
necessary propondoranco of tho latter, which rests upon material 
force, corresponds to tho fact that in our imperfect nature, whoio 
tlio coarser wants aro tho most pressing and tho most continuoiiBly 
felt, (ho selfish instincts avo naturally stronger than tho unselfish, 
In the absence of nil compulsory authority, our action oven as 
individuals would bo feeble and purposeless, and social life still 
move cwUinly would losci its chavn&tev and its onovgy. Movnl IOYCO, 
tlici'oforo, by which is meant tho force of conviction and persua- 
sion, ia to bo regarded simply as a modifying inlluonco, not as a 
moans of authoritative direction. 

Moral force originates iu Feeling and in Eoason. It represents 
tho social side of our nature, and to this its direct influence ie 
limited. Indeed by tho very fact that it is tho expression of our 
highest attributes, it is precluded from that practical ascimdcmcy 
which is possessed by faculties of a lower but more energetic land. 
Inferior to material force in power, though superior to it in dignity, 
it contrasts and opposes its own classification of men according to 
tho standard ol moral and intellectual worth, to tho clnpfri filiation 
by wealth and worldly position which nctaially prevails. True, tho 
higher standard will never bo adopted practloally, but tho effort to 
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it will ii'iir.l Iii'in-Hiiiidly on (]m iniLural order of docinly. U 
will inspire th<m<> Iniwr vinwn, mid rniiiimulu Hint ficimi of ' duty, 
which uru no npt t" Iff"!"" "I'lilomlnl In the ordinary current of 
lifo. f n . 

The mimm of i-iVHmH Ihw impininitl Tomrtt, Iho nocd ol which 
is so gniiRrully Ml, will nnl 1m wauling, whon tlio moderating 
jiower enlm-H upon lit I'linnu-li'rwlif! fuin-tiou of preparing us for 
practical lifn \y n nifinnnl nyHlm of ciUinilinii, tln-ouKhoul which, 
ovon in ilH inlflli'i'liml flrimvlnii-tit, moral roimiili-vulions will 
|)rod(iininiil. Tliin pnwi-r will llii-n-fnra ctmcuitnito ilmOf upon 
thwrctlcnl mid ninial iiiU'Hlinim; mid it can only jiminUiin its 
position 8 the vni-.^nixi-d i>i^:in D wncinl Rympntliy, hy invfivinblo 
dUUnonco fi"i'i pt>Iiliml IH-UIUI .It will ho iln fivat duty to 
contoiid iiKiiiiiflt tli" iiiiiliilimiH liinLinnU i>f iln own iinnnhurfl. Truo, 
suoli iimliuotH, in Hpil' 1 "f Hi" iwpurily of Uiriv aourcp, nmy bo of 
iiBointlmwi natUH'H \vliunvu n-nlly tli-itini'd for tho iiulia])ons[iblo 
UwiniMH of ^ivniiiini'iil. lltil fur u Hpiriliml powor foiuml runim- 
cinLion uf wcullli iiinl rmik in ut Lhn very root of ita influence; it is 
llio first ol tho I'nii'SiliniiH wlurli .i*-Ufy it. in imslinK thi\ oncroncli- 
inuiiU) to M'liii;li pnlifinil |iD\vi-r in idwnys IcmpLcil. llonco tho 
clnWK) In whtwc iiiiLinal nyni|iiiLliit'n it lnu|{fl for mippovt tiro those 
wlio, liko iU'-lf, urn i-xrludud fnmi politinil fnlinlnialruLioji. 

\Voniun, frnJn llii'ir HlmnKly hyinpdthcUo luiturn, nro tho 
origitiftl nmuru uf nil iinuiil inlliuniru ; ami they urn peculiarly 
qualified hy tlm pnwtiivti I'liiirm'.tnr of tlii'iv lito to OHsiet tho action 
of Lhi) apiviluitl I)H\VI<V ii\ Vli^ fniuily. .In iUcwwiUnV EuncUon of 
(jdiicftlii)U, lln'ir ni-opi'iiilioii in uf thn lii^lH-Ht iuipovlimco. Tho 
oiluculion of yitutiK I'liildn-n in (iiilrufit,('d to thoir nolo chnrgoj and 
tho uihicalion of IIIMIV ndviinntil yriirn niinnly conaiste in giving a 
more syfllonuiUi 1 ulitipn U> wliut tlm niothor liiifi alrondy inculcntod in 
childhood, A u wife, loo, \Vtuuan anamncs nlill moro distinctly 
Iho spirilnnl function uf cmiimrl ; nhn mifloiifl by poinunaion whom 
tho p\ioopln>v VM\ only iuUtH\co hy vonvittUoii, In aocinl 
iiicotuige, aniu, tho only mode nf publiu Iif in which women can 
mfticipuLd, tliuy IIHHIHI, tho Hjiirilual ]iowor in tho formation of 
Public Opinion, of wliicli it iw Lhn y Hematics (trgtui, by applying 
tlio prinoipliw wliich it iuuuh.'al.i'H to Llio t-aao of pnrticnlnv actions 
orporaoiiR. In all thcmi jnnlicm thoir inlluonco will bo fur moro 
offaotunJ, whun ni'-n linvn doim tlmir duty (o womon by sotting 
Uwmtrdofraw Utft nwwwiiy o gnining Uicic own UvoHhood; nnd 
whon women on llmir uidn hnvo roiuinntii'd both powor and wealth, 
aa we HOG B<J oftuii t-xoinplillcd iimong tho working olnaaoe. 
XhoafUnlly of Ilia 1'ouplu with tho philusopliio powor is loss 
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diroct and less pure; but it will pvovo a vigorous ally in meeting 
tho obstacles which tho temporal power will iiuwHnbly oppose. 
Xho working classes having but liUln Kparo lime and small indivi. 
dual inlhionco, ciinuoL, cixccpl on rum occasion**, participate in OIQ 
practical administration of gove-rmmmt, flincn all ulfiiiiciiL govern, 
mcnt involves concentration of power. 'Mi mil force, on tlio 
eontniry, created as it is by free convurgmico of opinion, admits of, 
ami indeed rcipiivos, tho widest ramilicalion. Working inon, 
owing to tlioir froi'dum from practical m*poiwibililii'.8 and their 
unconcern for personal aggmmlisomont, am luillm- disposed thnn 
their employers to broad viowa nud to generous nynipalbios, ami 
will therefore naturally associate themselves with tho spiritual 
power. It is they who will furniah tho ItiWH of a tnio public 
opinion, so soon ns they nro cimlifod by .I'oaitivu uducuiion, wliidi 
is apociully frntned with a viow to tfuiir cano, to givu froalcv 
dcfinitoncsa to tlioir nspimtions. Thoii wanlfl and tlioir sympathies 
will ftliko induce them lo support tlio philosophic priesthood us llio 
systomntic guardian of limit' interests ngfiiimt tho Hovnrning classes. 
In I'oturn for such protection thoy will bring tho wholo wolght of 
their inlhionco to assist tho pviu:dliood in iln ^ri'iit social mission, 
the finbordination of Politics to Morals, hi ihoso rxcoplional caeca 
whore it becomes necessary for tho mnilumling pnwor to assumo 
political functions, tho popular olomont will of Unclf Hiill'ico for tlio 
oinorgenoy, thus oxompting tho philosophic uloinunl from ]mvtici- 
pating in an anomaly from which ils cliurnclov could hardly fail to 
suitor, as would bo tho caso also in a still higher degree with tlio 
feminine diameter. 

Tho direct influence of Kcasan ovoi 1 our imjiovfcct nature is so 
foeblo that tho now priesthood could not of itsolt onsuvo auoh ros- 
pi-ct for its theories ns would bring thorn to any practical result. 
lint tho sympathies of women and of tho people operating as thoy 
will in overy town and in every family, will bo sullleiont to ensure its 
efficacy in organizing that legitimate degree of moral pressure 
which tho poor may bring to boar upon tho rich. Moron vor, wo 
may look, as ono of tho results of our common system of education, 
for additional aid in tho ranks of tho governing clasfma themselves j 
for some of their noblest members will vohmlocv their assistance to 
tho spiritual power, forming, so to speak, a now ordov of chivalry. 
And yet, with all this, comprohonsivo as our organization of moral 
forco may bo, eo great is tho iniiato strength of tho ealtMi instinoU, 
that our success in solving the great human problem will always fall 
short of what wo might legitimately dcsriro. To this conclusion wo 
must come, in whatever way wo rogavd tho destiny of Man ; but it 
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should only encourage us Lo combino our efforts still more strongly 
in owlor lw )imo)iuml.t> Uio owlur of Naliu-o in its most important, 
that is, in iU nnu-ul aspects, these being at onco the most modifiable 
and tho luont impurfuct. 

1'iio highest progress of man and of society consists in gradual 
incrouso of our inuatory over fill our defects, especially tho defects 
of our niorul niituro. Among tho nations of antiquity tlio progress 
in this direction was but small ; nil tliat they conlil do wns to pre- 
pare tho way for it by certain necessary phases of intellectual and 
social dovulojinunit. Tho whole tondoney of Greek find Roman 
aocioty was such us mudti it impossible to form a distinct conception 
of tho grout problem of inu 1 moral niituro. In fact, Morals wore with 
tJioui JHVftriitbly HiiboRliwilo to Politics. Jfovcrtliole-ss, it is moral 
progress which alono can satisfy out natm-oj and in the Middle 
Agon it wan recognised an tlio highest aim of hunifiit ofibrt, not- 
withstanding that Us intollo.ctnal and social conditions were as yet 
vory i in perfectly milmed. Tlio creeds of tho Middle Ages were too 
unreal and imperfect, tho character of aocioty was too military and 
aristocratic, to allow Morals and Politics to assume purnianunlly 
thoir right ruhiLion. 'J'ho attempt waa made, howovor ; and, inade- 
quato aa it wixflj it WOH enough to allow tho poojjlo of the West to 
apprei'.iato tho fundnniontal principle involved in it, a principle dos- 
liimd to snrvivo tho opinions and tho habits of life from which it 
nruso, Jin /till woiglit could novel 1 bo folt until tlio Positive spirit 
hud extended beyond the elementary subjects to which it had been 
so long Hiibjoctcd, to the sphere of social truth ; and had thus 
reached the- position at which a comploto synthesis became possible. 
Equally essential wna it that in those countries which had boon 
incorporated into tho "Western Empire, and had passed from it into 
Catholic Feudalism, war should be doilnitoly eupci'sedcd by indus- 
trial activity. In the long period of transition which ban elapsed 
sinco tho Middle Ages, both thcso conditions have been fulfilled, 
while at tho namo timo tho old aystom has been gradually decom- 
posed. 'Finally tho great crisis of tho Involution has stimulated 
nil advanced mjndw to reconsider, with bettor intellectual and social 
principles, tho samo problem that Christianity and Chivalry Jiad 
attempted. Tho radical solution of it was then begun, and it is 
now completed and cmmcifticd in n Hyaionmlio foi-Jii liy PoaiUvism. 

All OBflontial plmaos in tlio evolution of society IIunmltUyto 
anawov to eorrosnonding phases in the growth of tho n amiw^to 
individual, whothor it has proceeded spontaneously or ^ ro c c t O t "S 
under systematic guidance, unpposing always that his JMW oonvcr- 
dovelopimjnt bo comploto. ]Jut it is not enough to 
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Llio synthcsiH of Theology, notwithstanding its superiority in tho 
rciility nnd stability of its component parts, nnd in their homogcne- ' 
iV nnd colwvencc (is a \vkolo. Thovo tdioxdd bo a, central point in 



Llio system, towards which Fooling, Kciwnii, nnd Activity alike 
converge. Tho proof that Positivism POSHUSKUH such a contwl point 
will roniovo tlio last obstacle to its complete acceptance, us the 
guide of private or of public life. 

Sucli n centre we iind in tho ^vm\t concoction oC K\ui\i\iLy, to- 
wards whioh ovory aspoot of roaiUvisn) naturally convoiges. 
]!y it tho conception of (lod will 1m imliroly ftuporsodcd, and a syn- 
tlicsis bo fonnod, moro complete nnd permnmmt than tlmt proviaion- 
ally (jstabliahcd by tho old religions. ThroKh iL the now doctrine 
becomes at onco accessible lo men's lic-iuts in UB full oxlonl and 
application. Ju-oin their heat Is it will punolrato their minds, and 
thus the immediate- necessity of beginning wiLh u long and diHieult 
coin-so of study in avoided, though this mnt uf uourso bo always 
indispensable to its systematic tuuclmiu 

This central point of Positivism is oven more moral than intol- 
luctuaLin. character; it mprosonts tho principle of Lovo upon which 
tho whole aystorn rests. It is tho peculiar characteristic of the 
Groat Being who is horo sot forth, to bo compounded of separable 
elements, Its existence depends therefore entirely upon mutual 
Love knitting together its various, parts, Tho calculations of self- 
interest can never bo substituted as a combining inlluonco for the 
sympathetic instincts. 

Yet tho. belief in Humanity, while stimulating Sympathy, at the 
anmo time enlarges the scope and vigour of tiio Intellect. For it 
requires high powers of goncraU/Mion to conceive clearly of tine 
vast organism, as tho result of spontaneous co-operation, abstraction 
made o! all partial antagonisms. Kciiaon, then, lias its part in this 
central dogma as well as Love. It enlarges and completes our con- 
ception of tiifl Supvome Being, by revealing to us ti\o external and 
internal conditions of its existence. 

Lastly, our active powers are fitimulatcd by it no lose than our 
feelings and our reason. For since Humanity, is so far moro com- 
plex than any other organism, it will react, more strongly and more 
contmuonsly on Us environment, submitting to its inlluonco imd BO 



of J'omtivism, UB Biuijf'iaivo principle-, itti objective dogma, and its 
practical objot, <m united. Towards Humanity, who is for us tlie 
only trim Grant lining, \vo, tho conscious elements of whom she ig 
composed, nimll hiwci'f'Ji'lli direct, ovovy aspect of our life, individ- 
ual 01- collective. Our thoughts will ho devoted lo tlio kuowlcdgo 
of Humanity, mil- afli-etintiH to her love, our actions to hor service. 
PonilivielH Mum inuy, moro truly limn theological believers of 
whatever cro.od, regard lifo a a continuous and earnest act of wor- 
ship; worohip which will olnvnln and purify our fooling^ i-nlnr^o 
nnd PiiHghton our LhoiitfhtH, unnobloand invigomto o\ir nctions. H 
8iij)plie8 a dinr.t Bolutioii, wo far us a solution is possible, ol' tho 
yrcal piohlciu of Uu> Miildlo Agon, tho auboi'dinntiou of Politics to 
Morals. I'V)] 1 Uiifl fylJoH's ftt 01100 from tho aOJieoci'/itioii now givon 
lo tho princijilo Umt social Hymjiathy should jn'opond crate over 



1'hus .Positivimii bocoums, in tho truo sonso of tho word, i\ Reli- 
gion ; the only religion which is rctil and complete j destined 
llumjforo to ri>pliu;c all ini]ioi-Tc!i;t and provieionnl ayatoms resting 
on the jiviinitivo Ijiisis of i.lniolngy. 

l ? or oven thu syntlioaih osUblinhcd 1>y tho old theocracies of Egypt 
and India was iimulllcicnt, because, boiiig based on purely subjective 
jH'inoiplos, it could novov omhraco practical Hfo, whicli must always be 
Huboi'dinuliid Lo fchoobjoctivn realities of thooxtevnal world. Theo- 
cracy was Ihun limiLwl at tbo outset to tho sphere of thoufflit and 
of feoling; and nnvfc even of this Hold was soon lost wit on Art 
bocarno ciniviicip/ilfd from tJiooornticfll control, showing ft spontan- 
eous tondoncy to il natural vocation of idealizing real life. Of 
scioiico nnd of morality tlto priests wore still left solo ai biters; 
but horc, too, their influence materially diminished so soon as the 
discovery of tho simpler abstract truths of Positive scioneu gave 
birth lo Greek Philosophy. Philosophy, though as yet necessarily 
restricted to tho metaphysical stage, yet already stood forward as tho 
rival of tho sacerdotal system, Ila attempts to construct were in 
themselves fruitless; but they overthrew Polytheism, and ultimately 
transformed' it into Monotheism. In this tho last phase, of theo- 
logy, tho intellectual authority of tho priests was undermined no leas' 
deeply then' tho principle of their doctrine. They lost their hold 
upon Science, aa Jong ago they had lost their hold upon Art. All 
Hint remained to thorn M-ns tho moral guidance of society ; and oven 
this was soon compromised by tho progress of free thought; 
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metaphysics ami with theology. 11 was late in appcar- 
in ff because it i-oquiroil u long series of preliminary 
efforts : bul as it aupi'oaoliocl completion, it gradually 
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brought Uio L'o^itivo spirit to beur upon llto orgam- 
numiiy. /alion of prnrlicnl life, from which IlinL spirit had 

originally emanated. lint thoroughly to oflcct tliia romiH was 
impossible until Uio sciouco of Sociology lnid bonn formed ; and 
tins was dono by my discovery of lliu Jaw of liiatorinul dovclopmonl. 
Tlonccforlh all true mon of Rtionco will riao to llie liiylior dignity 
of pliiloeopliurs, ami by so doing will necessarily assumo Bomotlung 
of tho saconlotnl clmractor, bcciiusu the linal result to wlncli Ihoh- 
rcscavchos toiul is Uio subordination of ovory Hiibjuct of thought 
to the moral principle; a result wliicb loads us at once to the 
acceptance of a complete iiml hotnogoncoim Hynthnsia Thus tho 
philoHopliers of the fuliim liccomo priests of llumiinity, ami thoir 
moral and intellectual influunco will bo far wider and more deeply 
rooted than that of any former priesthood. The primary condition 
of their spiritual authority is exclusion from nolitical power, as a 
guarantee that theory and practice shall bo systematically kept 
apart. A system in which tho organs of counsel and those of 
command are never identical cannot possibly degenerate into any 
of tho evils of ihcocvaoy. 

By entirely renouncing wealth and worldly position, and that 
not as individuals merely, but us a body, tho priests of Humanity 
will occupy n position oi' niipni-nllofwl dignity. .For with llioir 
moral influence they will combine what since tho downfall of tho 
old theocracies him always boon separated from it, Uio influence of 
superiority in art and science. Reason, Imagination, and fooling 
will bo broxight into unison : and so united will react strongly 
on tho imperious condition* of practical life; bringing it into 
closer accordance with the laws o[ universal morality, from which 
ib is so prone to deviate. And the influence of Linn now modifying 
power will bo the greater that Uio synthesis on which it rests will 
have preceded and prepared tho way fov tho social system of tho 
future; whereas theology could not arrive at its central principle, 
until tho time of its decline was approaching. All functions, then, 
that oo-oporato in the elevation of man will bo regenerated by tho 
Positive priesthood. Science, Pootvy, Morality, will bo devoted to- 



importance, IIH uio noiu means through winch we conio to know the 
nature nl (toiiditiotis of tliis groat ttm'ng, tlio worship of whom 
should lio Um distinctive feature of our whole life. For this all- 
important kiiowlotljfn, the study of Sociology would sown to suffice : 
but Sociology itself depends upon preliminary study, firat of the 
oulor world, in which the actions of Humanity take place; nnd 
secondly, of Hun, tin; individual agent, 

The object of Positivist worship is not like that of theological 
lioliovore, an absolute, isolutt'd, incuwprohonsiblo Jtewg, whose 
existence ndinits of no demonstration, or comparison with anything 
roal t> Tlio evidence of the Hoing hero sot forward is spontaneous, 
nnd is shrouded in no mystery, licforo wo can praiso, love, and 
florvo Humanity an wo ought, wo must know something of the 
)nw which govt'Mi lior o.xistonco, nil oxistojico jnoro complicated 
than any otlior of which wo nro cogni/,nnt. 

Ami by virtun of this complexity, llumnnity possesses einticni A- 
tho attriljuU'H of vilulity in a higher dein'oc than any f^* f n. 
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otnor orgnnixnUou ; Unit is to aay, there 19 at once more 
iiiUinfUn harmony of t)io cuinponcnt elements, and more complete 
subordination to the i-xtorntil world. Inimonoo as is tho magnitutlo 
of tin's organism measured both in Time and Space, yet each of its 
parts co ix- fully examined will show the general consensus of the 
whole. At tlio panic time it is moro dependent than any other upon 
tlio comliUoiifl of the outor world; in other words, upon tho sum of 
the laws that rogulalo inferior phenomena, Lilco other vital organ- 
isms, it RulnmLs to mathematical, astronomical, physical, chemical, 
and biological conditions ; and, in addition to thcso, is subject to 
special lawn of Sociology with which lower organisms avo not 
oonconmd. 3iut as a further result of its higher complexity it 
reacts upon tho world more powerfully ; and is indeed in a true 
eoiieo its chief. Scientifically defined, then, it is truly tho Supremo 
Being : tlio Being who manifests to the fullest extent all the 
highest attributes of life. 

ilut thoro is yuL another feature peculiar to Humanity, and one 
of primary importance. That fonUuo is, that tho elements of which 
alio is composed imt nhvaye Jinvo nn independent existence. In 
other organisms tho parts have no existence when severed from the 
whole ; but tine, tho greatest of all organisms, is niado up of lives 
which can really bo separated. Thoro is, as wo have soon, harmony 




Supremo JJciug ie, Hko tho old, merely a subjective result of our 
powers of abstraction. Its existence is lovotilcil to m, on tlio 
contrary, Ijy close investigation of objective fuel. Man i mined, as 
an individual, cannot properly bo said to exist, except in ULO 
exaggerated abstractions of modern metaphysicians. .Existence in 
tho true sonso can only bo predicated of lIunmniLy; although tho 
complexity of lioi 1 nature prevented men from funning a systematic 
concoplimi of it, until tho necessary Blagca of Bciontillo initiation 
liiid been passed. Soaring thia conclusion iu mind, wo shall bo able 
now lo distinguish in Humanity two distinct order* nf functions: 
tlioso by which aho acts upon tho world, and those- which bind 
together her component parts, llninanity cannot lioraoli' act 
otliorwiso than by hor separable mom bow ; but tho otticicncy of 
thcso meinbms dopcudu uoon their working in eo-o no ration, wholUov 
inslinoLivuly or with design. Wo iind, thon, oxLnrnnl functions 
relating principally to tho material oxistoncu of this organism ; and 
Internal functions by which its move-able elements are oombincd. 
Tliis distinction is but an application of tho groat theory, duo to 
Biclmt's genius, of tho distinction between tho lit'o of nutrition and 
tho Hfo of relation whioh \vo Ihul in U\o iniUvulual organism. 
Philosophically it is tho source from which wo derive the groat 
social principle of separation of spiritual from temporal powor. 
The temporal power governs ; it originates in tho personal instincts, 
and it stimulates activity. On, it depends social Order. The 
spiritunl power can only moderate ; it is tho exponent of our social 
instincts, and it promotes co-operation, which IB tho gunvuntoo of 
Progress. Of those functions of Humanity tho first eorrcwpomls to 
the function of nutrition, tho second to that of iimorviilum in the 
individual organism. 

nyimmtcoi Having now viewed ouv subjoot statically, wo may 
asjujoH. C0|)i(j to -^ t ]_y nftm j ca t aspect; rosovvjng moro detailed 
discussion for tho third volume of this treatise, which deals with 
my fundamental theory of human development. Tho Groat Jluing 
whom wo worship is not immutable any more than it is absolute. 
Its nature is relative ; and, aa such, is eminently capable of growth. 
In a word it is tho moat vital of all living beings luiown to us. It 



nioro Hiummu uuji:cL ui ujuiumpiauon man ttic soJoinn inaction ot 
tlio old Supromo lining, whoso oxislcnco was passive except when 
interrupted by nets of arbitrary ami iinintolligiblo volition. Thus 
it ia only by Ponilive science tlmt wo cnn appreciate tins highest of 
all destines to which all Iho falnlitios of individual life nro subor- 
dinate. It IH with this na with subjects of minor importance : 
systematic fltiuly ot the Past ia necessary in order to determine- tho 
]'iituvo, and HO explain tlio tendencies of tlio Present. Lot us tlicji 
pasa from Urn conception of Humanity as fully developed, to the 
Imtury of JIM viso niul progrcsa ; i\ history in which all otlior modes 
of progress aro iiiohuU'tl. In anoiont, times tlio conception was in- 
compatible) with the theological spirit and also with, the military 
ohnmcter of sm'wty, which involved tho slavory of the productive 
olfi89c3. 'L'lm fiinlinK f Vutriotiain, rostriotod as it was at first, wna 
tho only pruludo then poflaiblo to tlio recognition of Humanity. 
From tliiH iwrrow nationality thcro aroso in tho Middle Agos tho 
fooling uf uuivorsal brotliorhuod, an soon tia military life hud entered 
on ilw ilcfi'Jtaivo i&asc, mid nil supernatural crewls liad spontaneously 
mergrd into a inouotliuiatic form common to the wholo West. Tim 
growth of Ohivah-y, and tho attempt nmdo to clTcct a permanent 
separation of thu two social powers, announced already tho subordi- 
nation of 1'oliticn to Munils, and Urns showed that tho conception 
of Humanity ira.s in diruot coiirsn of prcjirfllion. ]Jut tlio unreal 
and anti-fiocial iwtimi of the mudicoval creed, and tho military and 
aristocratic charactor of feudal society, irmdo it impossible- to go 
very far in Una direction. The abolition of personal slavery was 
tho most esaontial result of this important period. Society could 
now fiflffiimo its mdHslrwlcJinwiclor ; and feelings of fraternity wcro 
oncoumgud by modes of lifn in which all classes alike participated. 
Meanwhile, tho growth of the Positive spirit was proceeding, and 
preparing tho way for tlm establishment of Social Science, by which 
ulono all other Positive studies could bo systematized. This being 
done, tlio conception of tlio Groat Jlcing bocnto jjossiblc. It iras 
with referencu to subjects of a speculative mid scientific ntituro tlmt 
tlio conception lirst aroso in a distinct shape. As early as two 
centuries ago, Pascal Bpoko of tho human race as one Man.* 



* Tiiiito lit (itillo iliw luimrncH, ] 
coimnu UK ininio l.niiiuio ql "L 
tcinaiiuH, IVrl 1-. Avi. 1. 
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conception oi luunanu-y us m !>< J'" >* "" nyiifiuiait) wug 
impossible until Dm crisis of the J'Vonch ItnvitluLitm. Tlmt crisis 
on the oao hand proved Dio urgent noccmily for sueial rogmioration, 
and on tlio ollior gave birth lo tho only philosophy capable of 
effecting it. Tims our consciousness of tlio now (Jmit lieing linn 
Advanced co-oxloiwivcly with Us growth. Ouv present conception 
of it is as much tlio mensui'0 of our social progress as it is tho 
Rinmimry of Positive knowledge. 

in,omu. I" 1WW" H 5V h (li ?" 1 ?- a r ri ? C ? 'i h U TT 
or#uiio nci- rated by tins lofty (ipiilicutmn of it, J. do not refer 

bi- c< ti'o'' V "S solol y to t- 110 apocinl scioiico of Social phonoinoim, but 
nootimi wiiii n ] 80 ^ (,| 10 prolimiimry Btutlics of .Ljfo and of tho In- 
aeionco OM'I'IV organic AVorld, both of which form an ossmilinl portion 
mnnity. o PosUivo doftlvmo. A Bocuil luisftion of high impor- 

tance will bo recognised in tlio most Glomnnlnry soivnctis, whether 
it he for tho sake of their niothod or for tlm vnhio of tlioir ecinutific 
results. True, tho religion of llumnmly will Iwxil Lo tho on tiro 
abolition of scioiitific Academics, because tlu'ir lundoncy, nspociitlly 
in Franco, is equally hurtful to science and morality. They 
encourage mathematicians to eonlino thi-ir attmiUnn exclusively to 
the first step in tho scientific scale; und Ijiolo^ista to pursue their 
aUidics without jmy solid biv&ia or dofnulo purjHwti. Hpwial sUuliog 
carried on without regard for the encyclopedic principles wliidh 
dolcimino the relative viduo of knowledge, mitl it Ijwiring on human 
life, will lie condemned by all men of. right i'nuling nnd good nonsc. 
Sucli men will fowl tho necessity of resisting tho morbid niirrowiioas 
of mind and heart to which tho anarchy of our timoft inevitably 
leads. Hut, tho abolition of tlio Academic cyatttn will only ensure 
a larger measure of rospuct for all scientific ix'fiourchos of real value, 
on \vhatovov subject. Tho study ot Matlwmntiw, Uvo vnU\o of 
which is at present negatived by its hardening tendency , will now 
manifest its latent moral efficacy, as tlio only sure basis for firm 
conviction ; n state of mind that can never bo perfectly attained in 
more complex subjects. of thought, oxcopt by those who liavo 
experienced it in tho simpler subjects. When the close connection 
of all scientific knowledge becomes more genera! ty admitted, 
Humanity will reject political teachers who are ignorant of 
Geometry, as well fls geometricians who ncgloot So&iology. Biology 
meanwhile will lose its dangerous materialism, and will receive all 



Biology without rcgum to tho social purpose winch Biology is 
intended to fi(>rvo. Hcionco 1ms now become indispensable to the 
establishment of moral truth, and at the same timo its subordi nation 
to tho inspirations of tlio Imart is fully recognised ; thus it lakes its 
placo honco fur ward among tho moat essential functions of tho 
priesthood of JhimanRy. TJm supremacy of into Fooling -will 
strengthen KeaHon, and will rccf-ivo in turn from Reason n syste- 
matic Bunction. Natural philosophy, bcmidos its evident value in 
regulating Urn spontaneous action of Humanity, lias a direct 
tendency to clnvulo human natuvo ; it dvaws from tho outer world 
that basin of Ilxcd trutli which is so necessary to control our 
various clusirc.4. 

The study of Humanity therefore, directly or indirectly, is for 
tho future thn pormannnt aim of Science ; and Science ia now in a 
imo floiwo cojiwjemlfiil, nn tho aourco from which tho universal 
religion receives its principles. Tt repeals to us not merely the 
nature and conditions of tho (treat Being, but also its destiny and 
tho successive plumes of its growth. Tho aim is high and arduous ; 
it rr.rpiircs enntinuoiw and combined exertion of all our faculties; 
but il- ennolilos the fiimploat proccasoB of sciontific investigation by 
connecting thnin permanently with subjects of the deepest interest. 
X)io flmipiilmiH (ixaclhOBN anil rigorous caution of tho Positive 
method, which when applied to unimportant subjects seom almost 
puerile, will bo valnod and insisted on when scon to bo necessary 
for the ofllcfiuy of efforts relating to our most essential wants, 
nationalism, m tho true sense of tho word, BO far from being 
incompatible with right fooling, strengthens and develops it, by 
placing all tho facts of tho case, in social questions especially, in 
their trite light. 

But, however honourable tho rank winch Science ^JJ '|^ 
when regenerated will hold in tho now religion, tho mova favour- 
sanction given to Poetry will bo oven more direct and "imn 'to 8c" 
unqualified, because tho function assigned to it is one co. 
which is more practical and which touches us more nearly. Its 
function will bo tho proiso of Humanity. All previous efforts 
of Art have boon but tho proluda to this, its nnf.urnl mission; 
a prelude- often impatiently performed, since Art throw off tho 
yoJto of theocracy nt an earlier period than Science. Polytheism 
was tho only religion under which it had freo scope : there 




obscure and chimerical beliefs, and take possession of its proper 
sphere. The field that now lies before it in the religion of 
Humanity is ino.xhaiiBl.iblo. It IB called upon to idealize the social 
life of Man, which, iu the time of the nations of antiquity, had not 
boon sufficiently developed to inspire the highest order of poetry. 

In the first place it will be of the greatest service 

poetic por- . , ,. r , ,. ,1 , IP rr ., 

troimre f tho in enabling men to realize the conception ot Humanity, 
SStagSi!^ subject only to tho condition of uot overstepping the 
trast Via. tbe fundamental truths of Science. Science unassisted 
old ' cannot define tho nature and destinies of this Great 

Being with sufficient clearness. In our religion tho object of 
worship must ha conceived distinctly, iu order to be urdoutly loved 
and zealously served. Science, especially in subjects of this nature, 
is confined within narrow limits; it leaves inevitable deficieneies 
which esthetic genius must supply. And there are certain qualities 
iu Art as opposed to Science, which specially qualify it for the 
representation of Humanity. For Humanity is distinguished from 
other forms of life by the combination of independence- with 
co-operation, attributes which also are natural to Poetry. lor 
while Poetry is more sympathetic than Science, its productions have 
far more individuality ; the genius of their author is more strongly 
marked in them, and tho debt to his predecessors and contempo- 
raries is less apparent. Thus tho synthesis on which tho inaugura- 
tion of tho final religion depends, is one in which Art will 
participate more than Science, Science furnishing merely the 
necessary basis. Its influence will bo evon greater than iii the 
times of Polytheism ; for powerful as Art appeared to be in those 
times, it could in reality do nothing but embellish the fables to 
which tho confused ideas of theocracy had given rise. By its aid 
wo shall for the first time rise at last to a really human point of 
view, and bo enabled distinctly to understand tho essential attri- 
butes of tho Great Being of whom wo are members. Tho material 
power of Humanity, and the successive phases of her physical, her 
intellectual, and, above all, her mural progress, will each in turn be 
depicted. 'Without the difficulties olE analytical study, wo shall 
gain a clear knowledge of her nature and her conditions, by the 
poet's description of her future destiny, of her constant struggle 
against painful fatalities, which have at last become a source of 



wyiupaiuy, is ot ilscll an endless 
thomufor tho puotry uf the futmu 

Comparison*, tun, nmy bo instituted, in which tho pool, without 
snocinlly attacking tlm nl<| religion, will indiealo the superiority of 
tlm HOW. 'J''"< JillriljiilcB of tlm mm- Great Jioing may bo forcibly 
illuHtratoil, rspiviully during tlm tinio of transition, hy contrast 
with tlm infurinrity of hui 1 various predecessors. All theological 
types iiro [ilmuluLc, iiuklliuto, and immutable ; consequently in none | 

of them 1ms it lici'ii poawblo In combino to a satisfactory extent tho 
aUriJrtili.-H <'f KoudiH.w, wiwloiti, mill power. Sol- can we conceive 
of their combination, exuupt in a JJoing whoso existence is n nmttcc 
of certainty, uml who in mihjcct to invariable laws. Tho gods of 
PolytliL-ium worn onduwod with miergy and sympathy, but possessed 
neither dignity nor morality. They were superseded by tho sub- 
lime doily {;f JVftmoLlioiffm, who wis sometimes represented aa inert 
and pfiHriionh-Hp, nonmtiineB an impunotrablo and inlloxiblu. ]iut the 
now iSupri'iuo lining, hnving a real oxialonoo, an existence lolativo 
and luodiliiiblo, admiU uf being more distinctly concoivod than tho 
old; and tlm infhmncij of tlm conception will bo equally strong 
and /Hi 1 mom fUmUiug. Macli oJio of will recognise in it ft 
power HUporior to hm own, u pnwer on which tho whohj dcstijiy o 
his life- iliipmulu, einco tlm lifo of the individual is in every respect 
auboitlinate to tho ovolutiou of tho race. JJut tho knowledge of 
this powov ban not tho crushing olfoct of the old conception of 
onmipuLcnm For ovoi-y grent or good man ivJJl fool thnt hia own 
life in an iniliHponmililw oloimmt in tho great organiam. Tho 
supremacy of Humanity is but the result of individual co-operation; 
her puwcv in not mipnmio, it \n only superior to that o! all boinga 
whom wo know. Our IDVO for her is tainted by no degrading fears, 
yot it ) ahvnyw cuiijilod wilJt tlio most AJncoro rovoronco. Porfoc- 
tion in in no winn oluimud for luir; wo study her natural defects 
with euro, in urdur to nunedy thum as far as possible, Tho love 
wo bear to her in u Tooling aa nobly as it io strong ; it calls for no 
degrading oxprosHJona of adulation, but it inspires lie with unremit- 
ting /unl for moral iniprovwnont, Jiut those and other advantages 
of tho new religion, though they can bo indicated by tho philo- 
sopher, lined Lho pool, to display thorn in their full light. Tho 
moral grandeur of man when frooil from tho chimeras that oppress 
him, WIIH fort'HOon by Uijotho, and still more clearly by By ion. 
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din-clopmeiit 19 subject, noloro it can auequutniy portray the now 
Jhiu in liis relation Lo Llio now God. 

There is vol another way in \v\w\\ Art may servo 

/ .. . ,1 , - ,1 c , 

the cause of religion ; that is, in organizing tlio fosti- 
vftla ' whether private or public!, of which, Lo u groat 
oxtoiit, the worship of Humanity will consist. For 
^ ) . s p m .p 03( j 09 i,liotic tnlont is fur more required than 
sciontilic, the object in view being to rovoal tlio iiahim of the 
great Organism more olcm-ly, by prcuonLing all aHimcts of ita oxie- 
lonco, slnlic or dynamic, in idealized foniiH. 

Thcso fcstivftls, them, should lio of two kinds, covicapouding to 
tlio two essential aspects of Humanity; the first ilhrnLmting her 
oxistonco, the second her action. Thus wo whall stimulate both tlio 
ulcmcnts of true social fooling ; tho lovo of Onler, namoly, and the 
lovo of Progirss, In our Htatio fostivalH Bnoial Order and Iho 
fooling of Solidarity, will bo illustrated ; the dynamic festivals will 
explain social Progress, and inspire tlio nemo of historical Con- 
tinuity. Taken together, tlioiv periodic recurrence will form a 
continuation of Positive education. Tlioy will develop and confirm 
tho principles instilled in youth. But lliovo will bo nothing 
didactic in their form ; since it is of tlio essence of Art not to 
instruct otherwise than by giving pleasure. Of conrso tho regular 
recurrence of tlirso festivals will not prevent any modifications 
which may bo judged necessary lo adapt them to special incidents 
that may from time to time aiieo. 

Tlio festivals representing Order will necessarily talto moro 
abstract and ausloro forms than those of Progress. It will bo tlioir 
object to Toproaont tho BlaUcal locations by which the great Organ- 
ism preserves its unity, and tho various aspects of itn animating 
principle, Lovo. Tho most universal and tho most solemn of those 
festivals will bo the feast of Humanity, which will bo hold through- 
out tho West at tlio beginning of tho now year, thus consecrating 
tlio only custom which still remains in general uao lo roliovc tho 
prosaic dullness of modern lifo. In this feast, which colobmlos tho 
most comprehensive of all unions, ovory branch of tho human rnco 
will at some future timo participate. In tho samo month there 
might bo three festivals of a secondary ordor, representing tho 
minor degrees of association, tho Nation, tho Province, and tho 



lal, I'UiiiJ, niHl .I'mlm-niil. In UK MX Hi month, Iho honourable 
position of doinwtm Burvicu would icceivo ila duo measure of 



wtiulil lin tho statin fi'ulivalfi ; taken together they would 
form u rcpmioMtiiLimi of 1,1m true llicovy of our individual and 



nntnrn, lo^olln'r wilh Dm pniiciple.f of moml duty to wliicJi 
that theory RWIW riw. _No direct, mention is mndo of Lho personal 
instincts, luttwillmtaiitlinjj lluiir preponderance, because it is the 
niiiiu oh j mi I ol l.'oailivii worship to bring them under tho control oE 
tho social iimtinctH. Personal virtues IU-D by no mcaiiB ncglcclcil iu 
PosiLivp oduwUinn ; but In omkn tlioin Urn objects of any fljwoinJ 
colobmlion, unmlil mily uliiniilnlo egotistic feeling. Indirectly their 
vlo J rc<'(ij,'tMMl in oviiry ]jiift of out 1 religious system, in tho 
reaction which they oxcrcino upon oiu- tfonorom syinpnUiioa. Their 
omiftsion, tlinviifnrc, iiutilicH no ronl ilolicioney in tliia ideal portrait- 
uro (if hunmn fuoultics mid duties. Again, no special ninioiinceinojU 
of thu Hubonlination nf Ihuminity to the laws of Lbc External 
World Jfi needed. 'Tho cousciotiHiiCHa of this external power 
porvudiw ovury imrl of llui Ponilivu syatoin ; it controls our desires, 
uiruetH OUT Hpet'.uliiUuiiH, stimulatCH our actions. Tho simple fact of 
tho rcicurrouiio of our uoroinouids (if; fixed periods, determined by the 
Earth's motion, in oumifih to nnnind us of our iuoviLablo subjection 
to iho frtljiliticH of l.)io I'lxlfiwiftl 'V^orhl. 

As thu static festivals roproaoiit Morality, no tho dynamic fcstu 
vale, thoHft of Progress, will ropresont History. In these the 
worship of Itnmiinity asmimos a more concrolo and animated form ; 
as it will cunaiHt piincipidly in rendering honoui- to Iho noblest 
types of oiioJi j)lutno of fiiniiaji dovclopincnt. It is dosimblo, how. 
over, thai, ouoh of tho more important phases should bo represented 
in itsolf, indopondontly of tlio greatness of any individna! belonging 
to it. OC tlm mouths unoceupiod by static festivals, three might 
bo given In Iho principal phases of tho Past, Fetich ism, Polytheism, 
and MonoUioJHiii ; mid n fourth to DID celebration of tho .Future, 
tho normal stale- to which nil thoao phases have been tending. 

Fonning thus tlio chain of Ju'ston'caiS succession, wo nmy conse- 
orato each month to BOIHO ono of the ty|>cs who host represent the 
various stages. I omit, howovor, some explanations of detail given 
In tho first edition of tliie General View, written at the timo when 
I hod nob made tho distinction between tho abstract and concrete 
worship siidloiontly aloav. A law months after its publication, in 




forward and already adopted by imwl 

worship of '' ul ' k' 10 l imcl 'i <;0 nt '"d no l* ' In ''<' trie tod Lo names of 
tho dead. liuropoftii importance. It in applicable in its degree to 
tion'of m their well separate province, (Hid ov(!ii Lo privalo life. CuLlio- 
eorvico. liciam offers L\vo institutions in whieh tho religion of 

tho family counsels ilsult with public worship in UK must, compre- 
hensive sonso. Tlioro is a titty appointed in Uutliolic countries in 
which all aro in (lio habit of visiting tho fntnlis nf thosn dear to 
thorn ; IhuUng conaolalion for their Ki'iof! l>y shilling it willi nthora. 
To this custom I'ositivisls dovoLo Lho last day of llio yunu. Tlio 
working classoa of L J nrisgivo overy yoai- iinoliln proof LhaL complete 
freedom of thought is in no roapcol, uompalibln witli worntiip of tho 
dead, which in their cnso is unconncoti'd witli uny Hystcin. Afinin 
thcvo is the inftUUiUow of bapUmnal nixnwrt, wUU'U thovigU HUlo 
thought of at prosont, will ho iiminUiincd ami improved hy Positi- 
vism. It is an admirable- modo of impressing OR men tho connec- 
tion of private with publiulita, by Iiirnishiiij- ovcsry one with a typo 
for his own personal imitation. Hero tho fwporiurity of llio now 
religion is very apparent ; sinoo tho choice of a immo will nob bo 
limited to any tit no or country. Tn this, as in other onsoa, tho 
absolute spirit of Catholicism proved fatal to its prospoctfi of 
becoming umvcvsivl. 

These brief remarks will bo enough to illustrate tho two classes 
of festivals instituted by Positivism. In ovory wook of tho year 
-some now aspect of Order or ol Progress will bo hold np to public 
veneration ; and in onch tho link connecting public and private 
worship will bo found in tho adoration of Woman. In this 
uslhotic sido of Positive religion ovory thing tends to strengthen its 
fundamental principle of Love. All tho resources of Poutcy, and 
of the other avis of Round tmd form, will 1)0 invoked to givo full 
and regular expression to it. The dominant fooling is always that 
of deep rovoronco proceeding from sincere acknowledgment of 
benefits received. Our worship will ho alike free Irom mysticism 
and from affectation. While striving to surpass our ancosl'ora, wo 
shall yet render duo honour to all their services, and look with 
respect upon their systems of- life. Influenced no longer by 



of na to prolong our nxtalmico in Uio only way which is roully in 
our power. Tlio fact that all liwnmi nfiiiira nro subject to one 
fundamental law, UH noon ns it becomes familiarly known, enables 
ami oncouragOH each aw. of us to live in a truo sense in Lho Past 
and oven in tho 1'uturo; nn thuso cannot do who attribute the 
ovonU of Hfo to tho agoncy of an arbitrary and impenetrable Will, 
Tlio pi'aifio givun to our predecessors will sthnulalo a noble rivalry ; 
inspiring "'1 w *t-li Urn tlcaivc to become Llicmaelvos incorporate into 
this mighty Uoing whuHi 1 lifn endures through all time, and who is 
formed of Uio (load far more tliuii tho living. When tho system of 
commemoration JH fully developed, no worthy co-operator will be 
excluded, however luunblo his sphere ; whether limtlcd lo his 
family or town, or cxlimdiug to bin country or to Lho whole West. 
The education of J'ositivials will RUOII convince thorn that such 
I'ocomponflo for honourable- conduct IH ain])lo compensation for tho 
imaginary hopus wliich ingpirwl their prndoccssors. 

To live in othcrn in, in tho truest BGHSO of tlic word, life. Indeed 
Uio boat j)iivt of our own lifo ia passed thus. Ae yot this truth boa 
not liouii grnHpcd firmly, because tho social point of view has never 
yot been brought ayeteinuticnlly before us. But tho religion of 
Itumanity, by giving an esthetic form lo the Positivist synthesis, 
will make it iniolligiblo to minds of every class : and will enable 
us to enjoy tho untold charm springing from the sympathies of 
union and of continuity when allowed froo play. To prolong our 
life iiidelinitoly in Uio Past and Puturo, so as to make it more 
perfect in tho I'rosont, is abundant compensation for the illusions 
of our youth which have now passed away for over. Science which 
deprived us of tlmsu imaginary comforts, itself in its maturity 
supplies tho nolid. biwiw fur consolation of a kind unknown before ; 
Lho hopo of becoming incorporate into tho Groat Uoing whoso static 
ami dynamic laws it bus revealed. On this firm foundation Poetry 
rnisoa tho Htructuro of public and private worship ; and thus all are 
matlo active partakers of this universal life, which minds still 
futtorcd by theology cannot understand. Thus imagination, while 
accepting tho guidance of reason, will exorcise a far more efficient 
and extensive inHuonoo than in tho days of Polytheism. For the 
priests of Humanity the solo purpose- of Science is to prepare the 
Hold for Art, whether esthetic or industrial. This object once 
attained, poetic study or composition will form tho chief occupation 
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efforts upon Urn real life around un, we 1 uliiill fool more strongly tlmn 
ever tlmt all tbo powers of Imngination IIH woll as Lhoao of Kwison, 
1'oeling, and Activity, are required in its service. 

., , , Poetry onco raised to its proper place, the ftrta of 
AJl tlio nt\ . J , , , . , , 1 . ' J '. - , ,, 
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of roiifon lvlcc subjoota whieli ]'octry Imsj Rii^untoil, will aoon follow. 
Thoir Bplicro, liko lliul of 'Pontry, will bo Lho colobra- 
tion of Humanity ; an oxlmimLlciw Held, lonvin^ nu CUUHH to vcgrol 
tho cliiincviiH wliinh, in tho prcooutoinpirJciil condition of thuso arts, 
avo still considered iwlispcnmililo. iMusio in modem times lias been 
limited almost ontiiely to tho cxprossion of individual omotiona. 
Its full powor has never boon felt in publiu life, oxnopfc in tho 
solitary instance of Lho Mtirsatlaitie, in wliich tho wholo apiriL of 
our great Kcvolution stands rcftortlcil. lint in tho worship of 
Humanity, based a it ia oi\ Positive education, and animattid by 
tho spirit of Pootry, Music, aa tho most social of tho spcuial aria, 
will aid in tho representation of the atlrilmtoH and doLinicn of 
Humanity, and in tho glorification of grunt liistoiicul types. 
Painting and Sculpture will have the same object j they will enable 
us to realise tho conception of Humanity with greater clearness and 
precision than would bo possiblo for Poetry, ovon with tho aid of 
Music. Tho beautiful attempts yf tho artists of tho sixteenth 
century, men who had very little theological boliof, to embody tho 
Christian ideal of Woman, may bo regarded as an unconscious 
prolndo to tho representation of lliuniinily, in Lho form which of 
all others is most suitable. Under tbo impulso of tlwso feelings, 
tho sculptor will overcome the technical difficulties of representing 
figures in groups, and will adopt such subjects by preference. 
Hitherto this has only boon effected in bas-roliofa, works which 
stand midway between painting and sculpture. Thoro arc, how- 
over, some splendid exceptions from which wo can imagine tho 
scopo ft IK! grandeur of tho Jailor art, when niJaod to its truo position. 
Statuesque groups, whether tho figures aro joined or, as ia prefer- 
able, separate, will enable tho sculptor to undortako many great 
subjects frotn which ho has -boon hitherto debarred. 



Hurvico ol UoU nuiy lor n Limit millico for the woiship of Humanity, 
in llio muno vrny Dm I Christian worahip win carried on at first in 
Pagan tempi IIH thuy were gradually vacated. But ultimately 
buiMiiifjrt will li iv(|iu'nl mwo specially adapted, lo a lolifjion in 
which all tin 1 funcLium ninnmcUd with education and worship arc 
so ontinsly iliHiTnul. Wlml tlu-so buildings will bo it would be 
UP(ili'.is uL pTiwiml tu ouqulro. It ia lays easy to foresee the Positi 
vial ideal in Air.liitff.Luni than in utiy other nvlH. And it must 
romiiin unctii'l-iiiii until tli new jn-inciplus of oilncntion Jmvo been 
gonentlly Hiireiul, uml until the Positiviat voliginn, having i-ccoivod 
all thn aiil Mint Vuolry, ^Iiiwc, nntl llm arts of Worm etui ^ivo, }ms 
become Lho luwtipluil fiuLli of Woolorn Hurapo. When tlio more 
dvftiicfj{l nnliwH iiivj Itodilily otigngcd in tlio cniiso, tlio tnio toinpJcs 
of Hnnmnily will POOH urlsn. lly Uml time nmnUil niul niovnl 
rescue- ml to it will luivo miviincoil far enough to commonco tlte 
rccoiiHlruiitidn ol' nil political insUtutions. Until then tlio new 
roligiun will uvuU itnolf of Cliristinn cliurclica us these gradually 
bocoino viiciiiit. 

Art limn, HH woll IIH Scioiico, parUkiw in tlio rcgo- Positivism is 
iwriitinK itifluiiiir.o wliiuh PyHitiviani ilenvcs from its tl ;,,, j>wssr 
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])ropor fnnelioiiH, tlio ono tn contomplato, llio other to lt- 
glorify .Uunmnity, in oulnr tlml wo may lovo ainl sorvo her mom 
perfectly. Yot ivhilo Llio jiitollocl ia thus wndo tlio servant of tlic 
Heart, fur from boing woakonod by this suhordinato position, it finds 
in it in) oxliauU(iSH field, in which tlio vnluo of its labours ia amply 
rcoognhcd. Jyioh of its facultioB is called diroctly into play, and 
is fluppfiud with its appropriate omployment. Z J oetry institutos the 
forms of tlio wovnlnp of Humanity ; Science supplies tho principles 
on wiiioh thoso fonns nvo framed, l)y connecting them with thn 
laws of tlio external world. Tinagination, \vhilo ceasing to usurp 
the pltic.o of Jtoaaon, yol onhancoa rather than diminishes its 
original inlUionco, which tho now philosophy shows to bo as bene- 
ficial as it is natural. And tlnis human lifo at last attains that 
statn of perfect harmony which bus boon so long sought for in vain, 
and which consists in the direction of all our faculties to one 
common purposa under tho snproiiificy of Affaciion. At tlio same 
time all formor efforts of Imagination and Reason, ovon whon they 
clashed with each other, arc fully npprocmted; bocauao we sea that 
thoy developed our powers, that they taught us the conditions of 
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maiming an uio rcsuiis 01 i<rceicanu Kninnu civilization, tho time 
wns not yot ripo for it. To ninmv thai attempt upon n Rounder 
basis, and willi surer proapprls of SUCH-UK, in tho object of those 
who found tho religion of Humanity. Widely diflcn'iil, itRnro Uioir 
circumstances mid Ihn moans tlmy employ, tboy desiro to regard 
themselves ne tho successors of the great men who coiidiicLotl tlio 
progressive movement, of Catholicism. 1'or thosn alona urn worthy 
to bo called successors, who onntinun or carry into effort tho under- 
takings which former linira hiivn left im/lm'flhwl ; tiro (j(|n is utterly 
unmerited by blind followers <f nlumli'lo iloxiiinfl, which havo long 
ftcnsctl to hour any relation Lu Ilicir original purpose, nnd whicli 
tlicir very authors, if \\o\v living, wouM (h'pavmv. 

But wliilo bcarinp; in mind <mr ddlit In CnLholiuiittn, we need not 
omit to rocogniso IHAV largely I'naitiviam gniiifi by coiiii^nHon with 
it. Full jnelico will ho done to tho (limn of cinlholiciwn, nnd to 
tho oxeollenco of ils rcsullH. Hut llm whole clfoct of I'ositivist 
M-orahip will be to multo mon A'ol clearly how fur HUjtrrior hi ovorj- 
respect in tho synthesis fouiulcil on Lbo Jx>vo of Humanity to that 
founded on tho Love of God. 

Christianity anlisfiod JID part of on) 1 nnluro full}', oxcc.pl tlie 
affoctiona It rejected [mngination, it ehrnnlc frnm Kcimon ; and 
thcrofoio ita power was always contested, nnd could not last. on 
in ifs own sphere of nflhction, il* pi-iiiciploa nover lont thoinsolvos 
to that social direction M-hich tho Catholic pricatliowl, with such 
rcmarkoblo ))orsisteiif,y, encleavourpd to givo to thorn. Tho nim 
wliioh it sot boforn mon, huing unrenl and povHonal, wn ill-Buitcd to 
a lifu of renlily nnd of social Rympathy. K in true that Uio univer- 
sality of tins aupromo affection wns indirectly a bond of union; 
hut only when it was not ut varianco with truo social fooling. And 
from the nature of tho system, opposition between thcso two 
principlos waa tho rule, nnd harmony tho exception ; flico llio lovo 
of God, oven as viewed by tho best Catholic typos, required in 
almost all cnsca the abandonment of overy other poaaion. The 
moral valuo of such a synthesis coneislal eololy in tho discipline 
which it ostfihlishod ; disoiplino of whatever kind being proforablii 
to anarchy, which would have fi ivon fieo flcopo to all tho lowest 
propensities. But notwithstanding nil tho tender reeling of thti 
host mystics, tho affection which to them wiw supreme admitted of 
no real reciprocity. Moreover, tho stupendous nature of tho rownnlH 
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Tim diMriplinri of I'nlytlu-tKiu wn usually confined io actions: 
soiii'jl-iincH it I'xU'iidr.d lo ImhiUt; luit it never touched tho affections 
from wliinli both Imliiln mid notions spring. Christianity took the 
lK'9t moans of oiri'd.ing ita purpose Una wore tliou available; but it 
WIIH lint micci's-dul, dxctipt MI fur UB it gave indirect encouragement 
lo our liitflmr fculiiiMH. And HO vaguo mid absolute wcro its prin- 
ciples, Unit ijviiti tliJK would have bcou impossible, but for the 
wisdom of tlio prit>stlnmd, who for u long time saved society from 
tho diuwi'H incident lo ftu arbitrnry a system. ]Jut nt Uio closo of 
tlio Sfkldlo A^i'H, wiu-ii tiio pvic-Htliood bccamo rotrogmdo, and loat 
ntonco their inoriility find thuir freedom, tho doclriuo wns loft to 
its own imputonco, nnd rapidly degenerated till it bocamo a chronic 
fiourcii of di'm'udiiUnn nnd nf dincord. 

.Hut UHI HyiillioftiM Immid upon Lovo of Huinrnitty has loo doop a 
fotiinJnlijJii in 1'onil.ivt.' li-nllj lo bo linblo lo similnc fleolino; and its 
induutitie mi) i no L but iucrcnfto HO lony na Lho progress of our race 
endures. Tim (Irmit Uciiig, wlm is its object, tolerates tho most 
sen celling onijuiry, nnd yet ilooa not roalrict tho scopo of Imagina- 
tion. '.L'liu lawn wliich regulnto lior oxistoiico arc now known to us ; 
nnd tlio nuny dwijily hev miture is investigntcd, tho stronger is our 
coiiBcioiiHiiuftH of hor ronlity nnd of tho groatnoss of bor bonofits. 
The thought of her Htimutuli'a all tho powers of Imagination, and 
thus oniibloH UH to imrliuipato in a moufluvo in tlio univoraality of 
her life, tlmniKhuul Uio whole extent of Time nnd Space of which 
wo liavo any ronl knou'ledgo. All our intollcotuftl results, whether 
in art, or scumcts, urn alike co-ordinatod by tlio roJigion of Humanity; 
for it furnifilieH tho Rolo bond of connection by which permanent 
harmony can bo t'flUbliahcd between our thoughts nnd our feelings. 
It ifi tho only Byatoin wliich without nrtificu and without arbitrary 
restriction, can establish Uio preponderance of Affection over 
Thought and Action. It sots foi-tli flocinl fooling as tlio first 
principle of morality ; without ignoring tho natural superiority in 
strength of tho personal instincts. To live for others it holds to bn 
tho highest happiness. To become incorporate with Humanity, to 
sympathise with nil hor former phases, to foresee hor destinies in 
tho future, and to do wlint lios in us to forward them ; this is what 
it puts before us na the constant aim of life. Self-love in the 
Positive system ie regarded aa tho great infirmity of our nature :_an 
infirmity wliich unremitting discipline on tho part of each indivi- 
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Inspired nb it in by ninei;ro gratitude, which incrcnscd tho more 
curofully the grounds for it are examined, tho wnrwhip of Humanity 
raises Vmycr for Uio ttval Umu tvbovu Uw di'yvadiug wlUifiucti of 
solf-intorcst. Wo pray to UHJ Hnprcmn lining hut only to express 
our dcop thankfulness for hcv present mid past bomm'ta, which aro 
an earnest of still greater blessings in tho future. JJaubtkss it is 
a fact of human nature, that ImbUuol expression of such Toolings 
relicts beneficially on our moral nature ; and RU far wo, too, find in 
Prayer a noble recompense. But it is ono that can rmggcfil to us 
no aollish though ta, sinco it cunnot como at all nnlcaa it come 
spontaneously. Our lii^lu-st huppinofm comibts in LOVOJ nud wo 
know that moro tlian any other fooling lovu may bo strengthened 
by exorcise ; that nlono of nil foolinga it admits of, and incronsos 
with, simultaneous expansion in nil. Humanity will liucnino nioro 
familiar to na tluin tho old godw woro to tho 1'olytliointn, yet with- 
out tho losa of dignity which, in their CIIHC, rosultod from familiarity. 
Her natuio has in it nothing arbitrary, yet nho co-oporatos with us 
in tho worship that wo render, ninco in honouring hev wo receive 
back " grace lor grace ". Homage accojitod by tho Doity of former 
timos kid him open to Lno cbtirge ol pnerilo vanity. -Hut the now 
Deity will accept praise only where it in deserved, and will derive 
from it equal benefit with ourselves. TliiH perfect reciprocity of 
affection and of influence is peculiar to 1'ositivo religion, btwanso in 
it alone tho object of worship is a Hwng whoso nature is relative, 
modifiable, and perfectible ; a Being of whom hoi 1 own worshippers 
form a part, and the laws of whoso existence, being more clearly 
known than thoirs, allow her desires and her tendencies to bo moro 
distinctly foreseen. 

. . 'L'ho morality of Positive religion combines all tho 
of pcMtfiivo mo- advantages of spontancotisnesa willi tlioao of demon- 
vnUty - stration. It is so thoroughly human in ull its parts, 

as to preclude all tho subterfuges by which ropontanoo for trans- 
gression is so often stifled or evaded. By pointing out distinctly 
tho way in which each individual action reacts upon society, it 
forces us to judge our own conduct without lowering our standard. 
Some might think it too gentle, and not sufficiently vigorous ; yet 
tho love by which it is inspired is no passive fooling, but a principle 
Which strongly stimulates our energies to tho full extent compatible 




il thh gwuli Organism, miporior though it bo to nil beings known 
UN, in yot under Urn iloininion of inscrutable laws, and is in no 
i'Rt oitlmi.^ absolutely perfect or absolutely ao,curo from dnnger. 
Kvrry tjojulitioji of our oxiatoncr, ii-hoilior ihoso of tlio external 
world or l.hiwo of oiu* own naluro, might at aonm time bo compro- 
mised. ]',vi)n our moral and intellectual faculties, on which our 
hitflic.4 inli'r<:.4n dcpond, arc no oxcnption lo this U'uth. Suoli 
nmtingmicinH aro always possible, and yet thoy iiro not to prevent 
UH from living nobly ; tlioy niunt not lesson our lovo, our thought, 
or our cilllirU for lluumuity ; they must not overwhelm us with 
ntixitily, nor iii'^ii us to unolo-ss complaint. Hut tho very principles 
which il(!imiml Lhw lii^h utandard of cournfjo and resignation, nre 
i'H well calf.u Inlnd to maintain it. i'"or by making ua fully 
of thn ^riitit-ncHs of man, ami by setting UB frco from tho 
dotfradhitf inlhn>nn>s nf fear, I hoy inspire im with keen interest in 
our cll'iuift, iiiiul(>t|iiati' though thoy l)i!, ngainst tho pressure of 
f.iliilitifH whic.li urn not always hoyoud our ]iowor to modify. And 
lIuiH Lin- runclinn of thoHft fiitalitios upon our charnctor is turned at 
luRl in a most bi'iidicial nso. It provtuils alike overweening 
anxiety for our mvn inLcrcstB ami dull indifference- to them; 
wlwmw, in thoolo^ifiiil find moLajiliyeicnl syatems, even when 
inculcating Hulf-dunial, thcro is always a dangerous tendency to 
wmwiiitmlo thought on pci'Honal umaidovations. Dignified re- 
eipnatiou to ovil wliioh cannot bo rosi^led, wise nnd energetic 
action wboro inodiliimlion. of thorn is poeaiblo; such is tho moral 
Hlandard wlucli PoaiLivisin puts forward for individuals and for 



, noLwitlmtamling tho radical defects of its doctrine, 
lias unnniHoioualy bwm infiuonced by tho modern spirit ; and at tho 
close of tliu Middle ARCS was tending in a direction similar to that 
hero di-Hcribod, although its principles wore inconsistent with any 
formal recognition of it. It in only in. Urn nountries that have been 
pn-aorvod from ProtcHtanliHin that any tracoa aro lof.t of those faint 
elffirla of tho prionthood to rise abovo their own theories. Tho 
Catholic Ood would gradually change into a feeble and imperfect 
ropvoaonlaUon of Humanity, wore not tho clergy so degraded socially 
as to bo unable to participate in the spontaneous fcoliuga of the 
community. It is a tendency too slightly marked to lead _to any 
important result; ynt it ia a striking proof of tho now direction 
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anco of the worship of Woman, which is tho Iirt stop Lowanla Iho 
worship of Humanity. Sinco Uio twelfth contury, tho inlliumco of 
tho Virgin, especially in Spain and Italy, luib IHSUII constantly on 
tho incionso. Tho priesthood huvo ollon proliwlud against it, but 
without orfoct; ana aoiuotimos thoy havo found iL nnccHsnry to 
Siinction it, for Uio nalto of prosorvhig thoir authority. Tim special 
and privileged adoration which this beautiful creation nf Poetry has 
received, could not but, pvoduco a marked ehuuRft in Iho wpivit o 
Catholicism. It may servo as a connecting link ImLwcoii tho religion 
of our ancestors and that of our descendants, tho "Virgin becoming 
gradually regarded aa u poraoiiilicnliou of JhunaniLy. J.ittlc, how- 
ovor, will ho dono in this dime lion by Iho (jutubliahfid priesthood, 
whether in Italy or Spain. \Vo muat look to 11 in pun* Hgency o 
women, who will bo tho moans of introducing roBitivinni among our 
Southern brethren. 

All Iho points, thmi, in which tho morality of Pouitivo science 
excels Uio morality o( rovealoil rolif-ion UTD wunnnoil \\\> in tho sub- 
stitution of Lovo of Humanity for Lovo of (iod. Jl in n princ-iplo 
8 adverse to motaphysics as lo theology, HJncn it oxi'ludeH all 
poi'sonnl considerations, and places ImppinoHK, whnthcr for tho 
individual or for society, in constant oxovciso of kindly fouling. 
To lovo Humanity may ho truly said to constitute tho whole duty 
of Man ; provided it bo clearly understood what snch lovo really 
implies, and what aro tho conditions required for maintaining it. 
Tho victory of Social Keeling ovor our inuato Sol Move is ronderetl 
possible only by a slow wid difficult training of tho lioort, in which 
tho intellect must co-opera to. Tho moat important part of this 
training consists in tho mutual lovo of Man and Woman, with 
all other family aflbotiom which precede and follow it. But 
ovovy aspoGt of morality, ovou tho personal virtues, avo included 
in lovo of Humanity. It furnishes tho best measure of thoir 
relative importance, and Iho surest method for laying down 
incontestable rules of condxict. And thus wo find tho principles 
of systematic morality to bo identical with thoso of spontaneous 
morality, a result which renders Positive doctrine equally nccpsaiblo 
to- all. 

nuo of tho Science, therefore, Poetry, and Morality, will alilto 
now spiritual bo regenerated by tho now religion, and will ultimately 
powor ' form QUO liavmomouB whole, on \vluch tho dcfttiuioiv of 

Man will henceforth rest. With women, to whom tho first go.pns 




wiwi. tin- iiiuuuuiiu nj!iA-miu,uim|n,i!ii ujjun Mio odsia oi Aionoiiioiam. 
A moral pouw anwu compom-d of tho two olmnenls essential to such 
n powor,_ tlin Hyinpafholic inlluoiicc of women in Um family, the 
systematic inllmmco of tho priesthood on public life. As a 'preli- 
minary alli-mpt tho Catholic system was most beneficial ; but it 
nnt. IiMl, bocniwo Din synUmsis on irtiicli it rested was 
niul mutable. The Catholic doctrine and worship 
thomsnlvi'H exclusively to our oinoLional nature, and ovon 
from tlin inonil prrinl of viow thoir principles wove uncortnin and 
nrbitmry. Tho Hold of intellect, whether in ort or science, ns woll 
us that of ]ir<icli(uil lifo, would have been loft almost untoucliGd but 
for tjui piirHOiuil clumiot-cr of tho i>riosLs. IJut with tho loss of their 
political indnpunilonto, which liml hcon nhvays in danger from tho 
inililnry tmidnniiii'3 nf tho times, tho priesthood nipidly dogonorated. 
Thu pyuloin wan in fuct pvomiitiiru ; ami ovon before tho industrial 
cm of inmlwn UIIIPH had aot in, tho catholic and metaphysical 
growth of tho limtw hud already gone too far for its feeble power of 
control ; and it thon became ns huslilo to progress as it 3iad for- 
merly been favwirublo to it. Moral ipialitios without intollcctim! 
eupiiriority urn not outtugh for u truo fipiiiluul power ; they will not 
oiiuhlo it tn modify to nny apjiruciabli! ox tent tho strong prepon- 
derance- of. nmliM'ial coimidoration. Coii80(|\icntly it is tlio primary 
/;oii(litioji of flociii) roorftiiiriztiliton to put nn ond lo tlio stato of uller 
vovolt which tho intellect maintains against tho lionrt ; a state which 
has oxistod over sinco tho closo of tho Middle Ages, and the source 
of whic-li may bo traced as far baok as the Crock Metaphysicians. 
Positivism has at Inul ovorcomo tho immonso difficulties of this task, 
Its Holulioti (lunsistn in tho fouiidulidn of social science on tho basis 
of tho ]iroliininnry wcionces, BO that at last thoro is uuity of method 
in our conceptions. Our active faculties liavo always been guided 
by tho Positive Hpirit: and by its oxtonsion to tho spheru of 
Fooling, a cwnplolo synlhosiB, alike apontancous and systomatio in 
its natunj, i constrnctod ; and every part of our nature is brought 
nndov tho regenerating influence of iho worship of Humanity. 
Thus a now spiritual power will urine, complete and homogeneous 
in structure; cohoront and nt tho same Imio progrossivo; and 
bottor calculated than Catholicism to engage tho support of women 
which ia so imcessary to its efficient action on society. 




direct object of nil our dibits. All thai would IKS niHicsmiry would 
bo to cull our reasoning powers, ami Htill more, our inmg inn Lion 
into piny, in order to la-op Una object constantly in viow. l.'uioly 
fictitious as such an hypothesis may bo, it in yt't an ideal limit, to 
which our actual lifo should bo moru mid morn iinirly iipproxhwilod. 
AH an Utopia, it ia a lit subject for llm pud : ami in bin hands it 
will supply tliu now religion with resourcus I'm- HUperiov to any thai, 
L'hrisliuniiy derived from va^ne mid unreal piclim-H of future bliss. 
In it wo may carry out a morn prefect Rooinl uliiHHilicuIioii, in which 
men nmy bo muki-d by moral ami inti'lleetual merit, irrespectively 
of wealth or position. For tho only standard by wliidi in mich a 
state mon could bu Iriod would bo Lhoir uiptuiity to lovo mid to 
ploaso Jfumanity. 

Huch a standard will of coin-so uovor bo jmictically nccoplcd, nnd 
indeed tho classification in quostion would bo imputmiblu to ullijct: 
yot it should always bo proscnt loom* mhida; mid should bo con- 
trailed diepaBaioimtoly with the acUinl arrangoiiKiiittt of Bdninl rank, 
with which power, ovon whcro ncoidon tally iicnuivud, htm moro to 
do than wovth. Tlio pviosls oC Humanity with tho awuHlanco of 
women will avail thcmsL'tvos largely of tliia contrust in modifying 
tho existing oi-dur, Positiviet oducatioji will fully oxplftin itB moral 
validity, and in our religious sorvicua appeal will fruquunlly bn nmdo 
fo it. Although an ideal abHtrao.tuni, yot being liiiaod on reality, 
oxcopt so far as tho necessities of daily Jifo aro ooncemod, it will bo 
far moro efficacious than tho VHRUO and imcorliim claMHification 
I'oundcd on tho theological doctrine of afutnro fltnto. Wlmn aocioty 
learns to adruit no othoi- Providence than its own, it will go HO far 
in adopting tin's ideal classinoaUoJi s !o [jroiluco n stroug nllucl, on 
tlio classes who are tho bast awaro of its impracticability. Hut 
tlioso who press this contrast, must bo cnroful always to roapoct tjio 
natural laws which regulate tho distribution of wealth and rank. 
Thny have a doUnito social function, and that function JH not to bo 
destroyed, but to bo improved and regulated. In ordor, thornforo, 
to rcconcilo these conditions, wo must limit our ideal classification 
to individuals, leaving tbo actual subordination 'of ullico and posi- 
tion unnflccfud. Well-marked personal Biiporiority is not very 
common; and society would bo wasting its powers in useless and 
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would li ulU-rly milivormvo of discipline, liut there would bo no 
political dangm-, and morally there would bo great advantage in 
jiiriiiliiig out all n-miirkablo ense which illustrate tho difference 
between tho ordw nl rank and tho order of merit. Heaped may bo 
shown to bo imbh-nt without compromising tho authority of the 
sUirmtftwl. Hi. Mcmm-d ww esteemed moro highly than any of the 
L'open of his time ; ynt ho remained in tho humble position of an 
abbot, and never failed to show tho most perfect deference for tho 
higher functionaries of the Church. A still moro striking cxitmrdc 
WHH furnished by St. Paul in recognising tho ollidal superiority of 
St. Voter, of wlinno moral and mental inferiority to himsolf ho must 
havo beini well aware. All organised corporations, civil or military, 
can show instances on a low important soulo whore tho abstract 
order of merit IIIIH been adopted consistently with tho concrete order 
nf rank. Where thin m tho case tho two may bo contrasted with- 
out imy wiliVci-iiivo COIHOIIUOUCCA The contrast will bo morally 
bimrlieial to all clanBoa, ut (he same lime that it proves the imper- 
fection In which BO complicated an organism as human society must 
I in ever liable, 

'Hum ilia religion of Humanity creates an intellectual and moral 
pownr, which, could human lifn be freed from tho pressure of 
.material wanlH, would fiulllco for its guidance. Imperfect cis our 
nature assuredly is, yet social sympathy lias an intrinsic charm 
which would make it paramount, but for tho imperious necessities 
(by which tho imtinctH of solf-preaorvation arc stimulated. So 
urgent are (.hoy, that tho greater part of Jifo is necessarily occupied 
with actions of n solf-rogavding kind, before which Reason, 
Imagination, and even Fooling, have to give way. Consequently 
thin moml JJOWDI', which spmnw BO woll adapted for tho direction of 
fltmioty, niimt only attempt to act as a modifying influence. Ita 
sympathetic clontont, in other words, women, accept this necessity 
without difficulty; for true affection always takes tho right course 
of action, as soon as it is clearly indicated. But tho intellect is far 
more unwilling to take a subordinate position. Its rash ambition 
is far moro unsettling to tho world than tho ambition of rank and 
wealth, against wiiioh it so often inveighs. It is tho hardest of 
social problems to regulate tho oxereieo of tho intellectual powers, 
while aucuring them their duo measure- of influence; the object 
r -'--- that Uieorolicftl power shouM bo nblo really to modify, and 




Umt Society lm nuw entered on its mdimlriiil pause. Uased on. 
accumUi iwiuiry into the \uist, and fuUmi dcHliuies o wan, ils aim 
is so to regenerate uui 1 political action, n to transform it ultimately 
into a practical worship of Humanity; Morality bt'ing thu worship 
rondorod by tho affections, Ejciuuui! and I'ootry that rendered by tlio 
intellect. Such is tho principal inmmnn of tho Occidental priest- 
hood, a mission in. which \vomu uivd tho -working ultmcn will 
actively cu-oporatc. 

Subaudition '^'' lo mos[> ' lll ] lor '- ni > t object of thin ]'oj{unoval.od polity 
of dittioB for will bo the substitution uf Uutios fni- Jtiglitu; thus 
i-igi'ia. subordinating peraotml to nocinl coiiHi(l(>nilioiitt. Tho 

word Rifjht ahoukl be oscludud fvtuu poliUctil lau^un^c,, t\R Uio word 
Gama from tho Itingimgo of ]})iilosophy. MoLli iiro Llioological inul 
inolapliysicnl concoptiona ; and tho I'ornior is ns inunoral and 
subversive as tho InUov ia nnmcnning and sopliintical. ]Jolh are 
alike incompatible- with the linul atalo; and thoir vnhio during tho 
revolutionary \ioviod oE modoru history lw B\uply coiiR\Bl,Hd \u Uvoiv 
solvent action upon provioua systomb. Ki^hts, in tho slvicfc acaiso 
of tho word, arc possible only HO IOHR aw power is comidovod as 
emanating from a superhuman will. Kiglila, mid or all Lhuological 
systems, woro divinoj but in their opposition to thoocmoy, tho 
motaphysiciana of tho laat live coutvu'ioa introduced wlmt llioy called 
tho rights of Man ; a conception, tho value of which consisted 
simply in its destructive effects. Whonovoi- it lias boon taken as 
tho basis of a constructive policy, its anti-social character, and its 
tendency to strengthen individualism have always boon apparent. 
In the Positive Blalo, vrhovc no Bupoi'ivatural claims t\vo tvdwiftBiblo, 
tlio idea of Ret/hi will entirely dinappcar. ICvory ono has duties, 
duties towards all j but rights in the ordinary sense can bo claimed 
by none. Whatever security tho individual may require is found 
in tho .general acknowledgement of reciprocal obligations; and tin's 
givca a moral aqvuvixUiiit for rights as hitUovto claimed, without the 
seriotts political dangers which they involved. In othor words, no 
ono has in any case any Right but that of doing his Duty. The 
adoption of Una principle is tho ono way of realising tho grand ideal 
of tho Middle Ages, tho subordination of Politics to Morals. In 
those timca, however, Uic vast boaviuga Q[ the question wove but 



., v. r w . ;w .mnmmuy. us oujcet sliould bo to assist by 
COIWCIOHB dlort all functions, whether relating to Order or to Pro- 
VtaB, which JliuiiMiilir ] UM liidiorio performed spontaneously. 
line IK tho uUiiimlo object of Positive ruligiou. Without it all 
uthor napkin of tliul roligion would ho inadequate, nntl would sown 
coaro to IHWO uny value. True alfccliim does not stop short at 
dofuro for good ; its traim every (-[Tort in attain it. Tho elevation 
of soul arming /ram thoaal of umtumpEating and adoring Humanity 
is not the solo object of rolI B ioiia wowhip. Above and beyond this 
thoro is tlio motive of Iwcomiiig bottoi- able lo sorvo 



action on mir part being necessary for her preservation 
ainUlovultipinimt. This indood ia tho most distinctive fcnturo of 
lositivo ruJiKum. Tho , Supremo Uoing of former times had really 
little ncnd of humnn BOW ices. Tho consoqnonco was, that with all 
theological Iwliovi'in, mxl with jiwnollioiaLfi osiwcinlly, deration 
ahvayH Umdod to dcgonorato into quioliam. Tho dan-cr could only 
bo obviated when tho priesthood had aiifficiont wisdom to take 
advnudtgn of tin. va^ioimsn of those theories, and to draw from them 
iiiDlivos fur in-acticul oxortion. Nothing could bo done in this 
diruolJuH iiiilitfn l-Iio priesthood wlnmcd tlioit- social imlc|wiuioncu. 
As BOOH an thin wiw taken from them by tho usurpation of tho 
temporal power, l-lin more sincere amount Cutholifift lapsed into tho 
quwtintic spirit which for a long timu had been kept in check. In 
VofiitiviHin, on tho contrary, tliu dootrino itsolf, irrespective of tho 
ohfUvicU'i- of its toflcliora, i ft direct and continuous incentive to 
exertion of nviivy kind. Tho reason for this is to bo found iu tho 
relative and dopomlont nature of our Supremo Boiiig, of whoni her 
own woi-HliijipGrB form a part. 

In tin's, whidi is the essential Borvico of Humanity, Couaotl9 , ia ot 
and wJiich infimos a voligioim ajjfrit into ovory act of thoBMi!u" ! (jr. 
lifo, tlio ftiaturo moat prominent ia co-operation of elfort; ** n] *m. 
co-oporaliou on so vast a Benin that los-s complicatct] organisms 
havo nothing to compare with it. Tlio consensus of tho social 
organism extends to Ximo as woll an Spaco. Henco tho two distinct 
aapocta of sociaE aympatliy : tlio feeling of Solidarity, or union with 
tho Present ; and of Continuity, or union with tlio Past. Careful 
investigation of any sooia] phenomenon, wholJior roJwting to Ordor 
or to Progress, always proves convergence, direct or indirect, of all 
contemporaries and of all former generations, within certain geogra- 
phical and chronological limits; and those limits recede as tho 




Ijo subordinated to Morals is, llml individual* nhould no regarded, 
nob us no many distinct beings, hut as m-gam nf <um Supremo lloing, 
Indued, in all soil led stales of wicidy, ilio individual lmn always 
boon considered. aH a public functionary, HDing moro or leas 
efficiently a delimit) post, whothw formally appointed lo it or not. 
So fundnmeiiUl a principle line ovov been recognised instinctively 
up Lo tlio period or revolutionary transition, which i now at length 
cowing to an ond; a period in whir.h tho tihutwctivo and corrupt 
character oC organized society roimcd a spirit of aiifirchy wliioh, 
though at llrnt fiivuurahlo l-o pro^aips, Imi now bucomo an ohsUolo 
lo it-. Positivisin, liowonn-, will piano this prmciplo Imyoml ronoh 
of attack, hy giving a Rystoiuatio donionstraLion of it, hnaod on tho 
sum of our scicnlitio knowltxlgu. 

Continiiityof ^"^ ^ l ' s doinoiiHtvftlion will ho tlio intolloRtufil hasia 
tho i).wt witii on \vliieh Uw moral luilluivlty oC Lho u\v 



dopondanco of each important ipwstion, as it ariwa, upon 
co-oporation, and by thin moans to indicate tho right puth of duty, 
For this purpose all thoir Bcioiitido knowlodgo ami cHthullc power 
will bo nocdod, othorwiao social fooling could novor bo dovolopcd 
aulUcionUy to prortuco any Htrong oiVcot upon coiulnct. It would 
never, that in, go further than tho feeling of mow solidarity with 
tho Present, which is only its incipient and rudimontary form. 
We BOO this unfortunate narrowness of viow too ofton in tho best 
socialists, who, Inaving tho present without roots in tho post, would 
carry us headlong towards a futuro of which thoy havo no definite 
conception. In all social phenomena, and ospcoially in those) of 
modern times, tho participation of our prodocoflsora is greater than 
that of our contemporaries. This truth is especially apparent in 
industrial undertakings, for which tho combination of oflbrts 
required is so vast. It is ouv filiation with tho Past, oven moro 
thmi our connection with the Present, which teaches ua that tho 
only real life is tho collective life of tho raco ; that individual life 
has no existence except as an abstraction. Continuity is tho feature 
which distinguishes our raoo from all others. Many of tlio lower 
races avo able to form a union among thoir living members ; but it 
was reserved for Man to conceive and realize co-operation of 



i miiucog uml mistaken antipathy to nil 
forms of inhnnlimco which is now H0 common. Scientific study of 
history would HUOII convince thauo of uur .socialist welters who are 
amcpro oi Ihi'ir mdiml nrror in Ihie ruaptiot. If they were more 
familmr with llui culleutivo inheritance of society, tho value of 
which no HIM am scriuiidy dispute, they would foul loss objootion 
to nihcnlimcn in itH application to individuals or families. Practical 
oxpununci!, innrrovur, bringing thorn into contact with tho facts of 
tho WIHU, will gradually Bhow them tluit without tho sense of 
continuity with Uni Vnt tlioy cannot really understand thciv 
^ohdanty witli iho I'li-wnL 1'or, in tho fiiat pJnco, caoJi individual 
in tho cmiiHo of liin growth p:iaca Rpontnneoiisly througli phases 
um-OHpotidiiiK in a great im-namo to thon. of our historicnl dovolop- 
111011 1 ; mid Dmrofono, without uno knowJcdgo of tho hiatory of 
fioeiuty, lui cmnmt uiuliirsliuid tho hislory of his own life. Again, 
ouch of thuHti suiicoHHivo plutKGH inny ho found nmoiigst tho less 
advanmi nntuniH who do not m yot Hhare in thogcnoral progress of 
Humanity: so that wu cnnnot properly ayiupftUiiw with these 
nations, if wo i^nuro tho wuccuaivo Mtigosof dnvclopmont in Western 
JOuiopu. 'J'lm jinblw BnoialislB and coinmnnihU, those especially 
who liulniiK tn llio working clunBiM, will soon ho alivo to tho error 
and ilnHtfi.T r)f thiwu iDROJisiVitmoics, ttud will supply this deficiency 
in tJii'ii 1 luluciitiun, which at \mw\\l vitiatea thoir efforts. With 
women, Llio jmront nnd most fiponlnncous olomont of the moderating 
powor, Llio priRHts of Humanity will find it loss difiioult to intro- 
duce Ihn lu-oiul principles of liistorlcnl science. They tiro mom 
inclhmd tlian any other C!IIRH to recognise our continuity with tlio- 
1'iifit, being tluniiBijlvoH its original sonrco. 

Without a floiontillo hufis, thoroi'ore, a basis which ^ (t o( 



iUolf rcBt on tho wholo Btnn of Posilivo specula- 

tion, it is hnpoanlhlo for our fiocial sympatliios to ilJu^JS, "ffi 

develop tliomnolves fully, BO as to extend not to tho tnitus. and 

Prcttont only, lint also and still more strongly to fJio monb^p Q ^"! 

Past. And this is tho flrab motive, a motive founded " lon - ! " Bt 9 (l ! 1 of 

,., , , ..,.., ., . . by conujulflion. 

aliko on moral and on intellectual considerations, for 
tho separation of temporal from spiritual power in tho final organi- 
zation of society. Tho more vigorously wo concentrate our efforts 
upon social progress, tho more clearly shall wo fool tho impossibility 
of modifying social phenomena without knowledge of the laws that 




necessary lor Lho diltiiftion 'it llunr priiiuplutt. an uio nnnnr arts 
of lifti il w generally rccogniwil Ihatpnmnpk* nhonld Iw iiwrctliKnlnd 
mid taught by thinkers who nvo not concerned in applying tliom. 
In tht! art of Social Life, HO fnv nmro dilHc.ult anil important than 
any oilier, tho separation ol ibci.ry from practice \ of fur greater 
niomont. Tim wisdom of such a cniirao la obvumK, ami till opposi- 
tion to it will 1m overcome, us noon as it hcwmicH generally 
recognised that nodal phenomena am subject lo invariable laws ; 
laws of BO compliivitcd a character iiml m dnpondnnt upon oLhor 
sciences as to nmhi it doubly neceNnary tlml inimlH of tho highest 
.ortlci- Bhmilil bo specially devoted Lo l-hnir inli'rprulntion. 

But thovo is niiolhoi- aH]>oct of tho question C not lews iinportnnco 
iu aouud polity. Separation of tnmporat from HpiriUnil pcnvfr ia as 
necessary for free individual activity im for wocial co-o]Hiration. 
Humanity JH olmraclcriscil by thu indopendi^noo HH woll us by tlio 
convorgcncG of Uio ituUviduala or fiuuiliiss o which fllio ia cinnpoHcd. 
Tlio latter condition, convergence, is that which wcnves Order j 
but tho formoi' is no less essential to rrogrcwj. Hoth uro aliko 
\ivgt\nt : yut, in mwicnl 1-imos Uuiy \vovo iu(wiu\mUlilo, fov UK^ vcuaou 
that spiritual and temporal power wore alwayn in thn fliimo liandsj 
in tho hands of tho pnuala in aomo casoa, at other timua in lluwo of 
Uio iniliinry c\uol. As long na \\\n StaLo bold Voj-t-.tbuv, Uio iudo- 
pendonco of Uio individual was habitually sacrificed to thu conver- 
gence of tho body politic-. This explains why tho conception of 
Progress ne-vor arose, evun in tbo minds oi Iho numt viaiininvy 
schemers. 'I'ho two conditions woro irrcconcilablo until tl>o Middle 
Ages, when a romurkabln aUumpt, was made to suparato tho modify- 
ing power from tho governing power, and so to mulct) I'oIiUcs 
subordinate to Morals. Co-operation of efforts \vus now placed on 
a different footing. It. was tho result of free assent random! liy (he 
heart and undorstaiidiug to a religious system which laid down 
general rules of conduct, in which nothing was arbitrary, and which 
woro applied to governors as strictly ua to their subjects. Tlio 
consequence was that Catholicism, notwithstanding its extreme 
defects intellectually and socially, produced moral and political 
results of very great voluo. Chivalry arose, a typo of life, in which 
the most vigorous independence was combined with tho most intense 
devotion to a common cause, livery class in Wosloni Society was 
elevated by this union of personal dignity with universal brother- 




especially in .countries untouched by Proloalnittism. By it the 
aucdiroviil KyuLmn prepared Llio way for tlio conception of Humanity; 
fiinco it put mi L-iul to the, fatal opposition in which tlio two 
<slmmeloriliii nttrilmlcs of Humanity, independence and co-opera- 
tion, had hitherto existed, Catholicism brought unity into theo- 
logical rolitfion, and by doing so, h-d to iU doclino ; but it paved 
tho way IOHR beforehand for tho more complete and more real 
principln of unity on whiuh liunian society will bo finally organised. 
.But mcriLorioiiR and uwful aa this premature ntlompt wna, it was 
no run! notation of tho probltun. Tho spirit and temper of the 
pwiod wnro not tipn Tor any doftnilo solution. Thoological bcliof 
and military lifo woro alike inconsistent with any ponnanont 
separation of theoretical and practical powers. It was maintained 
only for u'fcw ciiiitnrirx precarimialy and inadequately, by a sort of 
natural balanno or rathor oscillation Ijotwoon imporialism and 
tlioocracy. Hut 11 in punitive spirit and tlio industrial character of 
modorn times tend naturally lo this division of power ; and when 
it in coiiBf.ioiiHly n-cn^niwd as a principle, Uio difficulty of reconciling 
co-o|)omtion with iiuh(pi)iidnnco will nxist no longer. For in tho 
limb place, Lltn rules to which human conduct will bo subjected, will 
roHt, us in Githclio tiniofl, but to a Htill highor decree, upon porsua- 
flion and convluliun, instead of I'.ompiilfiion. Again, tlio fact of tho 
now Jaith IxsitiK nlwuya RUHcoptibhi of demonstration, roiulora tho 
flpiritual ayntom lioHod on it more elevating as well as moro durable. 
Tho ruloH of Catliolio niomlity M'oro only saved from being arbitrary 
by tho intrudnetion of a aupornatimd \\ r ill as a substitute for more 
human authority. Tlio plan had imdoubUully many advantages; 
lint liborty In tho true aonno waa not socurod by it, since tho rules 
romainod an boforo without nxplanation; it was only their source 
that was (tliangod. Still loss succossful wna tliti subeeqnont attonij>t 
of molaphyaidnna to provo that submisaion to government waa the 
foundation of virtue. It was only a return lo tho old system of 
arbitrary wills, utrippod of tho theocratic sanction to which all its 
ultiimn to respect and its freedom from caprice hud been due. The 
only way to reconcile independence with social union, and thereby 
to reach Into liberty, lies in obedience to tho objective Jaws of the 
world and of human nature ; clearing those as far as possible of all 
that is subjective, and lints rendering thorn amonablo to scientific 
demonstration. Of snch immense consequence to society will it bo 




obedience : it implies tlic devotion of ovovy faculty of our imluro to 
tlio improvement of a world of which wo are in a true some nmsluw. 
Tlio natural laws to which wo owo submission furnish tho basis for 
our intervention ; they direct our ollbrta and give nubility to our 
purpose. Tho moro perfectly they avo UivAvn, Uio movo fvoo will 
ouv conduct become from arbitrary command or sorvile obedience. 
Truo, our knowledge of those laws will vury soldoiu alliim mioh 
precision as to enable us to do altogether without compulsory 
authority. When the intellect is inadequate, the; heart mimt take 
it-s place. TUovo tu'G covUui rules ot lifo I'tir. which it iw difRcuU to 
assign tho oxnct ground, and whore affection must nasiat reaaon in 
supplying motives for obeilioiico. Wholly to flispoimo with ai-ljit- 
rary authority is impossible j nor will il thigrade us to Hiibiiul to it, 
provided that it bo always rognrdotl ns scwindnry to tlic uniform 
supremacy of external La\va, and that ovary stop in Mm development 
of our mental and moral power* slmll restrict iU employment. 
Both conditions are evidently satisfied in tho Positive system of 
lifo. Tho towlonoy of modem industry iul scioimu is to nwko AIR 
lesa dependent on individual caprice, as well us move aasimilablo to 
the universal Organism. Positivism therefore secures tho Hborty 
and dignity of man by its demonstration that social phenomena, 
like all others, are subject, to natural hiws, which, within certain 
limits, are modifiable by wise notion on the part of society. Totally 
contrary, on tho other hand, in tlio spirit of metaphysical schemes 
of polity, in which society is supposed to have no spontaneous 
impulses, and is handed crvov to tlio will of Uio legislator. In those 
degrading and oppressive schemes, union is purchnaod, as in ancient 
times, at tho cost of independence. 

In these two ways, then, Positive religion influences Uio practical 
life of Humanity, in accordance with tlio natural laws that regulate 
her existence. ]?irst, the sense of Solidarity with Uw Present, is 
perfected by adding to it tho sense of Continuity with tho Past; 
secondly, tho co-operation of her individual agents is rondo-red 
compatible with their independence. Not till this is done cun 
Polities become really subordinate to Morals, and tho fooling of 



iH miiy uu, W m always DO modified by morality 
Whore-Hi in .ill mi><iiiihyi*itMl ny^nis ,,f polity nothing i 3 provided 
for but Uiii niiiili'H nf HCIUKH Lo uovmiment and Uio limits of its 
vrjmi]i'|wi-lijnwl; nu pcmdph* tito given (o direct its applica- 
tion or Li I'Muliln m lu form u ri^ht judgment of it. 

From thin Krimml vimv of Uio practical sorvieo of XwtHtivo 
lltiiimnily, wn {HIM nnw to tlm two luulhiy divisions SnSy i. 
of tin- Hubjt'cL ; with Llio view tf coinpluUng onr coil- fl ! in ff" 1 >v Cl " 
coptiuji (if dm fmiiliitiii-ulul prinuiplo of Positive CwiIl" llllP 
Polity, Uiii ( ri(>|iamliiiii of tniuimnil from Hphittml ixiwor. r wcr ' 
Tliu (icticji of HiiiiMiiiLy i-uklw ailhoc to lior oxlonml circuni- 
or U) Lln fiu-.U of liur own iinturo. ]'jich of tliosu two (roat 
H iiivolviiH liDlh Unlt-r and PrugruaBj but Mio Jlrst mlnlea 
mum H|H!uilly to tlio ]ii\!Hurviilitm of lior uxislciico, Llio second to 
hor pitiKruHsivii ildVi-IojmiistiL lluniunity, like ovory otlior or#m- 
isni, iniH In iu:(, uiictiiiHiiifjIy on tlio Biiiroiintling world in order to 
inninliiiu mill i-xti-uil lir inuLuiitil oxislunco. Xliua tlio chief object 
wf Jjui- jtrlic(il litti is in mitMy llio wnnte of our jiliysiail nature, 
wnnts which iii'ui'Hsitfiti! contituuil ropiotluciion of nmtorials in 
BiillloiuiiL ijimiiLitioii. 'J'liJK jiioiluction noon comts to dopoml jnoro 
on Um cii.opcsuition of fmmjHuivn ^nuniUona thnn OH Unit of con- 
toinniiniriuH. ICvoti in thuno luwur but indispensable functions, wo 
work pi-inm|ml[y for our BHccoBSors, and tho results that wo enjoy 
ni'H in ^runt jHirt dun to thoso that IIRVO gone boforo ua. Each 
goiicwlidit pmdticotj iiioro itifttorin! wonltlt tlinn is required for its 
own wanlH ; and tho nnu of thu eurplus is to facilitJito tho labour 
mid )m>i>mo tbn iiminLciuuitio of tho generation following, Tlio 
a^ontH in tliiH tmnrtinmaioii of woiiltli naturally tula* tho load in tho 
indiiHlriiil iiuivuiniint ; winco tho possussion of provisions and instiu- 
iiimi U of production given nn ailviinldgo which can only bo lost by 
unusual inaipauity. And llita will aoldoin happun, bccauso capital 
miiimlly tuiulrt to acounittldto with tiioso who jnoko a cautious and 
skilful UBU of it. 

(JiipUnliula Limn will bo tho tompoml cliiofa of modern socinty, 
Tlioir dfllco in coiisucmtod in Positive toligiott ns that of tho nutriUvo 
(jrgiina of Uumnnity; orwmie which collect nnd prnpnro tho materials 
iRicoaHnvy for lifo, and wliioh nlso diatribulo them, subject always to 
tlio innuoiico of a modifying contml organ. Tho dirootand palpable 
' of Ihoir functions is n stimtilus to pride; and in every 
18 
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reason ami to mommy. iiciico uiu m-m UL . L....... ,..... ..* ...-. 

forces to oxcrciso a constant check upon the hardm-ss with wine)] 
they are so apt to nso their authority. Ami Urn luailft UB to the 
second of tho two great functions of Humanity. _ 

no ..ro This function is antilogous ti> that of Inumntwrn n\ 
individuals. Its object is tho advancement of Jlunia- 
nity, whether in physical or Btill nu.ro m iM.lW.Uml 

nm j , nom ] n8 j )C (jlS. l.t llli^lll HOOllt nl llVHt Bl^ht 1'C- 

striclwl, na in lowoi oi>;niBni, to lliu Bccondftry ujViuft 
of nssistin" tlio nutritivo function. Soon, liowovcr, it duvi'lopfl 
miolituiB pcculinr to itself, qunlitica on M-hicli oui- highest hnp)ncj.s 
depends. And thus wo nu K lit iinnpiiio thnt life wna to bo mitivdy 
uivon up to tho frco play of rcnfioii, iiuoiiinlion, and fcchiiK, wuro 
wo not constantly forced back hy tho i'coesitiu8 of our i)hyaicnl 
nntura to loss doli^hlful ocoupiitions. Thorntoni Uiw JiitolU'iitiml 
and moral function, notwitlmlniuliiiB its onnnciico, cnu luivcr lio 
Minrcmo in our nnturo; yot indopondontly of ita intrinsic chnnn, it 
forms our nrincipal moans, wholhcr usml ci.nscionsly or olluinvwo, 
in controlling tho soinowlint blind action ot thn milriuvo divans. 
It is in women, whoso function is unnlogous to tlmt of tho ullcutivo 
organs iu tho individual brain, that wo find this modifying mlluonco 
in its purest and most snonlnnoone form. But tlio lull value of 
their influence is not realised until they not in combination with Uio 
philosophic class ; which, though itft direct energy is flinnll, is as 
indifipensahlo to tho collective Owmism ns the spccnlutivu fumstinns 
of tho brain arc- to tho individual. Besides thcsn two ossuntial 
olomonts of moral power, wo find, when Humanity roaohcs linr 
maturity, a third element which completes tho constitution of this 
power nnd furnishes ft basis for ils political action. This third 
oloinont is tlio walking class, whoso inllucnco may bo regarded as 
the active function in tho iimorvation of tlio social Organism. 

It is indeed to Iho working class that wo look for tho only pos- 
sible solution of tho groat human problem, tlio victory of Social 
feeling over Self-love. Their want of leisure, and their poverty, 
excludes them from political power ; and yet wealth, which ifi tho 
Wis of that power, cannot bo produced without thorn. They am 
allied to tho spiritual power by tho similarity of their tastes and of 
their circumstances. Moreover, they look to it for systematic 
education, of tho importance of which not merely to their happiness, 




niiu Lim cimnii IIL \vmui m nnro wrongly impressed on tlioin by tlioir 
ox|ieiu'iini of lifo. An llmir Htroiiglh lioa in millibars, they Imvo A 
Hiwlwv U'Hili'iw.y In umou Umn wpiUUttla, who, having in ihoiv own 
liiimU u power wliicli limy tiro apt lo suppose resistless, hfivo no 
muih motive fur itHHiieiiil-iim. Tlmy will givo thoir energetic support 
to thii prii'HlliDiid in iln ulI'iH-U tu control Ilia ixbuso of tlio power of 
wealth, mill in I'vvry ix>Hjx>ot tliuy aro prepared to nccopt nntl onfotco 
it innnil inlhu'iicn. .Hiiing ut onco apoeiul nnd gonornl, prnctical 
and H\u'.f.uliaivu, uuil nl llui wiuw timu always nuimalcd by stmug 
syinpiLlliifH, limy form an inlc'inu'ilinlo link bolwcon tlio prnclicd 
ntnl lltnui'LtUiuil jtuwornj cuuiHKiLuil with tlio ono by tho nood of 
QiliiuiUnii itinl ('(iiiiiKcl, and wiLh tlio olhor by tlio necossitios of 
labour nnd HiilwirilciKtu, 'L'lui pooplo ruprcaont tlio nolivity of tho 
Buprtiini! lining, HH wuiuon ropmsont its sympathy, find philososphora 

its inii-iii'i'.i. 

JJnb in 1.1 10 ui^iinixocl nc.tiuii of l-hoso Ihroo ovgnns of innorvation 
upitii tlm oruim of ftituinl nnlrition, it must bo burno in mind Ihot 
tlm Intli'i' urn nul tu IID iinpuilud in llioir funcUoiiB. Tho control 
oxoruimid IH lo 1m of a kind thill will onnoblo tlioin by soiling their 
IinpttrUuico in ila U-uo lij{Ht. Truo, wo uro not to oncoitmgo tho 
foolirtli utii! iniinoKil priilo of modem capitalists, wlio look upon 
IhummiKvH ua tho croftlora ond flolo nrbitors of Lhoir material power, 
tlio fuundiitioiiH of which aro in roality duo lo tho combined action 
of thoir )irilnci'flsora nnd coiiUimponiricB. Thoy ought to bo 
rogardcd himjily IIH imblio fiincLionadoa, rosponsiblo for tho aclminia- 
Lmlion uC tupilnl mid Lho diroclion of intlualrial enterprise. t But afc 
Iho ennui linio wo must bo careful not to underrate tho immense 
value of thoir function, or in any way obstruct iLa performance. All 
this follows nt unco from tlio policy of Sopurrttion of Powers. _ Tho 
rcBptitiHihillly \inil(!i' wliioli it in hero pvopoaod to plnco capitalists is 
nuroly nuinil, wliuraia motaphysioiana of Ihe revolutionary school 
IiavonUvayB boon in favour of political cooroion. In cases whore 
tho rich iWKlool thoir duty, tho Positive priostliood will resort m 
Iho !irnl iimlnnco Lo ovory method of conviction nnd porwion. Uiat 
can bo migyuatod by tho education which tho rich have received m 
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lUc oxtiotuo length of p.ocinl cxcmumunicatuni, the efficacy of which, 
in cases wlicro it dcnerved iiml received general awi'iil, would bo 
ovoii gronlor Limn in tlm Middle Ages; llio orgaiii/ulion of llio 
spiritual power in those times being very imperfect. .l!ut oven in 
this case tho moans used for roprcsnin are of a puivly moral kind. 
Tlio increasingly rnvo eases that cull for political iiu-UHiiroH boloiiy 
oxchiaivoly to Urn piaviiicu of tho Iciniioml puwt-i'. 

HorcdiLni-y trmismisBiiHi of wealth him IJUL-II 8li'uiif,'ly condoinnod 
by metaphysical wriloiu But il is iiftiu- all u imturnl nuulo of 
transmission, ami Lho moral discipline nhovo duncnlu'd will bo n 
Biitficionfc chock ujMin i[n worst abuses. "When llio fit-iiHii of ])uly is 
substituted for tho suiisu of liiglit, it mfiltorH liltlo who may bti Urn 
possessor of nny givun power, provided il ho woll mud. ilnhorU 
tnnco, ns Positivism shows, hna great fiituial advunliiiiCM, especially 
when npplied to functions which roquiru no uxtmordinary ca]iai;ity, 
and which aro best lourntin tho (ruining of dumestio lifo. Taking 
tlio inovfll ]ioint of viuw, wo lind thut men who huvo bi-cii nlwuye 
accustomed to wcnltli aio morn disposed lo 1m goncrniifi than Ihouis 
who Imvo amnsBcd it gmdnnlly, however howmrabl" thn nn-aiid 
used. Inhorilanco was originally tho mode in which all functions 
were transmitted ; and in tho cnso of wwilih tliLM'u is no reason why 
it should Jiot always continue, ninco tho mere prusorvuliuii of wcaltli, 
wilhouL refcronco to its um|>luymont, rcquirus but litt-lo n]iu{iial 
ability. Thoro is no guarantee that, if other guardians of capital 
wore appointed, tho public would ho bettor served. Modern 
industry hns long ago proved llio iidminiatrative superiority of 
private enterprise in commercial frmiHaclious ; and all social func- 
tions that admit of it will gradually pass into private management, 
always excepting the great theoretic functions, in which combined 
action will ovur bo necessary. Declaim as tho envious will 
against hereditary wealth, iUi possessors, when they have a good 
disposition moulded by a wise education and a healthy etato of 
public opinion, will in many cases rank amongst tho most useful 
organs of Humanity. Il> is not tlio class who constitute tho moral 
force of society, that will give vent to those idle cbinulimilfl, or at 
least they will bo confined to those individuals among them who 
fail to understand tho dignity and value of their common mission 
of elevating man's aUedtions, intellect, and energies. 
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AcLivo (!liis xliimlil Hiippot-t tho Speculative- cltiSR. Tlio necessity 
of both tlu's.i cmiditinm is ovutenl ; without them Uw affective and 
flpcGiiliilivt) funr.lioiiH of Humanity cannot bo adequately performed. 
Privnl.il niul imblin wMfaronvo fin dnn\ily involved iu Urn iufluenoB 
exorcised by L'Vi'liutf over tho mHlnctual ntul activo powers, that 
wo fthiill tlo wiill (.0 floeuro that inllnoncn, ovon at tho cost of 
runutviiu,' "ii" liulf "f tlio race from industrial occupations. Even 
in tlio \tnvml tri lies of HSWUJJOS wo fiiul tlio otrongor gox recognising 
Romo oMi^iiMmiH LuwanlH thn wonkor ; ami it is this wliich cl'istin- 
RiiiBliiiH hitinun Iiu'i', oviin in its conraor forma, from nnimnl appetite. 
Willi cvnry fllnp in llio prnHims of JTunmniLy wo find tho obligation 
inoro iliRtiur.tly nuknowloilyod, and nioro fully sntisficd. In Posi- 
tivo rflliKidii \l biicmnnn u fniulnniontal duty, for wluch cadi 
indiviilnul, or nvtm noeicty, when i(, may bo nocossnry, will bo liold 
rcs|ioni1)lo. .\rt In OKI Rucoml jirincipln, it is ono which hns been 
nlivmly mhniLltid hy former systi'ins ; and, iu spilo of tho anarchy in 
wliich wn Itvn, it lias imvcr hwm wholly diacarclod, at, lonst in coun- 
tficw whirh liiivo bonii uimfl'nelod by tho individualist tendencies of 
PvnVoHUnliwm. l.'iwiUviftHi, howovov, wliilo adoplii^ tho prmciplo 
n iinlinpuiiH!iblo to tho Uuiorotic ftinnlions of Hunianity, will employ 
it frtv muvo Rpfli - inf(ly lhi\iv (JflUniUwsin, U\o decay o which was 
very nuicli lumtoiioil by its oxconaivQ wealth. If temporal and 
Him-iUml powca- mo voftlly to bo eopuvatod, philoaonhoi's should have 
a litllo to do with wealth as with government, liosombling women 
in thoii' nxrhifiioii from political power, thoir position as to wealth 
should ho liko Unit of Iho working classes, proper rogard being had 
to tho roquircinonta of their office. Jly following this course, they 
may b confldonl thai, the purity of thoii opinions and advice will 
novfii- bo called in {(uo&tion. 

Thnao two conditions tlion, Capilalists, as tho normal adminis- 
trators of tho common fund of wunlth, will bo expected to satisfy. 
Thoy nnmt, that in, RO rontilalo tho distribution of wages, that 
woiiion fllnill bo volonaoil from work; and thoy must soo that 
prniior I'omunonitioii is given for inlolloctual lahonr. To oxnofc tho 
porfovmanoo of those conditions scorns no onay task ; yet until they 
ai'o Haliflllod, tho equilibrium of our social economy will remain 
unstable. Tho institution of property mn bo maintained no longer 
upon tliu nntcmablo ground oJ poramml rigliU Itfl pvonont posacasors 
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thon bo regarded with tho highest reaped, fur all will fool that I ho 
existence of Humanity depends on it. Aliko on intellectual and on 
movivl grounds, Bocioty will ropudiiito tho envious passions nnd - 
subversive views which aro aroused at present by Iho unfounded, ' 
claims of property, and by its repudiation, ninco ilio MiiliUo Ayof*, 
of every real moral obligation. Kich mon will feiil that principles 
like those, leaving us thoy do so largo o margin of voluntary action i 
to tho individual, avo tho only method of escaping from Iho political , 
oppression with which thoy aro now Uirwilcnnd. Tim free concen- 
tration of capital will thon bo remVily accepted m nucuBsary lo its 
social usefulness ; for groat duties imply great pmvorw. 

. , This, then, is tho way in which tho pricflln of 
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tion nt in-lent* HrtiYmmly may nopo to vegiMioimo tlio nuvtuvuu powor 
'""iiuiiats f wo <d L h, and bring tho nutritive functions of society 
into harmony with tho other ])nrls of tho body pulilin. 
TUo coutoata for which as yot thoro are but too many motives will 
Hum ccnso j tho People without loss of dignity will give free piny 
to their natural instincts of re-spool, ami will bw n willing lo uccupt 
tlio authority of their political rulers as to place conCidonco in their 
spiritual guides. Thoy will fcol that true happiness has no nectary 
connection with wealth; that it depends, ftu* nioro on froo play being 
given to their intellectual, moral, and social qualities; and tlmt in 
this respect thoy aro nioro favourably si tun tort than those nbovo 
them. Thoy will conso lo aapiro to the enjoyments of wealth nud 
powor, leaving them to those whoso political activity Wjiiiras that 
sttong etimulua. Kach man's ambition will bo lo tlo his wwk wall; 
and after it is ovor, to perform his moro general function of assisting 
tho spiritual powor, anil of taking ]iart in Iho formation of Public 
Opinion, by giving his best judgment upon passing ovunts. Of tho 
limits to bo observed by tho spiritual powor tho Pooplo will bo well 
Rwaro ; imil they will accept nouo which iloOB not Hubovdinato tho 
intellect to tho heart, and guanintco tlio purity of its doulrino by 
strict abstinence from political power. By an appeal to the principles 
of Positive Polity, thoy will at once check any foolish yielding on 
tho part of philosophers to political ambition, nud will restore tho 
temporal power to its pvopov placo, Thny \viH bo awavo that 
though the general principles of practical lifo rest upon Science, It 
is not for Science to direct their application. Tlio inonpaoity of 
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tlio capitalist IH netion and authontutivo direction. This is tho only 
right ilintnltiition of power ; and tho people will insist on main- 
taining it in ilH iiHi-grity, suoing, as thoy will, tliat without it the 
liannonioiiH <>xinti)uco nf Iluiumiity is impossible. 

I'Yfun thm viuw of tho practical sido of tho religion 
nf Humanity Uki-n in connection with its intellectual 
and niortil widn, wo may fonu n general conception of 
tho linal ivin'tfiwix.'itiim of political institutions, by J"ti f IMS 
which nloim tliu givat Kiwolntinn can bo brought to a waiVl?. 1 * l " 
close. [!ut tho timo for oluioting tliis reconstruction 
linn lint yut cmiH). Tlu'i'G muat 1m a previous reconstruction of 
opinions and huhils oflifu upon tho basis laid down by Positivism ; 
and fur thin at least mm generation is required. In the interval, all 
political measures must rotain their provisional character, although 
in framing [limn tho linal sin to is always to he taken into account. 
As yut untliing oan ho a!d to liavo boon established, except tho 
mornl principle nil which Positivism rests, tlio subordination of 
l'iilil.i(!.H to Morak For this is in fact implicitly involved in tho 
proclamation of u Hopublic in Franco ; a slop which cannot now bo 
recalled, and which implies that each cHi/on is to devote nil his 
to tlio Horvico of Humanity. But with regard to tho social 
iy which alono this principle can bo carried into effect, 
iU bum's )HW lieon hud down by Positivism, it has not yob 
received tho sanction of tlio Public. It may bo hoped, however, 
that tho motto which I have put forward as descriptive of tho now 
political philosophy, Order and Proyrcsa, will soon be adopted 
HponUuiooiiBly. 

In tho llret or nogiitivo phaso of tho Involution, nil r i,. a ii-oroiu- 
that WIIH tlonu was utterly to repudiate llio old political tionaty motto; 
ayHtoin. No indication whatever was given of tho stato j^mii^y, " 
of things which was to succeed it. The molto of tho 
tinii!, Liberty and J.fyuality t is an exact roprosonlation of this state 
of things, tho conditions expressed in it being utterly contradictory, 
and incompatible with organixatiou of any kind. For obviously, 
Liberty KIVOB free scopo to superiority of all kinds, and especially 
to moral unit mental superiority j eo that if a uniform level of 
Kquality is insisted on, freedom of growth is chocked. Yet incon- 
sistent as tho molfo was, it was admirably ndaptod to tho destructive 
torn per of tholimo; a time when hatred of tho Past compensated 




influence of tho historical Hpivil win ^ivi-u at llm viM-y Uuiu when 
tho anti-historicid spirit liml reached ils climax. 

Tho long period of rnnoliim ivhwh micft'^Nnl Urn flrnt crisis #nw 
vise to no political motto of any impnrliincn. it wan n period for 
which men, of miy vigour of thought, ami character could lint, Imt 
fccl secret repugnance. It pmilucntl, however, n iinn'owul conviction 
tlmL tlio iiiol-npliysicnl policy of tlio ruvcilulitniiHls wn (if no nvnil 
for coustvuctivo puvposrs. And it ynvo riso lo Urn historical wn-lcB 
of tho Xoo-CnLhoIiu ficlind], \vhu:h \iropavrd llm way fur 
by giving Lho first fnir npprcciuLiim nf iho iMitlillo A^CH, 
Sccundinot- ^^ k' 10 Crninlor-vovolul-ion, Ijt^uu )jy If 
lo \oY* rty cfljr ' m ^ t-o its full lun^th \>y llinmpurlo, nml 
by tho IJouvboiia, carno to iw fiid in llui 
outbreak of 1830. A noiitrul period of tiiglitium yinns 
and ft now motto, LHwt)/ and J.'itl>h'n ()r<li-r, wan t 
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adopted. Tliis motto ws very oxprepsivo uf tliu puliticul 
of tlio timoj ninl tho nioro so UmO it IU-OHO 8p<muuu'.mmly, \vUluiiil 
ovor receiving nny fonnnl sanctioit. It oxprcHPnil llm ponoml 
fcoling of tho [Jtiblio, who, fueling Hint tho sucrot at tho political 
fuUivo was posacsaod by nono of tho existing pnititiw, crmUnitotl 
itsolf wiLli pointing onL tho two oonditiona usscnliul m a \ii'ci|mvati(m 
for it. It was an iin])rovoiiicnt on tho first motto, Ixiwumo it indi- 
cated nioro clearly that tho ultimate purposo of tho vovnlutitni ivus 
construction. It got, i-id ol Uio nnli-dncinl notion of KqimliLy, AH 
tho moral advantages O f 1'.(uialil,y without its politicnl ilaiiRinii 
oxietod already in tho fooling of Fraternity, which, ninco Iho Middle 
Agoa, lias become Bnificmnlly diiFimed in Western J'Uiropo to uootl 
no special {onnula. Agnin, Una motto introduced ompiiicnlly llio 
groat conception of Order ; nndovstandinf! it of counn in tho limited 
eonso of material order at homo and abroad. No deeper inonmiift 
was liltoly to bo attached to Lho word in a tiino of euuh inoulnl and 
morcil anarchy. 

Third mot- B^ with tho adoption of tho Kcpnblican priuciplo in 

8iJSSi w " ld 1849 ' tllfl lltilit y of tllis provisional motto ceased, .l.'or 
tho liovohition now outorcd upon its positive phase j 
whicli indocd, for nil philoaophicfll miiuls, liml boon nlrcntly 
inaugurated by my discovery of iho laws of Social Science, But 
tho taot of its having fallen into disuse is no reason for going baole 



wilh the. other mottoes of which wo have been finoaldtij/, 
probability of its adnplimi. Knch of them, like all coml 
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combinations, 

whether in tho inonil or physical world, is composed of two olc- 
monla ) mul t-hn liwt lins 0110 of Us olcments in common with tlio 
second, s tlio second hns in coinniou with tlio first. Moreover, 
Liberty, the. clotmmt common to Uio two first, is in renlity confninoil 
in tlio third ; sincn nil 1'i-o^rcsa iinplicH Liberty. .Uiit Order is put 
fnrpiiiiiHt, hi-ciiHRo tlio word wlinro inti'inlcd to cover tlio wliolo field 
Umt pvitpn-ly 1 wliin^ *" it. Tt includes things privfito ns well as 
pulilii!, tliiKii'olicul as woll rvs pmeticnl, moral as well ns political. 
I'rfiKVCHB in put next, nn (,lio nitd fov which Owlet oxists, and ns tho 
moilo in wliiuli it should 1) ninnifcstoil. Tina conception, for which 
tlio (iriHJH of 17H9 priipurcd tho wtiy, will bo our guiding principle 
Uivinij*lu)\\l, U\o ctimU-up.livft \<\wm of U\o Woslcvn Kcvululkm. Tlw 
vncoitoiliiition of (Irdt't uiul Pnigrcpfl, M'liicli had Iiithcrto bcoti 
iinposHiMn, in now nu accepted fact for all nclvnnccd minds. For 
tho pnhlio tliifi in not yob tho cast; but since, tho closo of tho 
Coiinlor-riivnlulion in 1830, all minds Imvo been tending unconsci- 
o\\uly (\\ Ui\a lUvccLiou. Tlio tendency becomes &UU uiovu atriViuy 
by oinitrowt with an nppoflilo movement, tho increasing identity of 
l>rin<!tl>l(!H hotwoGii tho roiietioimry nnd tho anarchist solioola. 

But iivcn it wo suppose accomplished what is yot 
only in jirofipfT.t, ovon if tlio fnndamonlnl prinniplo of ^iie^ViMLo 
onv' InUivo \iolity wovo ticcoplcd and nubticly ratified by r^ of trnl " 
tho adoption of this motto, yot permanent reconstruc- 
tion of political institutions would still bo premature. Before this 
can 1) attempted, tho upiviliml ilorrojfiiuni nuist bft icrmiimted. 
1'or this object, in which nil hearts nnd minds, especially unions 
Uw workins cltiraoa nnd nmoiiR women, iniwl, unite thoirofTorts with 
thoao of tho jihilosophic priesthood, at least one generation is 
roquiioil. 3>uring this period governmental policy should bo 
nvowodly provisional ; its one object should bo to maintain what IB 
ao GBBtmlial to our nlalo of transition, Order, at homo and abroad. 
IIoTO, U)n, Positivimn aufncos for tho task ; by explaining on bisto- 
ttail priiiuiplos tho stage that wo havo loft, and Unit at which we 
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ultimately nrrivc, it enables us to uiidorslaml Uio e 
the inloimediiito sliiye. 

I'nwiUr die- '^' 10 fl0 ' u ''' otl f l- n(! problem consists in a newrevohi- 
lAtni-NiiipwHii nonary govern tni'ii I, adapted to tho 1'omtivo phaso of 
BL>ectii!" tho Involution, as tho admirablo niHtilutiona of Iho 
Cnnvcnlion worn to its wguUvo pliane. Tho principal 
foatun's of finch a government would bo perfect freedom of spcedi 
and dinuimiou, mid at tbo same limn political preponderance) of tho 
central authority with proper guaniiiU'i's for ltn purity. To noeuro 
perfrct freedom of discussion, various im-amm-H would bn taken. ;\11 
pfimlUi'S mid lines which ni pn;sen\, Immprr it nctioii wtnild bo 

A^ain, till dilficultics in tho wtiy of eviUi'.if-iUH l\w pvivulw ebuvimLov of 
public mtjii, duo to tlm disgraceful Ic'^jsluti'iu of tho p^ychoIo^JHlp, 
would bo removed. Lastly, nil ollicml Brunts to ihoolo^ictil ami 
int'liiphypiVal institutions would bo dini!onlimii'd ; for while theso 
remain, freedom of instruction in Iho Inum-itM) cannot bo Raid to exist. 
M'] th such substantial giiaranlooa there will bo litllo fear of reuc- 
tioiiftry tendencies on fh part of tho oxoculivcj and contieiiuenlly 
no danger in allowing it to tulco that npontiduiipy ovui 1 tho elceloval 
body M-hicli, iri the present stalo of menial and mural aniirchy, is 
absolutely necowary for tho mmnluiinnai of miiterinl order. (Jn lliia 
plan Vbo >"rcneU nsaunddy would bo reduced to about two hun- 
di-L'd members ; mid its only duly would bo to voto tbo budget 
proposed by thn flimnco cowittiUcu of Hovonnnoiil, i\nd to audit ilio 
accounts of Iho pnsl yeav. All nxctulivo or IUH> B 'KV\VO )ei\8uvcs 
would como within Iho province o[ tho ceiilml power; Uio only 
condition being Unit, tltoy should lirat ho mtbmiUed to fruo dis- 
cnssion, whethoi- by joiirnuls, public meoting.H, or indmdunl 
thinker.?, though such discussion shwild not bind tho govontinciit 
legally. Tim progressive clmrnclor of tlio government thus Kimnin- 
tced, wo bayo next to sco Hint, tho men v/lio composo it shall bo 
such as firo likoly to cnrry out tho jn'oviaioiidl and purely practical 
purpose with whitli it ia instituted. On Positive principles, it IB 
to tbo working clnsses tlmt wo should look for tbo only statesmen 
wovtby of succeeding to tho stnlcsmon of tbo Convention. Tliroo 
of BHC.U men would be vcqmvod for Uio cuutml govovnmont. Tlioy 
would combine tlio functions of a miuiftlvy with those of monarchy, 
ono of thorn taltinp; tho direction of iVmiigu allftivB, nuotbov o 
Home adiiirs, Uio third of Finance. Tlmy would convoke and tUs- 
solvu tho electoral power on their own responsibility. Of this body 
Iho majority would in a short lime, without any law to that oflbct, 
consist of tho larger capitalists ; for the ofilca would bo gratuitous, 



central government; ma since u would consist ot tlnco persons, its 
continuity might bo maintained, ami tlio traditions of the previous 
generation, _as woll us tlio tendencies of tlio future, and tlio position 
uclually existing, might nil bo represented. 

Such n government, though of course retaining somo revolutionary 
features, would conio as near to tlio normal state as is at prcsout prac- 
ticable. For its province would bo entirely limited to material 
qucHtioun, and the only anomaly of importanco would be Iho fact 
of choosing rulers from tlio working clas-scs. formally, tins class 
in oxiiludinl from political administration, which falls ultimately into 
tlio bauds of capitalists. Rut the anomaly is 30 obviously do- 
pomlont simply on tho present condition of affaire, and will bo so 
rosivicLcd in its application, that tlio working classes avo not likely 
to bo seriously dfimoraliaud by it. Tlio primary object being to 
infuse morality into practical life, it is clear thnt working men, 
whoso minds and hearts arc ]icculiarly accessible to moral influence, 
aro for tho present best qualified for political power. No check 
meantime is placed on tho action of tho capitalists; and this provi- 
sional poliuy prepares tho way for their ultimate accession to power, 
by convincing them of tho urgent need of private and public 
regonoraUon, without winch they can never bo worthy of it. I3y 
this corn-so, ton, it becomes easier to bring tho consultative influence 
of a spiritual power to bear upon modern government. At first such 
influence can only bo exercised spontaneously ; but it will become 
more and more systematic with every now stop in tho great philo- 
sophical renovation on which U\o final rcovgtuuwvtion of society is 
based. 

Tho propriety of the provisional policy hero recommended is 
further illustrated by tlio wido scopo of its application. Although 
auggcBted by the difficulties peculiar to the position of France, it is 
equally adapted to other nations who arc sufficiently advanced to 
take part in the groat revolutionary crisis. Thus tho second phaso 
of tho Devolution is at onco distinguished from the first, by having 
an Occidental, as opposed to a purely National, character. And 
the fact of the executive government being composed of working 
men, points in tlio same direction ; since of all classes working 
men ore tho most free from local projudicns, and have tho strongest 
tendencies, both intellectually and morally, to universal union. 
ivon should this form of government bo Limited for somo years to 
Franco, it would bo enough to remodel tho old system of diplomacy 
throughout tho West. 
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in which Urn auhjrcl nf provisional government will bo found 
discussed in greater dotnil. 

Quiet at homo and pnnco nhrnml lifting Rocnvcd, wo 
i r - 8 ^ ft ^ ''" ft ^ uohvilhfiUindinp t ' 1 " continuaiim of men- 
Inl nnd moral nnnvcliy, to proceed nclivnly willi Um vast 
work nf social rogmicrution, with tho certainty of full liborty o[ 
thought nnd expression. ]?ov Uiiw i>\tvpuao it will lio dcrnvnUlo to 
InaLilulo tlm jiliiloaophicnl and pnlilical ns-incintiou to which I 
alluded in Iho lust voluum of my " Tnsitivo VIiiliiKopliy "(iHiblishcd 
in 1813), nmlcr tlio liLlo of "Ponilivo Ouuilninal Coniinillyo". Ila 
sitUiigH would usually lie hold in Vnvin, and it would amm&t, in Iho 
llrat plnco, of oiglit I'Voiichmon, BOVUJI lOiKliHlnncii, nix (iminans, 
five Ilnlinns, nml four 8pmiink ThiH would 1m i-nouKli t/i 
rcjircscnt fnirly Uio jirinoi]ia\ divisions oE onli i>i)]mldiiii. Gov- 
uumy, fov iusUiico, \n\^ aoiid <v Dulolnimn, n .I.M-iiHHian, n Swede, a 
Dnno, a Bnvarifin, and an Anfllrinn. Ho, too, l\n: I'lrilinn momljors 
Tiiight coino rospoc.livoly from I'icdinonfc, T-oinlninly, TiiHcnny, Iho 
lloninn Btfiioa, nwl Uiu two Sicilies. Again, CftUlouiu, (JnaUUo, 
AndaUifiia, and Portugal would ndornmtoly represent, Iho Spanish 
Peninsula. 

Tluia wo should liavo n sorb of ponnnnont Council ot Lno now 
Church. Each of tho three olcmcuta o tho innikmting power 
should bo admitted into it ; and it, might also contain such monihow 
of tho governing class aa wero fnifllciontly rngcnoralnd to bo of neo 
in forwarding tlio goiKirnl movement, '.thoro ahonld 1m jimciicnl 
men in this council aa well a philosophers. Hero, an clHowhoro, it 
will bo principally from tho working claasos that mich practical 
co-opomtion will como; ljul no auppovt, if given aincoroly, will ho 
Tojcclcd, oven should it emanate fvom tho cloBROH who nvo dcaliucd 
to oxtinction. It in also most important for Iho purposes of this 
Council that tho third olomont of Iho modorating power, womon, 
should bo included in it, ao as to roprosont Iho fundamental prin- 
ciple of tho preponderance of the heart over tho understanding. 
Six Indies should bo chosen in addition to tho thirty momhorfl above 
mentioned ; of thoao, two would bo iKronch, and ono from ouch of 
tho other nationa. Besides thoiv ordiimvy nphoTQ of influence, it 
will bo thoir spocial duty to dissomintito Pnsitiviem among our 
Southern brethren. It is an office that I had reserved for my 




nitf Ltict N[nnliinl mioiTcgnum which is now tlio solo obstacle to 
fticlnl^ niffl'Huhitidii. Tliciy will Coward tlio development anil 
di/TuHicm (if J'miiivium, ami malco practical application of its 
principle*, iinill ways Llmt uro htmounibly open lo them. Instrnc- 
tioii of nil IcimlH, (irtil or wi-iltuii, popular or philosophic, will fall 
within Hum- pmvincu ; but thuir chief aim will bo to inaugurate llio 
wiiwliip of Ituinunity Hit fur rm tliut in possible. Ami already a 
lii-giiuiiiig in piwm'lili', HO fur at lonsl an tlio ayslom of commomonu 
lion in citimcriiuil. I'.tJitiualiy tiiuy nuiy f^ivo a ilircct proof of llio 
iiituriiiilioiml cliiinictur of tlio I'tmitivo BysLuin, by bringing forward 
xuvurnl ( tn(>iiHun!ri, tliu utility of wljicU 1ms long been rccogmacil, 
lull wliich linvH Imon iic'Kluclrol fnr want of soiuo coulrnl aulhoi-ity 
plnccil litiyinul UHI roueli of national rivalry. 

(liuiuf Mm muni inpiortiiut of awcli inoiBiiroB would llftv .9 pcMo " tnl 
tm tliu fHUliIiihincnl o( a AVcstorn naval force, with 
ihu LwofnM (tlijoct, of |irulc.cting tlio Hona, and of assisting geogra- 
phical nud flcii'iilifio discovery. H should bo rocruitecl nnd sup- 
pui'Lod by nil Ilvo linmolios of tho Ocaidunlal family, and would 
thus bo a i^md Hubatituto for the adinimblo inaliLiUion of uiaritinio 
Clilvalry wliinh foil with Catholicinm. On its iltis tho Vositiviat 
inotto would imlurnlly bo iiiHcribod, and ihua would bo for tho first 
U'mo puhlidy vccogninod. 

Anotlii)!' luonaurc, concclvoil in tho anino spirit, would 
soon fnlUiw, utio wliicli bun boon long dosirod, but djJjU" 1101 " 11 
which, owing to llio fumrchy prevalent throughout the 
Wont Rinco tlio duclino of CathoHciain, has newer yet boon carried 
ouu A common monetary otnutlanl will bo established, with tho 
KpnHont of tlio various tfovorumonta, by which iiulnstriid trunsac- 
UOHH will bo grontly fneilitatcd. Thrco ejthercs niado respectively 
of golil, nilver, and platinum, and each weighing lifty grammes, 
would dill or flurficiontly in value fov tho purpose. Tho sphere 
should liavo a Biuall Ilntlonod base, niul on tho great circle parallel 
to it tho Po&iliviat motto M'ould bo inscribed. At tho polo would 
bo tlio imago of tho immortal Charlemagne, the foxuidor of tho 
AVnalorn Kupublic, and round tho imago his namo would bo en- 
graved, in its Latin form, Carolua; that name, respected aa it in 
by all nations of Kuropu nliko, would bo tho common appellation 
of tho umvumil monotary slftiiduiJ. 



tnl \nirposo, which need not bo specially mentioned here. I will 
only suggest tho foundation, by voluntary effort, of an Occidental 
School, to survo as tho nucleus of u trim philosophic class. 'J'ho 
students would ultimately onlnr tho Positivist priesthood ; they 
would in most instances como from Uio working clnae, NviU\oJ,, 
however, excluding real talent from whatever quarter. .By _thoir 
agon cy tho septennial course of Punitive leaching might bo intro- 
duced in all places disposed to receive it. 'JL'hoy would libidos 
supply voluntary missionaries, who would preach tho dadrino 
everywhere, ovon outside tho limits of Western JCurnjK 1 , accm-ding 
to the plnn hereafter to ho explained. 'J'ho travels of Pimitivist 
workmen, in tho ordinary duties ol their calling, would greatly 
facilitate this work. 

A moro detailed view of tins provisional system of instruction 
will Iw found in tho second edition of tho " Koport on tho Subject 
of a Positive School," published by tho Positivist Sociuty in 1849. 
F. for Ulo Thoro is another slop which might bo taken, relating 
\vo8ium' no- not merely to tho period of transition, but also to tho 
vuio. normal slalo. A Hag suitable to tho "Wratern llopub- 

lie might bo adopted, which, with slight alterations, would also bo 
tho flag for each nation. Tho want of such a symbol is already 
instinctively felt. What is wanted is a substitute for tho old 
retrograde symbols, which yet shall avoid all subversive tendencies. 
It would bo a suitable inauguration of tho period of transition 
which wo arc now entering, if tho colours and mottoes appropriate 
to Iho final state woro adoptod at its outset. 

To speak first of tho banner to bo used in religious services. It 
sbould bo painted on canvass. On one sido tho ground would bo 
white. , on it would bo the symbol of Humanity, personified by a 
woman of thirty years of ago, bearing her son in hoi 1 arms. Tho 
other sido would bear tho religious formula of Posltivists : Love is 
our Principle^ Order is our JJasis, Progress our Knd> upon a ground 
of green, tho colour of hopo, and therefore most suitable for 
emblems of tho future. 

Green, too, would bo tho colour of tho political flag, common to 
tho \vholo West. As it ia intended to float fvooly, it does not 
admit of painting; but tho carvod imago of Humanity might bo 
placed at tho banner-polo. Tho principal motto of Positivism will, 
in this case, bo divided into two, both alike significant. Ono side 
of tho ling will have tho political and soiontifio motto, Order and 
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This point nettled, tho question of tho various national flags 
H I'nsy. In those tlio centre might bn green, und the national 
colours might bo displayed on tho border. Tims, in Franco, vhero 
tlio innovation will bo fivrfL inlroduccd, tlio border would bo 
tricolour, with thii present arrangonuml, of colours, except that 
move BjHico nliould bo given to tlio white, in honour of onr old royal 
flag. -I 11 Uiift way uniformity would bo combined with variety ; 
ami, moreover, it would bo nhown that tho now f deling of Oceidon- 
tality in porl'octly compatible with reaped for tho smallest nationa- 
lities. Kiich would ixjLuiii tho old Rigns in r.ombiniition with tho 
common Hymbol. Tho same principlo would apply to all t'mblouis 
of minor iinpoi-tnuco. 

Tlio n\n.'tion of thcso Byinhola, of wliich I luivo spokon during 
llio InHt two ywu-rf in my wcoldy couvaua of lectiiica, illustrates Iho 
numt innncdiido of tho tuncUons (o which tho Positive Committee 
will ho cullod. 1 montion it horo, ns a type of its general action 
upon Km-opnmi sotioly. 

AVithont Hdltiiif^ any limits to Iho gradunl increase of tho Associa- 
tion, It ia desmiblo that tho central nucleus should always lomain 
limited In tho original numbor of thirty-six, with two additions, 
which will shortly bo mentioned. Kiich mumbor might- institute a 
morn numerous association in his own country, and this again might 
bo tho pai'ont of others. Associations thus affiliated may bu 
dovolopod lo an unlimitod oxtont; and thus wo shall bo abb to 
maintain tho unity and homogonoity of tho Positive Church, with- 
out impairing its coherence and vigour, As soon as Positivism has 
gniuod in ovory country a BuJIlciont numbor of voluntary adhorenla 
to constitute tho preponderating section of the community, the 
j'O^onoralion of society is secured. 

The numbers assigned abovo for tho different nations, only re- 
jii'OHont tho ordoi 1 in which tho advanced minds in each will 
co-operato in tlio mnvomont. The order in which tlio great body of 
onoli Hfllion will join it, will bo, ns fnr as wo cnn judge frnm tJicir 
anlooodonts, somowlmt dilUn-ont. Tlio difl'oronco is, that Italy horo 
tiilcoa Uio second place, and Sjyii!i tlio tliird, while En^lnnd iloscends 
to tho last. Tho yunnida for this important modification am 
iiitlidtlocl i ttio third odilioii of my "Positive Cnlomlnr". Tliuy 
will he disctisaod in dotfiil in tho fourth volume of this Troatiao.* 
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oxImi'lTiVo Kuropo, fllill vmain u.uiv i muim '",'" ' > 
wiu.b human (joiynini member.-) inny bo adih-d to Urn (/oiuuiH ; lour 
wtc ' foveaeh American (jimtimmt, two fur Imliii, two for 

the Dutch uml Spfmwh prasmum* m Iho Indian Owuti. _ 

This Rives us forty-oight imiirilierfl. To UHJ! l\vt:lv ioreign 
aPflocmli'8 will gradually bo niUl<l, to rupriwnt llm |.pu "ti-ms 
wlioso uvowlh has bcon rottinlwl ; mul Llimi llm (Jiiuncil will Imvu 
rocoivcil ils full coinjilumciiU Fur vury imUdii of thu worla is 
dnstiiicil for Iho wimo ultinmio uinlitioiiH "f wminl ivgu 
H8 ouwelvpB, llio only iliirurmicu Vintf Unit A\ t 'slnrn_ 
uiuloi- Llio luiuk'vship o I'mtKo, Vnkf Uiu imlmlivu. H w ul 
iuipurlmicis mil to nUuinpI. Mm finul oxk-iiHion Lnu RUOII, mi emu- 
whitli would impair thu jiruciHicm inul vi^Mii- of Iho rminviUing 
movomeiil. At the simiu tiuio it inimt ncvur 1m forgntl,i!]i_ Unit llio 
existence of Uio Circiit .HiiiK TUIIIIIUIH inouinplulu unlil 11_ ils 
crd ni-o bvoiigliL intu liurinmiimm co-npuruliun. li^ ati'-icnt 
souiiil sympni.liy was ruHLriulril Lu Hut Mm of Kiiliunnlit.v ; 
oit this 'nrul tho I'mnl cuHwiption ( llmnmiily, Urn Middle. 
inlroduccd llio inlurmodinto cuiici;[iUoii of GliHaLL-iiiloin, or 
Occidcnlnlily; tho roul IjcnrlnR of which in lit pixwml bill Httlu 
approcialcd. H will bo our first, puliliciil duty to ruvivo Unit ctni- 
ccptioii, and plnco it on IL fivmur bnsib, by UinutimliiiK thu tumruhy 
coiiscquont on tho extinction of Catholic Feudalism. "\Vhilo 
occupied in this lualt, wu sbidl biscumo improsac'd witli tlio convic- 
tion Dial thu union oi "WcsUivn 1'uropo is l>ul it pvoliiniiii\vy flUip to 
tho union of IhuunuiLy; an iustincLivo pnimnitinumt, of \vlucli hns 
oxistoil from Llm infnncy of our mco, hut which, us lon^ an theo- 
logical belief and military lifo woro predominant, could ncvor bu 
carried out even iu thought. The primary lawn of human dovelop- 
inent which form tho philnsophiud basis of tho IWlivo syeU-m, 
apply necessarily to all cHinatos and vacua whutsoovcr, tlio only 
(\ilVcrcncoboing in tho vapidity \vith\vlnoh ovolution Ulica plrtcu. 
Tho inferiority oE other nations in this i-eR])uct is nol. iimx])licable ; 
and it will now bo compensated liy a Hruwth of gronlor regularity 
than ours, and loss inlorruptod by shocks and oscillations. 
Obviously in our case systematic guiilauco was iinposaiblo, flinco it 
is only now llmt our growth ie conijiloto that wo can learn tho 
general laws common to it and to other ensue. "\Viso and gonorom 
iuleivention of thu'SYesl, on ViuhaU ol ouv sistov nntioiiB who avo 
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and thus conductcd.it will form a system 
moral and political action far nobler than tho prosolylism of theo- 
logy or tho extension of military empire. Tliolimo willcomo when 
Hio wholo nUonlion of lha Positive Council ; but for 



it will _ 

the prenont it must remain secondary to oilier subjocts'of greater 
urgency. 

Thu lirst to join tho Western movement will necessarily bo tho 
remaining portion of tho "While race : which in all its branches is 
miporior lo tho other U-o races. Tlioro an (wo Monotlicist nations, 
and ono PolyUmisl, which will bo successively incorporated. Taken 
together, Urn tlirco represent the propagation of Positivism in 
tlio 'Kasl. 

Tho vast population of tho Russian empire was left ontsido the 
jmlo of Cnlholio J'oudnliain. ]Jy virtiio of its Christianity, however, 
nolwilliBlandiiitf iU entire confusion of temporal and spiritual 
power, it holds tho first place among tho Monotheistic nations of 
tholfaaU HH initiation inlo tho Western movement will bo con- 
ducted by two nations of intermediate position ; Greece, connected 
willi KiifiSJrt by Uio tfo of roJigioti; and Poland, united witli her 
politically. Though iioUhor of these nations is homogeneous in 
Hlrucluro with Unsaid, it would cause serious delay in tho propaga- 
tion of Positivism should tho connection be altogether terminated. 

Tho next stop will bo lo Mohammedan Monotheism ; first in 
Titrkoy, ftnwds in Persi/i. Here Positivism will I'md poinls of 
sympathy of which Catholicism could not admit. Indeed these are 
already perceptible, Arab oiviliwition transmitted Greek science to 
tin ; nnd line will always secure for it an honourable place among 
the essential elements of tho mcdiroval system, regarded as a.propn- 
nilicm for Positivism. 

'Lastly, wo come lo Uio PolyUteisls of India ; and with them the 
incorporation of the While race will bo complete. Already we see 
Homo spontaneous tendencies in this direction. Although from 
exceptional cuuww Theocracy has boon preserved in India, there 
cxiwt roal points of conlnct willi Positivism ; and in this respect the 
aeelfllunco of Persia will bo of aorvico. It is the peculiar privilege 
of the Positive doctrine that, taking so complete a view of human 
development, it ia always able to appreciate the most ancient 
forme oii social life at thoiv true worth. 

Tn those Uiroo stages of Positivist propagation, the Council will 
liavo elected tlio first ba]f of its foreign associates ; admitting uuo- 
' ' 19 




ui lullioionls "my soon be obtained Tor TurLary, Chum, Japan, and 
Malacca to bo represented in Llio Council. 

WiUv mw tnsb addition Uio ovgiuuwitimi o iho Council ia com- 
plete. The blaok nice lias yot to bo included. II should send two 
representatives ; ono from Hnyti, wliicli bud tbn energy lo shako olf 
the iiuc\uilou6 yoke of slavery, and the other from central Afrioa, 
whioh lias no vor yot been subjected to Kuropimn influence. 
Eiu'oponn pride hna looked with oontoni})t on- tlicso Afi-ionn tribes, 
mid imagines thoni dcatiUGil Lo bovulusa aluRimlion. JJut tlio voi-y 
fnot of iliyir baviny boon Ift to DiolnRolvuH noidora tlioin liollor 
disposed lo rocoivo Positivism, tlio livst sysloin in wliiult thoiv 
Futicliistio fiiitli hua boon tt|ipvcoialail, na tlio origin from wliiolt Iho 
historical evolution of eociuty 1ms proceeded. 

It ia probable that tho Council will liavo reached IU limit of 
sixty jnoinbors, btfforo tlio spiritual inlorroftiuiiii in tho central 
rogion of Humanity has boon lorminnlod. 'JJut ovon if politioal 
ruconstruution woro to proceed so rapidly in Europo HH to rondor all 
possible assistance to tliis vast movement, it ia hardly oonuoivablo 
that thu live stages of which it consists can bo thoroughly effected 
within a period of two eonturlos. Bub however Una may bo, tho 
action of tho Council will become increasingly valuable, not only for 
its direct influence on bbo less advanced nationa, but also and more 
especially, because tlio proofs it will furnish of tlio universality of 
the now religion will strengthen its adherents in tho "Western 
family. ' 

conclusion. Cut tlio time wlion Posiliviain onn bo brought into 
tWSitivu! tlir ot contact with those preliminary phases ia fur 
Musi. distant, and, wo nooil not wait for It. Tlio features of 

Lho'systom stand out already with aulTloiont clearness to enable us 
to bsgin at once tho work of mental and aooitil renovation for which 1 
Our -revolutionary predecessors so energetically prepared tho way. 
They hoVovor wore blinded to the Future by their hatred of tlio 
Past. With ua, on tho oontrary, social sympathy rests xijion tho 
historioal BpiHfc, and ab Iho eamo timo Btronglhons it, Solidarity 
with our contemporaries ia not enough for us, unltsa we combine 
It with tho flotiaij of Continuity with former times 1 ; -and whilo wo 
on k^atd'lho Future, NVQ loan upon iho !Paat r &Ve^ phaao ol 



Biatontly, that wo can obtain pcrfoct emancipation of thought j 
became wo are thus RO-voil from Iho necessity of making Use 
(diglitcKl actual concession to systems wliich wo regard as olwulcto. 
UmlaniUmHntf Ihair imlnro Ami llioir purpose bettor than the 
uccluricB wlio HLill empirically nclhcro to them, we can seo that each 
was in its time necessary as a preparatory slop towards tho final 
ayBUnii, in which nil their partial and imperfect services will bo 
combined. 

Comparing it especially with the last eynthosiu by which the 
Western fini!y of nations hn been directed, it is clear oven from 
the indications given in this prefatory work, that the new synthesis 
la mow mil, muni comprehensive, and more stable. All that wo 
/1ml to admire iti tlio iiioilireval system is developed and matured in 
Positivism. It is the only system which can induce the intellect 
to accept its duo position of subordination to tlio heart. Wo recog- 
nise the pioly (iiul chivalry of our ancestors, wlio made a noble 
application ol tho best iloctvino Unit WHS poasiblo in then- time. Wo 
boliovo tliat woro thoy living now, they would ho found in our 
rallies. They would nofcno\vlcdgo tiio decay of their provisional 
jihiiHO of thoujilit, ami would see that in its present dogoncrato 
Btalo It is only a symbol of reaction, mul a aonrco of discord. 

And now that tlio doctrine bus been shown to rest on a contra! 
principle, a piiioiplo which np])cale tiliko to jjistinct and to rnnson, 
\fa uiiiy carry our coiiipnriBon a stop further, and convince (ill clcnr- 
flouing and honoal minds that it is aa superior to former systems in 
it# inflnonco ovor tho oinotiojis and tlto imfig'niatioii, us it in from 
tlio pwotiid, mul intellectual aspect. Under it, Life, whether 
privato or public, becomes in a fitill higher sense tlian under Poly- 
tlieism, (i cojittniioiia net of worship, performed wider Uio inspiration 
of universal Love. All our thoughts, feelings, uml actions flow 
flpoutanoously to a oommon centre in Humanity, our Supremo 
Jioittg; fl Uoing who is ronl, iicccesiblo, and sympathetic, bocauso 
fllio ia of tlio aaino naturo tis her worshippers, though far superior 
to any one of thorn. Tho very conception of Humanity is a con- 
dotiflttlioii of tho whole mental and social history of man. Par it 
implies tho irrevocable extinction of theology and of war ; both of 
which are incompatible with uniformity of belief and with co* 
operation of all the energies of tho race. Tho spontaneous morality 
of tho emotions ia restored to its duo plaoo; and Philosophy, 
I'ootry, and Polity are thereby regenerated. Each is placed in ita 
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world aiul ut man's itftUvo j a basis vrliich m imliapoiwiiblo to control 
the oscillation of our npinionfl, tlm versatility of our fueling, nnd 
tlio instability of our purpose's. Poutry mistimes fit last its true 
social function, and will honcoforth bo preferred Lo fill other studies. 
By idonlmng Humnnity umlor every aspect, it onnbluH UH lu give fit 
expression to Uio gratitude wo owo lu bur, both publicly and as 
individuals; and thus it becomes u aourco of Uio highest Bpii-itiml 
bonofifc. 

JJuL ninidsl tlio plcnsni-cB Umt spring from tho study ami Uio 
pmiso of Uvunanily, it must bo tuiiininlKirmi Umt PufiiUviatn is 
cluimcloriscd nlwnys l>y reality nnd utility, and ndtnila of 110 
dcigonoratiou into nncaticism or (iniuliBiu. Tlio Lovo by which it is 
inspired is no pnssivo principle; while stimulating Kuamm and 
Imnghwtion, it doos ao only to givo a liighnr dirccLinn to our prac- 
ticftl activity. It was in pmcUcnl lifu Lbut Uio I'usitlvo spirit lirst 
arose, oxlimding tlioncn to llio spbovo of tliouglit-, and iiltitnaLuly Lo 
Uio moral sphere. Tho gvunil object, of humnu oxialonuu ia Uw ' 
conslaut iinpi-ovomcnt of tho natural Order tlmt Biiriomultt na : of 
out mtitorial coixduiou ilmtj Bubac(\uontly of our yhynionl, intol- 
loctual, and moral naturo. And the higlioat of tlioso objects in 
moral progress, whether in tlio individual, in tho family, or in 
society. It is on Una that human Imppmoaa, whether in private or 
public life, principally depends. Political art, then, when subordi- 
nated to morality, hecomus Uio most essential of nil arts, It 
consists in concentration of nil human olfort upon tho service of 
"Humanity, in ftccordanco with Uio natural laws which rugvUato hoi- 
ox istonco. 

Tho great merit of ancient ayatoma of pnlity, of Uio Konmn 
system especially, was that precedence wns always given to public 
interests. Every citi/on co-oporatecl in tho niannor and degree 
suited to those early times. Hut there wore no moans of providing 
proper regulation for domestic lito. In tho Middle Ages, when 
Catholicism attempted to form a complete system of morality, 
private Ufo was made tho principal object. All our nfTuotione wore 
subjected to a most bonoElaial course of discipline, in which tho 
inmost springs of vico and virtue wore reached. But owing to the 
inadequacy of tho doctrines on which tho system rested, the solution 
of tho problem was incoherent Tho method by which Catholicism 




eilort was, that it In-ontfit about for tho first time a separation 
between moral and political power, which in tho systems of 
imlitiully hail always been confounded. But tho separation was 
dun mthcr to tho foreo of circumstances than to any conguious efforts 
and it could not ho fully carried out, because it was incompatible 
with the spirit of Iho Catholic doctrine nnd with the military 
character of Boeinty. "Woman sympathised with Catholicism, but 
UJD pCDjilo never supported it with enthusiasm, and it soon 'sank 
timliir tlio ijncroachmonU of tho temporal power, and tho degeneracy 
of tin) 



Positivism IR tho only system which can renew tliia promature 
oflbrt nnd bring it to a satisfactory issue. Combining tho spirit of 
imtlqmty with that of Culholic ^Feudalism, it proposes to carry out 
llto [loliticul profltvmimo put fonwit-d by tlio Convontion. 

Pnnitivo inlinum brings before us in a dofinito ahapo tho noblest 
of himitui problems, tlio pcnnfinont preponderance of Social feel- 
ing over Miilf-lovo. As far an tho exceeding imperfection of out 
mil urn cmiblcH us to solve H, it will bo solved by calling our homo 
iilli'i-tioiiB into contimiom action; affections which stand half way 
l)nt\vn.cii sulf-Jovo and universal sympaUiy. In order to consolidate 
ftud dovnlop tliifi solution, Positivism lays down tho philosophical 
ami Boridl principlo of flcpnrnlion of thooictical from practical 
powi'i'. 'L'lioorotical power ia consuUntivo ; it directs education, 
dint b\i\ipii(i8 general principles. Practical power directs action by 
Hpucinl and imporativo rules. All tho elements of society that are- 
oxcludod from political government become guarantees for tlio pre- 
anrvalion of line arrnngumont. The priests of Humanity, who are 
the Byetomatic organs of tho moderating power, will always find 
UiomsclvcB supporlcd, in their attempts to modify tho governing 
power, by womon and by tho people. But to bo so supported, 
they muttt ho mon who, in addition to the intellectual power ne- 
cosaury for their mission, havo the moral qualities which are yet 
moro necessary ; who combine, that is, tho tenderness of womou 
with tho (!Ufli(ty of tlio people. Tho first guarantee for tho posses- 
sion of Bitch minliticB ia tho fiacrifico of political authority and even 
of wealth. Thou wo may at lust hope to see tho now religion 
Inking tho placo of the old, because it will fulfil in a moro perfect 
way tlio monlnl nnd social purposes for which tho old religion 
fjxi'fllorl Monotheism will lapse like Polytheism aud Fotichism, 
into tho domain of history ; and will, liko thorn, bo incorporated 



find tlio relative, butwoon the fruitless search for Causes mill tho 
solid study of Laws, between submission to arbitrary Wills am! 
submission to demonstrable JSocossiticB. .It is for Pooling still 
utoro tlmii for Jlcuaou to make Lho decision ; for upon it depends 
tlio oatnAilishment of a higher form of social lifo. 

Monotheism in Western Knropo is now as obsolete and 09 
injurious ns Polytheism was fifteen conturiofl ago. Tho discipline 
in which its moral value principally consisted 1ms long since, 
decayed; and consequently the aolo effect of its doctrine, which 
has boon so extravagantly praised, is to degrade the nifuotions by 
unlimited desires, and to weaken Iho character by sorvilo terrors. 
U BuppHml no flokl for Iho ImngiuaUou, t\ud forced it back upon 
Polytheism and Fotiohism, which, under 1'lioology, foviu tho only 
possible foundation for pootry. Tho pursuits of pmcUenl life 
wovo never sinccvoly promoted by it, ftml they fttlvftiiocil only by 
evading or resisting its induouco, Tlio noblest of nil pi-action I 
pursuits, that of social regeneration, is at the present time in 
direct opposition to it. Vor by its vague notion oE Providence, it 
prevents men from forming a true conception of Law, a conception 
nooossavy for true provision, on which all wise inter von ti on must 
ho baaed. 

Sincere believers in Christianity will Boon coaso to interfere with 
tho management of a world, where they profess themselves to ho 
pilgrims and strftngars. Tho now Supreme Being is no loss jealous 
than tho old, and will not accept the servants of two time tow. 
lint tho truth is, that the more noalons theological pavtixanp, 
whether royalists, aristocrats, or democrats, have now for a long 
time been insincere. God to them is but tho nominal chief of a hypo- 
critical conspiracy, a conspiracy which is oven more contemptible 
than it is odious. Their object is to keep the people from all great 
social improvements by assuring them that, they will find compen- 
sation for Uioir miaoi-iefl in an uuagiuavy tuturo HCc. The doctrmo 
is already falling into discredit among tho working classes every- 
where throughout tho AVcst, especially in Paris. All theological 
tcudcuaics, \vhotlvir Catholic, ProlcaUwt, or Deist, really servo to 
prolong and aggravate our moral anarchy, because they hindor the 
diffusion of that social sympathy and breadth of view, without 
whiob. wo can. novor attain fljuly of pyinciplo and rognhmty of life. 
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It is for tho sake of Ortlov therefore, uvon moro than of Progress, 
that wo call on all tlioao who desire to rise above then- present 
disastrous utato of oscillation in fooling and opinion, to make a 
distinct choice between Positivism and Th oology. >'or there are 
now but two cmnps; tlio enrop of rodction ami anarchy, wliicJi 
aok now Indies moro or loss distinctly tho direction of God: the 
camp of coneti'iicLion and progress, which la wholly do voted to 
Humanity. 

Tlio Jtoiiifj upon whom all our thoughts tiro concentrated is one 
whoso existence is undoubted. Wo recognise Mint oxistwico not in 
tho Present only, hut in the Fast, and ovon in tlio 1'uturo : nnd wo 
Und it always subject to one fundamental Law, by which wo avo 
enabled to conceive of it as a whole. Placing our highest hnppi- 
iieHB in univoranl Love, wo live, aa far as it is possible, lor others; 
and this hi public life ns woll as in private; for the two nro 
clouoly Hnltod together in our roligion ; a religion clothed in all tlio 
beauty of Art, and yet never inconsistent with Science. After 
having tluis oxoraisocl oui- [iowora to Llio full, and having given a 
clinnn and snciodnoaa to our temporary life, wo shall at last bo for 
over incorporated into tho Supremo Doing, of whoso life all noble 
natures avo iHjcofwnrily partakers. It is only through tho worship 
of Humanity that wo can feel tho inward reality and inexpressible 
swcotnosa of this incoi-poivUioi]. It is unknown to thoso who 
boing still involved in theological belief, have not boon able to form 
a clour conception of tho tfuturo, and have never experienced tho 
footijig of pure sol f-sacri lice. 
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